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65. RESOLUTION FOR INDEPENDENCE

June 7,

1776

(Journals of the Continental Congress, ed. by W. C. Ford, Vol. V, p. 425)

These resolutions were introduced by Richard
Henry Lec of Virginia and seconded by Jobn
Adams. The first resclution was not voted until
July 2; the others were acted upon later. See,
R. Frothingham, Rise of the Republic of the
United States, p. 513 ff,

RESOLVED, That thesc United Colonies
are, and of right ought to be, free and in-
dependent  States, that they are absolved
{rom all allegiance to the British Crown, and

that all political connection between them
and the State of Great Britain is, and ought
to be totally dissolved.

That it is expedient forthwith to take the
most effectual measures for forming foreign
Alliances.

That a plan of confederation be prepared
and transmitted to the respective Colonies
for their consideration and approbation.

66. THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
July 4, 1776

(F. N. Thorpe,

ed. Federal and State Constitutions, Vol. I, p. 3 ff. The text is

taken from the version in the Revised Statutes of the United States, 1878 ed., and has

been collated with the facsimile of the original as

the old Congress.)

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia
introduced three resolutions one of which stated
that the “colonies are, and of right ocught to be,
free and independent States.” On the 10th a
committee was appointed to prepate a declara-
tion of independence; the committee consisted
of Jefferson, John Adams, Franklin, Sherman
and R. R. Livingston, This committee brought
in its draft on the 28th of June, and on the 2nd
of July a resolution declaring independence was
adopted. July 4 the Declaration of Independence
was agreed to, engrossed, signed by Hancock,
and sent to the legislatures of the States. The
engrossed copy of the Declaration was signed
by all but one signer on August 2. On the
Declaration, see C. L. Becker, The Declaration
of Independence, esp. ch. v with its analysis of
Jeflerson’s draft; H. Fricdenwald, The Declara-
tion of Independence; J. H. Hazelton, Declara-
tion of Independence; J. Sanderson, Lives of
the Signers fo the Declaration; R. Frothingham,
Rise of the Republic, ch. xi; C. H. Van Tyne,
The War of Independence, American Phase.

In Congress, July 4, 1776,

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

When in the Course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among
the Powers of the ecarth, the separate and

printed in the original Journal of

equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which
impe} them to the separation.

We hold these truths to he self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among these are Life.
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That
to securc these rights, Governments are in-
stituted among Men, deriving their just pow-
ers from the consent of the governed, That
whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of
the People to alter or to abolish it, and te
institute new Government, laying its founds-
tion on such principles and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall scem
most likely to effect their Safety and Happi-
ness. Drudence, indeed, will dictate that
Covernments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shown, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than te right themselves
by abolishing the forms to which they are ac-

customed. But when a long train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same :
Object evinces a design to reduce them un- .
der absolute Despotism, it is their right, it
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is their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future
security ——Such has been the patient suffer-
ance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The history
of the present King of Great Britain is a his-
tory of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
baving in direct object the establishment of
an ahsolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a can-
did world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the

. most wholesome and necessary for the public
' good. )
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.

He has forbidden his Govetrnors to pass
Laws of immediate and pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operation till his
Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend
te them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the

: accommedation of large districts of people,
_ u.nless those people would relinquish the
. right of Representation in the Legislature, «

l: right inestimable to them and formidabie to
" tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies

at places unusual, uncomfortable, and dis-
< tant from the depository of their Public Rec-

- fn'ds, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them
. into compliance with his medsures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firm-
ness his invasions on the rights of the peo-
ple.

He has refused for a long time, after such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected,
whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable
of Annihilation, have returned to the People
at large for their exercise; the State remain-
ing in the mean time exposed to all the dan-
gers of invasion from without, and convul-
sions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the popu-
lation of these States; for that purpoese ob-
structing the Laws of Naturalization of For-
eigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migration hither, and raising the con-
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his

TG
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Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and
the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices,
and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass
our People, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace,
Standing Armies without the Consent of our
legislature.

He has affected to render the Military in-
dependent of and superior to the Civil
Power,

He has combined with others to subject
us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitu-
tion, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving
h.is Assent to their acts of pretended legisla-
tion:

For quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial,
from Punishment for any Murders which
they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

-For cutting off our Trade with all parts of
the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our
Consent : '

For depriving us in many cases, of the
benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be
tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English
Laws in a neighbouring Province, establish-
ing therein an Arbitrary governrnent, and en-
larging its Boundaries so as to render it at
once an example and fit instrument for in-
troducing the same absolute rule into these
Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing
our most valuable Laws, and altering funda-
mentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislature, and
declaring themselves invested with Power to
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by
declaring us out of his Protection and wag-
ing War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies
of foreign mercenaries to compleat the
works of death, desolation and tyranny, al-
ready begun with circumstances of Cruelty
& perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most
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barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation,

He has constrammed our fellow Citizens
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms
against their Country, to become the exe-
cutioncrs of their friends and Brethren, or
to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule
of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction
of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We
have Petitioned for Redress in the most
humble terms: Qur repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A
Prince, whose character is thus marked by
every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free People.

Nor have We been wanting in attention-to
our DBrittish brethren, We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legis-
lature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdic-
tion over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settle-
ment here. We have appealed to their native
justice and magnanimity, and we have con-
jured them by the ties of our common
kindred to disavow these usurpations, which,
would inevitably irterrupt our connections

New Hampshire
Josian BARTLETT,
WM. WHIPPLE,
MaTrTHEW THORNTON.

Massachusetts-Bay
SaML. AbamMs,
JouN ADAMS,

Rost. TrEAT PAINE,
ELBRIDGE GERRY.

Rhode Island
STEP. HOPKINS,
WiLLiaM ELLERY.

Counnecticut
ROGER SHERMAN,
Sam'El. HUNTINGTON,
Wu. WiIiLLiams,
Oriver WoLcotTT.
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and correspondence. They too have been
deaf to the voice of justice and of consan-
guinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounces our Separation,
and hold them, as we hold the rest of man-
kind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the
united States of America, in General Con-
gress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the Name, and by Au-
thority of the good People of these Colo-
nies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be Free and Independent States,
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance
to the British Crown, and that all pelitical
connection between them and the State of
Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dis-
solved; and that as Free and Independent
States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States may of
right do. And for the support of this Dec-
laration, with a firm reliance on the Protec-
tion of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor.

JOHN HANCOCCK.

New York
Wwn. Frovp,
Puir. LiviNcsTON,
Frans. Lewis,
LEwis MoRRIS.

Pennsylvania
Roer. MoORRIS,
BeEnTAMIN RusH,
BENTA. FRANKLIN,
Joux MorioN,
Ge0. CLYMER,
Jas. SmirH,
GEo0. TAYLOR,
JamEs WiLson,
Geo. Ross.

Delaware
CAEsAR RODNEY,
Geo. READ,
Tuo. M'KEAN.
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THE VIRGINIA BirLL orFr RicHurs

Georgia
ButtoN GWINNETT,
Lyman Hair,
Gro. WALTON.

Maryland
SaMUEL CHASE,
Wn, Paca,
THros. STONE,
CuarLEs CArrOLL of Carrollton.

Virginia
GEorcE WYTHE,
Ricuarp HeExry LiE,
Tr. JEFFERSON,
BeEnya. Harrison,
Tus. NELSON, JR.,
Francis LigeTFoOT LEE,
CARTER BRAXTON.
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North Caroling
WM. HooPER,
Josern HEWES,
JouN PENN.

South Carolina
EpwarD RUTLEDGE,
THos. HEYWaARD, JUNR.,
THoMAs LyNCH, JUNR,
ArRTHUR MIDDLETON.

New Jersey
RicHD. StOoCKTON,
Ixo. WiTHERSPOON,
Fras. HoPKINSON,
Joun HarT,
Apga. CLARK.

67. THE VIRGINTIA BILL OF RIGHTS
June 12, 1776

(Poore, ed. The Federgl and State Constitutions, Part, 11, p, 1908-9)

This most famous of the Declarations of Rights
of the original state constitutions was drafted by
George Mason and adopted with slight changes
and two additions, by the Virginia Convention
of 1776, It exerted a wide influence not only
in this country but in France. The article on

. religious freedom was drafted by Patrick Henry.

See, K. Rowland, Life of George Mason, 2 Vols.;
H. B. Grigsby, The Virginia Convention of
1776; G. Jellinck, The Declaration of the Righis
of Man; B. Fay, Revolutionary Spirit in France
and America, p. 263 ff.

A declaration of rights made by the repre-
sentatives of the good people of Vir-
ginta, assembled in full and free con-
vention; which rights do pertain to
them and their posterity, as the basis
and foundation of government.

1. That all men are by nature equally free
and independent, and have certain inherent
rights, of which, when they enter into a state
of society, they cannot by any compact de-
ptive or divest their posterity; namely, the
enjoyment of life and lberty, with the
means of acquiring and possessing property,
and pursuing and obtaining happiness and
safety.

2. That all power is vested in, and conse-
guently derived from, the people; that magis-

trates are their trustees and servants, and at
all times amenable to them.

3. That government is, or ought to be in-
stituted for the common benefit, protection,
and security of the people, nation, or com-
munity; of all the various modes and forms
of government, that is best which is capable
of producing the greatest degree of happi-
ness and safety, and is most effectually se-
cured against the danger of maladministra-
tion; and that when any government shall
be found inadequate or contrary to these
purposes, a majority of the community hath
an indubitable, unalienable and indefeasible
right to reform, alter or abolish it, in such
manner as shall be judged most conducive to
the public weal.

4. That no man, or set of men, are en-
titled to exclusive or separate emoluments or
privileges from the cornmunity, but in con-
sideration of publick services; which, not
being descendible, neither ought the offices
of magistrate, legislator or judge to be
hereditary.

5. That the legislative and executive pow-
ers of the state should be separate and dis-
tinct from the judiciary; and that the mem-
bers of the two first may be restrained from
oppression, by feeling and participating the
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the rights of the people, and of every citizen,
that the judges of the supreme judicial court
should hold their offices as long as they be-
have themselves well; and that they should
have honorable salaries ascertained and es-
tablished by standing laws.

XXX. In the government of this com-
monwealth, the legislative department shall

DoCcUMENTS 0F AMERICAN HiIisTORY

never exercise the executive and judicial
powers, or either of them: the ezecutive
shall never exercise the legislative and
judicial powers, or either of them: the
judicial shall never exercise the legislative
and executive powers, or either of them: to
the end it may be a government of laws
and not of men.

7t. THE QUOCK WALKER CASE
Massachusetts, 1783

(A. B. Hart, ed. Commonwealth History of Massachusetts, Vol. IV, p. 37-8)

The status of slavery in Massachusetts was,
throughout the Revolutionary period, a matter
of uncertainty. As early as 1770—two years be-
fore Lord Mansfield’s decision in the famous
Somerset case, in the case of James v. Lechmere
the Superior Court of Massachusetis ruled that
the plaintiff, a negro, was entitled to his freedom
under the laws of the province and the terms of
the royal charter. Tn the course of his decision
in the case of Winchendon v. Hatfield, Chief
Justice Parsons said, “Several negroes born in
this country of imported slaves demanded their
freedom of their masters by suit at law, and ob-
tained it by a judgement of court. The defence of
the master was faintly made, for such was the
temper of the times, that a restless, discontented
slave was worth little; and when his freedom
was obtained in a course of legal proceedings, the
master was not holden for his future support if
he became poor. But in the first action, involving
the right of the master, which came before the
Supreme Judicial Court after the establishment
of the Constitution, the judges declared that by
virtue of the first article of the Declaration of
Rights, slavery in this State was no more”. This
was the case of Quock Walker v. Nathaniel Jen-
nison, 1783. Jennison, indicted for assault on
Walker, justified his assault on the ground that
Walker was his slave. The Court, however,
speaking through Chief Justice Cushing, ruled
that the first article of the Declaration of Rights
had abolished slavery in Massachusetts. The case
was not reported, but in 1874 Chief Justice Hor-
ace Gray read from the original notebook of
Chief Justice Cushing, the following extract from
his decision. See, G. H. Moore, Notes on the His-
tory of Slavery in Massachusetts; M. S. Locke,
Anti-Slavery in America, 1619-1808; J. C. Hurd,
The Law of Freedom and of Bondage, Vol. I,
p. 263-4, Vol. 1I, p. 28-30; W. O'Brien, “Did
the Jennison Case Qutlaw Slavery in Massa-
chusetts ?? Williom and Mary Quarterly XVII
(1960), 219.

Cusmng, C. J. As to the doctrine of slav-
ery and the right of Christians to hold Afri-
cans in perpetual servitude, and sell and treat
them as we do our horses and cattle, that
(it is true) has been heretofore countenanced
by the Province Laws formerly, but nowhere
is it expressly enacted or established. It has
been a usage—a usage which took its origin
{rom the practice of some of the European
nations, and the regulations of British gov-
ernment respecting the then Colonies, for the
benefit of trade and wealth. But whatever
sentiments have formerly prevailed in this
particular or slid in upon us by the example
of others, a different idea has taken place
with the people of Ametica, more favorable
to the natural rights of mankind, and to that
natural, innate desire of Liberty, which with
Heaven {without regard to color, complexion,
or shape of noses-features) has inspired all
the human race. And upon this ground our
Constitution of Government, by which the
people of this Commonwealth have solemnly
hound themselves, sets out with declaring
that all men are born free and equal—and
that every subject is entitled to liberty, and
to have it guarded by the laws, as well as life
and property—and in short is totally re-
pugnant to the idea of being born slaves.
This being the case, I think the idea of slav-
ery is inconsistent with our own conduct and
Constitution; and there can be no such thing
as perpetual servitude of a rational creature,
unless his liberty is forfeited by some crimi-
nal conduct or given up by personal consent
or contract . . . Verdict Guilty.
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72. THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
Agreed to by Congress November 15, 1777; ratified and in force, March 1, 1781

{Richardson, ed. Messeges

Congress resolved June 11, 1776, that a com-
mittee should be appointed to draw up articles
of confederation between the Colonies. A plan
proposed by John Dickinson formed the basis
of the articles as proposed to Congress and,
after some debate and a few changes, adopted,
November 15, 1777. Representatives of the
States signed the Articles during 1778 and 1779;
Maryland alone refused to ratify the Articles
until Congress had arrived at some satisfactory
solution of the land question. The debates on
the Articles, Jefferson’s Notes on the Debates,
and the Official Letter of Congress accompany-
ing the Articles, can be found in Elliot’s De-
bates (1861 ed.) Vol. I, p. 69 ff. The Articles of
Confederation constituted the first effort of
Americans to solve the problem of imperial
order, and should be studied in comparison with
the Albany Plan of Union and the Constitution.
On the Articles of Confederation see, R. Froth-
ingham, Rise of the Republic of the United
States, ch. xii; G. Bancroft, Histery Author's
last rev. Vol. V, ch. xiv; A. C. McLaughlin,
Confederation and Constitution, ch, iii; G. T.

Curtis, Constitutional History of the United

States, Vol. I.

To aLL 1o WHoM these Presents shall come,
we the undersigned Delegates of the States
affixed to our Names send greeting. Whereas
the Delegates of the United States of
America in Congress assembled did on the
fifteenth day of November in the Vear of
our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Seventy seven, and in the Second Year of
the Independence of America agree to cer-
tain articles of Confederation and perpetual
Union between the States of Newhampshire,
Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and Provi-
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-
Carolina and Georgia in the Words follow-
ing, viz, “Articles of Confederation and
perpetual Union between the states of New-
hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut,
New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,
South-Carolina and Georgia.

Art. I. The Stile of this confederacy shall
be “The United States of America.”

and Papers, Vol. I, p. 91f.)

Art. II. Each state retains its sovereignty,
freedom and independence, and every Power,
Jurisdiction and right, which is not by this
confederation expressly delegated to the
United States, in Congress assembled.

Art. 111. The said states hereby severally
enter into a firm league of friendship with
each other, for their common defence, the
security of their Liberties, and their mutual
and general welfare, binding themselves to
assist each other, against all force offered to,
or attacks made upon them, or any of
them, on account of religion, sovereignty,
trade, or any other pretence whatever,

Art. IV. The better to secure and perpetu-
ate mutual friendship and intercourse ameong
the people of the different states in this
union, the free inhabitants of each of these
states, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives
from Justice excepted, shall be entitled to all
privileges and immunities of free citizens in
the several states; and the people of each
state shall have f{ree ingress and regress to
and from any other state, and shall enjoy
therein all the privileges of trade and com-
merce, subject to the same duties, imposi-
tions and restrictions as the inhabitants
thereof respectively, provided that such re-
striction shall not ektend so far as to pre-
vent the removal of property imported into
any state, to any other state of which the
Owner is an inhabitant; provided also that
no imposition, duties or restriction shall
be laid by any state, on the property of the
united states, or either of them,

If any Person guilty of, or charged with
treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor
in any state, shall flee from Justice, and be
found in any of the united states, he shall
upon demand of the Governor or executive
power, of the state from which he fled, be
delivered up and removed to the state hav-
ing jurisdiction of his offence.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each
of these states to the records, acts and
judicial proceedings of the courts and magis-
trates of every other state.

Art. V. For .the more convenient manage-
ment of the general interests of the united



112 DOCUMENTS OF AMERICAN

states, delegates shall be annually appointed
in such manner as the legislature of each
state shall direct, to meet in Congress on
the first Monday in November, in every
year, with a power reserved to each state, to
recal its delegates, or any of them, at any
time within the year, and to send others
in their stead, for the remainder of the
Year.

No state shall be represented in Congress
by less than two, nor by more than seven
Members; and no person shall be capable
of being a delegate for more than three
vears in any term of six years; nor shall
any person, being a delegate, be capablé of
holding any office under the united states,
for which he, or another for his benefit_re-
ceives any salary, fees or emolument of any
kind.

Fach state shall maintain its own dele-
gates in a meeting of the states, and while
they act as members of the committee of
the states.

In determining questions in the united
states, in Congress assembled, each state
shall have one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Con-
gress shall not be impeached or questioned
in any Court, or place out of Congress, and
the members of congress shall be protected
in their persons from arrests and imprison-
ments, during the time of their going to and
from, and attendance on congress, except for
treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

Art. VI. No state without the Consent of
the united states in congress assembled, shall
send any embassy to, or receive any embassy
from, or enter into any conference, agree-
ment, or alliance or treaty with any King,
prince or state; nor shalt any person holding
any office of profit or trust under the united
states, or any of them, accept of any present,
emolument, office or title of any kind what-
ever from any king, prince or foreign state;
nor shall the united states in congress as-
sembled, or any of them, grant any title of
nobility,

No two or more states shall enter into
any treaty, confederation or alliance what-
ever between them, without the consent of
the united stales in congress assembled,
specifying accurately the purposes for which
the same is to be entered into, and how
long it shall continue.

HisTtoRry

No state shall lay any imposts or duties,
which may interfere with any stipulations
in treaties, entered into by the united states
in congress assembled, with any king, prince
or state, in pursuance of any treaties already
proposed by congress, to the courts of France
and Spain.

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time
of peace by any state, except such number
only, as shall he deemed necessary by the
united states in congress assembled, for the
defence of such state, or its trade; nor shall
any body of forces be kept up by any state,
in time of peace, except such number only,
as in the judgment of the united states, in
congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite
to garrison the forts necessary for the de-
fence of such state; but every state shall
always keep up a well regulated and disci-
plined militia, sufficiently armed and ac-
coutred, and shall provide and constantly
have ready for use, in public stores, a due
number of field pieces and tents, and a
proper quantity of arms, ammunition and
camp equipage,

No state shall engage in any war without
the consent of the united states in congress
assembled, unless such state be actually in-
vaded by encmies, or shall have received
certain advice of a resolution being formed
by some nation of Indians to invade such
state, and the danger is so imminent as not
to admit of a delay, till the united states
in congress assembled can be consulted: nor
shall any state grant commissions to any
ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque
or reprisal, except it be after a declaration
of war by the united states in congress as-
sembled, and then only against the kingdom
or state and the subjects thereof, against
which war has been so declared, and under
such rvegulations as shall be established by
the united states in congress assembled, un-
less such state be infested by pirates, in
which case vessels of war may be fitted out
for that occasion, and kept so long as the
danger shall continue, or until the united
states in congress assembled shall determine
otherwise.

Art. VII. When land-forces are raised by
any state for the common defence, all offi-
cers of or under the rank of colonel, shall
be appointed by the legislature of each
state respectively by whom such forces shall

e ey
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be raised, or in such manner as such state
shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled
up by the state which first made the ap-
pointment.

Art. VIIL All charges of war, and all
other expences that shall be incurred for the
common defence or general welfare, and
allowed by the united states in congress as-
sembled, shall be defrayed out of a common
treasury, which shall be supplied by the
several states, in proportion to the value of
all land within each state, granted to or sur-
veyed for any Person, as such land and the
buildings and improvements thereon shall
be estimated according to such mode as the
united states in congress assembled, shall
from time to time direct and appoint. The
taxes for paying that proportion shall be
laid and levied by the authority and direc-
tion of the legislatures of the several states
withit the time agreed upon by the united
states in congress assembled.

Art. IX, The united states in congress as-
sembled, shall have the sole and exclusive
right and power of determining on peace and
war, except in the cases mentioned in the
sixth article—of sending and receiving am-
bassadors—entering into treaties and alli-
ances, provided that no treaty of commerce
shall be made whereby the legislative power
of the respective states shall be restrained
from imposing such imposts and duties on
foreigners, as their own people are subjected
to, or from prehibiting the exportation ot
importation of any species of goods or com-
modities whatsoever—of establishing rules for
deciding in all cases, what captures on land
or water shall be legal, and in what man-
ner prizes taken by land or naval forces in
the service of the united states shall be di-
vided or appropriated.~—of granting letters
of marque and reprisal in times of peace—
appointing courts for the -trial of piracies
and felonies committed on the high seas and
establishing courts for receiving and deter-
mining finally appeals in all cases of cap-
tures, provided that no member of congress
shall be appointed a judge of any of the
said courts. :

The united states in congress assembled
shall also be the last resort on appeal in
all disputes and differences now subsisting
or that hereafter may arise between two
or more states concerning boundary, jurisdic-

113

tion ot any other cause whatever; which au-
thority shall always be exercised in the man-
ner following. Whenever the legislative or
executive authority or lawful agent of any
state in controversy with another shall pre-
sent a petition to congress. stating the mat-
ter in question and praying for a hearing,
notice thereof shall be given by order of
congress to the legislative or executive au-
thority of the other state in controversy,
and a day assigned for the appearance of
the parties by their lawful agents, who shall
then be directed to appoint by joint con-
sent, commissioners or judges to constitute
a court for hearing and determining the mat-
ter in question: but if they cannot agree,
congress shall name three persons out of
each of the united states, and from the
list of such persons each party shall alter-
nately strike out one, the petitioners begin-
ning, until the number shall be reduced to
thirteen; and from that number not less
than seven, nor more than nine names as
congress shall direct, shall in the presence
of congress be drawn out by lot, and the
persons whose names shall be so drawn or.
any five of them, shall be commissioners or
judges, to hear and finally determine the
controversy, so always as a major part of
the judges who shall hear the cause shall
agrec in the determination: and if either
party shali neglect to attend at the day
appointed, without shewing reasons, which
congress shall judge sufficient, or being
present shall refuse to strike, the congress
shall proceed to nominate three persons out
of each state, and the secretary of congress
shall strike in behalf of such party absent or
refusing; and the judgment and senience of
the court to be appointed, in the manner
before prescribed, shall be final and conclu-
sive; and if any of the parties shall refuse
to submit to the authority of such court, or
to appear to defend their claim or cause, the
court shall nevertheless proceed to pro-
nounce sentence, or judgment, which shall
in like manner be final and decisive, the
judgment or sentence and other proceedings
being in either case transmitted to congress,
and lodged among the acts of congress for
the security of the parties concerned: pro-
vided that every commissioner, before he
sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be
administered by one of the judges of the
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supreme or superior court of the state, where
the cause shall be tried, “well and truly to
hear and determine the matter in question,
according to the best of his judgment, with-
out favour, affection or hope of reward:”
provided also that no state shall be deprived
of territory for the benefit of the united
states.

All controversies concerning the private
right of scil claimed under different grants
of two or more states, whose jurisdictions as
they may respect such lands, and the states
which passed such grants are adjusted, the
said grants or either of them being at the
same time claimed to have originated ante-
cedent to such settlement of jurisdiction,
shall on the petition of either party to. the
congress of the united states, be finally de-
termined as near as may be in the same
manner as is before prescribed for deciding
disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction be-
tween different states.

The united states in congress assembled
shall aiso have the sole and exclusive right
and power of regulating the alloy and value
of coin struck by their own authority, or
by that of the respective states—fixing the
standard of weights and measures through-
out the united states.—regulating the trade
and managing zll afiairs with the Indians,
not members of any of the states, provided
that the legislative right of any state within
its own limits be not infringed or violated—
establishing and regulating post-offices from
one state to another, throughout all the
united states, and exacting such postage on
the papers passing thro’ the same as may
be requisite to defray the expences of the
said office—appointing all officers of the land
forces, in the service of the united states,
excepting regimental officers.—appointing all
the officers of the naval forces, and commis-
sioning all officers whatever in the service of
the united states—making rules for the
government and regulation of the said land
and naval forces, and directing their opera-
tions.

The united states in congress assembled
shall have authority to appoint a committee,
to sit in the recess of congress, to be de-
nominated “A Committee of the States,” and
to consist of one delegate from each state;
and to appoint such other committees and
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civil officers as may be necessary for man-
aging the general affairs of the united states
under their direction—to appoint one of
their number to preside, provided that no
person be allowed to serve in the office of
president more than one year in any term of
three years; to ascertain the necessary sums
of Money to be raised for the service of
the united states, and to appropriate and ap-
ply the same for defraying the public ex-
pences—to borrow money, or emit bills on
the credit of the united states, transmitting
every half year to the respective states an
account of the sums of money so borrowed
or emitted,—to build and equip a mavy—
to agree upon the number of land forces,
and to make requisitions from each state
for its quota, in proportion to the number
of white inhabitants in such state; which
requisition shall be binding, and thereupon
the legislature of each state shall appoint the
regimental officers, raise the men and cleath,
arm and equip them in a soldier like man-
ner, at the expence of the united states, and
the officers and men so cloathed, armed and
equipped shall march to the place appointed,
and within the time agreed on by the united
states in congress assembled: But if the
united states in congress assembled shall, on
consideration of circumstances judge proper
that any state should not raise men, or
should raise a smaller number than its quota,
and that any other state should raise a
greater number of men than the quota
thereof, such extra number shall be raised,
officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in the
same manner as the quota of such state,
unless the legislature of such state shall
judge that such extra number cannot be
safely spared out of the same, in which case
they shall raise officer, cloath, arm and equip
as many of such extra number as they judge
can be safely spared. And the officers and
men 50 cloathed, armed and equipped, shall
march to the place appointed, and within the
time agreed on by the united states in con-
gress assembled,

The united states in congress assembled
shall never engage in a war, nor grant let-
ters of marque and reprisal in time of peace,
nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor
coin money, nor regulate the value thereof,
nor ascertain the sums and expences neces-
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TEHE ARTICLES 0F CONFEDERATION

sary for the defence and welfare of the
united states, or any of them, nor emit bills,
nor borrow money on the credit of the
united states, mor appropriate money, nor
agree upon the number of vessels of war, to
be built or purchased, or the number of land
or sea forces to be raised, nor appeint a
commander in chief of the army or navy,
unless nine states assent to the same: nor
shall a question on any other point, except
for adjourning from day to day be deter-
mined, unless by the votes of a majority of
the united states in congress assembled.

The coogress of the united states shall
have power to adjourn to any time within
the year, and to any place within the united
states, so that no period of adjournment be
for a longer duration than the space of six
Months, and shall publish the Journal of
their proceedings monthly, except such parts
thereof relating to treaties, alliances or
military operations as in their judgment re-
guire secresy; and the yeas and nays of the
delegates of each state on any question shall
be entered on the Journal, when it is desired
by any delegate; and the delegates of a state,
or any of them, at his or their request shall
be furnished with a transcript of the said
Journal, except such parts as are above ex-
cepted, to lay before the legislatures of the
several states. ’

Art. X. The committee of the states, or
any nine of them, shall be authorised to exe-
cute, in the recess of congress, such of the
powers of congress as the united states in
congress assembled, by the consent of nine
states, shall from time to time think expedi-
ent to vest them with; provided that no
power be delegated to the said committee,
for the exercise of which, by the articles of
confederation, the voice of nine states in the
congress of the united states assembled is
requisite.

Art, XI. Canada acceding to this con-
federation, and joining in the measures of
the united states, shall be admitted into, and
entitled to all the advantages of this union:
but no other colony shall be admitted into
the same, unless such admission be agreed to
by nine states. '
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Art. XTI. All bills of credit emitted, mon-
ies borrowed arnd debts contracted by, or
under the authority of congress, before the
assembling of the united states, in pursuance
of the present confederation, shall be de¢med
and considered as a charge against the
united states, for payment and satisfaction
whereof the said united states, and the public
faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

Art. XII1. Every state shall abide by the
determinations of the united states in con-
gress assembled, on all questions which by
this confederation are submitted te them.
And the Articles of this confederation shall
be inviolably observed by every state, and
the union shall be perpetual; nor shall any
alteration at any time hereafter be made in
any of them:; unless such alteration be
agreed to in a congress of the united states,
and be afterwards confirmed by the legisla-
tures of every state.

AND WHEREAS it hath pleased the Great
Governor of the World to incline the hearts
of the legislatures we respectively represent
i congress, to approve of, and to authorize
us to ratify the said articles of confederation:
and perpetual unien. Know YE that we the
under-signed delegates, by wvirtue of the
power and authority to us given for that
purpose, do by these presents, in the name
and in behalf of our respective constituents,
fully and entirely ratify and confirm each
and every of the said articles of confedera-
tion and perpetual union, and all and singular
the matters and things therein contained:
And we do further solemnly plight and en-
gage the faith of our respective constituents,
that they shall abide by the determinations
of the united states in congress assembled,
ot all questions, which by the said confedera-
tion are submitted to them. And that the
articles thereof shall be invioiably observed
by the states we respectively represent, and
that the union shall be perpetual. In Wit-
ness whereof we have hereunto set our hands
in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the
state of Pennsylvania the ninth Day of July
in the Year of our Lord one Thousand seven
Hundred and Seventy-eight, and in the third
year of the independence of America.
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On the part & be-
half of the State
of New Hamp-
shire

Josiax BARTLETT
JouN WENTWORTH
Jun™ August 80 1778

Joun Hancock
SAMUEL ADAMS
ELerIDGE GERRY
Francis Dana
James LoveLL
SaMUEL HoOLTEN

On the part and be-
half of The State
of Massachusetts
Bay

On the part and be-
half of the State
of Rhode-Island
and Providence
Plantations ~

WiLLiaM ELLERY
Henry MARCHANT -
Joun CoLLINs

RoGER SHERMAN )

SamMur,  HUNTING-
TON

OLver WoLcort

Titus HosMER

On the part and be-
> half of the State
of Connecticut

ANDREW ADAMS J

Jas DuaNE On the Part and
Fras LEwIs Behalf of the
W DuEer State of New

Gouv Mogrris York

On the Part and in

Jno WITHERSPOON gt(;htilf 0? f Nt;:s
N L
ATH" SCUDDER Jersey. Novr 26,
1778.—
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RopT Morzis 1
DaniEL ROBERDEAU
Jonr BavarD SMITH.
WriLriam CrLINcaN

On the part and be-
L half of the State
of - Pennsylvania

JosepH REeep 220

July 1778 ]
THo M:Keax Feby

12 1779 On the part & be-
Joun DickinsoN » half of the State

May 5t 1779
NicHoLAS VAN DYKE,

of Delaware

Joun Hanson
March 1 1781
DanieL CarroLL d°

On the part and be-
half of the State
of Maryland

Ricaarp HENRY LEE
JouN BANISTER

THOMAS ADAMS On  the

Part and

Behalf of the

Jwo Harvie State of Virginia
FraNCIs LIGHTFOOT g

LEE
JouN  PENN

218t 1778 Behalf of the
CornN® HARNETT State  of N°
Tno Wirriams Carolina
Henry LAURENS
WILLIAM Henry

DRAYTON On the part & be-

half of the State

JN® MaTHEWS of South-Carolina

Ricur® HuTson
Tuo$ HEYWArD Jun®

July}On the part and

h
]N;ul WIA;%ON 24t On the part & be-
EDwDyTELFAm half of the State
Epw? LANGWORTHY of Georgla

73. COMMONWEALTH v. CATON ET. AL.
Virginia Reports, 4 Call, 5

John Caton was condemned for treason by the
General Court of Virginia, under the act of the
assembly concerning that offence, passed in
1776, which took from the executive the power
of granting pardon in such cases. The House of
delegates, by resolution of Jume, 1782, granted
him a pardon and sent it to the senate for
concurrence, which was refused, Caton con-
tinued in jail under the sentence, and in QOctober,
1782, the attorney-general moved in the general
court that cxzecution of the judgement might be
awarded. The prisoner pleaded the pardon
granted by the housc of delegates; the attorney-
general denied the wvalidity of the pardon, as
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the senate had not concurred in it, and the
general court adjourned the case for novelty
and difficulty, to the court of appeals. This is
one of the very earliest cases in the United
States where the question of the validity of an
unconstitutional act was considered. It is of
interest that John Marshall studied law under
Judge Wythe.

WytHe, J.: Among all the advantages
which have arisen to mankind, from the
study of letters, and the universal diffusion
of knowledge, there is none of more im-
portance, than the tendency they have had
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TREATY OoF PEAcCcE wiTa GREAT BRITAIN

to produce discussions upon the respective
rights of the sovereign and the subject; and
upon the powers which the different branches
of the government may exercise. For, by this
means, tyranny has been sapped, the depart-
ments kept within their own spheres, the
citizens protected, and general liberty pro-
moted. But this beneficial result attains to
higher perfection, when those who hold the
purse and the sword, differing as to the
powers which each may exercise, the tri-
bunals, who hold neither, are called upon to
declare the law impattially between them.
For thus the pretensions of each party are
fairly examined, their respective powers as-
certained, and the boundaries of authority
peaceably established. Under these impres-
sions I approach the question which has been
submitted to us: and although it was said
the other day by one of the judges that,
imitating that great and good man Lord
Hale, he would sconer quit the bench than
determine it, I feel no alarm; but will meet
the crisis as I ought; and in the language of
my oath of office, will decide it according
to the best of my skill and judgement.

1 have heard of an English chancellor who
said, and it was nobly said, that it was his
duty to protect the rights of the subject
against the encroachments of the crown; and
that he would do it at every hazard But if
it was his duty to protect a solitary indi-
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vidual against the rapacity of the sover-
eign, surely it is equally mine to protect
one branch of the legislature and, conse-
guently, the whole community, against the
usurpations of the other: and whenever the
proper occasion occurs, I shall feel the duty;
and fearlessly perform it. Whenever traitors
shall be fairly convicted, by the verdict of
their peers, before the competent tribunal,
if one branch of the legislature, without the
concurrence of the other, shall attempt to
rescue the offenders from the sentence of
the law, I shall not hesitate, sitting in this
place, to say to the general court, Fint
justitia, ruat coelum; and, to the usurping
branch of the legislature, you attempt worse
than a vain thing; for although you cannot
succeed, you set an example which may con-
vulse society to its centre, Nay more, if the
whole legislature, an event to be deprecated,
should attempt to overleap the bounds pre-
scribed to them by the people, I, in ad-
ministering the public justice of the country,

‘will meet the united powers at my seat in

this tribunal; and, pointing to the constitu-
tion, will say to them, here is the limit of
your authority; and, hither shall you go,
but no further. . . .

I am therefore of the opinion that the
pardon pleaded by the prisoners, is not
valid; and that it ought to be so certified
to the general court.

74. TREATY OF PEACE WITH GREAT -BRITAIN
September 3, 1783

(Malloy, ed. Treaties, Conventions, etc., Vol. I, p. 586 fi.)

The surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, Octo-
ber 19, 1781, brought an end to the British
effort to subdue the American colonies, February
27, 1782, a motion urging King George to end
the war passed the House of Commons; 2 month
later Lord North resigned, and the Rockingham
Ministry entered into negotiations for a defini-
tive peace. Congress appointed John Adams,
Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens,
and Thomas Jefferson to conduct the negotia-
tions, but Jefferson did not leave America, and
Laurens was released from prison too late to
take part in the peace conferences. The chief
burden of the negotiations fell wpon Franklin,
and the treaty is largely a tribute to his shrewd-
ness, persistence, and sagacity. On the Treaty,
see the schelarly account by J. B. Scott, in
S. F. Bemis, ed. American Secretaries of Stale,

Vol. 1, chs. iv—v; A, C. McLaughlin, Confedera-
tion and Constitution, chs, i-i; E, G. Petty,
Lord Fitzmaurice, Life of William, Earl of
Shelburne, Vol. 111,

.. . Art. I.—His Britannic Majesty ac-
knowledges the said United States, viz. New
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Ts-
land, and Providence Plantations, Connecti-
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to be free,
sovereign and independent States; that he
treats with them as such, and for himself,
his heirs and successors, relinguishes all
claims to the Government, proprietary and
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4. The supreme Executive authority of the
United States to be vested in a Governor,
to be clected to serve during good behaviour
—His eclection to be made by Electors chosen
by electors chosen by the people in the Elec-
tion Districts aforesaid; or by electors chosen
for that purpose by the respective Legisla-
tures—provided that if an election be not
made within a limited time, the President
of the Senate shall be the Governor. The
Governor to have a negative upon all laws
about to be passed--and the execution of
all laws passed—to be the Commander-in-
Chief of the land and naval forces and of
the militia of the United States—to have the
entire direction of war when authorized or
begun—to have, with the advice and ap-
probation of the Senate, the power of making
all treaties—to have the appointment of the
heads or chief officers of the departments of
finance, war, and foreign affairs—to have the
nomination of all other officers (ambassadors
to foreign nations included) subject to the
approbation or rejection of the Senate—
to have the power of pardoning all offences
but treason, which he shall not parden with-
out the approbation of the Senate.

5. On the death, resignation, or removal of
the Governor, his authorities to be exercised
by the President of the Senate (until a suc-
cessor be appointed).

6. The Senate to have the sole power of
declaring war-—the power of advising and
approving all treatics—the power of approv-
ing or rejecting all appointments of officers
except the heads or chiefs of the departments
of finance, war, and foreign affairs.

7. The supreme judicial authority of the
United States to be vested in twelve judges,

87. THE CONSTITUTION
{Richardson, ed. Messages

Following the recommendation of the Annapolis
Convention, Congress adopted, February 2%,
1787, a resolution that “it is expedient that on
the second Monday in May next a Convention
of delegates who shall have been appointed by
the several states be held at Philadelphia for
the sole and express purpose of revising the
Articles of Coniederation.,” A quorum, however,
did not assemble at Philadelphia until May 25,
when the convention proceeded to organize,
The convention continued its work throughout
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to hold their offices during good behavior,
with adequate and permanent salaries. This
court to have original jurisdiction in all
causes of capture, and an appellate jurisdic-
tion (from the courts of the several States)
in all causes in which the revenues of the
General Government or the citizens of for-
eign nations are concerned,

8. The Legislature of the United States to
have power to institute courts in each State
for the determination of all causes of cap-
ture and of all matters relating to their
revenues, or in which the citizens of foreign
nations are concerned.

9. The Governor, Senators, and all officers
of the United States to be liable to impeach-
ment for mal and corrupt conduct, and upon
conviction to be removed from office, and
disqualified for holding any place of trust
or profit. All impeachments to be tried by a
court, to consist of the judges of the Supreme
Court, chief or senior judge of the Superior
Court of law of each State—provided that
such judge hold his place during good be-
havior and have a permanent salary.

10. All laws of the particular States con-
trary to the Constitution or laws of the
United States to be utterly void. And the
better to prevent such laws being passed the
Governor or President of each State shall
be appointed by the General Government,
and shall have a negative upon the laws about
to be passed in the State of which he is
Governor or President.

11. No State to have any forces, land or
naval—and the militia of all the States to
be under the sole and exclusive direction of
the United States, the officers of which to
be appointed and commissioned by them.

OF THE UNITED STATES
and Papers, Vol. 1, p. 21 ff.)

the summer of 1787 and on September 15
agreed to the Constitution as reported from the
Committee on Style. On the 17th September the
Constitution was signed, and submitted to Con-
gress. By resolution of September 28, Congress
submitted the Constitution to the States. By
June 21, 1788, nine States had ratified the Con-
stitution; Rhode Island, the last of the thirteen
States to ratify, acted on May 29, 1790, Con-
gress by resolution of September 13, 1788, fixed
the date for the election of a President and the

Tuae CoNSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

organization of the new government under the
Constitution. The resolutions of Congress, the
Debates and Proceedings of the Convention,
the ratifications of the several States, and re-
lated material can be found in Documents Ii-
lustrative of the Formalion of the Union of the
American Stakes, ed. by C. C. Tansill. The
literature on the Constitution is veluminous,
The classic analysis is the Federalist, written by
Madison, Hamilton and Jay. Almost equally
valuable is Judge Story's Commentaries on the
Constitution, 2 vols. More recent accounts are:
C. Warren, The Making of the Constitution;
A, C. McLaughlin, Confederation and Constitu-
tion; M, Farrand, Fathers of the Constitution;
M, Farrand, Framing of the Constitution; C. A.
Beard, Economic Interpretation of the Constitu-
tion. The struggle over ratification can be fol-
lowed in J. Elliot’s Debates in Lhe Several State
Conventions, etc. 5 Vols.; and O. G. Libby,
Geographical Distribution of the Voie on the
Federal Convention; J. B. McMaster and
F. ID. Stone, Pennsylvania and the Federal Con-
stitution; S. B, Harding, Contest over Ratifica-
tion in Massachusetts; C. E. Miner, Ratification
of the Federal Constitution by the Stale of
New York; L. 1. Trenholme, Ratification of
the Federal Constitution in Norith Carolina;
B. C. Steiner, Maryland's Adoption of the
Federal Constitution; F. G. Bates, Rhode Is-
land and the Union; H. G. Grigsby, History
of the Virginia Federal Convention of 1788,
2 Vols. On the amendments, see C. Borgeaud,
Adoption and Amendment of Constitutions.

We tuE PropLe of the United States, in
Order to form a more perfect Union, es-
tablish Justice, insure demestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote
the gencral Welfare, and secure the Bless-
ings of Liberty to ourselves and our Poster-
ity, do ordain and establish this Constitu-
tion for the United States of America.

Art. 1

Sec. 1. All legislative Powers herein granted
shall be vested in a Congress of the United
States, which shall consist of a Semate and
House of Representatives.
Sec. 7. The House of Representatives shall
be composed of Members chosen every sec-
ond Year by the People of the several States,
and the Electors in each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the
thost numerous Branch of the State Legisla-
{ure.

No Person shall be a Representative who
shall not have attained to the Age of twenty
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five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen
of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in
which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be
apportioned among the several States which
may be included within this Union, accord-
ing to their respective Numbers, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole Num-
ber of free Persons, including those bound
to Service for a Term of Years, and exclud-
ing Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other
Persons, The actual Enumeration shall be
made within three Years after the first Meet-
ing of the Congress of the United States,
and within. every subsequent Term of ten
Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law
direct. The Number of Representatives shall
not exceed one for every thirty Thousand,
but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire

shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachu-

setts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York
six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight,
Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten,
North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and
Georgia three.

‘When vacancies happen in the Representa-
tion from any State, the Executive Authority
thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill
such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse

their Speaker and other Officers; and shall
have the sole Power of Impeachment.
Sec. 3. The Senate of the United States shall
be composed of two Senators from each
State, chosen by the Legislature thercof, for
six Years; and each Senator shall have one
Vote.

Immediately after they shail be assembled
in Consequence of the first Election, they
shall be divided as equally as may be into
three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of
the first Class shall be vacated at the Expira-
tion of the second Year, of the second Class
at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and
of the third Class at the Expiration of the
sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen
every second Year; and if Vacancies hap-
pen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the
Executive thereof may make temporary Ap-
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pointments until the next Meeting of the
Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacan-
CIES.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall
not have attained to the Age of thirty Vears,
and been nine Years a Citizens of the United
States, and who shall not, when elected, be
an Inhabitant of that State for which he
shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States
shall be President of the Senate, but shall
have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers,
and also a President pro tempore, in the
Absence of the Vice President, or when he
shall exercise the Office of President of the
United States. )

The Senate shall have the sole Power to
try all Impeachments. When sitting for that
Purpose, they shall be on Qath or Affirma-
tion. When the President of the United States
is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And
no Person shall be convicted without the
Concurrence of two thirds of the Members
present,

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall

not extend further than to removal from
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy
any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under
the United States: but the Party convicted
shall nevertheless be liable and subject to
Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment,
according to Law. ’
Sec. 4, The Times, Places and Manner of
holding Elections for Senators and Repre-
sentatives, shall be prescribed in each State
by the Legislature thereol; but the Congress
may at any time by Law make or alter such
Regulations, except as to the Places of chus-
ing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once
in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on
the first Monday in December, unless they
shall by Law appoint a different Day.

Sec. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the
Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its
own Members, and a Majority of each shall
constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a
smaller Number may adjourn from day to
day, and may be authorized to compel the
Aitendance of absent Members, in such
Manner, and under such Penalties as each
House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of
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its Proceedings, punish its Members for dis-
orderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence
of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep 2 Journal of its
Proceedings, and from time to time publish
the same, excepting such Parts as may in
their Judgment require Secrecy; and the
Yeas and Nays of the Members of either

House on any question shall, at the Desire

of one fifth of those Present, be entered on
the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Con-

gress, shall, without the Consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to
any other Place than that in which the two
Houses shall be sitting.
Sec. 6. The Senators and Representatives
shall receive a Compensation for their Serv-
ices, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out
of the Treasury of the United States. They
shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and
Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Ar-
rest during their Attendance at the Session
of their respective Houses, and in going to
and returning from the same; and for any
Speech or Debate in either House, they shall
not be questioned in any other Place,

No Senator or Representative shall, dur-
ing the Time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil Office under the Au-
thority of the United States which shall have
been created, or the Emoluments whereof
shall have been encreased during such time,
and no Person holding any Office under the
United States, shall be a Member of either
House during his Continuance in Office.

Sec, 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall

originate in the House of Representatives;

but the Senate may propose or concur with - .

Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the
House of Representatives and the Senate,
shall, before it become a Law, be presented
to the President of the United States; If
he approve he shall sign it, but if not he
shall return it, with his Objections to that
House in which it shall have originated, who
shall enter the Objections at large on their
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it, If after
such Reconsideration two thirds of that
House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be
sent, together with the Objections, to the
other House, by which it shall likewise be
recongidered, and if approved by two thirds
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of that House, it shall become a Law. But
in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses
shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and
the Names of the Persons voting for and
against the Bill shall be entered on the
Journal of each House respectively. If any
Bill shall not be returned by the President
within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after
it shall have been presented to him, the Same
shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had
signed it, unless the Congress by their Ad-
journment prevent its Return, in which Case
it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which

the Concurrence of the Senate and House
of Representatives may be necessary {except
on 2 question of Adjournment) shall be pre-
sented to the President of the United States;
and before the Same shall take Effect, shall
be approved by him, or being disapproved
by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of
the Senmate and House of Representatives,
according to the Rules and Limitations pre-
scribed in the Case of a Bill.
Sec. 8. The Congress shall have Power To
lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and
Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for
the common Defence and general Welfare
of the United States; but all Duties, Im-
posts and Excises shall be uniform through-
out the United States; )

To borrow Money on the credit of the
United States; ‘

To regulate Commerce with foreign Na-
tions, and among the several States, and
with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Natur-
alization, and uniform Laws on the subject
of Bankruptcies throughout the TUnited
States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof,
-and of foreign Cein, and fix the Standard of
Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counter-
feiting the Securities and current Coin of
the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and
useful Arts, by securing for limited Times
to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right
to their respective Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the
supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies
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committed on the high Seas, and Offences
against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque
and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning
Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Ap-
propriation of Money to that Use shall be
for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy,

To make Rules for the Government and
Regulation of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia
to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress
Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and
disciplining, the Militia, and for governing
such Part of them as may be employed in
the Service of the United States, reserving
to the States respectively, the Appointment
of the Officers, and the Authority of train-
ing .the Militia according to the discipline
prescribed by Congress;

.To exercise exclusive Legislation in all
Cases whatsoever, over such District (not
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Ces-
sion of particular States, and the Acceptance:
of Congress, become the Seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States, and to exercise
like Authority over all Places purchased by
the Consent of the Legislature of the State
in which the Same shall be, for the Erection
of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards,
and other needful Buildings;—And

To make all Laws which shall be neces-

sary and proper for carrying into Execution
the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment or Officer thereof.
Sec. 9. The Migration or Importation of
such Persons as any of the States now exist-
ing shall think proper to admit, shall not
be prohibited by the Congress prior to the
Year one thousand eight hundred and cight,
but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such
Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas
Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public
Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law
shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall
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be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census
or Enumeration herein before directed to be
taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles
exported from any State,

No Preference shall be given by any
Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the
Ports of one State over those of another:
nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one
State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay
Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treas-
ury, but in Consequence of Appropriations
made by Law; and a regular Statement and
Account of the Receipts and Expenditures
of all public Money shall be published from
time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by
the United States; And no Person holding
any Office of Profit or Trust under them,
shall, without the Consent of the Congress,
accept of any present, Emolument, Office,
or Title, of any kind whatever, from any
King, Prince or foreign State.

Sec. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty,
Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of
Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit
Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold
and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of
Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post
facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation
of Coniracts, or grant any Title of Nobiiity.

No State shall, without the Consent of the
Congress, lay any Emposts or Duties on
Imports or Exports, except what may be
absolutely necessary for executing it's in-
spection Laws: and the net Produce of all
Duties and Imposts, laid by any State en
Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use
of the Treasury of the United States; and
all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision
and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of
Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep
Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace,
enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or
engage in War, unless actually invaded, or
in such imminent Danger as will not admit
of delay.

Art. 11

Sec. 1. The executive Power shall be vested
in a President of the United States of
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America. He shall hold his Office during the
Term of four Years, and, together with the
Vice President, chosen for the same Term,
be elected, as follows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner

as the Legislature thereof may direct, a }
Number of Electors, equal to the whele %

Number of Senators and Representatives to
which the State may be entitled in the Con-
gress: but no Senator or Representative, or
Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit
under the United States, shall be appointed
an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons,
of whom one at least shall not be an In-
habitant of the same State with themselves,
And they shall make a List of all the Per-
sons voted for, and of the Number of Votes
for each; which List they shall sign and

certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of -
the Government of the United States, di- .
rected to the President of the Senate. The ';
President of the Senate shall, in the Presence 1.

of the Senate and House of Representatives,

open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall 3’
then be counted. The Person having the :!

greatest Number of Votes shall be the Presi- .; .
dent, if such Number be a Majority of the 7

whole Number of Electors appointed; and if

there be more than one who have such °
Majority, and have an equal Number of -
Votes, then the House of Representatives -
shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of -

them for President; and if no person have - :

a Majority, then from the five highest on
the List the said House shall in Jike Manner
chuse the President. But in chusing the
President, the Votes shall be taken by States,
the Representation from each State having
one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall
consist of 2 Member or Members from two
thirds of the States, and a Majority of all
the States shall be necessary to a Choice.
In every Case, after the Choice of the
President, the Person having the greatest
Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the

Vice President. But if there should remain. -‘

two or more who have equal Votes, the

Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the

Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of .

chusing the Electors, and the Day on which
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall
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be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen,
or a Citizen of the United States, at the
time of the Adoption of this Constitution,
shall be eligible -to the Office of President;
neither shall any Person be eligible to that
Office who shall not have attained to the
Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen
Years 2 Resident within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President
from Office, or of his Death, Resignation,
or Inability to discharge the Powers and
Duties of the said Office, the Same shall
devolve on the Vice President, and the Con-
gress may by Law provide for the Case of
Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability,
both of the President and Vice President,
declaring what Officer shall then act as
President, and such Officer shall act accord-
ingly, until the Disability be removed, or a
President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, re-
ceive for his Services, a Compensation, which
shall neither be encreased nor diminished

" durlng the Period for which he shall have

been elected, and he shall not receive within

_ that Period any other Emoiument from the

United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his
Office, he shall take the following Oath or
Affirmation:—"I do solemnly swear (or ai-
firm) that I will faithfully execute the Of-
fice of President of the United States, and
will to the best of my Ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of the
United States.”

Sec. 2, The President shall be Commander
in Chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States, and of the Militia of the
severai States, when called into the actual
Service of the United States; he may require
the QOpinion, in writing, of the principal Of-
ficer in each of the executive Departments,
upon any Subject relating to the Duties of
their respective Offices, and he shall have
Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for
Offences against the United States, except

. in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the
Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators
present concur; and he shall nominate, and
by and with the Advice and Consent of the
Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other
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public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the
supreme Court, and all other Officers of the
United States, whose Appointments are not
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall
be established by Law: but the Congress may
by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior
Officers, as they think proper, in the Presi-
dent alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the
Heads of Departments,

The President shall have Power to fill up
all Vacancies that may happen during the
Recess of the Senate, by granting Commis-
sions which shall expire at the End of their
next Session,

Sec. 3. He shall from time to time give to
the Congress Information of the State of
the Union, and recommend to their Con-
sideration such Measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient; he may, on extraor-
dinary Occasions, convene both Houses, ‘or
either of them, and in Case of Disagreement
between them, with Respect to the Time of
Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such
Time as he shall think proper; he shall
receive Ambassadors and other public Minis-
ters; he shall take Care that the Laws he
faithfully executed, and shall Commission
all the Officers of the United States.

Sec. 4. The President, Vice President and all
civil Officers of the United States, shall be
removed from Office on Impeachment for,
and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other
high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

Art. III

Sec. 1. The judicial Power of the United
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court,
and in such inferior Courts as the Congress
may from time to time ordain and establish.
The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good
Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, re-
ceive for their Services, a Compensation,
which shall not be diminished during their
Continvance in Office.

Sec. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to
all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under
this Constitution, the Laws of the United
States, and Treaties made, or which shall
be made, under their Authority ;—to all Cases
affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers
and Consuls;~to all Cases of admiralty and
maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to
which the United States shall be a Party;—
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to Controversies between two or more States;
—between a State and Citizens of another
State;—between Citizens of different States,
—between Citizens of the same State claim-
ing Lands under Grants of different States,
and between a State, or the Citizens thereof,
and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other
public Ministers and Consuls, and those in
which a State shall be Party, the supreme
Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all
the other Cases before mentioned, the su-
preme Court shall have appellate Jurisdic-
tion, both as to Law and TFact, with such
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as
the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases

of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such
Trial shall be held in the State where the
said Crimes shall have been committed; but
when not committed within any State, the
Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed.
Sec. 3. Treason against the United States,
shall consist only in levying War against
them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving
them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be
convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony
of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or
on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare
the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder
of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood,
or Forfeiture except during the Life of the
Person attainted.

Arr. IV

Sec. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given
in each State to the Public Acts, Records,
and judicial Proceedings of every other
State. And the Congress may by general
Laws prescribe the Manner in which such
Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be
proved, and the Effect thercof.

Sec. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be
entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of
Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Trea-
son, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee
from Justice, and be found in another State,
shall on Demand of the executive Authority
of the State from which he fled, be delivered
up, to be removed to the State having Juris-
diction of the Crime,
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No Person held to Service or Labour in
one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping
into another, shall, in Consequence of any
Law or Regulation therein, be discharged
from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom
sich Service or Labour may be due.

Sec. 3. New States may be admitted by the
Congress into this Union; but no new States

shall be formed or erected within the Juris-

diction of any other State; nor any State be
formed by the Junction of two or more
States, or Parts of States, without the Con-
sent of the Legislatures of the States- con-
cerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose
of and make all needful Rules and Regula-
tions respecting the Territory or other Prop-
erty belonging to the United States; and
nothing in this Constitution shall be so con-
strued as to Prejudice any Claims of the
United States, or of any particular State.
Sec. 4. The United States shall guarantee to
every State in this Union a Republican Form
of Government,” and shail protect each of
them against Invasion; and on Application
of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when
the Legislature cannot be convened) against
domestic Violence.

Art. V

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds
of the several States, shall call a Convention
for proposing Amendments, which, in either
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Pur-
poses, as Part of this Constitution, when
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths
of the several States, or by Conventions in
three fourths thereof, as the one or the other
Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; Provided that no Amendment
which may be made prior to the Year One
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in
any Manner affect the first and fourth
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first
Article; and that no State, without its Con-
sent, shall be deprived of it’s equal Suffrage
in the Senate. ‘

Arr, VI
All Debts contracted and Engagements
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entered into, before the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be as valid against the
United States under this Constitution, as
under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the
United States which shall be made in Pursu-
ance thereof ; and all ‘Freaties made, or which
shall be made, under the Authority of the
United States, shall be the supreme Law of
the Land; and the Judges in every State shall
be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitu-
tion or Laws of any-State to the Contrary
notwithstanding.

The Senators and Represeniatives beforc
mentioned, and the Members of the several
State Legislatures, and all executive and
judicial Officers, both of the United States
and of the several States, shall be bound
by Qath or Affirmation, to support this Con-
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JouN LANGDON
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! Rost Moreis
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| TaoS FITZzSIMONS
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| James WILSON
Gouv MORRIS
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stitution; but no religious Test shall ever be
required as a Qualification to any Office or
public Trust under the United States.

Art. VII

The Ratification of the Conventions of
nine States, shall be sufficient for the Es-
tablishment of this Constitution between the
States so ratifying the Same.

Done in Convention by the Unanimous
Consent of the States present the Seven-
teenth Day of September in the Year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and
FEighty seven and of the Independence of
the United States of America the Twelfth.
In witness whereof We have hereunto sub-
scribed our Names,

G* WASHINGTON-—Presidt
and deputy from Virginia

Geo: REap
GUNNING
jun
JoaN DickiNsoN
RicHARD BASSETT
Jaco: Broom

BEDFORD

Delaware

James McHENRY

Dan or 5T THOS JENI-
FER

Dant CARROLL

Maryland
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Virginia
g JaMmes Mapison Jr.

WM BLOUNT

Ricu? Dosgs
SPAIGHT

Hu WILLIAMSON

North Carolina

J. RUTLEDGE
CHARrLES COTES-
WORTH PINCKNEY
CHARLES PINCKNEY
Pizrce BuTLER

South Carolina

WiLLiaM Few

1
Georgia ABR Barpwin
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Articles in addition te, and Amendment of
the Constitution of the United States of
America, proposed by Congress, and ratified
by the Legislatures of the several States, pur-
suant to the fifth Article of the original Con-
stitution.

[The first ten amendments went into effect
November 3, 1791.]

Art. I

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the government for a redress of
grievances,

Arr, II

A well regulated Militia, being necessary
to the security of a free State, the right of
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not
be infringed.

Arrt. I1I1

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be
quartered in any house, without the consent
of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prescribed by law.

Art. IV

The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by
Qath or affirmation, and particularly describ-
ing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.

ArT, V

No person shall be held to answer for a
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless
on a presentment or indictment of a Grand
Jury, except in cases arising in the land or
naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger;
nor shall any person be subject for the same
offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life
or limb; nor shall be compelled in any crimi-
nal case to be a witness against himself, nor
be deprived of life, liberty, or property, with-
out due process of law; nor shall private
property be taken for public use, without
just compensation,

ART. VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the aecused
shall enjoy the right o a speedy and public
trial, by an impartial jury of the State and
district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be in-
formed of the nature and cause of the ac-

cusation; to be confronted with the witnesses .

against him; to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have
the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Art, VII

In Suits at common law, where the value
in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars,
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved,

and no fact tried by a jury, shall be other-

wise re-examined in any Court of the United
States, than according to the rules of the
common law.

ArT. VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and un-
usual punishments inflicted.

Arr. IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of :
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny

or disparage others retained by the people.
Art, X

The powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States

respectively, or to the people.
Art. X1
Jan. 8, 1768

The Judicial power of the United States
shall not be construed to extend to any suit
in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted
against one of the United States by Citizens
of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects
of any Foreign State.

Art. XII

Sept. 25, 1804

The Electors shall meet in their respec-
tive states, and vote by ballot for President
and Vice-President, one of whom, at least,
shall not be an inhabitant of the same state
with themselves; they shall name in their
ballots the person voted for as President, and
in distinct ballots the person voted for as
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Vice-President, and they shall make distinct
lists of all persons voted for as President,
and of all persons voted for as Vice-Presi-
dent, and of the number of votes for each,
which lists they shall sign and certify, and
transmit sealed to the seat of the government
of the United States, directed to the Presi-
dent of the Senate;-~The President of the
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate
and House of Representatives, open all the
certificates and the votes shall then be
counted;—The person having the greatest
number of votes for President, shall be the
President, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of Electors appointed; and
if no person have such majority, then from
the persons having the highest numbers not
exceeding three on the list of those voted for
as President, the House of Representatives
shall choose immediately, by ballot, the Pres-
ident. But in choosing the President, the
votes shall be taken by states, the represen-
tation from each state having one vote; a
quorum for this purpose shall consist of a
member or members from two-thirds of the
states, and a majority of all the states shall
be necessary to a choice. And if the House of
Representatives shall not choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall devolve

upon them, before the fourth day of March’

next following, then the Vice-President shall

- act as President, as in the case of the death
" ov other constitutional disability of the Pres-
- ident.—The person having the greatest num-
- ber of votes as Vice-President, shall be the

* Vice-President, if such number be a majority

of the whole number of Electors appointed,
and if no person have a majority, then from
the two highest numbers on the list, the Sen-
ate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum
for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of
the whole number of Senators, and a majority
of the whole number shall be necessary to a
choice. Buf no person constitutionally ineli-
gible to the office of President shall be eligible
to that of Vice-President of the United States.

Arr. XIII

Dec. 18, 1865
Sec. 1. Neither slavery nor inveluntary servi-
tude, except as a punishment for crime
whereef the party shall have been duly con-
victed, shall exist within the United States,
or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legisiation.

Arr. XIV
July 28, 1868

Sec. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and
of the State wherein they reside. No State
shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citi-
zens of the United States; nor shail any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any
person within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.

Sec. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned
among the several States according to their
respective numbers, counting the whole num-
ber of persons in each State, excluding Indians
not taxed. But when the right to vote at any
election for the choice of clectors for Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the Executive
and Judicial officers of a State, or the mem-
bers of the Legistature thereof, is denied to
any of the male inhabitants of such State.
being twenty-one years of age, and citizens
of the United States, or in any way abridged,
except for participation in rebellion, or other
crime, the basis of representation therein shall
be reduced in the proportion which the num-
ber of such male citizens shall bear to the
whole number of fhale citizens twenty-one
years of age in such State.

Sec. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Repre-
sentative in Congress, or elector of President
and Vice President, or hold any office, civil
or military, under the United States, or under
any State, who, having previousiy taken an
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer
of the United States, or as a member of any
State legislature, or as an executive or judi-
cial officer of any State, to support the, Con-
stitution of the United States, shall have en-
gaged in insurrection or rebellion against the
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-
thirds of each House, remove such disability.
Sec. 4. The validity of the public debt of the
United States, authorized by law, including
debts incurred for payment of pensions and
bounties for services in suppressing insurrec-
tion or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But
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neither the United States nor any State shall
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred
in aid of/insurrection or rebellion against the
United States, or any claim for the loss or
cmancipation of any slave; but all such debts,
obligations and claims shall be held illegal and
void.

Sec. 5. The Congress shall have power to en-
force, by appropriate legislation, the pro-
visions of this article.

Art. XV

March 30, 1870

Sec. 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on ac-
count of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude— -
Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate legisla-
tion—-

Arr. XVI

February 25, 1913
The Congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes on incomes, from whatever
source derived, without apportionment among
the several States and without regard to any
census or enumeration.

Art. XVII

May 31, 1913

The Senate of the United States shall be
composed of two senators from each State,
elected by the people thereof, for six years;
and cach Senator shall have one vote. The
electors in each State shall have the qualifica-
tions requisite for electors of the most num-
erous branch of the State legislature.

When vacancies happen in the representa-
tion of any State in the Senate, the executive
authority of such State shall issue writs of
election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That
the legislature of any State may empower the
executive thereof to make temporary appoint-
ments until the people fill the vacancies by
election as the legislature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed
as to affect the election or term of any senator
chosen before it becomes valid as part of the
Constitution.

Art. XVIII

January 29, 1919
After one year from the ratification of this
article, the manufacture, sale, or transporta-
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tion of intoxicating liquors within, the impor-
tation thereof into, or the exportation thereof
from the United States and all territory sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage
purposes is hereby prohibited.

The Congress and the several States shall
have concurrent power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation.

This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to
the Constitution by the legislatures of the
several States, as provided in the Constitution,
within seven years from the date of the sub-
mission hereof to the States by Congress.

Axrt, XIX

August 26, 1920

The right of citizens of the United States to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any States on account of
Sex.

The Congress shall have power by appto-
priate legislation to enforce the provisions of
this article.

Art. XX

February 6, 1933
Sec. 1. The terms of the President and Vice-
President shall end at noon on the twentieth

day of January, and the terms of Sena- -
tors and Representatives at noon on the third |
day of January, of the years in which suck |
terms would have ended if this article had ~

not been ratified; and the terms of their suc-
cessors shall then begin.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall assemble at g

least once in every year, and such meeting
shall begin at noon on the third day of Janu-
ary, unless they shall by law appoint a differ-
ent day.

Sec, 3. If, at the time fixed for the begin-
ning of the term of the President, the
President-elect shall have died, the Vice-

President-elect shall become President. If a

President shall not have been chosen before
the time fixed for the beginning of his term,
or if the President-elect shall have failed to
qualify, then the Vice-President-elect shall
act as President until a President shall have
qualified; and the Congress may by law pro-
vide for the case wherein neither a President-
elect nor a Vice-President-elect shall have
qualified, declaring who shall then act as Pres-
ident, or the manner in which one who is to
act shall be selected, and such person shall act
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accordingly until a President or Vice-Presi-
dent shal! have qualified.

Sec. 4. The Congress may by law provide
for the case of the death of any of the persons
from whom the House of Representatives
may choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved upon them, and
for the case of the death of any of the per-
sons from whom the Senate may choose a
Vice-President whenever the right of choice
shall have devolved upon them,

Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on
the 15th day of October following the ratifica-
tion of this article. o,

Sec. 6. This article shall be inoperative un-
less it shall have been ratified as an amend-
ment to the Constitution by the legislatures
of three-fourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submission.

Art. XXI

December 5, 1933
Sec. 1. The eighteenth article of amendment

149

to the Constitution of the United States is
hereby repealed. . |, .

Art. XXII
February 26, 1951
Sec. 1. No person shall be elected to the
office of the President more than twice, and
no person who has held the office of Presi-
dent, or acted as President for more than

.two years of a term to which some other

person was elected President shail be elected
to the office of the President more than
once. But this Article shall not apply to any
person holding the office of President when
this Article was proposed by the Congress,
and shall not prevent any person who may
be holding the office of President, or acting
as President, during the term within which
this Article becomes operative from holding
the office of President or acting as President
during the remainder of such term.

For articles subsequent to Article XXII see
page 633.
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Letter of Robert Yates and John

Lansing to the Governor of New York

1787

' ‘i_ “(J. Ellict, ed. Debates in the Several State Conventions on the Adoption of the

Federal Constitution, 1861 ed., Vol. I, p. 480 ff.)

Yates and Lansing, delegates to the Federal Con-
vention from New York, refused to sign the
Constitution; Alexander Hamilton alone signed
from New York State. Opposition to the new
Constitution in New VYork was intense, and
ratification was secured only after nine other
States had already ratified. See, E. W. Spauld-
ing, New VYork tn the Critical Period, 1783
1789; Q. G. Libby, Geographical Distribution of

"the Vote of the Thirteen States on ike Federal

Constitution; C. E, Miner, Ratification of the
Federal Constitution by the State of New
York.

.. . We beg leave, briefly, to state some
cogent reasons, which, among others, influ-
enced us to decide against a consolidation of
the states. These are reducible into two
heads;—

1st. The limited and well-defined powers
under which we acted, and which could not.

~ on any possible construction, embrace an idea

of such magnitude as to assent to a general
constitution, in subversion of that of the
state,

2nd. Ai-conviction of the impracticability
of establishing a general government, per-
vading every part of the United States, and
extending essential benefits to all,

Our powers were explicit, and confined to
the sole and express purpose of revising the
Articles of Confederation, and reporting such
alterations and provisions therein, as should
render the Federal Constitution adequate to
the exigencies of government, and the preser-
vation of the Union.

From these expressions, we were led to be-
lieve that a system of consolidated govern-
ment could not, in the remotest degree, have
been in contemplation of the legislature of this
state; for that so important a trust, as the
adopting measures which tended to deprive
the state government of its most essential
rights of sovereignty, and te place it in a
dependent situation, could not have been con-
fided by implication; and the circumstance,
that the acts of the Convention were to
receive a state approbation in the last resort.



