Essay Topic Suggestions: What is on TV? (American Studies 2022)
3000-3,500 words (approximately 8-10 pages). This paper should have a thesis and make an argument that interprets a text that we have discussed in class.  Please cite your sources.
The essay is due on April 29 October by 5 pm.  Please slip the essay under my office door (818 K.K. Leung Bldg).  Of course you may turn this essay in early. 

1-
This course has frequently considered stereotypes of white Americans and African Americans.  How about other ethnicities or “races”?  Consider the representation of Asian Americans on an American television program—whether in The Jeffersons, Seinfeld, Heroes or anything else.  


In your paper, be sure to be careful to define what you mean by a “stereotype” and to explain the logic of the specific stereotype you are considering.  Does the term “Asian American” make sense in the context of the TV show?  How are specific ethnicities or nationalities represented or (not represented)?  What is the relationship of stereotypes of blacks to those of Asians? Of whites?  The following are suggestions of TV shows with Asian American characters:


Star Trek (1960s): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0060028/
M*A*S*H (1970s): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0068098/


Ally McBeal (1990s): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118254/


Cashmere Mafia (2000s): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0938567/


The Simpsons: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0096697/


Better Luck Tomorrow (2002): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0280477/




(directed by Justin Li; MTV Movies)
2-
Is TV actually a type of mirror?  Think of scenes in TV shows that we have watched this semester that feature mirrors.  Analyze how the mirror works in the plot of the TV show, but also how the mirror functions to metaphorize how we as an audience relate to the TV show.  (Lacan’s essay on “The Mirror Stage” may be a helpful essay to tie in to this essay topic; however, it is not required that you use/mention it.)
3-
Consider the definition of the term “jump cut” from The Film Experience (2004). Choose a scene in a TV program that we have watched this semester in which you feel that a jump cut is particularly meaningful.  How does the jump cut advance the plot?  How does is set up “parallel action” (another term from The Film Experience).  Finally, how does the way in which scenes are put together influence the meaning of those scenes.  Of course, you should not try to answer all of these questions—they are intended to get you to think carefully and critically about the process of editing in a TV show or film.
4-
Consider how a TV episode alludes to or mentions an actual historical or political event.  Why refer to the event at all?  How might the TV show be trying to influence your opinion by the way it refers to this event?

5-
After reading Herman Melville’s Bartleby, the “Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street” (1853; 1856—it is a PDF file linked from the syllabus), consider how Bartleby is similar to and different from a character in the TV show The Office.  In making your comparison, be sure to focus on a specific scene in the TV program and on a specific passage in Melville’s short story.

6-
Feel free to develop your own topic.  You may use one of your response papers as a starting point.  Unlike your response paper, your midterm essay should have a thesis and develop an idea from one paragraph to the next until reaching a logical conclusion.  I encourage you to evaluate the TV programs we are watching—to explain the implications of the stories they tell and the stereotypes they employ, and to decide whether you agree or disagree with the morals of these stories.  Remember that in analyzing the TV shows, the reasons behind your interpretation are very important.

