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PREFACE.

BY W. T. FRANKLIN.

AN apology for presenting to the Republic of Letters
the authentic memorials of BENJAMIN Frankuiw, illustra-
tive of his Life and Times, written almost entirely with his
own hand, would be at once superfluous and disrespectful. If
any observation be at all requisite, in the shape of explana-
" tion, it must be in answer to the inquiry, why such interest-
ing documents have been so long withheld from public view?
‘To this the Editor has no hesitation in replying, that were he
conscious of having neglected a solemn trust, by disobeying a
positive injunction; or could he be convinced, that the world
bhas sustained any real injury by the delay of the publication, be
certainly should take shame to himself for not having sooner
committed to the press, what at an earlier period, would have
been much more to his pecuniary advantage. But aware, as
be is, of the deference due to the general feeling of admira-
tion for the illustrious dead, he is no less sensible that there
are times and seasons when prudénce imposes the restriction
of silence in the gratification even of the most laudable cu-
riosity.

It was the lot of this distinguished character above most
men, to move, in the prominent parts of his active life, within
a sphere agitated to no ordinary degree of heat by the inflam-
matory passions of political fury ; and he had scarcely seated
himself in the shade of repose, from the turmeil of public em-
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ployment, when another revolution barst forth with far more
tremendous violence; during the progress of which his name
was adduced by anarchists as a sanction for their practices,
and his authority quoted by dreaming theorists in support of
their visionary projects. Whether, therefore, the publication
of his Memoirs and other pupers, amidst such a scene of per-
turbation, would have been conducive to the desirable ends of
peace, mnay be a matter of question; but at all events the sober
and inquisitive part of maukind can have no cause to regret
the suspension of what might have suffered from the pervert-
ed talents of designing partizans and infuriated zealots. It
may fairly be observed, that the writings of Da. FRaNKLIN
are calculated to serve a far more important purpose than

that of ministering to the views of party, and keeping alive _

national divisions, which, however necessitated by circumstan-
ces, ought to cease with the occasion, and yield to the spirit
of philanthropy. Even amidst the din of war and the conten-
tion of faction, it was the constant aim of this excellent man,
to promote a conciliatory disposition, and to correct the acer-
bity of controversy. Though no one could feel more sensibly
for the wrongs of his country, or have more enlarged ideas
on the subject of general liberty, his powerful efforts to re-
dress the one and extend the other, were always connected
with the paramount object of social improvement, in the re-
commendation of those habits which tend most effectnally to
unite men together in the bonds of amity. Happening, how-
ever, to live himself in a turbulent period, and called upon to
take a leading part in those scenes which produced a new em-
pire in the western world; much of his latter memoirs and
correspondence will be found to exhibit his undisguised
thoughts upon the public men and occurrences of his day.
T'hese sketches, anecdotes, and reflections will now be read
by men of opposite sentiments, without awakening painfal
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recollections, or rekindling the dying embers of animosity:
while the historian and the moralist may learn from them the
socret springs of public events, and the folly of being carried
away by political prejudice.

While, therefore, some contracted minds in different coun-
tries may be querulously disposed to censure the delay that
has taken place in the publication of these posthumous papers,
it is presumed that the more considerate and liberal on either
side of the Atlantic, will approve of the motives which have
operated for the procrastination, even though the period bas
so far exceeded the nonum prematur annum, assigned by Ho-
race, the oldest and best of critics, for the appearance of a
finished performance.

The Editor, in offering this justificatory plea to the public,
and taking credit for having excrcised so much ‘discretion as
to keep these relics in his private custody, till the return of
halcyon days and a brightened horison, when their true value
might be best appreciated, feels that he has discharged Lis
daty in that manner which the venerable writer himself would
have prescribed, could he have anticipated the disorders which
have ravaged the most polished and enlightened states since
bis removal from this scene®f pride and weakness; where
nations as well as individuals have their periods of infancy .
and decrepitude, of moral vigor and wild derangement.

Shortly after the death of Dr. Franklin there were not
wanting the usual train of Literary Speculators to exercise
their indastry in collecting his avowed productions, together
with those which public rumor ascribed to ‘his pen. These
miscellanies were printed in various forms both in England
and America, greatly to the advantage of the publishers; nor
did the possessor of the originals avail himself of the general
avidity and the celebrity of his ancestor, to deprive those per-
sons of the profits which they continued to reap from repeated
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editions of papers that had cost them nothing. When, howe-
ver, they had reason to apprebend that the genuine memoirs
and other works of Franklin, as written and corrected by
bimself, would be brought forward in a manner suitable to
their importance, and the digunified rank of the author, in the
political and literary world, invidious reports were sent abroad,
and circulated with uncommon diligence, asserting that all the
literary remains of Dr. Franklin bad been purchased at an
enormous rate by the British ministry, who (mirabile dictu)
it seems were more afraid of this arsenal of paper than of the
power of France, with all her numerous resources and auxi-
Yiaries. This convenient tale, absurd as it was, found report-
ers both in Europe and in the United States, who bruited it
about with so much art, as to make many who were unac-
quainted with the legatee of the manuscripts, believe it to be
true, and to lament feelingly, that such inestimable produc-
tions should be suppressed, and lost for ever, through the cu-
pidity of the person to whom they were bequeathed. Provok-
ing as the story was, the party whom it most affected, and
whose interests it was designed to injure, felt too much of the
conscia mens recti to do otherwise than treat the ridiculous in-
vention with contempt, from a persuasion that the refutation
of an improbable falsehood is beneath the dignity of truth.
He therefore endured the opprobrium without complaint, and
even suffered it to be repeated without being goaded into an
explan’ation; contentedly waiting for the time when he might
best fulfil his duty, and shame his calumniators. That period -
has at length atrived, and the world will now see whether an
enlightened government could be weak enough to be frighten-
ed by the posthurnous works of a philosopher; or whether a
man of integrity, bred under Franklim, bearing his name, and
entrusted with his confidence, could be bribed into an act of

treachery to his memory.
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Of the present collection it remains to be observed, that the
only portion which has hitherto appeared in any form, is the
first fasciculus of the Memoirs of Dr. Franklin, extending
frem his birth to the year 1757, forming one bundr;d and se-
venty-five pages only of the present volume. But even what
has formerly been printed of this part, can scarcely lay any
claim to originality, since the English editiom is no more than
a translation from the French, which of itself is a profess-
ed version of a transcription; so that the metamorphoses of
this interesting piece of biography, may be said to resemble
the fate of Milton’s epic poem, which a Freach Abb& para-
phrased into inflated prose, and which an English writer, ig-
norant of its origin, turned back again under the same double
disguise into its native language.

Admitting, however, that the small portion of the memair
given to the world, is substantially correct in the materials’
of the narrative, the present publication of it must be infinitely
more estimable by being printed literally from the original
autograph.

It is much to be regretted, that Dr. Franklin was not ena-
bled, by his numerous avocations and the infirmities of old
age, to complete the narrative of his life in his own inimita-
ble manner. That he intended to have done this is certain,
from his correspondence, as well as from the parts in contin-
uation of the memoir which are now for the first time commu-
nicated to the world. But the convulsed state of things during
the American revolution, the lively concern which he had in
that event, and his multiplied public engagements, after con-
tributing to the establishment of the independence of his coun-
try, prevented him from indulging his own inclinations and
complying with the earnest desire of his numerous friends.

Upon the Editor, therefore, has devolved the task of filling
up the chasms in tho best manner that he could, from the let-
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ters and other papers of his revered relative; and where these
documents failed, in giving adequate information, by supply-
ing the deficiencies from STuBER’s CONTINUATION OF THE
Lire or Da. FranxyIN, and other sources, upon the fidelity
of which any dependence could be placed for the accuracy of
what they imparted. In executing this part of his trust, the
Editor is sensible how much reason he has to solicit the indul-
gence of the reader; but though fully conscious that no talent
short of Dr. FRANKLIN’S own could render his private and
public history equally instructive and entertaining with what
he drew up himself; yet he may justly claim the merit of hav-
ing scrupulously adhered to the verity of what he has related,
and of endeavoring to keep as closely as possible in that track
of simplicity which was the distinguished characteristic of this
truly moral and political Philosopher.
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Congress, assembly of, 272—Their declaration of rights: their peﬁtmn
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Creed, Franklin’s ¢arly religious, 100.
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Creghan, George, Indian interpreter, 148,
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his want of success, 396.

Dickensen, John, engaged in publio affairs, 201.

Dubewrg, m,mﬂml’rmkhn- phloaophodpapmmtohennb,
210. ’

Moofmu,mmdthe,mz

. ) ] .

Bctew, in Northamptonshire, birth-place of the ancestor of Franklin, 2.
Eden, Carlisle, and Johnstone, 385.
Education of females, how important, 103--Publishes a pamphlet on, 124.
Electrical discoveries, general account of Franklin’s, 162.
Electricity, his first experiments in, 126—Renewed, 161-—Applied to va<

rious purposes by Franklin, 1 3,-164.
Epigram on conductors, 395.
Experiments on canals, and water, by Franklin, 209.
on the Gulph Stream, 348.
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Fayette, 3 letter to, 407.

JF¥re Companies, firat established by ankhn, 110.

Fire-place invented, an iron one, 123. :

Fires, Indian method of concealing,
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Franklin, early history of the family of, 1--The name formerly an order
of rank, Mote 3—Thomas born, 4---Original letter from Josiah to his
son Ben. Franklin, Note. 4—Benjamin Franklin born, 7—Placed at the
Grammar School, 8—-Placed with a tallow chandler, 9--—Youthful an-
ecdote of, 10--General character of his father, 11--Erects a monu«
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sent to his father and mother, 11—Dislikes the business of a tallew
chandler, which he quits, 13--Passion for letters, the cause of his be-
coming a printer, 14—1Is apprenticed to his brother, 13—Displays a
turn for writing poetry, 14—Method of teaching himself English com-
position, 15—Effect produced by His reading Tyron on vegetable diet,

16—Course of reading puraued by him, ¥7—Writes for the New Eng--

fand Courant, 18—Differs with his brother, the printer, to whom he is
apprenticed, 19—Couran published in bis name, 20—Leaves his brother
and proceeds to New York, 21—Quits New York for Philadelphis, 22—
Becomes acquainted with Dr. Browne, 24—Account of his landing at Phi-
Jadelphis, 35—1s employed by Keimer the printer, 27—Resides at Mr.
Read’s, his future wife’s father, 38—Returns to Boston, 30—Second
visit to Philadelphia, 32—1¥s introduced to Burnet the governor of New:
York, 33—1Is deceived by sir William Keith, 35—Relinquishes veget-
ble diet, 36—Proposal made him for establishing a new religious sect,
36—Resumes his vegetable diet, 57—Pays his addresses to Miss Read,
$7—Forms new acquaintance, 38—Embarks for London, 40—Contracts
sn intimacy with Mr. Denham during the voyage, 41—Arrives in Lon-
don, 41—Becomes acquainted with Mr. Hamilton, 42—Obtains.etoploy-
ment as a printer, 43—Writes a dissertation on Liberty and Necessity,
with remarks on Wollastone’s Religion- of Nature, 44—Becomes ac-
quainted with Mr. Lyons, Br. Mandeville, Dr. Pemberton, and sir Hans
Sloane, 44—Is employed by Watts, 47—Prowess as a swimmer, 51—
Engages as clerk with Mr. Denbam, 5218 introduced to sir William
‘Wyndham, 52—Quits England, 53—Lands at Philadelphia, 53-—Mode
of Life, 54—Employs himself again as a printer, 55~Quarrels . with
Keimer, and quits his employ, 57—Makes paper money for New Jersey,
58—PEnters into partnership with Meredith, 58—His moral and reli-
gioud principles, 60~Commences business with his partner, 61—
" Founds a literary Junto, 64—Industry in his profession, 64—Projects
& newspaper; is forestalled in his intentions, 64—Writes under the sig-
nature of Buay-bedy, 65—Purchases the paper started in opposition to
his proposed plan, 65—S8eparates from Meredith and commences on
his own account, 68—Writes on the necessity of paper money, 69—
©Opens shop as a stationer, 71—Declines an offer of marriage proposed
by Mrs. Godfrey, 72—Remews his intimacy with Miss Read, 73—His
marriage to Miss Read, 74—Projects the firet subscription library in
Philadelphia, 83—Luxury first introduced into Franklin’s family, 85—
His religious opinions, 87—Composes articles of belief and acts of reli-
gion for his own use, 88—Projects for attaining moral perfection, 88—
Art of virtue, 90—Extensive project, 988—Observatians on reading his-
tory, 99—United party for virtue, 99—Religious Creed, 100—Publishes
Poar Richard’s Almanac, 101—Mode of conducting his newspaper, 102
" e=Sends a printer to South Carolina, 103—Recommends a knowlege of
aceounts as a part of female education, 103—Begins the study of langusg.
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turns his thoughts to public affairs, 109—The city watch proposed, 109
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. Cambridge and Yale Colleges, 136—Plan for the union of the colonies
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frontier, 152—Chosen colonel. of a voluntees regiment, 159—Fhiloso-
phical reputation, 162--Chosen a member of the Royal Society of Lon-
don, 164—Is- presented with the gold medal of sir Godfrey Copeley,
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his arrival, 182-His connection with the London newspapers, 182—
Reply to the insinuations of the “ Citinen, or General Advertiser,” 184
—Defends the American question in various publications, 186—-Dedi-
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by persons of rank in England, 195--Consulted by Mr. Pitt, 194
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the house of commons respecting the Stamp Act, 207—~Caricature pub-
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209—Introduced to Louia XV.; his electrical experiments are repeated
in the presence of Louis XV.; and by count de Buffon, &c. 210—Oppo-
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work, ¢ The. Cause of the Amerioan Discontent,” 290-~His account of the
affair of Hutchinson’s Letters, 225--The dispute betwixt Whately and
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on Hutchinson’s affair, and vindication of himself, 955—Is dimissed
from the office of deputy post-mater, 260-xControversy with Dean
Tucker, 261—Reflections on that controversy, 367—Invents and uses
an emblematical design, 270--Receives-private information of the in-
tention of the British government: to arrest him,* 274—Determines on

- and quits England, 274—On his passage home writes an account of his

-efforts to negotiate betwixt Great Britain and America, 274—Mnrs.
Howe sister of lord Howe, makes an acquaintance with Dr. F. 279—
Hints for terms of union with Great Britain, 283—Energetic letter to
lord Dartmouth, 366—Interview with lord Howe, 303,-309,-314-—~Memno-
rial addressed to lord Dartmouth, 296-Experiments on the waters of
the ocean. Reflection on navigation, 248--Arrival in Americs. The
state thereof, 351-—Proposes thie adoption of paper money in America,
357--Visits the American camp, 358-—~Seént on & mission to Cansda, 358
~Writes to Holland for assistance, 358-~Correspondence with lord
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S77~State of American politics. Account of his mission to France, in
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ages from the British government, 399-~Private journal, 400—Requests
leave to retire from the court of France on account of his age, 400—
The congress refuse his resignation, 402—Curious letter to a friend on
that account, 403--Account of general Arnold’s treachery, in a letten
to general la Fayette, 403~—-Amuses himself in printing at a private
press in his own house, 412—-Singular deceptions practised by him, 412
Jac dimile of a newspaper 412—Political communications with sir Wil-
tiam Jones, 413—Negotiates for & peace at Paris, 423---Opens negotia-
tion with the Swedish court, 430--The treaty of friendship with Sweden
signed, 430—Communicates to congress the request of the Baron de
Stael, for Mr. Temple Franklin, to be sent as envoy to the Swedish
court, 430--Again tenews his request to congress to be recalled and
his grandson employed, 431--Extracts from his private journal, 437
s nominated by the king of France to examine the properties of ani.
mal magnetism, 446—~Several letters on the aame subject, 446-Signa
the treaty of peace with Great Britain, 449—~Proposed improvement in
the law of nations, 449~-Leaves Passy on his return home; arrivea
at Havre, 451—Crosses the British channel and arrives at South.
ampton, 452—Is visited by persons of distinction, 457--Private jour.
wal of his tour from Passy to Havre and Southampton, 456--Arrivea
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at Philadelphia, 450—Congratulatory addresses on his arrival, 459
Chosen a member of the council, 463—Notes, remarks, and speeches
in that assembly, 464—Queries and remarks on constitution of go-
vernment, 465--Speech on Salaries, 469--Speech on representation
and votes, 471—Motion for prayers in the convention, 474—Sentis
ments on the new censtitution of America, 476--Retires from public
affairs, 480—Is dissatisfied with the treatment of the American govern-
ment, 483—S8ketch of his services, 483—4is plan for improving the
condition of free blacks, 486-—Writes against the slave trade, 488—
Elected a member of the imperial academy of 8t. Petersburg, 501
Last illness, death, and funeral, 504—-Congress of America, and the
national assembly of France order mourning, 505--Oration occasioned
by his deatb, 507—His statue in front of the libraty, Philadelphis, in-
scription thereon,; 506—His character, 506-Extracts from his will and
oodicil, 410—Epitaph written by himself.

Fronkiin, William (Dr. F.’s son), appointed governor of New Jersoy, 196.

Prankiin, W. Temple, preface by, iii-—Baron de Statl’s letter ldaﬁve to
him, 430—Recommended by Dr. Franklin, 431.

Fothergill, doctor, character of, 133—Lettezs to Dr. Eranklin, SSl-Meet
ing with him and Barclay, 335—Another meeting, 345.

French, colonel, attention to Franklin, 29,

Freach government first take interest in the dispute betvnxt Grest Bri-
tain and America, 219.. .

G

Galtoway, Joleph eng-ged in pohuel, 201--His spoech published with
a preface by Franklin, 201.

Gates, general, defeats the British troops, 382.

Georgia, appoints Franklin agent in England, 209.

Germany, Franklin travels into, 209.

Gerard, monsieur, goes as envoy to America, 383.

Gnadenhuiten, Franklin sent in mjlitary command to, 153--Indians burn
that place, 153—Constructs military works there, 154—His military
police, 156—Apopthegm ecour the anchor,-~Grog before prayers, incen-
tive to piety, 157.

“Godfrey, Thomas, iuventor of Hadley’s quadrant, 63.

s MIrS., projects a marriage for Franklin, 72

Gold Medal, awarded to Franklin, 165, '

Gevernment, Frdnklin’s symn of eulogized by the duke de Ia Rochefous
cault, 477.

Grace’s, Robert, liberality to Franklin, 68,

Gunpooder, 28 grain comprehended with wheat, &ec., 121.

Guerchy, the French ambassador, attentive to Franklin, 219.
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Hadley's quadrant, 5o called, invented by Thomas Godfrey, 63
Hall, Mr. David, a partner in business with Franklin, 126.
Hamilton, Mr. Andrew, account of, 41,-70.
Harry, David, history of, 71.
Hartley, David, esq., employed to negotiate with Franklin, 432.
Hemphill, parson, first settles in Philadelphia, 104.
Jenly and Nairne, verify Franklin’s electric system, 393.
Hereditary legislators and mathematicians, 324. :
Hillsborough, lord, made secretary of state for America, 221-His resiges

nation, 222. '

" Bints, for negotiation, 283-—Arguments on, '285.

—— on further propositions, 334.

Historical Review, opinion.of various writers on t.he, 167.

History, observations on reading, 99

Folland and Germany, Franklin tnvels into, 1766, 209.

Holmes, Mr., brother-in-law to Pranklin, 28.

Hoapital, Pennsylvania, established, 128.

Hostilities commence betwixt Great Britain and France, 584.

House of Commons, Franklin’s examination before the, 207.

Howe, Mrs., conference with Frenklin, 279-—lctters to Franklin, 312,334,
340,-344.

Howe, lord, courts an acquaintance with Franklin, 303--meets him by
appointment, 336—letter to Franklin, 337—another meeting, 344-—ap-

pointed to command the British fleet in North America, 360~corres<

pondence with Franklin, 362.

uchinsen, lieutenant-governor, disputes with, 235--his létters, Franklin’s
ascount of, 230.

Hutton, Mr., the Moravian, account of, 398-Letter to, 411.

Byde, lord, his interview with Franklin, 336.

I

Ingenhauss’s, Dr., detection of Wilson’s deceptive experiments relative
to Franklin's lightning conductors, and pretended improvements of his
own, 394.

Indian method of eoneeahng fires, 156.

ZIadians, he js appointed a commissioner to, l27-thelndunmwr’upok-
gy for rum, 128. ’

Jrnis, the messenger, some account of him, 169.

Intelligence from Peunsylvania, political papers, effect of, 182.

J
James, Abel, letter to Pranklin, requesting him td contiue his memoirs, 76.
Jay, John, esq., sent minister to the court of Spain, 386-~Arrives at Paris
to negotiate for peace, ¢23. .
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Joknatene, Carlisle, and Eden, commissioners, 383.

Juatice of peace, Franklin chosen for ten successive years, 127,

Jones, John Paul, pretended letter from him, 412.

- gir William, sccount of an attempt to neguatiate for a peace with
Franklin, 413—His supposed translation of ““ .2 Fragment of Polybiys,”
416-—His sentiments respecting America, 421.

Judges made independent in Massachusetts, 225.

Junte, account of a literary one formed by Franklin, 62---Its sphere-en-
larged, 107.

K

. Keimer first employs Franklin as a printer, ﬁ?--Proposes to Franklin to

establish & new mllg:ous sect, 37--QMarrels with him and parts, 57—
Goes to Barbadoes, 56

Keith, sir William, propose- to establish Franklin as a printer, 29—Prac.
tises the grossest fraud on Franklin, 35.

Kippis, Dr., a calumny of his respecting Franklin corrected, 398.

L
ZLamps, improvement thereof, 133.
Languages, began to study, 105.
Law of Nations, proposed improvement thereof, 449.
Lee, Arthur, petition of, with Bollan and Franklin, st
Legal tender of paper money, he opposes, 178,
Legislators and muhemmcmm, hereditary, 324.
Library, the first established in Philadelphia, 83.
Lighting and Paving of Philadelphia set on foot by Franklin, 133.
Lightning, dravwn from the clouds, 164—theory of conductors, 165.

- Legan, Mr., account of;, 120.

Zoudon, lord, arrives it Philadelphia, 167—His mode of dispatching bu.
siness, 168—His ideas of public service, 172-~Cause of hiy remhoval,
172

ZLoughberough, lord, his abuse of Franklin before the privy cauncil, 227.

JLatwich, captain, account of his fast-sailing packet, 173.

Lyons, Dr., encourages Franklin to write on religious subjects, 44.

M
Magnetism, animal, 446,
Makon, lord, refutes Mr, Wilson's attack of Fm\klm’n system of light-
ning conductors, 322

Mandewille’s, Dr., friendship for Pranklin, 44
JMarboeie, Barbé, his secret letter on American affairs, Note. 426.
WJMassachusetts, appoints Franklin agent in England, 209~the colony of, a
sketch of the importance of, 224~—their judges made independent, 225
--Dispute with governors Bernard and Hutchinson, 225—Report of their
house of representatives on Hutchinson’s letters, 226.
VOL. L, 3
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Medal, a gold one awarded to Franklin, 165.

Mecting-house, how to obtain a subscription for, 131.

Memorial to the King, 331.

Meredith, enters into partnership with Franklin, 38.

Method, ihportance of, 94.

Meyrick, an army agent, his letter to general Arnold, 406--ah aseount
of the 5000% paid him for his treachery, 407.

Mickle, anecdote of Mr. “.muel, 62.

Military spirit, excited by Franklin, 116.

Militia, writes in favor of, 153—His magnanity on the occasion, 117.

Militia Bills, governor refuses to ratify, 200.

JAfirabeau, proposes to the national uumbly of Prance a public mourn-
ing for Franklin, 507.

Meravians, account of the, 154,-159.

HMorris, James, anecdote of, 139-—returns from England, 161.

N

Nuirne and Henly, verify Franklin’s theory, 393

Neate, Mr. W, lotter to Franklin, 302.

New England Courant begun by +he Franklins 18.

New Jersey, first issues paper money, 4---William Franklin, the doctor’s
son, appointed governor of, 196,—appoints Franklin agent in England,
209.

HNewspaper, mode of conducting, 102~-Newspapers English he writesin,
184—Effects of, 186.

MNoalles, marquis, quits London, 383

Noiles, the abb€, opposes Funklm s system of electricity, 163~claims
the discovery of the theory of lightning, 164.

MNortk’s, lord, motion in the house of commons respecting America, 339.

Notes, for discourse with lord Chatham, 320,

o
Dfﬁ'«. public; Franklin’s maxim concerning, 118.
Onaslow, Arthur, esq., Franklin’s Historical Review dedicated to him, 184.
Orme, captain, anecdote of, 150.
Oswald, Mr., is succeeded by David Hartley, esq., as minister from Great
Britain, 432.
Ogferd University coafers the degree of L. L. D, on Franklin, 196.
» .
Paine’s pamphlet, © Comtnon Sense,” effects of, in America, 359.
Paper currency proposed by, 70—Legal tender opposed, 178.
Parlament, British, arguments against its right to tax the American co-
lonies, 222.
Poartuerehips, advice in, 115.
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Paving aund bghting of Philadelphia, set on foot by Dr. Franklin, 132.

Paxten murders, account of the, 198.

Pemberton, Dr., an early friend of Franklin, 44.

Penn, William, anecdote of 120—Bxacts. quit rents, 121.Character of,
192 Attaches himself to James the Second, 192—deprived of his au-
thority in Pennsylvania, 193—is i stated, 193.

Penasylvania, Library, an account of the, 85—state of the province of in
1757, 178-—First royal charter granted to the colony, 188—First cause
of dispute with the colony of, 198—Petition from, to the king, 200.

Petition of W. Bollan, B. Franklin, and Artbur Lee, 330.

Petision to the king from congress, in 1774, 273,-206~The last to the

Philadelphia Library first established by Franklin, 83~Plan for cleansing
and paving the streets, 131.

Philosspliical Society of Philadelphia, proposed by Franklin, 116.

Piquet, M. La Mothe, cuptures 22 sail of British merchant vessels, 409.

Pits, Wm,, earl of U!a ., consults Franklin respecting Canada, 194.

. Plain truth published, 116,

Plan of Union at Albany in 1754, 137—Adopted by usembly. rejected by
the British government, 142.

Pian of permanent union, 328.

Polybius, supposed translation of a Fragment of, by sir William Jones, 416.

Poor Richard’s almanac first published, 101.

Postmaster, he is appointed in 1753, 136.

Pownall, governor, anecdote of, 141,-305.

Prayers, Fraoklin’a mo  for, 474.

Preaching, anecdotes of, 104.

Preface by W. T. Franklin, iv. '

Priestley’s, Dr., testimony of the merits of Franklin’s discoveries in elec.
tricity, 210--Uis account of Fravklin’s demeanor before the privy
council, 227.

Privateering, proposes to put an end to, 449.

- Privy council discuse the Massachusetts’ petition. Mr. Wedderburn's

abuse of Pranklin, 237.

Preject, an extensive one, 98.

Proprietary, refuse to tax their estates for public defenee, 174~-Remon-
strance against, 179-—The disputes with great influence on forming
character of- Franklin, and on the revolution, 183-disputes with, 199.

Protest, an eloquent one by Franklin, 346.

Purchase of Dr. Franklin’s 'writings by British ministers confuted, vi,-viii.

Public affairs, Franklin first turns attention to, 109.

e
Quakers’ meeting, the first house Franklin entered at Philadelphia after
his arrival, 25—Anecdote of the, 119~Take an active part in opposing
the rioters denominated Paxton Boys, 198,
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Ralph, the historian, curious anecdote of, 37--becomes schoolmaster, 4% °

~obtains a.pension for political writing, 167.
.kead, Mr., father of Franklin’s wife, 28.
Religion, a new one proposed to be established, 97.

. Religious creed of Franklin, 76.

Remarks, on propositions for re¢onciliation, 333.

Remonstrance, drawn up against the selfishness of proprietary, 179. °
Resolution of congress, proposed introduction to,

Richard’s, poar, almanac, 101. D

Richmann, prafessor, introduces Franklin’s electrical discoveries into Rus3

sia, 216. )
Right of British parliament to tax America, 222.
Rochefoucault’s eulogium on Franklin’s system of government, 477.
Roy, Mons. Le, refutes the abbé Nollet, 162.
Royal Society of London, Franklin chosen a member thereof, 185
Rum, Indian outor’o apology for drinking, 127.
Rutledge, ankhn, and Adams, meet lord Howe, 361.

_ Salaries, Franklin’s speech thereon, 469,

Sandwich, lord, attributes lord Chatham’s motion to Franklin, 328,
Scotland, Franklin visits, 195.

Shelburn, American business taken from lord, 221.

Shirley, general, anecdote of, 179

Slave Trade, 486.

Sloane’s, sir Hans, visit to Franklin, 44.

Smith, Dr., pronounces a funeral oration for Franklin, 505,

Wpangenberg, bishop, some account of, 154.

 Species, the animosity. of the English lords leads them to say Americans.

are of different species from Englishmen, 346.

Spotewgod, colonel, governor of: Virginia, 108..

#Staél, the Baron de, letter on the peace with Sweden and requesting Mn,
Temple Franklin to be employed at the Swedish court, 430.

Stamp Act, origin of, 204--caricature oceasioned thereby, 208—distun.
bance in America, occasioned by passing the, 225-first objects of, 268,
~~its repeal, 269

Stanhepe, lord, kalin writes to, 318,

«Strahan, king’s printer, fac simile of a letter to, 356.

Swimming, great feat in the art of, 51.

T
Femperance, importance of, 95.
Temple, Mr. John, his ducl with Mr. Whately, 250,
$ennent, Rev. Gilbert, account of, 130,
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Themeon, Charles, secretary to first congress, 1774, 273,

:l'realy of alliance between France and America, 383.

Tucker, dean, controversy with Franklin, 261—Reflections thereon, 267
Tumult at Boston, 225. v

Tyron on vegetable diet. Influence of), 116.

v
Firtue, art of, 98.
¥aughan's, Benjamin, letter to Franklin requesting him to continue hia
memoirs, 77.
Vergennes, the count de, receives the American commissioners, 380.
Vernon’s confidence in Franklin, 32. '

U
Union of the colonies, plan of, proposed at Albany, 137.
~—— fire company founded, 110.
University, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, confers degree of M. A, 136,

Yale, Connecticut, do. 136.
=————=t— St. Andrews, Scotland, confers degree of L. L. D., 196.
~—————— Edinburg, Scotland, do. 196.
Oxford, England, do. 196.
w

Walpole, hon. Thomas, advises Franklin not to present his protest, 346
letter to Pranklin, 347—interview with, 348.

#ashingsen, general, letter of congratulation to I-‘rankhn on his retyrn
to America, 463.

Watch, the city, established by Franklin, 109.

W atson, Dr., draws up an account of Franklin’s discoveries, which is
read before the Royal Society of London, 164,

azes, printer, Franklin employed by, 43.

Webb, George, anecdote of, §5—another 6.

#edderburn, (afterwards lord Loughborough) his abuse of Franklin be-
fore the privy council, 227

Whately's duel with Mr. Temple of Boston, 250~their dispute stated, 252.

Whitfield, Rev, George, arrives at Philadelphia, 111~departs for Georgia,
builds an orphan house there, 112--His character vindicated, 113~
‘Traits of character, 114,

Wilson’s, Mr., objections to Franklin's hghtmng conductors, 392-<his
objections overthrown by Messrs. Henley and Nairne, 393.

P oolaston’s religion of nature, writes a disgertation on, 44.

" Wright, Dr., introduces Franklin’s discoveries in philosophy to the Royak

Society of London, 164,
Wyndham, sir William, is introduced to, 52,

. X
Yale college, confers degree of M, A, 136
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The Emblematic Card to fold in at page 270.

The Fac Simile newspaper to fold in, 412.

‘.I'heremtwobdhheeuoftheum:resm—theﬁm is from 449 to
456 the second 457 to 464.

In the numbering of the pages, the printer, instead of numbering the first
page of 3 Q, 489, has advanced to 499, whereby there appears to be
an omission of ten pages, but there is no omissien, the error is in the

numbering.
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

"&2c. &e.

To William Franklin, Esq., Governor of New Jersey,
North America. ,
Twy ford, at the Bishop of St. Asapl’s» 1771,
DEAr SoN, . ,

I HAVE ever had a pleasure in obtaining any little anec-
dotes of my ancestors. You may remember the inquiries I
made among the remains of my relations, when you were with
me in England, and the journey I undertook for that purpose.
Imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to learn the cir-
cumstances of my life, many of which you are unacquainted
with, and expecting the enjoyment of a few weeks’ uninter-
rupted leisure, I sit down to write them. Besides, there are
some other inducentents that excite me to this undertaking.
From the poverty and obscurity in which I was born, and in
which I passed my earliest years, I have raised myself to a
state of affluence and some degree of celcbrity in the world.
As constant good fortune has accompanied me even to an ad-
vanced period of life, my posterity will perhaps be desirous
of leaniing the means, which I employed, and which, thanks
to Providence, so well succeeded with me. They may also
deem them fit to be imitated, should any of them find them-

: * Dr. Shipley.
Yor. 1. B
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selves in similar circumstances. This good fortune, when I
reflect on it, which is frequently the case, has induced me
sometimes to say, that if it were left to my choice, 1 should
have no objection to go over the same life from its beginning
to the end: requesting only the advantage authors have, of
correcting in a second edition the faults of the first. So would
I alsp wish to change some incidents of it for othere more fa-
vorable. Notwithstanding, if this condition was denied, I
should still accept the offer of re-commencing the same life.
But as this repetition is not to be expected, that which resem-
bles most living one’s life over again, seems to be to recall
all the circumstances of it; and to render this remembrance
more durable to record them in writing. In thus employing
myself Ishall yield to the inclination so natural to old men,
of talking of themselves and their own actions; and I shall
indulge it without being tiresome to those, who, from respect
to my age, might conceive themselves obliged to listen to me,
since they will be always free to read me or not. And lastly
(1 may as well confess it, as the denial of it would be believ-
ed by nobody) I shall perhaps not a little gratify my own
vanity. Indeed, I never heard or saw the introductory words
s¢ Without vanity I may say,” &c. but some vain thing imme-
diately followed. Most people dislike vanity in others, what-
ever share they have of it themselves, but I give it fair quar-
ter, wherever I meet with it, being persuaded that it is often
productive of good to the possessor, and to others who are
within his sphere of action: and therefore, in many cases, it
would not be altogether absurd, if a man were to thank God
for his vanity among the other comforts of life.

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire with all hu-
mility to acknowledge that I attribute the mentioned happi-
ness of my past life to his divine providence, which led me
to the means I used, and gave the success. My belief of this
jnduces me to hope, though I must not presume, that the same

- goodness will still be exercised towards me, in continuing that

happiness or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, which I may
experience as others have done; the complexion of my future
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fortune being known to him only, in whose power it is to
bless us, even in our afflictions.
Some notes, one of my uncles (who had the same curjosty

‘in collecting family anecdotes) once put into my hands, fur-

nished me with several particulars relative to.our ancestors.
From these notes I learnt that they lived in the same village,
Ecton in Notthamptonshire, on a freehold of about thirty
acres, for at least three hundred years, and how much longer
could not be ascertained.®

This semall estate would not have sufficed for their mafnte-
nance withoat the business of a smith, which had continued in
the family down to my uncle’s time, the eldest son being
always brought up to that .employment; a custom which ke

§ Perbaps from the time, when the name of Frawkrixn, which before
was the name of an order of people, was assumed by them for a surname,
when others took surnames all over the kingdom.

As a proof that FRANKLIN Was 'mciently the common name of an or-
der or rank in England, see Judge Fortescue, De laudibus Legum Anglic,
written about the year 1412, in which is the following passage, to show
that good juries might easily be-formed in any part of England.-

“ Regiio etiam illa, ita respersa refertaque est possesroridus terrarum et
agrorum, quod in ea, villula tam parva reperiri non poterit, in qua non
est wmiles, armiger, vel pater-familias, qualis ibidem Frawkleri vulgariter
nuncupatur, magnis ditatus possessionibus, nec non libere tenentes et alii
walecti plurimi, suis pattimoniis sufficientes ad faciendum juratam, in for-
Jna pranotata.

“ Moreover, the same country is so filled and reprenished with landed
mentie, that therein so small a thorpe cannot be found wherein dweleth
not a knight, an esquire, or such a householder, as is there commanty
¢alled @ Franklin, enviched with great possessions; and also other free.
holders amd many yesmen able for their livelihoodes to make a jury in
form aforementioned.”—( O Translation.) '

Chavycer too calls his country gentleman, a Franklind; and after describ.
ing his good housekeeping, thus characterises him:

¢ This worthy Pranklin bore a purse of silk,

Fix'd te his girdle, white as morning milk.
Knight of the Shire, first Justice at th® Assize,
To help the poor, the doubtful to advise.

In all émployments, generous, just, he proved;
Renown'd for couttesy, by all beloved,
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and my father followed with regard to their eldest sons.
When I searched the registers at Ecton, I found an account
of their marriages and burials from the year 1555 only, as
the registers kept did not commence previous thereto. I how-

ever learnt from it, that I was the youngest son of the young-,

est son for five generations back. My grandfather Thomas,
who was born 1598 lived at Ecton, till he was too old to con-
tinue his business, when he retired to Banbury in Oxford-
shire, to the house of his son John, with whom my father
served an apprenticeship. There my uncle died and lies bu-
ried. We saw his grave-stonein 1758. His eldest son Thomas
lived in the house at Ecton, and left it with the land to his
only daughter, who with her husband, one Fisher of Welling-
borough, sold it to Mr. Isted now lord of the manor there.
My grandfather had four sons, who grew up; viz. Thomas,
Jobn, Benjamin, and Josiah. Being at a distance from my
papers, I will give you what account I can of them from
memory: and if my papers are not lost in my absence, you
will find among them many more particulars.

¢ The following is a copy of an oi-iginal letter, which is in the hands of
the publisher in Philadelphia; it is a curious relique, and was found
among the wreok of Dr. Franklin's papers, several years ago.

From Josiah to B. Frankiin. ) )
LovixNg Sow.

AS to the original of our name there is various opinions;.some say
that it came from a sort of title of which a book, that you bought when
here, gives a lively account. Some think we are of a French extract,
which was formerly called Franks; some of a free line; a line free from
that vassalage which was common to subjects in days of old : some from
a bird of long red legs. Your uncle Benjamin made inquiry of one skilled
in heraldry, who told him there'is two coats of armour, one belonging to
the Franklins of the north, and one to the Pranklins of the west. How-
ever our circumstances have been such as that it hath hardly been worth
while to concern ourselves much about these things, any farther than to
tickle the fancy a little.

The first that T can give account of, is my great g'm\d fatber, as it was
a custom in those days among young men too many times to goe to seek
their fortune, and in his travels he went upon liking to a taylor; but he
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Thomas, my eldest uncle, was bred a smith under his fa-
ther, but .being ingemious, and encouraged in learning, (as
all my brothers were) by an esquire Palmer, then the princi-
pal inhabitant of that parish, he qualified himself for the bar, .
and became a considerable man in the county; was chiel

kept such a stingy house, that he left him and travelled farther, and
came to a smith’s house, and coming on a fasting day, being in popish
times, he did not like there the first day; the next morning the servant
was called up at five in the morning, but after a little time came a good
toast and good beer, and he found good housekeeping there; he served
and learned the trade of a smith.

In queen Mary’s days, either his wife, or my grandmother, by father’s
side, informed my father that they kept their bible fastened under the top
of a joint-stool that they might turn up the book and read in the bible,
that when any body came to the doré they turned up the stool for fear of
the aparitor, for if it was discovered, they would be in hazard of their
lives. My grandfather was a smith also, and settled at Eton in Northamp-
tonshire, and he was imprisoned a year and a day-on suspicion of his be-
ing the author of some poetry that touched the character of some great
man. He had only one son and one daughter; my grandfather’s name was
Henry, my father’s name was Thomas, my mother’s name was Jane. My
father was born at Ecton or Eton, Nerthamptonshire, on the 18th of Oc-
tober, 1598; married to Miss Jane White, niece to Coll White, of Banbu-
ry, and died in the 84th year of his age. There was nine children of us
who were happy in our parents, who took great care by their instructions
and pious example to breed us up in a religious way. My eldest brother
bad but one child, which was married to one Mr. Fisher, at Wallingbo-
rotigh, in Northamptonshire. The town was lately burnt down, and whether
she was a sufferer or not I cannot tell, or whether she be living or not.
Her father dyed worth fiftecen hundred pounds, but what her circum-
stances are now I know not. She hath no child. If you by the freedom of
your office, makes it more likely to convey a letter to her, it would be
acceptable to me. There is also children of brother John and sister Mor-
ris, but I hear nothing from them, and they write not to me, so thatI know
not where to find them. I'have been again to about secing ...cuvieevinnes but
bave mist of being informed. We received yours, and are glad to hear
poor Jammy is recovered so well. Son John received the letter, but is so
busy just now that he cannot write you an answer, but will do the best he
can.

, Now with hearty love to, and prayer for you all, I rest your affection-
ate father. '

Boston, May 26, 1739. JOSIAIL FRANKLIN.
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mover of all public-spirited enterprizes for the county or
town of Northampton, as well as of his own village, of which
many instances were related of him: and he was much taken
notice of, and patronized by lord Halifax. He died in 1702,
the 6th of January; four years to a day before I was born.
The recital which some elderly persons made to us of his
character, I remember, struck you as something extraordi-
nary, from its similarity with what you knew of me. ¢ Had
he died,” said you, ¢ four years later, on the same day, one
might have sapposed a transmigration.” John, my next un-
cle, was bred a dyer, I believe of wool. Benjamin was bred
a silk dyer, serving an apprenticeship in London. He was
an ingenious man. I remember, when I was a boy, he came
to my father’s in Boston, and resided in the house with us
for several years. There was always a particular affection
between my father and him, and I was his godson. He lived
to a great age. He left behind him two quarto volumes of
mauuscript, of his own poetry, con-isting of fugitive pieces
addressed to his friends. He had invented a short-hand of his
own, which he taught me, but not having practised it, I have
now forgotten it. He was very pious, and an assiduous atten-
dant at the sermons of the best preachers, which he reduced
to writing according to his method, and bad thus collected
several volumes of them. He was also a good (eil of a poli-
tician; too much so, perhaps for his station. There fell lately
into my hands in London, a collection he made of all the prin-
cipal political pamphlets relating to public affairs, from the
ycar 1641 to 1717 ; many of the volumes are wanting, as ap-
pears by their numbering, but there still remains eight vo-
Jumes in folio, and twenty in quarto and in octavo. A dealer
in old books had met with them, and kno'-ing me by name,
having bought books of him, he brougzht them to me. It would
appear that my uncle must have left them here, when he went
to America, which was about fifty years ago. I found several
of his notes in the margins. His grandson, Samuel Franklin,
is still living in Boston.

Our humble family early embraced the reformed religion.
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Qur forefathers contioued Protestants through the reign of
Mary, when they were sometimes in danger of persecution,
om account of their zeal against popery. They bad an Esg-
ligh bible, and to conceal it, and place it in safety, it wag fas«
tened open with tapes under and within the cover of a joint
stool. When my great grandfather wished te read it to his
family, be plared the joint stool on his knees, and then turn~
ed ever the leaves under the tapes. One of the children stend
at the door to give notice if he saw the apparitor coming,
who was an officer of the spiritual court. In that case the
stool was turned down again upon its feet, when the bihle re-
mained concealed under it as before. This asecdote I had
from uncle Benjamin, The family continued all of the church
of England, till about the end of Charles II. reign, when
some of the ministers that had been outed for their noncon-
formity, holding conventicles in Northamptonshire, my uncle
Benjamin and my father Josiah adhered to them, and so con-
tinued all their lives: the rest of the family remained with
the episcopal church,

My father married young, and carried his wife with three
children to New England, about 1682. The conventicles be-
ing at that time forbidden by law, and frequently disturbed
in their meetings, some considerable men of his acquaintance
determined to go to that country, and he was prevailed with
to accompany them thither, where they expected to enjoy the
exercise of their religion with freedom. By the same wife
my father had four children more born there, and by a second
wife ten others; in all seventeen; of which I remember to
have seen thirteen sitting together at his table, who all grew
up ta years of maturity, and were married: I was the young-
est son, and the youngest of all except two daughters. I was
bora in Boston in New England. My mother, the second
wife of my father, was Abiah Folger, daughter of Peter Fol-
ger, ane of the first settlers of New England; of whom hen-
orable mention is made by Cotton Mather, in his ecclesiasti-
cal history of that country, entitled Magnalia Christi Ameri-
cana, as ¢a goodly and learned Englishman,” if I remem-
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ber the words rightly. I was informed he wrote several smalil .
occasional works, but only one of them was printed, which I
remember to have seen several years since. It was written in
-1675. It was in familiar verse, according te the taste of the
times and people; and addressed to the government there. It
asserts the liberty of conscience, in behalf of the Anabap-
tists, the Quakers, and other sectarians, that had been perse-
cuted. He attributes to this persecution the Indian wars, and
other calamities that had befallen the country; rcgarding
thent as so0 many judgments of God, to punish so heinous an
offence, so contrary to charity. This piece appeared to me as
written with manly freedom and a pleasing simplicity. The
six last lines I remember, but have forgotten the preceding
ones of the stanza; the purpose of them was, that his cen-
suves proceeded from good will, and therefore he would be
known to be the author.

“Because to be a libeller (said he)
. 1 hate it with my heart;
From Sherburne® town, where no I dwell,
My name I do put here;
Without offence, your real friend,—
It is Peter Folgicr.

My clder brothers were all put apprentices to different
trades. I was put to the grammar school at eight years of
age, my father intending to devote ine, as the tythe of his
sons, to the service of the church. My early readiness in
learning to read (which must have been very early, and I do
not remember when I could not read) and the opinion,of all
my friends, that I should certainly make a good scholar, en-
_couraged him in this purpose of his. My uncle Benjamin, too,
approved of it, and proposed to give me his short-hand
volumes of sermons to set up with, if I would learn short-
hand. .

I continued however at the grammar school rather less
than a year, though in-that time I had risen gradually from

© Sherbarne iu the island of Nantucket:
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the middie of the class of that year, to be at the head of the
same class, and was removed into the next class, whence I
was to be placed in the third at the end of the year. But my
father, burthened with a numerous family, was unable, with~
eut inconvenience, to support the expense of a college educa-
tion; considering moreover, as he said to ane of his friends
in my presence, the little encouragement that line of life af-

~ forded to those educated for it, he gave up his first intentions,

took me from the grammar school, and sent me to a schoal
for writing and arithmetic, kept by a then famous man, Mr,
George Brownwell. He was a skilfal master, and successful
in his profession, employing the mildest and most encourag-
ing methods. Under him I learnt to write a good hand pretty
soon, but failed entirely in arithmetic. At ten years old, I
was taken to help my father in his business of a tallow-chan-
dler and soap-boiler, a business to which he was not bred,
but had assumed on his arrival in New England, becanso
he found that his dying trade, being in little request, would
not maintain his family. Accordingly, I was employed in cut-
ting the wick for the candles, filling the molds for cast can-
dles, attending the shop, going of errands, &c.

1 disliked the trade, and had a strong inclination to go to
sea, but my father declared against it; but.residing uear the
svater, I was much in it and or it. I learnt to swim well, and
to manage boats; and when embarked with other boys, I was
commonly allowed to govern, especially in any case of diffi-
culty; and upon other occasions, I was generally the leader
among the boys, and sometimes led them into scrapes, of
which I will mention an instance, as it shews an early pro-
jecting public apirit, though not then justly conducted,

There was a salt marsh which bounded part of the mill-
pond, on the edge of which at high water we used to stand to
fish for mingows; by much trampling we had made it a mere
quagmnire. My proposal was to build a wharf there for us to
stand upon, and I shewed my comrades a large heap of stones,
which were intended for 2 new house near the .marsh, and
which would very well suit our purpose. Accordingly, in the

VYo I. C :
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evening, when the workinen were gone home, I assembled =
number of my playfellows, and we worked diligently like so
many emmets, sometimes two or three to a stone, till we
had broughbt them all to make our little wharf. The next
morning the workmen were surprised, on missing the stones
which formed our wharf; inquiry was made after the authors
of this transfer, we were discovered, complained of, and cor-
rected by our fathers; and though I demonstrated the utility
of our work, ‘mine convinced me that, that whu:h was ned
truly honest could not be truly useful.

I suppose you may like to know what kind of a man-my
father was. He had an cxcellent constitution, was of a mid-
dle stature, well set, and very strong: he could draw pretti-
ly, was a little skilled in music; his voice was sonorous and
agreeable, so that when he played on his violin and sang
withal, as he was accustomed to do after the business of the
day was over, it was extremely agreeable to hear. He had
some knowledge of mechanics, and on occasion was very
handy with otber tradesmen’s tools; but bis great excellence
was his sound understanding and solid- judgment in praden-
tial matters, both in private and public affairs. It is true he
was never employed in the latter, the numerous family be
bad to educate, and the strictness of his circumstances keep-
ing him close to his trade: but I remember well his being
frequently visited by leading men, who consulted him for his
opinion in public affairs, and those of the charch he belonged
to, and who shewed great respect for his judgment and ad-
vice: he was also much consulted by private persons about
their affairs, when any difficulty occurred; and frequently
chasen an arbitrator between contending parties. At his table
he liked to have, as often as he could, some sensible friend
or neighbor to converse with, and always took care to start
some ingenious or useful topic for discourse, which might
tend to improve the minds of his children. By this means he
turned our attention to what was good, just, and prudent, in
the conduct of life; and little or no notice was ever taken of
wint related to the victuals on the table, whether it was well
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or ill dressed, in or out of season, of good or bad Savor,
preferable or inferior to this or that other thing of the kind,
8o that I was brought up in such a perfect inattention to those
matters, as to be quite indifferent as to what kind of food was
set before me. Indeed I am 8o unobservant of it, that to this
day I can scarce tell a few i.ours after dinner of what dishes
it consisted.  This has been a great convenience to me in tra-
velling, where my companions have been sometimes very un-
bappy for want of a suitable gratification of their more deli-
cate because better instructed tastes and appetites.

My mother had likewise an excellent constitution: she
suckled all her ten children. I never knew either my father
or mother to bave any sickness, but that of which they died—
e at 89 and she at 85 years of age. They lie buried together
at Boston, whero 1 some years since placed a marble over
their grave, with this inscription: -

Josialt Franklin
and i
Abiah his wife
lie here interred.
They lived lovingly together in wedlock
fifty-five years.

And without an estate, or any gainful employment
By constant labor and honest industry,
maintained a large family comfortaﬁly,

And brought up thirteen children and seven grandchildren
respectably.
From this instance, reader,
Be encouraged to diligence in thy calling,
And distrust not Providence.

He was a pious and prudent man;
She a discreet and virtuous woman.
Their youngest son,

In filial regard to their memory,

Places this stone. .
J. F. bern 1655, died 1744, /Etas 89.
A F. ~iows 1667, womem 1752, —gme 85.

By my rambling digressions, I perceive myself to be
grown old. T used to write more methodically. But oxie does



12 MEMOINS OF

not dress for private company as for a publlc ball. Perbaps
it is only negllgence
To return: I continued thus employed in my father’o busi-
ness for two years, that is till I was twelve years old; and
my brother John, who was bred to that bueiness, having jeft
my father, married and set up for himself at. Rhode Island,
there was every appearance that I was destined to supply his
place, and beceme a talloew-chandler. But my dislike to the
trade continuing, my father had apprehensions, that if he did
not put me to one more agreeable, I should.break loose and
" go to sea, as my brother Josiah had done, to his great vexa-
tion. In consequence he took me to walk with him, and see
joiners, bricklayers, turners, braziers, &c. at their work, that
he might observe my inclination, and endeavor to fix it on some
trade or profession that would keep me on land. It has ever
since been a pleasure to. me to see good workmen handle their
tools; and it has been often useful to me to have learnt so
much by it as to be able to do some trifling jobs in the house,
when & workman was not at hand, and to construct little ma-
chines for my experiments, at the moment when the inten-
tion of making them was warm in my mind. My father
determined at last for the cutler’s trade, and placed me for
some days on trial with Samuel, son to my uncle Benjamin,
who was bred te that trade in London, and had just establish-
ed himself in Boston. But the sum he exacted as a fee for
my apprenticeship displeased my: father, and I was taken
home again. From my infancy I was passionately fond of
reading, and all the money’ that came into my hands was laid
out in the purchasing of books. I was very fond of voyages.
My first acquisition was Bumyan’s works in separate little
. volumes. I afterwards sold them to enable me to buy R. Bur-
ton’s Historical Collections ; they were small chapmen’s books,
and cheap, 40 volumes in all. My father’s little library con-
sisted chiefly of books in polemic divinity, most of which K
read. I have often regretted, that at a time when I had such
a thirst for knowledge, more proper books had aot fallen into
my way, since it was psplved I should not be bred to divini-
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ty; there was among them Plutarch’s lives, which I read
abundantly, and I still think that time spent to great advan-
tage. There was also a book of De Foe's, called an Essay os
Projects, and another of Dr. Mather’s, called an Essay to do
&0od, which perhaps gave me a turn of thiaking that had an
influence on sowe of the principal future events of my life.
This bookish inclination at length determined my father to
make me a printer though he had already one som (James)
of that prefession. In 1717 my brother James returned from
England with a press and letters to set up his business in
Boston. I liked it much better than that of my. father, but
still bad an hankering for the sea. To prevent the apprehend-
ed effect of such an inclination, my father was impatient to
bave me bound to my brother. I stood out some time, but at
last was persuaded, and signed the indentures when I was
yet but twelve years old. I was to serve as an apprestice till
I was twenty-one years of age, only I was to be allowed jour-
neyman’s wages during the last year. In a little time I made -
a great progress in the business, and became a useful hand to
my brother. I now had access to better books. An acquaint-
ance with the apprentices of booksellers, enabled me some-
times to borrow a small ome, which I was careful to return
soon and clean. Often I sat up in my chamber the greatest
past of the night, when the book was borrowed in the evening
to be returned in the morning, lest it should be found missing.
After some time a merchant, an ingenious sensible man, Mr.
Matthew Adams, who had a pretty collection of books, fre-
quented our printing office, took notice of me, and invited mo
to see his library, and very kindly proposed to lend me such
books as I chose to read. I now took a strong inclination for
poetry, and wrote some little pieces; my brother supposing it
might turn to account, encouraged me, and induced me to
compose two occasional ballads. One was called the Light-
house tragedy, and contained an account of the shipwreck of
captain Worthilake, with bis two daughters: the other was a
sailor’s song, ou the taking of the famous Teach (or Black-
board) the pirate. They were wretched staff, in stroet ballad

L4
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style; and when they were printed, my brother sent me about
the towy) to sell them. The first sold prodigiously, the event
" being recent, and having made a great noise. This success
flattered my vanity, but my father discouraged me, by criti-
cising my performances, and telling me, verse makers were
generally beggars. Thus I escaped being a poet, and proba-
bly a very bad one: but as prose writing has been of great
use to me in the course of my life, and was a principal means
of my advancement, I shall tell you how in such a situation,
I acquired what little ability I may be supposed to have in
that way. -

There was another booknsh lad in the town, John Collins
by name, with whom I was intimately acquainted. We some-
times disputed, and very fond we were of argument, and
very desirous of confuting one awbther, which disputatious
turn, by the way, is apt to become a very bad habit, making
people often extremely disagreeable in company, by the con-
tradiction that is mecessary to bring it into practice; and
thence besides souring and spoiling the conversation, it is
productive of disgusts and perhaps enmities with those who
may have occasion for friendship. I had caught this by read-
ing my father’s books of disputes on religion. Persons of good
sense, I have since observed, seldom fall into it, except law-
yers, university men, and generally men of all sorts who
have been bred at Edinburg. A question was once some how
or other started, between Collins and me, on the propriety of
educdting the female sex in learning,.and their abilities for
study. He was of opinion that it was improper, and that they
were naturally unequal to it. I took the contrary side, per-
haps for dispute sake. He was naturally more eloquent, hav-
ing a greater plenty of words; and sometimes as I thought I
was vanquished mbre by his fluency than by the strength of
his reasons. As we parted without settling the point, and
were not to see one another again for some time, I sat down
to put my arguments in writing, which I copied fair and sent
to him. He answered, and I replied. Three or foar letters on
a tide had passed, when my father happened to find my pa-
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pers and read them. Without entering into the subject in dis-
putes, he took occasion to talk to me about my manner of
writing ; observed that though I had the advantage of my an-
tagonist in correct spelling and pointing, (which he attributed
to the printing house) I fell far short in elegance of expres-
sion, in method, and perspicuity, of which he convinced me
by several instances. I saw the justice of his remarks, and
thence grew more attentive to my manner of writing, and
determined to endeavor to improve my style.

About this time I met with an odd volume of the Specta-
tor. I had never before seen any of them. I bought it, read
it over and over, and was much delighted with it. I thought
the writing excellent, and wished if possible to imitate it.
With that view I took some of the papers, and making short
hints of the sentiments in each sentence, laid them by a few
days, and then without looking at the book, tried to complete
the papers again, by expressing each hinted sentiment at
length and as fully as it had been expressed before in any
suitable words that should occur to me. Then I compared
my Spectator with the original, discovered some of my faults,
and corrected them. But I found I wanted a stock of words,
or a readiness in recollecting and using them, which I thought
I should have acquired before that time, if I had gone on mak-
ing verses; since the continual search for words of the same-
import, but of different lengths, to suif ‘the measure, or of
different sounds for the rhyme, would have laid me under a
constant necessity of searching for variety, and also have
tended to fix that variety in my mind, and make me master
of it. Therefore I took some of the tales in the Spectator, and
toarned them into verse: and after a time, when I had pretty
well forgotten the prose, turned them back again. I also some-
times jumbled my collection of hints into confusion, and after
some weeks endeavored to reduce them into the best order,
before I began to form the full sentences and complete the
subject. This was to teach me method in the arrangement of
the thoughts. By comparing my work with the original, I dis-
eovered many faults and corrected them but I sometimes had
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the pleasure to fancy, that in particulars of small consequence
1 bad been fortunuie enough to improve the method or the
language, and this encouraged me to think, that I might in
time come to be a tolerable English writer, of which I was ex-
tremely ambitious. The time I alloted for writing exercises
and for reading, was at night, or before work began in the
morning, or on Sunday, when I contrived to be in the print-
ing house, avoiding as much as I could, the constant atten-
dance at public worship, which my father used to exact from
me wher [ was under his care, and which I still continued to
consider as a duty, though I could net afford time to prac-
tise it .

When about sixteen years of age, I happened to meet with ~
another book, written by one Tryon recommending a vegeta-
ble diet. I determined to go into it. My brother being yet
unmarried, did not keep house, but boarded himself aud bis
apprentices in another family. My refusing to eat flesh occa- -
sioned an inconvenience, and I was frequently chid for my
singularity. I made myself acquainted with Tryon’s manner
of preparing some of his dishes, such as boiling potatoes or
rice, making hasty pudding, and a few others, and then pro-
posed to my brother, if he would give me weekly half the
money he paid for my board, I would board myself. He in-
stantly agreed to nt, and I presently found that I could save
half what he paid me.

This was an additional fund for buying of lmoks. But I
had another advantage in it. My brother and the rest going
from the printing office to their meals, I remained there alone;
and dispatching presently my light repast, which was often
no more than a biscuit, or a slice of bread and a handful of
raisins, a tart from the pastry cook’s,and a glass of water, had
the rest of the time till their return for study, in which I
made the greater progress, from that greater clearness of
head and quick apprehension, which geaerally attends tem-
perance in eating and drinking.

Now it was, that being on some occasion made ashamed of
my ignorance in figures, which I had twice failed learning
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when at school. I took Cocker’s book on arithmelic, and went
through the whole by mysell with the greatest case. I also
read Sellers and Sturny’s book on navigation, which made
me acquainted with the little geometry it contained; but I
ncver proceeded far in that science. I rcad about this time
Locke on the Human Unrderstanding, gnd the JArt of Thinking
by Messrs. du Port Royal.

While I was intent on improving my language, I met with
an English grammar, (I think it was Greenwood’s) baving
at the end of it two little sketches, on the arts of rhetoric
and logic, the latter finishing with a dispute in the Socratic
method; and soun after I procured Xenophon’s JMemorablc
things of Socrales, wherein there are many examples of the
sawe wethod. I was charmed by it, adopted it, dropt my ab-
rupt contradiction and positive argumentation, and put on the
humble inquirer; and being then, from reading Shaftesbury
and Collins, made a doubter, asIalready wasinmany points
of our religious doctrines, I found this method the safest for
myself and very embarrassing to those against whom I used
it; therefore I took delight in it, practised it continpally, and
grew very artful and cxpert in drawing people, even of su-
perior knowledge, into concessions, the consequences of which
they did not foresee; entangling them in difficulties, out of
which they could not extricate themselves, and so obtaining
victories, that neither myself nor my cause always deserved.
1 continued this method some few years, but gradually left it,
retaining only the habit of expressing mysclf in terms of
modest diffidence ; never using, when I advanced any thing
that may possibly be disputed, the word certainly—undoubtedly,
or any other that gave the air of positiveuess to an opinion;
but rather say I conceive, or apprehend a thing to be so and so;
it appears to me; or 1should not think it so, for such and such
reasons; or I imagine it to be s0; or it is so, if I am not mis-.
taken, This habit I believe has been of great advantage to
me, when I have had occasion to inculcate my opinions, and
persuade men into measures that I have becn from time to

You. I D



18 MEMOIRS OF

time engaged in promoting; and as the chief ends of conver-
sation are to inform, or to be informed, to please or to persuade;
, 1 wish well meaning and sensible men would not lessen their .
power of doing good by a positive assuming manner that sel-
dom fails to disgust, tends to create opposition, and to defeat
most of those purposes for which speech was given to us.

In fact if you wish to instruct others, a positive and dog-
matical manner in advancing your sentiments may occasion
opposition and prevent a candid attention. If you desire im-
provement from others you should not at the same time express
yourself fixed in your present opinions; modest and sensible
men who do not love disputation will leave you undisturbed in
the possession of your errors. In adopting such a manner,
you can seldom expect to please your learers, or obtain the
concurrence you desire. Pope judiciously observes,

Men must be taught as if you taught them not,

And things unknown proposed as things forgot.,
He also recommends it to us,

To speak tho’ sure, with seeming diffdence. .
And he might have joined with this line, that which he has
coupled with another, I think less properly,

For want of modesty is want of sense, '
If you ask, why less properly, I must repeat the lines,

Immodest words admit of no defence,

For want of modesty is want of sense.
Now is not the want of sense (where a man is'so unfortunate
as to want it) some apology for his want of modcéty? and
would not the lines stand more justly thus?

Immodest words admit but thie dgfence,

That want of modesty is want of sense.
This however, I should submit to better judgments.

My brother had in 1720 or 21, began to print a newspaper.
It was the second that appeared in America, and was called
the Vew England Courant. The only one before it, was the
Boston News Leiter. I remember his being dissuaded by some
of his friends from the undertaking, as not likely to succeed,
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one newspaper being in their judgment, enough for America.
At this time (1771) there are not less than five-and-twenty.d
He went on however, with the undertaking; I was employed
to earry the papers to the customers, after having worked in
composing the types and printing off the sheets. He had some
ingenious men among his friends, who amused themselves by
writing little pieces for this paper, which gained it credit,
and made it more in demand, and these gentlemen often visit-
ed us. ’

Iearing their conversations and their accounts of the ap-
probation their papers were received with, I was excited to
try my hand among them: but being still a boy, and sus-
pecting that my brother would object to printing any thing
of mine in his paper, if he knew it to be mine, I.contrived to
disguise my hand, and writing an anonymous paper, I put it
at night under the door of the printing house. It was found
in the morning, and communicated to his writing friends,
when they called in as usual. They read it, commented on it
in my hearing, and I had the exquisite pleasure of finding it -
had met with their approbation, and that in their different
guesses at the author, none were named but men of some cha-
racter among us for learning and ingenuity. I suppose that
I was rather lucky in my judges, and they were not really
80 very good as I then belicved them to be.

Encouraged however by this attempt I wrote and sent in
the same way to the press several other pieces, that were

,cqually approved; and I kept my secret till all my fund of
sense for such performances was exhausted, and then disco-
vered it, when I began to be considered with a little more at-
tention by my brother’s acquaintance. However, that did not
quite please him, as he thought it tended to make me too vain.
This might be one occasion of the differences we began to
have about this time. Though a brother, he considered him-
self as my master, and me as his apprentice, and accordingly
expected the same services from me as he would from another,
while I thought be degraded me too much in some he required

4 The number in 1817, exceeds 400.
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of me, who from a brother required more indulgence. Our
disputes were often brought before our father, and I fancy I
was either generally in the right or else a better pleader, be-
cause the judgment was generally in my favor. But my bro-
ther was passionate and had olten beaten me, which I took
extremely amiss; and thinking my apprenticeship very tedi-
ous, I was continually wishing for some opportunity of short-
ening it, which at length offered in a manner unexpected..

Perhaps the harsh and tyrannical tréatment of me, might
he a means of impressing me with the aversion to arbitrary
povwer, that has stuck to me through my whole life.

One of the pieces in our newspaper, on some political point,
which I have now forgotten, gave offence to the assembly.
Ile was takeg up, censured, and imprisoned for a month, by
the speaker’s warrant, I suppose because he would not disco-
ver the author. I too was taken up and examined before the
council; but though I did not give them any satisfaction,
they contented themselves with admonishing me and dismiss-
ed me, considering me perhaps as an apprentice, who was
bound to keep his master’s sccrets.

" During my brother’s confinement, which I resented a good
deal, notwithstanding our differences, 1 had the management
of the paper; and I made bold to give our rulers some rubs
in it, which my brother took very kindly, while others began
_ to consider me in an unfavorable light, as u youth that had a
turn for libelling and satire. My brother’s discharge was ac-
companied with an order (and a very odd one) that « James
Franklin should no longer print the -newspaper called ‘the
New England Courant.”

On a consultation held in oar printing office amongst his
friends, what he should do in this conjuncture, it was pro-
posed to elude the order, by changing the name of the paper;
hut my brother seeing inconveniences in this, came to a con-
clusion, as a better way, to let the paper in future be printed -
in the name of BENJAMIN FrANKLIN: and in order to avoid
the censure of the assembly that might fall on him, as still
Printing it by his apprentice, he contrived and consented that
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my old indenture should be returned to me, with a discharge
on the back ot it, to show in case of necessity, and in order
to secare to him the benefit of my service, I should sign new
indentures for the remainder of my time, which was to be
kept private. A very flimsy scheme it was; however, it was
immediately executed, and the paper was printed accordingly
ender my name for several months. At length a fresh differ-
ence arising between my brother ard me, I took upon me to
assert my (reedom; presuming that he would not venture to
produce the new indentures. It was not fair in me to take
this advantage, and this I therefore reckon as one of the first
errata of my life; but the unfairness of it weighed little with
me, when under the impressions of resentment for the blows
his passion too often urged him to bestow upon me: though
he was otherwise not an illnatured man: perhaps I was too
saucy and provoking. ’ )
When he found 1 would leave him, he took care to prevent
my getting employment in any‘other printing hduse in town,
by going round and speaking to cvery master, who accord-
ingly refused to give me work. I then thought of going to
New York, as the nearest place where there was a printer;
and I was rather inclinéd to leave Boston, when I reflected
that I had already made myself a little obnoxious to the go-
verning party, and from the arbitrary proceedings of the as-
sembly in my brother’s case, it was likely I might, if I staid,
soon bring myself into scrapes ; and further that my indiscreet
disputations about religion began to make me pointed at
with horror, by good people, as an infidel or atheist. I con-
cluded therefore to remove to New York; but my father now
siding with my brother, I was sensible that if I attempted to
go openly, means would be used to prevent me. My friend
Colling, therefore undertook to manage my flight. He agreed
with the captaio of a New York sloop to take me, under pre-
tence of my being & young man of his acquaintance that
had an intrigue with a girl of bad character, whose parents
would compel me to marry her; and that I could neither ap-
pear or come away publicly. I sold my books to raise a little
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money, was taken on board the sloop privately, had a fair
wind,-and in three days, found myself at New York, near
three humdred miles from my home, at the age of seventeen;
without the least recommendation, or knowledge of any per- -
son in the place, and very little money in my pocket.

The inclination I had felt for the sea was by this time done
away', or I might now have gratified it. Buthaving another pro-
fession, and conceiving myself a pretty good workman, I offer-
ed my services to a printer of the place, old Mr. W. Brad-

@ ford, who had been the first printer in Pennsylvania, but had
removed thence, in consequence of a quarrel with the gover-
nor, general Keitli. He could give me no employmeht, baving
little to do, and hands enough already. But he said, ¢ my son
« at Philadelphia, has lately lost his principal hand, Aquilla
¢« Rose, by death; if you go thither, I believe he may employ
¢ you.” Philadelphia was one hundred miles farther; I set out
however, in a boat for Amboy, leaving my chest and things to
follow me round by sea. In crossing the bay we met witha .
squall that tore our rotten sails to pieces, prevented our getting
into the kill, and drove us upon Long Island. In our way, a
drunken Datchman, who was a passenger too, fell over board;
when he was sinking, I reached thrdugh the water to his
shock pate, and drew him up, so that we got him in again.
His ducking sobered him a little and he went to sleep, taking
first out of his pocket a book, which he desired I would dry
for him. It proved to be my old favorite author, Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress, in Dutch, finely printcd on good paper,
copper cuts, a dress better than I had ever seen it wear in its
own language. I have since found that it has been translated -
dnto most of the languages of Europe, and suppose it has
been more generally read than any other book,’ except per-
haps the Bible. Honest John was the first that I know of,
who mixed narration and dialogue; a method of writing very
engaging to the reader, who in the most interesting parts
finds himself, as it were, admitted into the company and pre-
sent at the conversation. De Foe has imitated him success-
fully in his Robinson Crusoe, in his Moll Flanders, and
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other pieces; and Richardson has done the same in his Pa-
mela, &c. \

On approaching the island, we found it was in a place
where there could be no landing, there being a great surf on
the stony beach. So we dropped anchor, and swung out our
cable towards the shore. Some people came down to the shore,
and hallooed us, as we did to them, but the wind was so high,
-and the surf so loud, that we could not understand each other.
There were some small boats near the shore, and we made
signs, and called to them to fetch us; but they either did not
comprebend us, or it was impracticable, so they went off.
Night approaching, we had no remedy but to have patience
till the wind abated, and in the mean time the boatmen and
myself concluded to sleep if we could; and so we crowded
into the hatches, where we joined the Dutchman, who was
still wet, and the spraj breaking over the bead of our boat,
leaked through to us, so that we were soon almost as wet as
he. In this manner we lay all night with very little rest; but
the wind abating the next day, we made a shift to reach Am-
boy before night; having been thirty bours on the water,
without victuals, or any drink but a bottle of filthy rum: the
water we sailed on being salt.

In the evening I found myself very feverish, and went to
bed: but baving read somewhere that cold water drank plen-
tifully was good for a fever, I followed the prescription; and
sweat plentifully most of the night: my fever left me, and in
the morning, crossing the ferry, I proceeded on my journey
on foot, having fifty miles to Burlington, where I was told I
should find boats that would carry me the rest of the way to
Philadelphia. '

It rained very hard all the day, I was thoroughly soaked,
and by noon a good deal tired, so I stopt at a pvor inn, where
1 stayed all night; beginning now to wish I had never left
bhome. I made so miserable a figure too, that I found by the
questions asked me, I was suspected to be some runaway in-
dentured servant, and in danger of being taken up on that
suspicion. However, I proceeded next day, and got in the
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evening to an inn, within eight or ten wmiles of Burlington,
kept by one Dr. Brown. He entered into conversation with
me, while I took some refreshment, and finding I had read
a little, became very obliging and friendly. Qur acquaintance
continued all the rest of his iife. He had been, I imagine, an
ambulatory quack doctor, for there was no town in England,
or any country in Europe, of which he could not give a very
particular account. He had some letters, and was ingenious,
but he was an infidel, and wickedly undertook some years
after to turn the Bible into doggrel verse; as Cotton had for~
merly done with Virgil. By this means, he set many facts in
a ridiculous light, and might have done mischiel with weak
minds, if bis work bad been published; but it ncver was, At
his house I lay that night, and arrived the. next morning at
Burlington; but had the mortification to find, that the rega-
. lar boats had gone a little before, and no other expected to
go before Tuesday, this being Saturday. Wherefore I return-
ed to an old woman in the town, of whom I had bought some
gingerbread to eat on the water, and asked her advice: she
. proposed to lodge me, till a passage by some other boat oe-
curred. I accepted her offer, being much fatigued by travel-
ling on foot. Understanding I was a printer, she would have
had me remain in that town and follow my business; being
ignorant what stock was necessary to begin with. She was
very hospitable, gave me a dinner of ox cheek with great

good-will, accepting only of a pot of ale in return; and I

thought myself fixed till Tuesday should come. However,
walking in the evening by the side of the river, a boat came
by, which I found was going towards Philadelphia with seve~
ral people in her. They took me in, and as there was no
wind, we rowed all the way ; and about midnight, net having
yet seen the city, some of the company were confident we
must have passed it, and would row no further; the others
knew not where we were, so we put towards the shore, got
into a creek, landed near an old fence, with the rails of which
we made a fire, the night being cold, in October, and there
we remained till daylight. Then one of the company kuew
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the place to be Cooper’s creek, a little above Philadelphia,
which we saw as soon as we got out of the creek, and arriv-
ed there about eight or nine o’clock, on the Sunday morning,
and landed at Market-street wharf.

I have been the more particular in this description of my
journey, and shall be so of my first entry into that city, that
you ma#y in your mind compare such unlikely beginnings,
with the figure I have since made there. I was in my wark-
ing dress, my best clothes coming round by sea, I was dirty,
from my being so long in the boal: my pockets were stuffed
out with shirts and stockings, and I knew no one, nor where
to look for lodging. Fatigued with walking, rowing, and the
want of sleep, I was very hungry; and my whole stock of
cash consisted in a single dollar, and about a shilling in cop-
per coin, which I gave to the boatinen for my passage. At firs€
they refused it, on account of my having rowed, but I insist-
ed on their taking it. Man is somctimes more generous when
ke has little money, than when he has plenty ; perhaps to pre-
vent his being thought to have but little. I walked towards

. the top of the street, gazing about still in Market-strect,

where I met a boy with bread. I had often made a meal of
dry bread, and inquiring where he had bought it, I went
immediately to the baker’s he directed me to. I asked for
biscuits, meaning such as we had at Boston: that sort, it
seems, was not made in Philadelphia. I then asked for a three-
penny loaf, and was told they had none. Not knowing tho
different prices, nor the names of the different sorts of bread,
X told him to give mo three-penny worth of any sort. He
gave me accordingly three great puffy rolls. I was surprised
at the quantity, but took i, and having no room in my pock-
ets, walked off with a roll under each arm, and eating the
other. Thus I went up Market-street as far as Fourth-street,
passing by the door of Mr. Read, my future wife’s father;
when she, standing at the door, saw me, and thought I made,
as I certainly did, a most awkward ridiculous appecarance.
Then I turned and went down Chestnut-street and part of
YVor. L. T

i}
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Walnut-street, eating my roll all the way, and coming round
found myself again at Market-strect wharf, near the boat X
came in, to which I went for a draught of the river water;
and being filled with one of my rolls gave the other two to a
woman and her child that came down the river in the boat
with us, and were waiting to go farther. Thus refreshed, I
walked again up the strect, which by this time had many
clean-dressed people in it, who were all walking the same
way: I joined them and thereby was led into the great meet-
ing house of the Quakers near the market. I sat down-among
them, and after looking round awhile, and hearing nothing
said, being very drowsy, through labor and want of rest the
preceding night, I fell fast asleep, and continued so till the
meeting broke up, when some one was kind enough to rouse
me. This therefore was the first house I was in, or slept in,
in Philadclpbia. N

I then walked down towards the river, and looking in the
faces of every one, I met a young Quaker man whose coun-
" tenance pleased me, and accosting him, requested he would
tell me where a stranger could get a lodging. We were then
uvear the sign of the Three Mariners. ¢ Here,” said he, « is
a house where they receive strangers, but it is not a reputa-
ble one; if thou wilt walk with me, I’ll shew thee a better
one;” and he conducted me to the Crooked Billet in Water-
street. There I got a dinner; and while I was eating, several
questions were asked me; as from my youth and appearance
I was suspected of being a runaway. After dinner my host
having shewn me to a bed, Ilay myself on it, without un-
dressing, and slept till six in the evening, when I was called
to supper. I went to bed again very early, and slept very
soundly till next morning. Then I dressed myself as neat as
I could, and went to Andrew Bradford, the printer’s, I found
in the shop the old man his father, whom I had seen at
New York, and who, travelling on horseback, had got to Phi-
ladelphia before me, He introduced me to his son, who receiv-
ed me civilly, gave me a breakfast, but told me he did not at
present want a hand, being lately supplied with one: but there
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was another printer in town lately set up, one Keimer, whe
perbaps might employ me: if not, I should. be welcome to
lodge at his house, and he would give me a little work to do
now and then till fuller business should offer.

The old gentleman said he would go with me to the new
\ printer; and when we found him, ¢ Neighbor,” said Brad-
ford, « 1 have brought to see you, a young man of your busi-
ness; perhaps you may want such a one.” He asked me a
- few questions, put a composing stick in my hand to see how
I worked, and then said he would employ me soon, though he
" had just then nothing for me to do; and taking old Bradford,
whom he had never seen before, to be one of the towr’ peo-
ple that had a good will for him, entered into a conversation
on his present undeértaking and prospects; while Bradford,
(not discovering that he was the other printer’s father,). on
Keimer’s saying he expected soon to get the greatest part of
the business into his own hands; drew him on by artful ques-
tions, and starting little doubts, to explain all his views, what
influence he relied on, and in what manner he intended to pro-
.+ ceed. I who stood by and leard all, saw immediately, that
one was a crafty old sophister, and the other a true novice.

& Bradford left me with Keimer, who was greatly surprised
. when I told him who the old man was. '
The printing house, I found, consisted of an old damaged
press and a small worn-out fount of English types, which he
was using himself, composing an elegy on Aquilla Rose, be-
forementioned ; an ingenious young man, of excellent charac-
ter, mach respected in the town, secretary to the assembly,
and a pretty poet. Keimer made verses too, but very indiffe-
rently. He could not be said to write them, for his method .
was to compose them in the types directly out of his head;
! there being no copy, but one pair of cases, and the elegy
. probably requiring all the letter, no one could help him. I
| endeavored to put his press (which be had not yct used,
i and of which he understood nothing) into order to be work-
ed with; and promising to come and print off his elegy as
- soon as he should have got it ready, I returncd to Bradford’s,

—— - ——
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who gave me a little job to do for the present, and there
lodged and dieted. A few days after Keimer sent for me to
print off the elegy. And now he had got another pair of
cases, and a pamphlet to reprint, on which he set me to work.

These two printers I found poorly qualified for their busi-
ness. Bradford had not been bred to it, and was very illite-
rate; and Keimer, though something of a scholar, was a mere
compositor, knowing nothing of press-work. He had been
one of the French prophets, and could act their enthusiastic
agitations. At this time he did not profess any particular re-
ligion, but something of all on occasion; was very ignorant
of the world, and had, as I afterwards found, a good deal of
the knave in his composition. He did not like my lodging at
‘Bradford’s while I worked with him. He had a house indeed,
but without furniture, so he could not lodge me; but he got
me a lodging at Mr. Read’s, beforementioned, who was the
owner of his house: and my chest of clothes being come by
this time, I made rather a more respectable appearance in the
eyes of Miss Read, than I bad done when she first happened
to see me eating my roll in the street.

I began now to have some acquaintance among the young
people of the town, that were lovers of reading, with whom I
spent my cvenings very pleasantly ; and gained money by my
industry and frogality. I lived very contented, and forgot
Boston as much as I could, and did not wish it should be
known where I resided, cxcept to my friend Collins, who was
in the secret, and kept it faithfully. At length, however, an
incident happened, that occasioned my return home much
sooner than I had intended, I had a brother-in-law, Robert
" Holmes, master of a sloop that traded between Boston and .

Delaware. He being at New Castle, forty miles below Phila-
. delphia, and hearing of me, wrote me a letter, mentioning the
grief of my relations and friends in Boston, at my abrupt de-
parture, assuring me of their good will to me, and thet every
thing would be accommodated to my mind if I would return
to which he intreated me earnestly. I wrote an answer to his
Yetter, thanked him for his advice, but stated my rcasons for
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quitting Boston, so fully and in such a light, as to convince
him, that I was not 50 much in the wrong as he had appre-
hended.

Sir William Keith, governor of the province, was then at
New Castle, and captain Holmes, happening to be in compa-
ny with bim, when my letter came to hand, spoke to him of
me, and shewed him the letter. The governor read it, and
seemed surprised when lie was told my age. He said I appear-
ed a young man of prowmising parts, and therefore should be
encouraged: the printers at Philadelphia were wretched oncs,
and if I would set up there, he made no doubt I should succeed ;
for his part he would procure me the public business, and do
me every other service in his power. This my brother-in-law
Holmes afterwards told me in Boston: but I knew as yet no-
thing of it; when one day Keimer and I being at work together
near the window we saw the governor and another gentlcman,
(who proved to be col. French of New Castle, in the province
of Delaware) finely dressed, come directly across the street
to our house, and heard them at the door. Keimer ran down-
immediately, thinking it a visit to him: but the governor in-
quired for me, came up, and with a condescension and polite-
ness I had been quite unused to, made me many compliments,
desired to be acquainted with me; blamed me kindly for not hav-
ing made myself known to him, when I first came to the place,
and would huve me away with him to the tavern, where he
was going with colonel French to taste, as he said, some ex-
cellent Madeira. I was not a little surprised, ,and Keimer
stared with astonishment. I went however with the governor
and colonel French to a tavern the corner of Third-street,
and over the Madeira he proposed my setting up my business.
He stated the probabilities of my success, and both he and
colonel French assured me I should have their interest and
influence to obtain for me the public business of both govern-
ments. And as I expressed doubts that my father would assist
me in it, sir William said he would give me a letter to him,
in which he would set forth the advantages, and he did
aot doubt, he should determine him to comply. So it was con-
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cluded I should return to Boston by the first vessel, with the
governor’s letter to my father. In the mean time it was to be
kept a secret, and I went on working with Keimer as usual.
The governor sent for me now and then to dine with him,
which I considered a great honor, more particularly as he
conversed with me in the most affable, familiar, and friendly
manner. '

About the end of April, 1724, a little vessel offered for
Boston. I took leave of Keimer, as going to see my friends.
The governor gave me an ample letter, saying many flatter-
ing things of me to my father, and strongly recommending
the project of my setting up at Philadelphia, as a thing that
would make my fortune. We struck on ashoal in going down
the bay, and sprung a leak ; we had a blustering time at sea,
and were obliged to pump almost continually, at which I took
my turn. We arrived safe, however, at Boston in abouta fort-
night. I bad been absent seven months, and my friends had
heard nothing of me; for my brother Holmes was not yet re-
turned, and had not written about me. My unexpected ap-
pearance surprised the family ; all were, however, very glad
to see me, and made me welcome, except my brother: I went
to see him at his printing house. I was better dressed than ever
while in his service, having a genteel new suit from head to
foot, a watch, and my pockets lined with ncar five pounds
sterling in silver. He received me not very frankly, looked
me all over, and turned to his work again. The journeymen
were inquisitive where I had been, what sort of a country it
was, and how I liked it? I praised it much, and the happy
life I led in it, expressing strongly my intention of returning
toit; and one of them asking what kind of money we had
there, I produced an handful of silver, and spread it before
~ them, which was a kind of raree-show they had not been used
to, paper being the money of Boston. Then I took an oppor-
tunity of letting them see my watch; and lastly (my brother
still grum and sullen) gave them a dollar to drink ard took
my leave, This visit of mine offended him extremely. For
when my mother sometime after spoke to him of a reconcili=




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. S1

ation, and of her wish to see us on good terms together, and
that we might live for the futurc as brothers; he said I had
insulted him in such a manner belore his people, that he
could never forget or forgive it. In this, however, he was
mistaken.

My father received the governor's letter with some sur-
prise; but said littlo of it to mo for some time. Captain
Holmes returning, he shewed it to bim, and asked bim if he
knew sir William Keith, and what kind of a man he was;
adding that he must be of small discretion, to think of setting
a youth up in business, who wanted three years to arrive at
man’s estate. Holmes said what he could in favor of the
project, but my father was decidedly against it, and at last
gave a flat denial. He wrote a civil letter to sir William,
thanking him for the patronage he bad so kindly offercd me,
and declining to assjst me as yet in sctting up, I being in his
opinion too young to be trusted with the management of an
undertaking so important, and for which the preparation re-
quired a considerable expenditure.

My old companion Collins, who was a clerk in the Post
Office, pleased with the account I gave him of my new coun-
try, determined to go thither also: and while I waited for my
father’s determination, he set out before me by land to Rhode-
Island, leaving his books, which were a pretty collection in
mathematics and natural philosophy, to come with mine and
me to New York ; where he proposed to wait for me.

My father though he did not approve sir William’s pro-
position, was yet pleased that I had been able to obtain so
advantageous a character from a person of such note where
I had resided; and that I had been so industrious and care-

- fal as to equip myself so handsomeiy in so short a time;

therefore seeing no prospect of an accommodation between
my brother and me, he gave his consent to my rcturning
again to Philadelphia, advised me to behave respectfully to
the people there, endeavor to ol:tain the general esteem, and
avoid lampooning and libelling, to which he thought I had
too much inclination ; telling me, that by steady industry and

’
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prudent parsimony, I might save enough by the time I was
one-and-twenty, to set me up; and that if I came near the
matter he would help me out with the rest. This was all I
could obtain except some small gifts as tokens ol his and my
mother’s love when I embarked again for New York, now
with their approbation and their blessing. The sloop puttiug
in at Newport, Rhode Island, I visited my brother Jobn,
who had been married and settled there some years. He re-
ceived me very affectionately, for he always loved me. A
friend of Lis, one Vernon, having some money due him in
Pennsylvania (about thirty-five pounds currency) desirved I
would recover it for him, and keep it till I had his directions
what to employ it in. Accordingly he gave me an order to
receive it. This business afterwards occasioned me a good
deal of uncasincss.

At Newport we took in a number of passengers, amongst
which were too young women travelling together, and a sen-
gible matron-like quaker lady, with her servants. I had
shewn an obliging disposition to render her some little ser-
vices, which probably impressed her with sentiments of good
will towards me; for when she witnessed the daily growing
familiarity between the young women and myself, which they
appeared to encourage; she took me aside, and said, ¢ Young
man, I am concerned for thee, as thou hast no friend with
thee, and secms’t not to know much of the world, or of the
snares youth is exposed to: depend upon it these are very bad
women; I can see it by all their actions; and if thou art not
upon thy guard, they will draw thee into some danger: they
are strangers to thee, and I advise thee, in a friendly concern
for thy welfare, to have no acquaintance with them.” AsI
seemed at first not to think so ill of them as she did, she men-
tioned some things she had observed and heard that had esca-
ped my notice, but now convinced me she was right. I thank-
ed her for her kind advice, and promised to follow it. When
we arrived at New York, they told me where they lived, and
invited me to come and see them, but I avoided it, and it was
well I did. For the next day the captain missed a silver
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spoon and some other things that had been taken out of his
cabin, and knowing that these were a couple of strumpets,
he got a warrant to search their lodgings, found the stolen .

_goods, and had the thieves punished. So though we had es-

caped a sunken rock, which we scraped upon in the passage,
I thought this escape of rather more importance to me.

At New York I found my friend Collins, who had arrived
there some time before me. We had been intimate from chil-
dren, and had read the same books together: but he had the
advantage of more time for reading and studying, and a
wonderful genius for mathematical learning, in which he far
outstript me. While I lived in Boston, most of ‘my hours of
Jeisure for conversation were spent with him, and he continu-
ed a sober as well as industrious lad; was much respected for
his learning by several of the clergy and other gentlemen, and
seemed to promise making a good figure in life. But during
my absence he had acquired a habit of drinking of brandy,
and I found by his own account, as well as that of others, that
he had been drunk every day since his arrival at New York,
and bebaved himself in a very extravagant manner. He had
gamed too, and lost his money, so that I was obliged to dis-
charge his lodgings, and defray his expenses on the road, and
at Philadelphia; which proved a great burden to me. The
then governor of New York, Burnet, (son of bishop Burnet,)
hearing from the captain, that onc of the passengers had a
great many books on board, desired him to bring me to see
him. 1 waited on him, and should have taken Collins with
me had he been sober. The governor received me with great
cirility, shewed me his library, which was a considerable one,
and we had a good deal of conversation relative to books and
authors. This was the second governor who had done me the
honor to take notite of me; and for a poor boy like me, was
very pleasing. We proceeded to Philadclphia, I received in
the way Vernon’s money, without which we could hardly have
finished our journey. Collins wished to be employed in some
counting heuse ; but whether they discovered his dram-drink-

Vor. L. . F '
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ing by his breath or by his behavior, though he had some re-
commendations, he met with nmo success in any application,
and coutinued lodging and boarding at the same house with
me, and at my expense. Knowing that I had that money of
Vernon’s he was continually borrowiug of me, still promis-
ing repayment, as soon as he should be in business, At length
he had got so much of it, that I was distressed to think what
¥ should do, in case of being called on to remit it. His drink-
ing continued, about which we soinetimes quarrelled: for when
a little intoxicated, he was very irritable. Once in a boat on
the Delaware with some other young men, he refused to row
in his turn: « I will be rowed home,” said he: ¢ we will not
row you,” said I; ¢ you must,” said he, or stay all night on
the water, just as you please.” The others said, ¢ let us row,
what signifies it?”” But my mind being soured with his other -
conduct, [ continued to refuse. 8o he swore he would make
me row, or throw me over-board ; and coming along stepping
on the thwarts towards me, when he came up and,struck at
me, I clapt my hand under his thighs, and rising, pitched
him head foremost into the river. I knew he was a good
swimmer, and so was uader little concern about him ; but be-
fore he could get round to lay hold of the boat, we had with
a few strokes pulled her out of his reach: and whenever he
drew near the boat, we asked him if he would row, striking
a few strokes to slide her away from him. He was ready to
stifle with vexation, and obstinately would not promise to row.
Finding him at last beginning to tire we drew him into the
boat, and brought him home dripping wet. We hardly ex-
changed a civil word after this adventure. At length a West
India captain, who had a commission to procure a preceptor
for the sons of a gentleman at Barbadoes, met with him, and
proposed to carry him thither to fill that situation. He acs
cepted, and promised to remit me what he owed me out of
the first money he should receive: but I never heard of him
after. The violation of my trust, respecting Vernon’s tmoney
was one of the first great errata of my life; and this shewed
that my father was not much out in his judgment, when he
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considered me as too young to manage business. But sir
William, on reading his letter, said he was too prudent, that
‘there was a great difference in persons; and discretion did
not always accompany years, nor was youth always without
it. « But since he will not set you up, I will do it myself.
Give me an inventory of the things necessary to be had from
England, and I will send for them. You shall repay me when
you are able; I am resolved to have a good printer here, and
I am sure you must succeed.” This was spoken with such an
appearance of cordiality, that I had not the least doubt of his
meaning what he said. I had hitherto kept the proposition of
my setting up a secret in Philadelphia, and I still kept it.
Had it been known that I dependcd on the governor, proba-
bly some friend that knew him better, would have advised me
not to rely on him; as I afterwards heard it as his known
character, to be liberal of promises which he never meant to
keep. Yet unsolicited as he was by me, how could I think Lis
generous offers insincere: Ibelieved him one of the best men
in the world.

I presented him an inventory of a little printing house,
amounting by my computation to about one hundred pounds
sterling. He liked it, but asked me if my being on the spot
in England to choose the types, and see that every thing was
good of the kind, might not be of some advantage ; ¢ then,”
said be, ¢ when there you way make acquaintance, and es- -
tablish correspondences in the bookselling and stationary
way.” I agreed, that this might be advantageous. Then, said
he, get yourself ready to go with Annis;” which was the
annual ship, and the only one at that time usually passing be-
tween London and Philadelphia. But as it would be some
months before Annis sailed, I continued working with Keimer,
fretting extremely about the money Collins had got from me,
and in great apprehbensions of being called upon for it by
Vernon; this however did not happen for some years after.

1 believe I have omitted mentioning, that in my first voy-
age from Boston to Philadelphia, being becalmed off Block
Island, our crew employed themselves in catching cod, and
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hauled up a great number. Till then I had stuck to my reso-
lution to eat nothing that had had life; and on this occasion
I considered, according to my master Tryon, the taking every
fish as a kind of unprovoked murder, since none of them had
nor could do us any injury that might justify this massacre.
All this seemed very reasonable. But I had been formerly a
great lover of fish, and when it came out of the frying-pan it
smelt admirably well. I balaiiced some time between princi-
ple and inclination, till recollecting that when fish were open-
ed I saw smaller fish taken out of their stomachs; then
thought I, « If you eat one another, I dont sec why we may
not eat you.” So I dined upon cod very heartily, and have
since continued to eat as other people;. returning only now
and then occasionally to a vegetable diet. So convenient a
thing it is to be a reasonable creature, since it enables one b
Jind or make a reason for every thing one has @ mind to d>.
Keimer and I lived on a pretty good familiar footing, and
agreed tolerably well; for he suspected nothing of my setting
up. He retained a great deal of his old enthusiasm, and loved
argumentation. We therefore had many disputations. I used
to work him so with my Socratic method, and had trepanned
him so often by questions apparently so distant from -any paint
we had in hand, yet by degress leading to the point, and
bringing him into difficulties and contradictions, that at last
he grew ridiculously cautious, and would hardly answer me
the most common question, without asking first, ¢ what do
gou intend to infer from thai?”’ However, it gave him so high
an opinion of my abilities in the confuting way, that he seri-
ously proposed my being his colleague in a project he had of
setting up a new sect. He was to preach the doctrines, and I
was to confound. all opponents. When he came to explain
with me upon the doctrines, I found several.conundrums,
whjch I objected to unless I might have my way a little too,
and introduce some of mine. Keimer wore his beard at full
length, because somewhere in the Mosaic law, it is said,
< Thou shalt not mar the corners of thy beard.” He likewise
kept the seventh day, Sabbath; and these two poiuts were
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essential with him. I disliked both; but agreed to them on
condition of his adopting the doctrine of not using animal
food. I doubt, said he, wsy constitution will not bear it. I as-
sured him it would, and that he would be the better for it.
He was usaally a great eater, and I wished to give myself
some diverson in half starving him. He consented to try the
practice if I would keep him company: I did so, and we held
it for three months. Our provisions were purchased, cooked,
and brought to us regularly by a woman in the neighborhood,
whe had from me a list of forty dishes, which she prepared
for us at different times, in which there entered neither fish,
flesh, or fowl. This whim suited me the better at this time,
from the cheapness of it, not costing us above eighteen pence
sterling each per week. I have since kept scveral lents most
strictly,, leaving the common diet for that and that fer the com-
mon, abraptly, without the least inconvenience. So that I
think there is little in the advice of making these changes by
easy gradations. 1 went on pleasantly, but poor Keimer suf-
fercd grievously, grew tired of the project, longed for the
flesh-pots of Egypt, and ordered a roast pig. He invited me
and too women friends to dine with him, but it being brought
too soon upon table, he coild not resist the temptation, and
ate the whole before we came.

1 had made some courtship during this time to Miss Read:
I had a great respect and affection for her, and had some rea-
sons to believe she had the same for me: but as I was
about to take a long voyage, and we were both very young,
(only a little above eighteen,) it was thought most prudent
by her mother, to prevent our going too far at present: as a
marriage, if it was to take place, wounld be more convenient
after my return, when I should be, as I hoped, set up in my
business. Perhaps too' she thought my expectations not so
well founded as I imagined them to be.

My chief acquaintances at this time were Charjes Osborne,
Joseph Watson, and James Ralph; all lovers of reading.
The two first were clerks to an eminent scrivener or convey-
ancer in the town, (Charles Brogden,) the other was a clerk
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to a merchant. Watson was a pious, sensible young man, of
.great integrity: the others rather more lax in their princi-
-ples of religion; particularly Ralph, who as well as Collins
.had been unsettled by me; for which they both made me saf-
fer. Osborne was sensible, candid, frank ; sincere dnd affec-
tionate to his friends; but in literary matters too fond of cri-
ticism. Ralph was ingenuous, genteel in his manncrs, and ex-
tremely eloquent; 1 think I never knew a prettier talker. Both
were great admirers of poetry, and began to try their hands
in little pieces. Many pleasant walks we have had together
.on Sundays in the woods on the banks of the Schuylkill,
where we read to ore another, and conferred on what we had
read. Ralph was inclined to give himself up entirely to poe-
try, not doubting but he might make great proficiency in it.
and even make his fortune by it. He pretended that the great-
est poets must, when they first began to write, have commit-
ted as many faults as he did. Qsborne endeavored to dissuade
-him, assured him he had no genius for poetry, and advised
him to think of nothing beyond the business he was bred to;
-¢¢ that in the mercantile way though he had no stock, he might
by his diligence and punctuality recommend himself to em-
.ployment as a factor, and in time acquire wherewith to trade
on his own account.” 1 approved for my part the amasing
oneself with poetry now and then, so far as to improve one’s
language, but no farther. On this it was proposed that we
should each of us at our next meeting produce a piece of our
own composing, in order to improve by our mutual ebserva-
tions, criticisms, and corrections. As language and expression
was what we had in view, we excluded all considerations of
invention, by agreeing that the task should be a version of
the eighteenth psalm, which describes the descent of a deity.
When the time of our meeting drew nigh, Ralph called on me
first, and let me know his piece was ready: I told him I had
been busy, and having little inclination, had done nothing.
He then shewed me his piece for my opinion, and I much
approved it, as it appeared to me to have great merit.
« Now,” said he, « Qsborne never will allow the least merit
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in any thing of mine, but makes a thousand criticisms eut of
mere envy: He i3 not so jealous of you: I wish therefore you

would take this piece and prodace it as yours; I will pretend

not to have had time, and so produce nothing: we shall then
liear what he will say to it.”” It was agreed, and 1 immedi-

‘stely transcribed it, that it might appesr in my own hand.

We met: Watson’s performance was read: there were some
beauties in it, but many defects. Osborne’s was read: it was

much better: Ralph did it justice; remarked some faults, but.

applauded the beauties. He himself had nothing to produce.

I was backward, seemed desirous of being excused, had ot

had sufficient time to correct, &c. but no excuse could be ad-
mitted; produce I must. it was read and repeated: Watson and
Osborne gave up the contest; and joined in applauding it.
Ralph only made some criticisms and proposed some amend-
ments: but I defended my text. Osborne was sevese against
Ralph, and told me lic was no better able to criticise than to
compose verses. As these two were returning home, Osborne
expressed himself still more strengly in favor of what he
thought my production; having before refrained, as he said,
lest I should think he meant to flatter me. ¢ But who would
bave imagined,” said he, ¢ that Franklin was capable of such
a performance; such painting, such force, such fire! He has
even improved on the original. In common conversation he

. seems to have no choice of words, he hesitates and blunders;

and yet, good God, how he writes!” When we next met,
Ralph discovered the trick we had played, and Osborne was
laughed at. This transaction fixed Ralph in his resolution of
becoming a poet. I did all I could to dissuade him from it,
but he continued scribbling verses till Pope cured him-e He
became however a pretty good prose writer. More of him
hereafter. But as I may not have occasion to mention the
other two, I shall just remark here, that Watson died in my

¢ “Bilence ye Wolves, while Raiph to Cynthia howls,
And makes night hideous:—answer him ye owls!”

Pore’s Dunciap, b. iii. v. 165.



40 ' MEMOIRS OF

arms a few years alter, much lamented, being the best of our
set. Osborne went to the West Indies, where he became an
eminent lawyer and made money, but died young, He and 1
had made a serious agreemnent, that the one who happened
first to die, should if possible make a friendly visit to the
other, and acquaint him how he found things in that separate
state. But he never fulfilled his promise.

The governor seeming to like my company had me {requent-
ly at his house, and his setting me up was always mentioned as
a fixed thing. 1 was to take with me letters recommendatory
to a number of his friends, besides the letter of credit to fur- .
- nish-me with the necessary money for.purchasing the press.
types, paper, &c. For these letters I was appointed to call at
different times, when they were to be ready, but a future time
was still named. Thus we went on till the ship (whose depar-,
ture too had been several times postponed) was on the point
of sailing. Then when I called to take my leave and receive
the letters, his secretary, Dr. Baird, came out to me and said,
the governor was extremely busy in writing, but would be
down at Newcastle before the ship, and then the letters Would
be delivered to me.

Ralpb, though married, and_having one child, had deter-
mined to accompany me in thls voyage. It was thought he
intended to establish a correspondence and obtain goods to
sell on commission: but I found after, that having some cause
of discontent with bis wife’s relations, he proposed to leave
her on their hands and never return to America. Having taken
leave of my friends, and exchangud promises with Miss Read,
I quitted Philadelphia, in the ship, which anchored at New-
~ castle, The governor was there, but when I went to his lodg-
ing, his secretary came to me from him with expressions of
the greatest regret that he could not then see me, being en-
gaged in business of importance; but that he would send the
letters to me on béard, wishing me heartily a good voyage
and a speedy return, &c. I returned on board a httle puz-
zled, but still not doubting,
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Mr. Andrew Haniilton, a celebrated lawyer of Philadelphia, -
bad taken his passage in the same ship for himself and son,
with Mr, Denbam, a Quaker merchant, and Messrs. Oniam
and Russel, (inasters of an lron Work in Maryland,) who -
had engaged thie great cabin; so that Ralph and I-were forced
to take up with a birth in the steerage, and none on board
knowing us, were considered as ordinary persons. But Mr.
Hamilton and his son (it was Jamvs, since governor) returned
from Newcastle to Philadelphia; the father being recalled
by a great fee to plead for a seized ship. And just before we
sailed, colonel French coming on board, and shewing me
great respect, 1 was more taken notice of; and with my friend
Ralph invited by the other gentlemen to come into the cabin,
there being now room: accordingly we removed thither.

Understanding that colonel French had brought on board
the governor’s dispatchies, 1 asked the captain for those letters
that were to be under my care: he said all were put into the
bag together; and he could not then come at them: but before
we landed in England I should have an opportunity of pick-
ing them out, so I was satisficd for the present, and we pro-
ceeded on our voyage. We had a sociable company in the
cabin, and lived uncommonly well, having the addition of all
Mr. Hamilton®s stores, who had laid in plentifully. In this
passage Mr. Denham contracted a triendship for me, that
continued during his life. The voyage was otherwise not a
pleasant one, as we had a great deal of bad weather.

When we came into the Channel, the captain kept hid
word with me, and gave me an opportunity of examining the
bag for the governor’s letters: I found some upon which my
name was put, as under my care: I picked out six or seven,
that by the hand-writing I thought might be the promised
letters, especially s one of them was addressed to Basket,
the king’s printer, and another to some stationer. We ar~
rived in London the 24th December, 1724. I waited upon the
stationer, who came first in my way, delivering the letter as
from governor Keith. I dont know such a person, said he:
but opening the letter, O! this is from Riddlesden. I have

Yor L G
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lately found him to be a complete rascal, and I will have no-
thing to do with him, nor reccive any letters from him. So
putting the letter into my hand he turned on his heel and left
me to serve some customer. 1 was surprised to find these were
not the governor’s letters : and after recollecting and compar-
ing circumstances, I began to doubt his sincerity. I found my
friend Denham, and opened the whole affair to him. He let
me into Keith’s character, told me there was not the least pro-
bability that he had written any letters for me, that no oue
who knew him, had the smallest dependence on him; and he
laughed at the idea of the governor’s giving me a letter of
credit, baving, as he said, no credit to give. On my express-
ing some concern about what I should do; he advised me to en-
deavor getting some employment, in the way of my business, :
Auwmong the printers here, said he, you will improve yourself,
and when you return to America, you will set up to greater
advantage.
‘We botb of us happened to know, as well as the stationer,
that Riddlesden, the attorney, was a very knave:- he had
.half ruined Miss Read’s tathery by persuading him to be
bound for him: 1y his letter it appeared there was a secret
scheme on foot to the prejuuice of Mr. Hamilton, (supposed
to be then coming over withi us) that Keith was concerned in
it, with Riddlesden. Denham, who was a friend of Hamilton’s,
thought he ought to be acquainted with it; so when he arrived
in England, which was soon alter, partly from resentment
and ill will to Keith and Riddlesden, and partly from good
will to him; I waited on him, and gave him the lctter. He
thanked e cordially, the information being of importance to
him: and from that time he became my friend, greatly to my
advantage afterwards on many occasions.
But what shall we think of a governor playing such pitiful
tricks, and imposing so grossly upon a poor ignorant boy!
- It was a habit he had acquired. He wished to please every
body ; and having little to give, he gave expectations, He was
- otherwise an mgemous, sensible man, a pretty good writer,

* and a good governor for the people; though not for his con-
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stituents the proprietaries, whose instructions he sometimes
disregarded : several of our best laws were of his planning,
and passed during bis administration.

Ralph and I were inseparable companions. We took lodg-
ings together in Little Britan, at 3s. 6d. per week ; as much
a3 we could then afford. He found some relations, but they
were poor, and unable to assist him. He now let me know his
inteutions of remaining in London, and that he never meant
to return to Philadelphia. He &ad brought no money with
bim, the whole he could muster having been expended in pay-
ing his passage. I had fifteen pistoles: so be borrowed occa-
sionally of me to subsist, while he was looking out for busi-
ness. He first endeavored to get into the play-house, believing
himself qualified for an actor; but Wilkes, to whom he ap-
plied, advised him candidly not to think of that employment,
as it was impossible he should succeed in it. Then he pro-
posed to Roberts, a publisher in Pater-Noster-Row, to write
for him a weekly paper like the Spectator, on certain condi-

. tions; which Roberts did not approve. Then he endeavored

to get employment as a hackney writer, to copy for the sta-
tioners and lawyers about the Temple ; but could not find a
vacancy.

For myself I immediately got into work at Palmer’s, a fa-.
mous printing house in Bartholomew Close, where I conti- -
nued near a year. I was pretty diligent, but I spent with Ralph
a good deal of my earnings, at plays and public amusements:
we had nearly consumed all my pistoles, and now just rubbed
on from hand to mouth. He seemed quite to have forgotten
his wife and child; and I by degrees my engagements with
Miss Read, to whom I never wrote more than one letter, and
that was to let her know I was not likely soon to return. This
was another of the great errata of my life which I could wish
to correct, if I were to live it over again. In fact, by our ex-
penkes I was constantly kept anable to pay my passage.

At Palmer’s I was employed in composing for the second
edition of Woollaston’s Religion of Nature. Some of his rea-
sonings not appearing to me well-founded, I wrote a little me-.
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taphysical piece, in which I made remarks on them. It was

" intitled ¢ 4 Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure
and Pain.” I inscribed it to my triend Ralph; I printed a
small number. It occasioned my being more considercd by
Mr. Palmer, as a young man of sume ingenuity, though he
seriously expostulated with me upon the principles of my
pamphlet, which to him appcarcd abominable. My printing
this pamphlet was another erratum. While I lodzed in Little
Britain, I made acquaintanceswith one Wilcox, a bookseller,
whose shop was next door. He had an immense collection.of
second-hand books. Circulating libraries were not then in use,
but we agreed, that on certain reasonable terms (which I
have now forgotten,) I might take, read, and return any of
his books: this I esteemed a great advantage, and I made as
much use of it as I could.

My pamphlet by some means falling into the hands of one
Lyons, a surgeon, author of a book intitled « The Infallibi-
lity of Human Judgmerit;” it occasioned an acquaintance be-
tween us: he took great notice of me, called vn me often to
converse on those subjects, carried me to the Horns, a pale ale
house in —— lane, Cheapside, and introduced me to doctor
Mandeville, author of the Fable of the Bees, who had a club
there, of which he was the soul; being a most facetious, en-
tertaining companion. Lyons too introduced me to doctor
Pemberton,f at Ba-ton’s coffee-house, who promised to give
me an opportunity, some time or other, of seeing sir Isaac
Newton, of which I was extremely desirous; but this never
happened.

I had brought over a few curiosities, among which the prin-
cipal was a purse made of the asbestos, which purifies by fire.

" 8ir Hans Sloane heard of it, came to sce me, and invited me
to his house in Bloomsbury square, showed me all his curio-
sities, and persuaded me to add that to the nuinber; for which
he paid me handsomely.

£ F. R. 8. author of “ A View of sir Isaac Newton’s Philosophy,” and
® A Treatise en Chemistry;” died in 1771,

.
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In our house lodged a young woman, a milliner, who, I
think, bad a shop in the cloisters: she had been genteelly
bred, was sensible, lively, and of a most pleasing conversa-
tion. Ralph read plays to her in the evenings, they grew in-
timate, she took another lodging, and he followed her. They
lived together some time, but he being still out of business,
and her income not sufficient to maintain them with her child,
be took a resolution of going from London, to try for a coun-
try school, which he thought himself well qualified to under-
take, as he wrote an excellent hand, and was a master of
aritbmetic and accounts. This however he deemed a business
below him, and confident of future better fortune, when he
should be unwilling to have it known that he once was so
meanly employed, he changed his name, and did me the ho-
nor to assume mine: for I soon after had a letter from him,
acquainting me that he was settled in a small village in Berk-
shire, (I think it was where he taught reading and writing to -
ten or a dozen boys, at 6d. each per week,) recommending
Mrs. T.... to my care, and desiring me to write to him, di-
recting for Mr. Franklin, sch«‘mlmaster, at such a place. He
continued to write to me [requently, sending me large speci-
mens of an epic poem, which he was then composing, and de-
siring my remarks and corrections. These I gave him from
time to time, but endeavored rather to disrourage his proceed-
ing. One of Young’s satires was then just published: I copied
and sent him a great part of it, which set in a strong light the
folly of pursuing the Muses.s All was in vain: sheets of the

&% Th’ abandoned manners of our writing train
May tempt mankind to think religion vain;
But in their fate, their habit, and their mein,
That Gods there are, is evidently seen:
Heav’n stands absolv’d by vengeance on their pen,
And marks the murderers of fame from men:
Through meagre jaws they draw their venal breath,
As ghastly as their brothers in Macbeth:
Their feet thro’ faithless leather meets the dirt,
And oftener chang’d their principles than shirt :
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poem continued to come by every post. In the mean time,
Mrs. T...., having on his account lost her friends and busi-
ness, was often in distresses, and used to send for me, and

—"

The transient vestments of these fmg'-a! men
Hasten to paper for our mirth again:
Too soon (O merry, melancholy fate!)
They beg in rhyme, and warble thro’ a grate:
The man lampoon’d, forgets it at the sight;
The friend thro’ pity gives, the foe thro’ spite;
And though full conscious of his injur’d purse,
Lintot relents, nor Curll can wish them worse.”
— G

¢ An author, ’tis a venerable name! '
How few deserve it and what numbers claim !
Unbless’d with sense, above the peers refin’d,
Who shall stand up, dictators to mankind?
Nay, who dare shine, if not in virtue’s cause?

. That sole proprietor of just applause.

 Ye restless men! who pant for letter’d praise,
With whom would you consult to gain the bays?
With those great authors whose fam’d works you read?
*Tis well; go, then, consult the laurel’d shade,
What answer will the laurel’d shade return?
Hear it and tremble, he commands you burn
The noblest works, his envy’d genius writ,
That boasts of naught more excellent than wit.
If this be true, as ’tis a truth most dread,
Wo to the page which has not that to plead!
Fontaine and Chaucer dying, wish’d unwrote
The sprightliest efforts of their wanton thought:
Sidney and Waller, brighest sons of fame, .

- Condemn'd the charm of ages to the flame.”
—p —

“ Thus ends your courted fame—does lucre then,
The sacred thirst of gold, betray your pen?
In prose ’tis blameable, in verse ’tis worse,
Provokes the Muse, extorts Apollo’s curse; .
His sacred influence never should be sold ;
’Tis arrant simony to sing for gold;
*Tis immortality should fire your mind,
Scorn a less paymaster than all mankind.”

Younoc, Vol. LIL Epist. 1I. p. 70.
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borrow what money I could spare to help to alleviate them.
1 grew fond of her company, and being at that time under no
religious restraint, and taking advantage of my importance
to her, 1 attempted to take some libertics with her, (another
erratum) which she repul-ed, with a proper degree of resent-
ment. She wrote to Ralph and acquainted him with my con-
duct; this occasioned a breach between us; and when he re-
tarned to London, he let me know he considered all the obli-
gations he had been under to me as annulled: from which I
concluded I was never to expect his repaying me the money
I bad lent him, or that I had advanced for him. This howe-
ver was of little consequence, as he was totally unable; and
by the loss of his friendship, I found myself relieved from a
beavy burden. I now began to think of getting a little be(ore-
hand, and expecting better employment, I left Palmer’s to
work,at Watts’s, near Lincoln’s Inn Ficlds, a still greater
printing house: here I continued all the rest of my stay in
London.

At my first admission into the printing house I took to
working at press, imagining I felt a want of the bodily exer-
cise I had been used to in America, where presswork is mix-
ed with the composing. I drank only water; tlie other work-
men, near fifty in number, were great drinkers of beer. On
occasion I carried up and down stairs a large form of types
in each hand, when others carried but one in both hands; they
wondered to see from this and several instances, that the
Water-American as they called me, was stronger than them-
selves who drank sirong beer! We had an alehouse boy, who
attended always in the house to supply the workmen. My com-
panion at the press drank every day a pint before breakfast,
a pint at breakfast with his bread and chieese, a pint between
breakfast and dinner; a pint at dinner; a pint in the after-
noon about six o’clock, and another when he had done his day’s
work. I thought it a detestable custom; but it was necessary,
he supposed, to drink strong beer that he might be sirong to
labor. I endeavored to convince him that the bodily strength
afforded by beer, could only be in proportion to the grain or
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flour of the barley dissolved in the water of which it was made 3
that there was more flour m a pennyworth of bread, and
therefore if he could eat that with a pint of water, it would
give him more strength than a quart of beer. He drank en
however, and had four or five shillings to pay out of his wa-
ges cvery Saturday night lor that vile liquor; an expense I
was free from: and thus these poor devils keep themselves
always under.

Watts, after some weeks, desiring to huve me in the com-
posing room, 1 left the pre-smen; a new bien venu for drink,
(being five shillings) was demanded of me by the composi-
tors. I thought it an imposition, as I had paid one to the
pressmen; the master thought so too, and forbad my paying
it. I stood out two or three wecks, was accordingly congider-
ed as an excommunicate,-and had so many little pieces of pri-
vate malice practised on me, by mixing my sorts, transpos-
ing and breaking my matter, &c. &c., if ever I stept out of
the room; and all ascribed to the chapel ghost, which they
said ever haunted those not rogularly admitted ; that notwith-
standing the master’s protection, 1 found myself obliged to
comply and pay the money; convinced of the folly of being
on ill terms with those one is to live with continually, I was
now on a fair footing with them, and soon acquired conside-
rable influence. I proposed some reasonable alterations in their
chapel® laws, and earried them against all opposition. From
my example a great many of them left their muddling break-
fast of beer, bread and cheese, finding they could with me
be supplied from a neighboripg house, with a large porrin.

b A printing-house is always called a chapel, by the workimen; the ori-
gin of which appears to have been, that printing was first carried on in
England in an antient chapel converted into 2 printing house, and the title
has been preserved by tradition. The dien venu among the printers an-
swers to the terms enirance and footing among mechanics; thus a journey-
‘man, on entering a printing house, was accustomed to pay one or more
‘galons of beer for the good of the chapel: this custom was falling into dis-
use thirty years ago—it is very properly rejected entirely in the United
Btates. :

4
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ger of hot water-gruel, sprinkled with pepper, crumbled with
bread, and a bit of butter in it, for the price of a pint of beer;
vig. three halfpence. This was a more comfortable as well as
a cheaper breakfast, and kept their heads clearer. Those who
continued soiting with their beer all day, were often, by not
paying, out of credit at the alehouse, and used to make inte-
rest with me to get beer, their light, as they phrased it, being
out, 1 watched the pay-table on 8aturday night, and collected
what 1 stood engaged for them, having to pay sometimes near
thirty shillings a week on their accounts. This and my being
esteemed a pretty good rig-ife, that is a jocular verbal satyr-
ist, supported my consequence in the society. My constant
attendance, (I never making a St. Monday) recommended me
to the master; and my uncommon quickness at composing
occasioned my being put upon work of dispatch, which was
generally better paid: so I went on now very agreeably.
My lodgings in Little Britain being too remote, 1 found
another in Duke street, opposite to the Romish chapel. It was
up three pair of stairs backwards, at an Italian warehouse.
A widow lady kept the house; she had a daughter, and a
maid servant, and a journeyman who attended the warehouse,
bat lodged abroad. After sending to inquire my character at
the house where 1 last lodged, she agreed to take me in at
the same rate, 3s. 6d. per week; cheaper, as she said, from
the protection she expected in having a man to lodge in the
house. She was'a widow, an elderly woman; had been bred
a Protestant, being a clergyman’s daughter, but was convert-
ed to the Catholic religion by her husband, whose memory
she much revered; had lived much among people of distinc-
tion, and knew a thousand anecdotes of them, as far back as
the times of Charles the Second. She was lame in her knees
with the gout, and therefore seldom stirred out of her room;
so sometimes wanted company; and hers was so highly
amusing to me, that I was sure to spend an evening with
her whenever she desired it. Qur supper was only half an
anchovy each, on a very little slice of bread and butter, and .
VYor. L. H
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half a pint of ale between us; but the entertninment was in
her conversation. My always kerping good hours and giving
. little trouble in the family, made her unwilling to part with

" me; 8o that when I talked of a lodging I had heard of, nearer
my business, for 2s. a week, which, intent as I was on saving
money, made some difference, she bid me not think of it, for
she would abate me 2s. a week for the (uture; so 1 remained
with her at 1s. 6d. as long as | staid in London.

In a garret of her house there lived a maiden lady of se-
venty, in the most retired manner, of whom my landlady
gave me this account; that she was a Roman Catholic, had
been sent abroad when young, and lodged in a nunnery with
an intent of becoming a nun; but the country not agreeing
with her, she returned to England, where there being no
nunnery, she had vowed to lead the life of a nun, as near as
might be done in those circumstances, Accordingly, she bad
given all her estate t. charitable purposes, reserving only
twelve pounds a year to live on, and out of this sum she stil{
gave a part in charity, living herself on water-gruel only,
and using no fire but to boil it. 8he had lived many years in
that garret, being permitted to remain there gratis by suc-
cessive Catholic tenants of the house below, as they deemed
it a blessing to have her there. A priest visited ber, to con-
fess licr every day: « from this I asked her,” said my land-
lady, ¢« how she, as she lived, could possibly find so much em-
ployment for a conlessor?”? « ON,” said she, « it is impossi-
ble to avoid vain thoughts.” 1 was permitted once to visit her:
she was cheerful and polite, and conversed pleasantly. The
room was clean, but had no other furniture than a mattrass,
- & table with a crucifix, and a baok, a stool which she gave
me to git on, and a picture over the chimney of 81, Verowica
displaying ber bandkerchief, with the miraculous figyre of .
Ciirist’s bleeding face on it, which she explained to me with
great seriouaness. She looked pale, but was mever sick, and
I give it as another instance, on how small an ipcomo life
and health may be supported.
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At Watts’s printing house, I contracted an acquaintance
with an ingenious man, one Wygate, who having wealthy
relutions, had been better educated than most printers; was
@ tolerable Latinist, spoke French, and loved reading. I
taught liim and a friend of his to swim, at twice going into
the river, and they soon became good swimmers. They in-
troduced e to some gentlemen from the country, who went
to Chelsea by water, to see the college and don Saltero’s cu-
riosities. In our refurn, at the request of the company, whose
cariosity Wygate had excited, I stripped and leaped into the
river, and swam from near Chelsea to Blackfriars; perform-
ing in the way many feats of activity both upon and under
the water, that surprised and pleased tliose to whom they
were novelties. I had from a child been delighted with this
exercise, had studied and practised Thevenot’s motions and
positions, added some of mine own; aiming at the graceful
and easy, as well as the useful: all these I took this occasion
of exhibiting to the company, and was much flattered by
their admiration; and Wygate, who was desirous of becom-
ing a master; grew more and more attached to ine on that
account, as well as from the similarity of our studies. He at
length proposed to me travelling all over Europe together,
supporting ourselves every where by working at onr basiness. -
I was ance inclined to it; but mentioning it to my good friend
Mr. Denham, with whom I often spent an hour when I had
Jeisure, he dissuaded me from it; advising me to think only
of returning to Pennsylvania, which he was now about to do.

T must record one trait of this good man’s character: he
had formerly been in business at Bristol, but failed in debt to
& nu-uber of people, compounded and went to America: thére
by a close application to business as a merchant, he acquired
a plentiful fortune in a few years. Returning to England in
the ship with me, he invited his old creditors to an entertain-
ment, at which he thanked them for the easy composition
they had favored him with, and when they expected nothing
but the treat, every man at the first remove found under his
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plate an order on a banker for the full amount of the unpaid
remainder, with intcrest.

He now told me he was about to return to Philadelphia,
and should carry over a great quantity of goods in order to
open a store there: he proposed to take me over as his clerk,
to keep his books, (in which he wpuld instruct me) copy his
letters, and attend the store: he added, that as soon as I
should be acquainted with meicantile business, he would pre-
mote me, by sending me with a cargo of flour and bread, &c.
to the West Indies, and procure me comnrissions from others
which would be profitable; and if I managed well would es-
tablish" me handsomely. The thing pleased me; for I was
grown tired of London, remembered with pleasure the happy
months I had spent in Pennsylvania, and wished again to see
it; therefore I immediately agreed on the terms of fifty pounds
a year Pennsylvania money; less indeéed than my then pre-
sent gettings as a compositor, but affording better prospects.

I now took leave.of printing, as I thought, for ever, and
was daily employed in my new business, going about with
Mr. Denham among the tradesmen to purchase various arti-
cles, and see them packed up, delivering mcssages, calling
upon workmen to dispatch, &c., and when all was on board,
I had a few days’ leisure. On one of these days, I was, to my
surprise, sent for by a great man, I knew only by name, (sir
William Wyndham,) and I waited upon bim: he had heard
by some means or ‘other of my swimming from Chelsea to
Blackfriars, and of my teaching Wygate and another young
man to swim in a few hours: he had two sons, about to set
out on their travels; he wished to have them first taught
swimming, and proposed to gratify me handsomely if I would
teach them. They were not yet come to town, and my stay
was uncertain; so I could not undertake it; but from the in-
cident I thought it likely, that if I were to remain in Eng-
land and open a swimming school, I might get a good deal of
money; and it struck me so strongly, that had the overtare
been made me sooner, probably I should not so soon have re-_
turned to America. Many years after, you and 1 had somve-
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thing of more importauce to do with one of those sons of sir
Wiliam Wyndham, become earl of Egremont, which I shall
metion in its place. .

Thus I passed about eighteen mgnths in Londen; most part

of the time I worked hard at my business, and spent but lit-
tle upon myself except in seeing plays, and in books. My
friend Ralph had kept me poor; he owed me about twenty-
seven pounds, which 1 was now never likely to receive; a
great aum out of my small earnings! I loved him notwith-
standing, for he had many amiable qualities. I had improved
my knewledge, however, though I had by no means improved
my fortune: but I had made some very ingenious acquaiut-
ance, whose conversation was of great advantage to me; and
I had read considerably.
. We sailed from Gravesend on the 23d of July, 1726. For
the incidents of the voyage, I refer you to my Journal,! where
you will find th ‘m all minutely related. Perhaps the most im-
portant part of ‘that journal is the plank to be found ih it,
which I formed at sea for regulating the future conduct of my
life. It is the more remarkable, as being formed when 1 was
8o young, and yet being pretty faithfully adhered to qmte
through to old age. -

We landed at Philadelphia the 11th of October, where I
found sundry alterations. Keith was no longer governor, be-
ing supersed d by major Gordon: I met him walking the
streets as a common citizen: he seemed a little ashamed at
seeing me, and passed without saying any thing. I should
bave been as much ashamed at seeing Miss Read, bad
not her friends, despairing with reason of my return, after
the receipt of my letter, persuaded her to marry another, one
Rogers, a potter, which was done in my absence. With: him,
however, she was never happy, and soon parted from him,

*See Appendix.

% This plan does not exist inthe manuscript journal found among Dr.
Pranklin’s papers; which appears, by a note thereon, to be a “copy made
&t Reading, (N. America,) the 2d Oct. 1787.”.

L o m e taamaa WLy
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refusing to cohabit with him, or bear his name, it being now-
said he had another wife, He was a worthless felliw, though
an excellent workman, ‘which ‘was the temptation toSher
friends: he got into debty ran away in 1727 or 1728; weat
to the West Indies, and died there. Keimer had got a better
house, a shop well supplied with stationary, plenty of new
types, and a number of hands, though nene good, and seem-
ed to have a great deal of business.

Mr. Denham tock a store in Water street, where we open-
ed our goods; [ attended the business diligently, studied ac-
counts, and grew in a little time expert at selling. We lodged
and boarded together; he counselled me as a father, having &
sincere regard for me: . I respected and loved him, and we
might have gone on together very happily ; but in the begin-
ning of February, 1727, when I had just passed my twenty-
first year, we both were taken ill. My distemper was a pleu-
risy, which very nearly carried me off; 1 suffered a good
deal, gave up the pointin my own mind, and was at the time
rather disappointed when I found myself recovering; regret-
ting in some degree, that I must now some time or other,
have all that disagreeable work to go over again. I fergot
what Mr. Denham’s distemper was; it held him a long time,
aud at length carried him off. He left me a small legacy in a
nuncupative will, as a token of his kindness for me, and be
left me once more to the wide world; for the store was tuken
into the care of his executors, and my cmployment under
him ended. My brother-in-law, Holmes, being now at Phila- -
delphia, advised my return to my business; and Keimer
tempted me with an offer of large wages by the year, to come
and take the management of his printing house, that he might
better attend to his stationer’s shop. I had heard a bad char-
acter of him in London, from his wife and ber friends, and
was not for having any more to do with him. I wished for
employment as a merchant’s clerk, but not meeting with any,
I closed again with Keimer, I found in his bouse these hands:
Hugh Meredith, a Welsh Pennsylvanian, thirty years of age,
bred to country work; he was honest, sensible, 2 man of
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experience, and fond of reading, but addicted to drinking.
Stephen Potts, a youug countrywan of full age, bred to the
same, of uncommon natural parts, and great wit and humor;
but a little idle. These he had agreed with at extreme low
wages per week, to be raised a shilling every three months,
as they should deserve by improving in their business; and
the expectation of these bigh wages to come on hereafter,
was what he had drawn them in with. Meredith was to work
at press, Poits at bookbinding, which he by agreement was
to teach them, though he knew neither one nor the other.
Jolin Savage, an Irishman, brought up to nb business, whose
service for four years Keimer had purchased from the cap-
tain of a ship; be too was to be made a pressman. George
‘Webb, an Oxford scholar, whose time for four years he had
likewise bought, intending him for a compositor (of whom
more presently); and David Harry, a country boy, whom he
had taken apprentice. '

Isoun perceived that the intention of engaging me at wa-
ges, 8o wuch higher than he had been used to give, was to
have these raw, cheap bands, formed through me; and as
soon as I bad instructed them, (they being all articled to him)
he shouid be able to do without me. I went however very
cheerfully, put his printing house in order, which had been
in great confusion, and brought his hands bydcgreestommd
their business, and to do it better.

It was an odd thing to find an Oxford scholar in the situa-
tion of a bought servant ; he was not more than eighteen years
of age, and he gave me this account of himself: that he was
born in Gloucester, educated at a grammar school, and bad
been distinguished among the scholars for some apparent su-
periority iv performing his part, when they exhibited plays;
belonged to the Wit’s club there, and had written some pieces
in prose and verse, which were printed in the Gloucester news-
papers; thence was sent to Oxford; there he continued about
a year, but not well satisfied; wishing of all things to see
Lendon, and become a player. At length receiving his quar-
terly allowance of fifeem guineas, instead of discharging his
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debts, he went out of town, hid his gown in a furze bush,
and walked to London ; where baving no iriend to advise him,
he fell into bad company, soon spent bis guineas, tound no
means of being introduced among the players, grew neces-
sitous, pawned his clothes, and wanted bread. Walking the
street very hungry, and not knowing what to do with himself,
* a’‘crimp’s bill was put into his band, offering immediate en-
tertainment and encouragement to such as would bind them-
selves to serve in America: be went directly, signed the in-
dentures, was put into the ship and came over; never writing
a line to his friends to acquaint them what was become of
bim: he was lively, witty, good-natured, aud a pleasant
companion; but idle, thoughtless, and imprudent to the last
degree.

John, the Irishman, soon ran away; with the rest 1 began
to live very agrecably, for they all respected me the more, as
they found Keimer incapable of instructing them, and that
from me they lcarned something daily. My ‘acquaintance
with ingenious people in the town increased. We never work-
ed on Saturday, that being Keimer’s Sabbath, so that I had
two days for reading. Keimer himself treated me with great
civility and apparent regard, and nothing now made me un-
easy but my debt to Vernon, which I was yet unuble to pay,
being hitherto but a poor economist: he however kindly made
no demand of it.

Our printing house often wanted sorts, and there was no
letter-foundery in America; I had seen types cast at James’s
iu London, but without much attention to the manner: how-
ever, I now contrived a mould, and made use of the letters
we had as puncheons, struck the matrices in lead, and thus
supplied in a pretty tolerable way all deficiencies. 1 also en-
graved several things on occasion; made the ink; I was ware-
houseman, and in short quite a fac-totum.

But however serviceable I might be, I foung that my ser-
vices became every day of less impertance, as the other hands
improved in their business; and when Keimer paid me a se-
cond quarter’s wages, he let me know that he felt them too
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beavy, and thought I should mako an abatement. He grew
by degrees less civil, put on more the airs of master, fre-
quently found fault, was captious, and seemed ready for an
eut-breaking. I went on nevertheless with a good deal of pa-
- tience, thinking that his- incambered circumstances were
partly the cause. At length a trifle snapped our connexion;
for a great noise happening near the court-house, 1 put my
head out of the window to see what was the matter. Keimer
being in the street looked up and saw me, ‘called out to me
in a loud voice and an angry tone, to mind my business; add-
ing some reproachful words, that nettled me the more for
their publicity; all the neighbors who were looking out on
the same occasion being witnesses how I was treated. He
came up immediately into the prianting house, continued the
quarrel ; high words passed on-both sides, he gave me the
q@arter’s warning we had stipulated, expressing a wish that
be had not been obliged to sa,long a warning. I told him his
wish was unnecessary, for I would leave him that instant;
and so taking my hat walked out of doors, desiring Mere-
dith, whom I saw below, to take care of some things l left,
and bring them to my lodgings.

Meredith came accordingly in the evening, whén we talked
my affair over. He had conceived a great regard for me, and
was very unwilling that I should leave the house while he re-
mained in it. He dissuaded me from returning to my native
country, which I began to think of; he reminded me that
Keimer was in debt for all he possessed, that his creditors
began to be uneasy; that he kept his shop muserab)y, sold
often without a profit for ready money, and “often trusted
without keeping accounts: that he must therefore fail, which
would make a vacancy I might profit of. I objected my want
of money. He then let me know that his father had a high
opinion of me, and from some discourse that had passed be-
tween them, he was sure would advance meney to set me
up, if I would enter into partnership with him. My time, said
he, will be out with Keimer in the spring; by that time we

Vor. L. I
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. may have our press aud types in from London; 1 am sensi-
ble 1 am no workman, If you like it, your skill in. the busi.
ness shall he set against the stock I (urnish, and we will
sharv the profits equally. The proposal was agreeable to me,
and 1 consented: his father was in town and qpproved of it;
the more as he said I had great influence with bis son, had
prevailed on him to abstain long from dram-driuking, and
he hoped might hreak him of that wretched babit entirely

when we came to be so closely connected. I gave an inven- -

tory to the father, who carried it to a merchaut: the things
were seut for, the secret was to be kept till they should ar-
rive, and in the mean time I was to- get work, if I could, at
the other printing house. But I found no vacancy there, and
so remained idle a few days, when Keimer, on a prospect of
being employed to print some paper-money in New Jersey,
which would require cuts and various types, that I only could
supply, and apprebending Brgdford might engage me and
get the job from him, scnt me a very civil message, that old
. friends should not part for a few words, the effect of sudden
passion, and wishing me to return, Meredith persuaded me
to comply, as it would give more opportunity for his improve,
ment under my daily instructions; so I returned, and we
went on more smoothly than for some time before. The New
Jersey job was obtained, I contrived a copper-plate press
for it, the first that had been seen in the country ; I cut seve-
ral ornaments and checks for the bills. We went together to
" Burlington, where I executed the whole to satisfaction; and
he received so large a sum for the work as to be enabled
thereby to keép himself longer from ruin.

At Burlington I made an acquaintance with many princi-
pal people of the province. Several of them had heen ap-
pointed by the assembly a committee to attend the press, and
take carc that no more hills were printed than the law direct-
ed. They were therefore by turns constantly with us, and ge-
nerally he who attended brought with him a friend or twe
. for company. My mind baving been much more improved by
reading than Kcimer’s, I suppose it was for that reason my

i
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eonversation seemed to be more valued. They had me to
their houses, introduced me to their fiiends, and shewed me
much civility ; while he, theugh the master, was a little neg-
lected. In truth, he was an odd creature; ignorant of com-
mon life, fond of rudely opposing received upinions; slovenly
to extreme dirtiness; enthusiastic in some points of religion,
and a little knavish withal. We continuéd there near threé
months; and by that time I could reckon among my acquired
friends, judge Allen, Samuel Bustill, the secretary of the
province, lsaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, and several of the

" Smiths, members of assembly, and Isaac Decow, the sarveyor

general. The latter was a shrewd, sagacious old man, who
told me that he began for himself when young. by wheeling
clay for the brickmakers, ledrned to write ifter he was of
age, carried the chain for surveyors, who taught him survey-
ing, and he bad now by his industry acquired a good estate;
and said he, I foresee that you will soon work this man out
of his business, and make a fortune in it at Philadelphia. He
had then not the least intlination of my intention to set up
there or any where. These friends were afterwards of great
use to me, as I occasionally was to some of them. They all
eontinued their regard for me as long as they lived.

Before I enter upon my public appearance in business, it
may be well to let you know the then state of my mind, with
regard to my principles and morals, that you may see how
far these influenced the future events of my life. My parents
had early given me religious impressions, and brought me
through my childhood piously in the dissenting way. But I
was scarce fifteen, when after doubting by turns several points,
as I found them disputed in the different books I read, I be-
gan to doubt of the revelation itself. Some books against
deism fell into my hands, they were said to be the substance
of the sermons which had been preached at Boyle’s lectures.
It happened that they wrought an &ffect on me quite contrary
to what was intended by them. For the arguments of the
Deists which were qdoted to be refuted, appeared to me much
stronger than the refutations; in short, I soon became a tho-
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rough Deist. My arguments perverted some others, partica-
larly Collins and Ralph: but each of these having wronged
me greatly without the least compunction; and recollecting
Keith’s conduct towards me, (who was another freethinker)
and my own towards Vernon and Miss Read, which at times
gave me great troutle; I began to suspect that this doctrine,
though it might be true, was not very useful. My London
pamphlet! (printed in 1725) which had for its motto, these
lines of Dryden:

« Whatever is, is right. Tho’ purblind man

Sees but a part o’ the chain, the nearest link ; -
His eye not carrying to that equal beam,

‘That poises all above———u—"

and which from the attributes of God, his infinite wisdom,

i Dr. Franklin in a part of a letter to Mr. B. Vaughan, dated Nov. 9,
1779, gives a further account of this pamphlet, in these words.
¢ It was addressed to Mr. L R., that is, James Ralph, then a youth of

about my age, and my intimate friend; afterwards a political writer and -

historian. The purport of it was to prove the doctrine of fate, from the
‘supposed attributes of God; in some such manner as this: that in erect-
ing and governing the world, ‘as he was infinitely wise, he knew what

would be best; infinitely good, he must be disposed, and infinitely power-

ful, he must be able, to execute it: consequently all is right.

¢ There were only an hundred copies printed, of which I gave a few
to friends, and afterwards disliking the piece, as conceiving it might
have an ill tendency, I burnt the rest, except one copy, the margin of
which was filled with manuscript notes by Lyons, author of the Infallibi-
lity of Human Judgmens, who was at that time another of my acquaint.
ance in London. I was not nineteen years of age when it was written. In
1730, T wrote a piece on the other side of the question, which began with
laying for its foundation this fact; ¢ That almost all men in all ages and coun-
¢rice, have at-times made use of PraYER. Thence I reasoned, that if all
things arc ordained, prayer must among the rest be ordained. But as
prayer can procure no change in things that are ordained, praying must
then be useless, and an absurdity. God would therefore not ordain pray-
ing if every thing else was ogdained. But praying exists, therefore all
things are not ordained, &c. This pamphlet was never printed, and the
manuscript has been long lost. The great \inéerta.mty I found in meta-
physical reasonings disgusted me, and I quitted that kind of reading and
study for others more satisfactory.”
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goodness and power, concluded that nothing could possibly
be wrong in the world; and that vice and virtue were.empty
distinctions, no such things existing; appeared now not so
clever a performance as I once thought it; and I doubted
whether some error had not insinuated itself unperceived into
my argument, so as to infect all that followed, as is common
in metaphysical reasonings. I grew convinced that truth, sin-
eerity, and iniegrity, in dealings between man and man, were
of the utmost importance to the felicity of- life; and I formed
written resolutions (which still remain in my journal book)
to practise them ever while { lived. Revelation had indeed no
weight with me as such; but I entertained- an opinion, that
though certain actions might not be bad, because they were
forbidden by it, or good because it commanded them; yet pro-
bably those actions might be forbidden because they were bad
for us, or commanded because they were beneficial to us, in their
own natures, all the circumstances of things considered. And
this persuasion, with the kind hand of Providence, or some
guardian-angel, or accidental favorable circumstances and
situations, or all together, preserved me through this danger-
ous time of youth and the hazardous situations I was sometimes
in among strangers, remote from the eye and advice of my fa-
~ ther; free from any-wilful gross immorality or injustice, that
‘might have been expected from my want of religion; I say
wilful, because the instances I huve mentioned had something
of necessity in them, from my youth, inexperience, and the
knavery of others: I had therefore a tolerable character to
begin the world with; I valued it properly, and determined
to preserve it. :
'We had not been long returned to Philadelphia, before th

new types arrived from London. We settled with Keimer,
and left him by his consent before he heard of it. We found
& house to hire near the market, and.took it. To lessen the
rent (which was then but’ twenty-four pounds a year, though
1 have since known it let for seventy) we took in Thomas .
Godfrey, a glazier, and bis family, who were to pay. a con-
siderable part of it to us, and we to board with them. We
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bad scarce opened our letters and put our press in order, be-
fore George House, an acquaintance of mine, brought a coun-
tryman to us, whom he had met in the street, inquiring fora
printer. All our cash was now expended in the variety of
particulurs we had been obliged to procure, and this country-
man’s five shillings, being our Grst fruits, and coming so sea-
sonably, gave me more pleasure than any crown I have since

“earned; and from the gratitude 1 felt towards House, has
made me often more ready, than perhaps I othcrwise should
have been, to assist young beginners. -

There are croakers in every country always boding its
ruin. Such an one there lived in Philadelphia, a person of
note, an elderly man, with a wise look and a very grave
manner of speaking; his name was Samuel Mickle. This
gentleman, astranger to me, stopped me oue day at my door,
and asked me if [ was the young man who had lately opened a
new printing house? Being answered in the affirmative, he
said he was sorry for me, because it was an expensive under-
taking, and the expense would be lost, for Philadelphia was a
sinking place, the people already half bankrupts, or near be-

‘ing so0; all the appearances of the contrary, such as new
buildings and the rise of rents being to his certain knowledge
fallacious: for they were in fact among the things that would
ruin us. Then he gave me such a detail of misfortunes now
existing, or that were soon to exist, that he left me half me-
lancholy. Had I known him before I engaged in this business
probably I never should have done it. This person continued
to live in this decaying place, and to declaim in the same
strain, refusing for many years to buy a house there, because
all was going to destruction ; and at last [ had the pleasure of
seeing him give five-times as much for one as he might have
bought it for when he first began croaking.

I should have mentiened before, that in the auturm of the
preceding year, I had formed most of my ingenious acquain-
tance jnto a club for mutual improvement, which we called the
Jonro; we met on Friday evemings. The rules that I drew
up roquired that évery member in lis turn should prodece

[
L]
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one ar mare queries on’ any point of morals, palitics, or na-
tural philosophy, to be discussed by the company: and once
in three months produce and read an essay of his own writ-
ing, on any subject Le pleased. Qur debates were to be under
the direction of a president, and to be conducted in the sin-
cere spirit of inquiry after truth, without fondness for dis.
pute, or desire of victory; and to prevent warmth, all expres-
" sions of positiveness in opinions, or direct contradiction, were
after some time made contraband, and probibited under small
P cuniary penalties.

The first members were, Jc.seph Brientnal, a copyer of
deeds for the scriveners; a good ratured friendly middle-aged
man, a great lover of poetry, reading all he could meet with,
and writing some that was tulerable ; very ingenious in mak-
ing little nicknackeries, and of sensible conversation. _

Thomas Godfrey, a seli~taughit mathematician, great in his
way, and alterwards inventor of what is now called Hadley’s
Quadranl. But he knew little out of his way, and was not a
pleasing companion; as, like most great mathematicians I
have met with, he expected universal precision in every thing
said, or was for ever denying or distinguishing upon trifles,
to the disturbance of all conversation; he soon left us.

Nicholas Scull, a surveyor, afterwards surveyor general,
who loved books, and sometimes made‘a.few verses.

William Parsons, bred a shoemaker, but loving reading,
had acquired a considerable share of mathematics, which ho
first studied with a view to astrology, and afterwards laughed
at it: be also became surveyor general. .

William Maugridge, joiner, but a most exquisite mechanic,
and a solid, scnsible man.

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and George Webb,.I have
characterised before.

Robert Grace, a young gentleman of some fortune, gene-
rous, lively, and witty ; a lover of punning and of his friends.

Lastly, William Coleman, then a merchant’s clerk, about
my age, who had the coolest, clearest head, the best heart,
and the exactest morals of almest any man I ever wet with.
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He became afterwards a merchant of great note, and one of
our provincial judges. Our triendship continued without in-
terruption to his death, upwards-of forty years; and the club
continued almost as long, and was the best school of philoso-
phy, worality, and politics, that then existed in the province;
for our queries, (which were read the week preceding their
diiscussion) put us upon reading with attention on the several
subjects, that we might speak nioré to the purpose : and here
too, we acquired better habits of conversation, every thing
. being studied in our rules which might prevent our disgust-
ing each other; hence the long conmtinuance of the club,
which I shall have frequent -occasion to speak further of here-
~ after. But my giving this account of it here, is to shew some-
thing of the interest I had, every one of these exerting them-
selves in recommending business to us. Brientnal particularly
procured us from the quakers, the printing of forty sheets of
" their history,. the rest being to be done by Keimer ; and upon
these we worked exceeding hard, for the price waslow. It was
a folio, pro patria size, in pica, with long-primer notes. I com-
posed a sheet a day, and Meredith worked it off at press; it
was often eleven at night, and sometimes later before I had
finished my distribution for the next day’s work. For the lit- .
tle jobs sent in by our other friends now and then put us back.
But so determined I was to continue doing a sheet a day of
the folio, that one night when having imposed my forms, I
thought my day’s work over, one of them by accident was
broken, and two pages reduced to pie. I immediately distri-
buted, and composed it over again before 1 went to bed: and
this industry, visible to our neighbors, began to give us char-
acter and credit; particularly 1 was told, that mention being
made of the new printing office, at the merchants® every-
night club, the general opinion was that it must fail, there
being already two printers in the place, Keimer and Brad-
ford; but Dr. Baird, (whom you and I saw many years after
at his native place, St. Andrew’s in Scotland) gave a contra-
ry opinion; « For the industry of that Franklin,” said he,
¢ is superior to any thing I ever saw of the kind; I see him
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still at wark when I go home from club, and he is at work

again before his neighbors are out of hed.” This struck the

rest, and we soon after had offers from one of them to sup-
ply us with stationary; but as yet we did not chuse to en-
gage in shop business.

I mentioned this industry the more particularly and the
more freely, though it seems to be talking in my own praise,
that those of my posterity who shall read it, may know the
use f that virtue, when they see its effects in my favor
throughout this relation.

George Webb, who had found a female friend that lent
him wherewith to purchase his time of Keimer, now came to
offer himself as a journeyman to us. We could not then em-
ploy bim, but I foolishly let him know. as a secret, that I soon
intended to begin a newspaper, and might then have work
for bim. My hopes of success, as I told him w?ere founded on
this ; that the then only newspaper printed by Bradford, was
a paltry thing, wretchedly managed, no way entertaining, and
yet was profitable to him; I therefore freely thought a good
paper would scarcely fail of good encouragement. I request-
ed Webb not to mention it, but he told it to Keimer, who im-
mediately, to be beforchand with me, published proposals for
one himself, on which Webb was to be employed. I was vexed
at this, and to counteract them, not being able to commence

our paper, I wrote scveral amusing pieces for Bradford’s pa- .
per, under the title of the Busy Bopy, which Breintnal con-

tinued some months. By this means the attention of the pub-
lic was fixed on that paper, and Keimer’s proposals, which
we burlesqued and ridiculed, were disregarded. He began his
paper however, and before carrying it on three quarters of a
year, with at most only ninety subscribers, he offered it me
for a triflc; and 1, having been ready some time to go on with
it, took it in hand directly; and it proved in a few years ex-
tremely profitable to me.

T perceive fhat I am apt to speak in the singular nember,
though our partnership still continued ; it may be that in fact

Vor. I ' K
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the whole management of the business lay upon me. Mevre-
dith was no compasitor, a poor pressman, and scldom sober.
My friends lamented my conncxion with him, but I was te
make the best of it.

Our first papers made quite a different appearance from
any before in the province; a better type and better printed:
but some remarks™ of my writing on the dispute then going

= <« His excellency goverr;or Burnet, died unexpectedly about two days
after the date of this reply to his last message; and it was thought the
dispute would Lave ended with him, or at least have lain dormant till the
arrival of a new governor from England, who possibly might or might
not be inclined to enter too vigorously into the measures of hia prede-
cessor. But oug last advices by the post acquaint us, that his honor the
lieutenant-governer, (on whom the government immediately devolves up-
on the death or @sence of the commander-inchief,) has vigorously re.
newed the struggle on his own account, ef which the particulars will be’
seen in our next. ]
“ Perhaps some of our readers may not fully understand the original
- ground of this warm contest between the governor and assembly. It
seems, #hat people have for these hundred years past, enjoyed the privi-
lege of rewarding the governor for the time being, according to their
gense of his merit and services; and few or none of their governors have
complained, or had cause to complain, of a scanty allowance. When the
late governor Burnet brought with him instructions to demand a settied
salary of 1000 pounds sterling per annum, on him and all his successors,
and the assembly were required to fix it immediately: he insisted onit
strenuously to the last, and they as constantly refused it. It appears by
their votes and proceedings, that they thought it an imposition, contrary
to their own charter, and to Magna Charta; and they judged that there
should be a mutual dependence between the governor and governed; and
that to make the governor independent would be dangerous and destruc-
tive to their liberties, and the ready way to establish tyranny. They
thought likewise that the province was not the less dependent on the
crown of Great Britain, by the governor's depending immediately on
them, and his own good conduct, for an ample support; because all acts
and laws, which he might be induced to pass, must nevertheless be con-
stantly sent home for approbation, in erder to continae in force. Many
. other reasons were given, and arguments used in the caurse of the con-
troversy, needless to particularise here, because all the material pcpeu
relating to it have been already given in our public news.
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on between governor Burnet, and the Massachusetts assem--
bly, struck the principal people, occasioned the paper and
the manager of it to be much talked of, and in a few weeks
brought them all to be our subacribers.

Their example was followed by many, and our number
went on growing continually, This was one of the first good
effects of my having learned a little to scribble; another was,
that the leading men seeing a newspaper, now in the hands
of those who could also handle a pen, thought it convenient

to eblige and encourage me. Bradford still printed the votes,

and laws, and other public business. He had printed an ad-
dress of the house to.the governor, in a coarse, blundering
mauner: we reprinted it elegantly and correctly, and sent
one to every member. They were sensible of the difference,
it strengthened the hands of our friends in the house, and
they voted us their printers for the year ensuing.

Among my friends in the house, I must not forget Mr.
Hamilton, before mentioned; who was then returned from
England, and had a seat in it. He interested himself for me

v

“ Much_deserved praise has the deceased governor received for his
steady integrity in adhering to his instructions, notwithstanding the
great difficulty and opposition he met with, and the strong temptations
offered from time to time to induce him to give up the peint. And yet,
perhaps, something is due to the assembly, (as the love and zeal of that
country for the present establishment is too well known to suffer any sus-
picion of want of loyalty) who continue thus resolutely to abide by what
they think their right, and that of the people they represent; maugre all
the arts and menaces of a governor, famed for his cunning and politics,
backed with instructions from Lome, and powerfully sided by the great
advantage such an officer always has of engaging the principal men of a
place in his party, by conferring where he pleases, so many posts of pre-
fit and honor. Their happy mother country will perhaps observe, with
pleasure, that though her gallant cocks and matchless dogs abate their
natural fire and intrepidity, when transported to a foreign clime, (as this
nation is) yet her soxs in the remotest part of the earth, and even to the
third and fourth déscent, still retain that ardent spirit of liberty, and thay
undaunted courage, which has in every age so gloriously distinguished
BriToxs and Excrisuuex, from the rest of mankind.”
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strongly in that instance, as he did in many others afterwards
continuing his patronage till his death.»

Mr. Vernon, about this time, put me in mind'of the debt ¥
owed him, but did not press me..I wrote him an ingenuous
letter of acknowledgment, craving his forbearance a little

longer, which he allowed me; as soon as I was able, I paid °

the principal with the interest, and many thanks: so that er-
ratum was in some degree corrected.

But now another difficulty came upon me, which I had ne.
ver the least reason to expect. Mr. Meredith’s father, who
was to have paid for our printing bouse, according to the ex-
pectations given me, was able to advance only one hundred
pounds currency, which had been paid; and a hundred more
was due to the merchant, who grew impatient, and sued us
all. We gave bail, but saw that if the money could not be
raised in time, the suit must soon: come to a judgment and
execution, and our hopeful prospects must with us be ruined;
as the press and letters must be sold for payment, perhaps at
half price. In this distress two true friends, whose kindness
1 have never forgotten, nor ever shall forget, while I can re-
member any thing, came to me separately, unknown to each
other, and without any application from me, offered each of
them to advance me all the money that should be necessary
to enable me to take the whole business upon myself, if that
should be practicable; but they did not like my continuing
the partnership with Meredith; who, as they said, was often
seen drunk in the street, playing at low games in alehouses,
mueh to our discredit—these two friends were William Cole-
man and Robert Grace. I told them I could not propose a se-
paration, while any prospect remained of the Merediths fal-

filling their part of our agreemeént; because I thought myself

under great obligations to them for what they had done, and
would do if they could: bat if they finally failed in their per-
formance, and our partnership must be dissolved, I should

2 I afterwards obtained for his son five kundred pounds.
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then think myself at liberty to accept the assistance of my
friends: thus the matter rested for some time; when I said
to my partner, perhaps your father is dissatisfied at the part
You have undertaken in this affair of ours, and is unwilling
to advance for you and me, what he would for you? If that
is the case, tell me, and I will resign the whole to you, and
go about my business. No, said he, my father has really been
disappointed, and is really unable; and I am unwilling to dis-
tress him further. I see this is a business I am not fit for. I
was bred a farmer, and it was a folly in e to come to town
and put myself, at thirty years of age, an apprentice to learn
a new trade. Many of our Welsh people are going to settle
in North Carolina, where land is cheap. I am inclined to go
with them, and follow my old employment: you may find
friends to assist you: if you will take the debts of the com-
pany upon you, return to my father the hundred pounds he
has advanced, pay my little personal debts, and give me
thirty pounds and a new saddle, I will relinquish the part-
_ mership, and leave the whole in your hands, I agreed to this
proposal; it was drawn up in writing, signed and sealed im-
mediately. I gave him what he demanded, and he went soon
after to Carolina; whence he sent me, next year, two long
letters, containing the best account that had been given of
that country, the climate, the soil, husbandry, &c., for in
those matters he was very judicious:*I printed them in the
papers, and they gave great satisfaction to the public.

As soon as he was gone, I recurred to my two friends; and
because I would not give an unkind preference to either, I
took half what each had offered, and I wanted, of one, and
half of the other; paid off the company’s debts, and went on
with the business in my own name ; advertising that the part-
nership was dissolved. I think this was in or about tbe year
1729. .

About this time there was a cry among the people for more
paper-money ; only fifteen thousand pounds being extant in
the province, and that soon to be sunk. The wealthy inhabi-
tants opposed any addition; being against all paper currca-
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cy, from the apprehension that it would depreciate, as it had
done in New England, to the injury of all creditors. We had
discussed this point in our junto, where I was on the side of
an addition; being persuaded that the first small sum, struck
in 1728, had done much good by increasing the trade, employ-
ment, and number of inhabitants in the province ; since I now
saw all the old houses inhabited, and many new ones build-
ing; whereas I remembered well when I first walked about
the streets of Philadelphia, (eating my roll,) I saw many of
the houses in Walnut street, between Second and Front streets,
with bills on their doors « o be let;” and many likewise in
Chestout street, and other streets; which made me think the
inbabitants of the city were one after another deserting it
Our debates possessed me so fully of the subject, that I wrote
and printed an anonymous pampblet on it, entitled « The Na-
ture and Necessity of a Paper Currency.” It was well received
by the common people in general; but the rich men disliked
it, for it increased and strengthened the clamor for more mo-
uey ; and they happening to have no writers among them that
were able to answer it, their opposition slackened, and the
point was carried by a majority in the bouse. My friends
there, who considered I bad been of some service, thought
it to reward me, by employing me in printing the money; a
very profitable job,s and a great help to me: this was ano-
ther advantage gained by my being able to write.

. The utility of this currcncy became by time and experi-
ence 8o evident, that the principles upon which it was found-
ed, were never afterwards much disputed; so that it grew
soon to fifty-five thousand pounds; and in 1739, to eighty
thousand pounds; trade, building, and inhabitants all the
while increasing: though I now think there are limits be-
yond which the quantity may be hurtful.

. I soon after obtained through my friend Hamilton, the
printing of the Newcastle paper-money, another profitable
job, as I then thought it; small things appearing great to
these in small circumstances: and these to me were really
great advantages, as they were great encouragements. Mr.
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Haailen procured me also the printing of the laws and votes
of that government; which contiuued in my bands as long
a8 | followed the business,

I now opened a small stationer’s shop: I had in it blanks
of all kinds; the correctest that ever appeared among us. I
was assisted in that by my friend Breintnal: I had also pa-
per, parchment, chapmen’s books, &c. One Whitemash, a
compositor I had known in London, an excellent workman,
mow came to me, and worked with me constantly and dili-
gently; and I took an apprentice, the son of Aquila Rose.

I began now gradually to pay off tlie debt I was under for
the printing bouse. In order to-secure my credit and charac-
fer as a tradesman, I took care not only to be in reality in-
dastrious and frugal, but to avoid the appearances to the con-
trary. 1 dressed plain, and was seen at no places of idle di-
version: I mever went out a fishing or shooting: a book in-
deed sometimes debauched me from my work, but that ‘was
seldom, was private, and gave no scandal: and to shew that
I was not above my buginess, I sometimes brought home the
paper 1 purchased at the stores, through the streets on a
whee!barrow. Thus being esteemed an industrious, thriving
young man, and paying duly for what I bought, the mer-
chants who imported stationary solicited my custom; others
proposed supplying me with books, and I went on prosper-
eusly, In the mesn time Keimer’s credit and business declin-
ing daily, he was at last forced to sell his printing house, to
satisfy his creditors. He went to Barbadoes and there lived
some years in very poor circumstances.

His apprentice, David Harry, whom I had instructed while
I worked with him, set up-in his'place at Philadelphia, hav-
ing bought his materials. I was at first apprehensive of a
powerful rival in Harry, as his friends were very able, and
had a goed deal of interest: I therefore proposed a partner-
ship to him, which he fortunately for me, rejected with scorn.
He was very proud, dressed like a gemtleman, lived expen-
sively, took much diversion and pleasure abroad, ran in debt,
and weglocted his basiness; wpon which, all business left
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Lim; and finding nothing to do, he followed Keimer toBar-
badoes, taking the printing house with him. There this ap-
prentice employed his former master as a journcyman; they-

quarreled often, and Harry went continually behind hand, -

and at length wus obliged to sell his types, and return to
country-work in Pennsylvania. The person who bought them,
empldyed Keimer to use them, but a few years after he died.

There remained now no other printer in Philadelphia, bat
the old Bradford; but he was rich and easy, did a little in
the business by straggling hands, but was not anxious about
it: however as he held ‘the post-office, it was imagined he had
better opportunities of ebtaining news, his paper was thought
a better distributor of advertisements than mine, and there-
fore had many more; which was a profitable thing to him,
and a disadvantage to me. For though I did indeed rcceive
and send papers by the post, yet the public opinion was other
wise; for what I did send was by-bribing the riders, who
took them privately; Bradford being unkind enough to for-
bid it, which occasioned some resentinent on my part; and I
thought so meanly of the practice, that when 1 afterwards
came into bis situatiou, I took care never to imitate it. .

1 had hitherto continued to board with Godirey, who lived
in part of my bousc with his wife and children, and bad one
side of the shop for his glazier’s business; though he worked
little, being always absorbed in his mathematics. Mrs. God-
frey projected a match for me, with a relation’s daaghter,
took opportunities of bringing us often together, till a serious
courtship on my part ensued; the girl being in herself very
deserving. The old folks encouraged me by continual invita-
tions to supper, and by leaving us together, till at length it
was time to explain. Mrs. Godfrey managed our little treaty.
I let her know that I expected as much money with their
daughter as would pay off my remaining debt-for the print-
ing house; which I believe was not them above an hundred
pounds. She brought me word they had no such sum to spare:
I said they might mortgage their house in the loan-office. The
answer to this after some days was, that they did not ap-.
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prove the match; that on inquiry of Bradford, they had been
informed the printing buiswess was not a profitable one, the
types would soon be worn out and more wanted ; that Keimer
and David Harry had failed one after the other, and 1 should
probably seen tellow them; and therefore I was forbidden
the house, and the daughter shut up. Whether this was a
real change of sentiment, or only artifice on a supposition of
our being too far engaged in affection to retract, and there.
fore that we should steal a marriage, which would leave them
st liberty te give or withhold what they pleased, I know not.
But I suspectéd the motive, resented it, and went no more.
Mrs. Godfrey brought me afterwards some more favorable
accounts of their disposition, and would have drawn me on
sguin; but § declared absolutely my resolution to have no-
thing more to do with that family. This was resented by the
Godfreys, we differed, and they removed, leaving me the
whele house, and I resolved to take no more inmates. But
this affair having turned my thoughts to marriage, I looked
round me and made overtures of acquaintance in other places;
but soon found that the Lusiness of a printer being generally
thought a poar one, I was not to expect money with a wife,
unless with such an one, as I should not otherwise think
agreeable. In the mean time that hard to be governed pas.
sion of youth, had hurried me frequently into intrigues with
low women that fell in my way, which were attended with
some expense and great inconvenience, besides a continual
risque to my health by a distemper, which of all things ¥
@readed, though by great good lack I escaped it.

A friendly correspondence as neighbors had continued be-
tween me and Miss Read’s family, who all had a regard for
me from the time of my first lodging in their house. I was
often invited there and consulted in their affairs, wherein I
sometimes was of service. I pitied poor Miss Read’s unfor-
tanate sitaation, who was generally dejected, seldom cheer-
B, and avoided company: I considered my giddiness and
inconstancy when in London, as in a great degree the cause

Yor. 1. L .
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of her unhappiness; though the wother was good enough to
think the fault more her own than mine, as she had prevent-
od our marrying before I went thither, and persuaded the
. ather match in my absence. Our mutual affection was revived,
but there were now great objections to our uyion ; that match
was indeed looked upon as invalid, a preceding wife being
said to be living in England; but this could not easily be
proved, because of the distance, &c., and though there was
a report of bis death, it was not certain. Then, though it
should be true, he had left many debts which his successor
might be called upon to pay: we ventured, hawever, over all
these difficulties, and I took her to wife, “September 1, 1730,
None of the inconveniences happened that we had appre-
hended ; she proved a good and faithful helpmate, assisted
me much by attending to the shop; we throve together, and
ever mutually endcavored to make each other happy. Thus I
corrected that great erratum as well as I could.

About this time our club mecting, not at a tavern, but in a
Tittle room of Mr. Grace’s, set apart for that purpose; a pro-
, position was made by mc, that since our books were often re-

ferred to in our disquisitions upon the queries, it might be
convenient to us to have them all together where we met, that
upon occasion they might be consulted; and by thus clubbing
our books to a common library, we should while we liked to
keep them together, have each of us the advantage of using
the books of ‘all the other members, which would be nearly
as beneficial as if each owned the whole. It was liked and
agreed to, and we filled one end of the room with such books
as we could best spare. The number was not so great as we
expected; and though they had been of great use, yet some
inconveniences occurring for want of due care of them, the
collection, after about a year, was separated; and each took
his books home again.

And now I set on foot my first project of a public nature,
that for a subscription library; I drew up the proposals, got
them put into form by our great scrivener, Brockden, and
by the help of my friends in the junto, procured fifty sub-
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scribers of forty shillings each to begin with, and ten shil-
lings a year for fifty years, the term our company was to con-
tinue. We aflterwards obtained a charter, the company being
increased to one hundred; this was the mother of all the
North American subscription libraries, now so numerous. It
is become a great thing itself, and continually goes on increas-
ing: these libraries have improved the general conversation
of the Americans, made the common tradesmen and farmers
as intelligent as most gentlemen from other countries, and
perhaps have contributed in some degree to the stand so ge-
nerally made throughout the colonies in defence of their pri-

vileges. 3

[Thus far was written with the intention expressed in the beginning ;
and getting abroad, it excited great interest on account of its simplicity and
candor; and induced many applications for a continuance. What follows
was written many years after, in compliance with the advice contained in
the letters that follow: and has therefore less of a family picture,and more
of a public character. The American revolution occasioned the interrups
tion.]
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PART II. .

Letler from Mr. JAbel James, with Noies on my Life,
(Received in Paris.)
¢ MY DEAR AND HONORED FRIEND,

«]1 HAVE often been desirous of writing to thee, but
¢could not be reconciled to the thought, that the letter might
fall into the hands of the British, lest some printer or husy
body should publish some part of the contents, and give our
friend pain, and myself censure.

¢ Some time since there fell into my hands, to my great
joy. about twenty-three sheets in thy own hand-writing, con-
taining an account of the parentage and life of thyself, di-
rected to thy son, ending in the year 1730, with which there
were notes, likewise in thy writing; a copy of which I inclose,
in hopes it may be a means, if thou continued it up to a later
period, that the first and latter part may be put together ; and
if it is not yet continued, I hope thee will not delay it. Life
is uncertain, as the preacher tells us; and what will the world
say if kind, humane, and benevolent Ben. Franklin sliould
leave his friends and the world deprived of so pleasing and
profitable a work; a work which would be useful and enter-
taining not only to a few, but to millions. The influence wri-
tings under that class have on the minds of youth is very great,
and has no where appeared to me so plain, as in our public
friend’s journals. It almost insensibly leads the youth into
the resolution of endeavoring to become as good’and eminent




BENJAMPN FRANKLIN. 77

8 the journalist. S8hould thine, for instance, when published,
(and I think it could not fail of it,) lead the youth to equal
the industry and temperance of thy early youth, what a bies-
sing with that class would such a work be! 1 know of ne
character living, nor many of them put tegether, who has
so much in his power as thyself to promote a greater spirit
of industry and early attention to business, frugality, and
temperance with the American youth. Not that I think the
work would have no other merit and use in the world, far
from it; but the first is of such vast importance, that I know
nothing that can equal it.”

The foregoing letter and the minutes accompanying it be-
ing shewn to & friend, I received [rom him the following:

—

Letter from Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, :
Paris, January 31, 1783,
% MY DEAREST SIR,

« WHEN I had read over your sheets of minutes of the
principal incidents of your life, recovered tor you by your
Quaker acquaintance; I told you I would send you a letter
expressing my recasons, why I thought it would be useful to
complete and publish it as he desired. Various concerns have
for some time past prevented this letter being written, and I
do not know whether it was worth any expectation; hap-
pening to be at leisure however at present, Ishall by writing
at least interest and instruct myself; but as the terms I am
inclined to use may tend to offend a person of your manners,
1 shall ouly tell you how I would address any other person,
who was as good and as great as yourself, but less diffident,
1 would say to him, sir, I solicit the history of your life from
the following motives.

« Your history is so remarkable, that if you do not give it,
somebody else will certainly give it; and perhaps so ag nearly
to do as much harm, as your own management of the thing

might do good.
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« It will moreover present a table of the internal circam.
stances of your country, which will very much tend to invite
to it settlers of virtuous and manly miuds. And considering
the eagerncss with which such information is sought by them,
and the extent of your reputation, I do not know of a more
efficacious advertisement than your biography would give.

« All that has happened to you is also connected with the
detail of the manners and situation of a rising people; and
in this respect I do not think that the writings of Ceesar and
Tacitus can be more intcresting to a truc judge of human
nature and society.

« But these, sir, are small reasons in my opinion, compared
with the chance which your life will give for the forming of
future great men; and in conjunction with your At of Virtue
(which you design to publish) of improving the features of
private character, and conscquently of aiding all happiness
both public and domestic.

The two works I allude to, sir, will in particular givea
noble rule and example of self-education. School and other
education constantly proceed upon false principles, and shew
a clumsy apparatus pointed at a false mark ; but your appa-
ratus is simple, and the mark a true one; and while parents
and young persons are left destitute of other just means of
estimating and becoming prepared for a reasonable course in
life, your discovery that the thing is in many a man’s private
power, will be invaluable! ) _

< Influence upon the private character, late in life, is not
only an influence late in life, but a weak’influence. It is in
gyouth that we plant our chief bhabits and prejudices; it isin

Yyouth that we take our party as to profession, pursuits, and
matrimony. In youth therefore the turn is given; in youth
the education even of the next generation is given; in youth
the private and public character is determined ; and the term
of life extending but from youth to age, life ought to begin
well from youth ; and more especially before we take our party
as to our principal objects.
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¢ But your biography will not merely teach self-education
but the education of a wise man; und the wisest man will re-
ceive lights and improve his progress, by seeing detailed the
conduct of another wise man. And why are weaker men to
be deprived of such helps, when we see our race has been
blundering on in the dark, almost without a guide in this par-
ticular, from the farthest trace of time. Shew then, sir, how
much is to be dane, botk to sons and. fathers; and invite all
wise men to become like yourselt and other men to become
wise.

s« When we see how cruel statesmen and warriors can be
to the human race, and how absurd distinguished men can
be to their acquaintance, it will be instructive to observe the
instances multiply of pacific acquiescing manners; and to find
how compatible it is to be great and domestic; envmble and’
yet good humored.

¢« The little private incidents which you will also have to
relate, will have considcrable use, as we want above all things,
rules of prudence in ordinary affairs; and it will be curious
to see how you have acted in these, It will be so far a sort of
key to life, and explain many things that all men ought to
have once explained to them, to give them a chance of be-
coming wise by foresight.

¢« 'The nearest thing to having experience of one’s own, is
to have other people’s affairs brought before us in a shape
that is interesting; this is sure to happen.from your pen. Your
affairs and management will have an air of simplicity or im-
portance that will not fhil to strike; and I am con-inced yon
have conducted them with as inuch originality as if you had
been conducting discussions in politics or philosophy; and
what more worthy of experiments and system, (its importance
and its errors considered) than human life! .

« Some men have been virtuous blindly, others hLave
specalated fantastically, and others have been shrewd to bad
purposes; but you, sir, I am sure, will give under your hand,
nothing but what is at the same moment, wise, practical, and

good.
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< Your account of yourself (for I suppdse the paraliel I am
drawing for Dr. Franklin, will hold not only in point of che-
racter but of private history) will shew that you are ashamed
of no erigin; ‘a thing the more important, as you prove how
little necessary all origin is to happiness, virtue, or greatness.

ss As no end likewise happens without a means, so we shall
find sir, that even you yourself framed a plan by which yeu
became considerables but at the same time we may see that
though the évent is flattering, the means are as simple es
wisdom could make them; that is depending npon natare,
virtue, thought, and habit.

& Another thing demonstrated will be the propriety of every
man’s waiting for his time for appearing upon the stage of
the world. Our sensations being very much fixed to the mo-
ment, We are apt to forget that more moments are to follow
the first, and conscquently that man should arrange his con-
duct so as to suit the whole of a life. Your attribution ap-

* pears to have been applied to your life, and the passing me-
ments of it have been enlivened with content and enjoyment,
instead of being tormented with feolish impatience or regrets.
Such a conduct is easy for those who make virtue and them-
selves their standard, and who try to kecep themselves im
countenance by -examples of other truly great men, of whom
patience is so often the characteristic.

« Your Quaker correspondent, sir, (for here again 1 will
suppose the subject of my letter resembling Dr. Franklin,)
praised your frugality, diligence, ang! temperance, which he
considered as a pattern for all youth: but it is singular that
he should have forgotten your modesty, and your disinterest-
edness, without which you never could have waited for your
advancement, or found your situation in the mean time com-
fortable; which is a strong lesson to shew the poverty of
glory, and the importance of regulating our minds.

« If this correspondent had known the nature of your re-
putation .as well as I do, he¢ womld have said; your formet
writings and measures would secare gttention to your Bio-
graphy, and Art of Virtue; and your Biography and Artof

[L]
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Virtue, in return, would secure attention to them. This is an
advantage attendant upon a various character, and which
brings all that belongs to it into greater play; dand it.is the
more useful, as perhaps more persons are at a loss for the
weans of improving their minds and characters, than they
are for the time or the inclination to do it.
«But there i3 one concluding reflection, sir, that will shew
. the use of your life as a mere piece of. biography. This style
of writing seems a little gone out of vogue, and yet it is
& very useful one; and your specimen of it may be particu<
larly serviceable, as it will make a subject of comparison
with the lives of various public cut-throats and intriguers,
and with absurd monastic self-tormenters, or vain literary
- triflers. If it encourages more writings of the same kind with
Yyour own, and induces more men to spend lives fit to be writ-
ten; it will be worth all Plutarch’s Lives put together.
« Bat being tired of figuring o myself a character of
which every feature suits only one man in the world, without
- giving him the praise of it; 1 shall end my letter, my dear
- Dr. Franklin, with a personal application to your proper
self.
¢ I am earnestly desirous then, my dear sir, that you
should let the world into the traits of your genuine character,
a8 civil broils may otherwise tead to disgnise or traduce it.
Considering your great age, the caution of yeur character,
and your peculiar style of thinkirg, it is not likely that any
~ ono besides yourself can be sufficiently master of the facts
_ of your life, or the intentions of your mind.
¢ Besides all this, the immense revolution of the present
- period, will necessarily turn our attention towards the author
- of it; and when virtuous principles have been pretended in
ity it will be highly important to shew that such have really
| influenced ; and, as your own character will be the principal
one to receive a scrutiny, it is proper (even for its effects
. upon your vast and rising country, as well as upon England
and upon Europe), that it should stand respectable and eter
M
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. nal. For the fartherance of human happiness, I bave always

maintained that it is necessary to prove that man is not even
at present a vicious and detestable animal ; and still more to
prove that good nanagement may greatly amend him; and
it is for much the same reason, that I am anxious to see the
opinion established, that there are fair characters existing
among the individuals of the race; for the moment that all
men, without exception, shall be conceived abandoned, good
people will céase efforts deemed to be hopeless, and perbaps
think of taking their share in the scramble of life, or at least
of making it comfortable principally for themselves.

« Take then, my dear sir, this work most speedily into
hand: shew yourself good as you are good ; temperate as you
are temperate; and above all things, prove yourself as one
who from your infancy have loved justice, liberty, and con-
cord, in a way that has made it natural and consistent for
you to have acted, as we have seen you act'in the last seven-
teen years of your life. Let Englishmen be made not only to
respect, but even to love you. When they think well of indi-
viduals.in your native country, they will go nearer to think-
ing well of your country; and when your countrymen seo
themselves well thought of by Englishmen, they will go near-
er to thinking well of England. Extend your views even
further; do not stop at those who speak the English tongue,
but after having settled so many points in nature and politics

- think of bettering the whole race of men.

"« As I have not read any part of the life in question, but
know only the character that lived it, I write somewhat at
hazard. I am sure however, that the life, and the treatise I
allude to (on the Jfrt of Virfue), will necessarily fulfil the
chief of my expectations ; and still more so if you take up the
measure of suiting these performances to the several views
above stated. Should they even prove unsuccessful inall that
a sanguine admirer of yours hopes frem them, you will at

— e

least have framed pieces to interest the human mind; and

whoever gives a feeling of pleasure that is innocent to man,
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has added so much to the fair side of a life otherwise toe
much darkened by anxiety, and too much injured by pain.

« In the hope therefore that you will listen tb the prayer
addressed to you in this letter, I beg to subscribe myself, my
dearest sir, &c. &c. : .

« Signed : BENJ. VAUGHAN.”

CONTINUATION,

. Begun at Pawy near Paris, 1784.

IT is some time since I received the above letters, but 1
have been too busy till now to think of complying with the re-
quest they contain. It might too be much better done if I were,
at home among iny papers, which would aid my memory,
and help to ascertain dates; but my return being uncertain,
and having just now a little leisure, I will endeavor to recol-
Ject and write what I can: if Ilive to get home, it may there
be corrected and improved.

Not baving any copy here of what is already written,
I know not whether an account is given of the means I
used to establish the Philadelphia public library ; which from
2 small beginning is now become so considerable. Though
I remember to have come down near the time of that trans-
action, (1730.) I will therefore begin here with an account of
it, which may be struck out if found to have been already
given. ‘

At the time I established myself in Pennsylvania, there
was not a good hookseller’s shop in any of the colonies to
the southward of Boston. In New York and Philadelphia,
the printers were indeed stationers, but they sold only paper,
&c. almanacs, ballads, and a few common school-books.
Those who loved reading were obliged to send for their

* Only a short account of this subject, having been given at the close
of the first part of the life, it was thought advisable not to suppress this
fuller one.
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books from England: ‘the members of . the junto had each a

few. We had left the alehouse, where we first met, and hired
a room to hdld our club in. I proposed that we should all of
us bring our books to that room; where they would not only
be ready to consult in our conferences, but become a common
benefit, each of us being at liberty to borrow such as be
wished to read at home. This was accordingly done, and for
some time contented us: finding the advantage of this little
collection, 1 proposed to render the benefit from the books
more common, by commencing a public subscription library.
I drew a sketch of- the plan and rules that would be necessa-
ry, and got a skilful conveyancer, Mr. Charles Brogden, to
put the whole in form of articles of agreement to be subscri-
bed ; by which each subscriber engaged to pay a certain som
down for the first purchase of the books, and an annual con-
tribution for increasing them. So few were the readers at
that time in Philadelphia, and the majority of us so poor,
that I was not able with great industry to find more than fifty

. persons, (mostly young tradesmen,) willing to pay down for

-this purpose forty shillings each, and ten shillings per annum;
with this little fund we began. The books were iinported; the
library. was open one day in the week for lending them to
subscribers, on their promissory notes to pay double the
value if not duly returned. The institution soon manifested
its utility, was imitated by other towns, and in other pro-
vinces. The libraries were augmented by donations; reading
became fashionable; and our people having nd public amuse-
ments to divert their attention from study, became better ac-
quainted with books; and in a few years were observed by
strangers to be better instructed, and more. intelligent than
people of the same rank generally are in other countries.
When we were about to sign the abovementioned articles,
which were to be binding on us, our heirs, &c. for fifty years;
Mr. Brogden, the scrivener, said to us, < You are young
men, but it is scarce probable that any of you will live to see
the expiration of the term fixed in the instrument.” A nam-

‘ber of us however are yet living: but the instrament was
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sfter a few years rendered null, by a charter that incorporated
and.gave perpetuity to the company. :

The objections and reluctances I met with in soliciting the
subscriptions, made me soon feel the impropriety of present-
ing oueself as the proposer of any useful project, that might
be supposed to raise one’s reputation in the smallest degree
above that of one’s neighbors, when one has need of their
assistance to accomplish that project. 1 therefore put myself

. a8 much as I could out of sight, and stated it as a acheme of

a number of friends, who had requested me to go about and
propose it to such as they thought lovers of reading. In this
way my affair went on more smoothly, and I ever after prac-
tised it on such occasions; and (rom my frequent successes can
heartily recommend it. The present little sacrifice of your
vanity will afterwards be amply repaid. If it remains a while
uncertain to whom the merit belongs, some one more vain
than yourself will be encouraged to claim it, and then even
envy will be dispused to do you justice, by plucking those
assumed feathers, and restoring them to their right owner.
This library afforded me the means of improvement by
constant study, for which I set apart an hour or two each
day ; and thus repaired in some degree the loss of the learn-
ed education my father once intended for me, Reading was
the'‘only amusement I allowed myself. I spent no time in ta-
verns, games, or {rolics of any kind; and my industry in my
business continued as indefatigable ag it was necessary. I
was indebted for my printing house, I had a young family
coming on to be educated, and I had two competitors to con-
tend with for business, who were established in the place be-
fore me. My circumstances however grew daily easier. "My
original h:bits of frugality continuing, and wy father hav-
ing among his instructions to me when a boy, frequently re-
peated a Proverb of Solomon, ¢seest thou a man diligent in
kis calling, he shall stand before kings, he shall not stand before
mean men.” I thence considered industry as a means of ob-
taining wealth and distinction, which encouraged me; though
I did not think that I should ever literally stand before kings,
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which however has since happened; for I have stood before
five, and even-had the honor of sitting down with one, (the
Kking of Denmark,) to dinuer.
We have an English proverb that says,
) “He that would thrive
“ Must ask his wife” :
it was lucky for me that 1 bad one as much disposed to in-
dustry and frugality as myself. She assisted me cheerfully in
my business, folding and stitching pamphlets, tending shop,
purchasing old linen rags for the paper makers, &c. We kept
no idle servants, our table was plain and simple, our furnitare
of the cheapest. For instance, my breakfast was for a long -
time bread and milk, (no tea) and I ate it out of a twopenny
earthen porringer, with a pewter spoon: but mark how lux-
ury will enter families, and make a progress in spite of prin-
ciple; being called one morning to breakfast, I found it in a
china bowl, with a spoon of silver. They had been bought
. for me without my knowledge by my wife, and had cost her
the enormous sum of three and twenty shillings; for which
she had no other excuse or apology to make, but that she
thought her husband deserved a silver spoon and china bowl
as well as any of his neighbors. This was the first appear-
ance of plate and china in our house, which afterwards, in
a course of years, as our wealth increased, augmented gra-
dually to several hundred pounds in value,

I had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian; bat.
though some of the dogmas of that persuasion, such. as the
clernal decrees of God, election, reprobation, &¢. appeared to
me unintelligible, and I early absented myself from the pub-
lic assemblies of the sect, (Sunday being my studying day.)
I never was without some religious principles: I never doubt-
ed, for instance, the existence of a Deity, that he made the
world, and governed it by his provndencw that the most ac-
ceptable service of God was the doing good to man; that our
souls are nmmortal and that all-crimes will be punished, and
virtue rewarded; either here or hereafter; these I esteemed
the essentials of every religion, and being to be found in all the




BENJAMIN ¥RANKLIN. 87

religions we had in our country, I respected them all, though
with diffi rent degrees of respect, as I found them more or
less mixed with other articles, which without any tendency
to inspire, promote, or confirm morality, served principally
to divide us, and make us unfriendly to one another.
This respect to all, with an opinion that the worst had
some effects, induced me to avoid all discourse that might
tend to lessen the good opinion another might have of his
own religion; and as our province increased in people, and
new places of worship were continually wanted, and gene-
rally erected by voluntary contribution, my mite for such
purpose, whatever might be the sect, was never refuscd.
Though 1 seldom attended any public worship, 1 had still
an opinion of its propricty, and of its utility when rightly
conducted, and I .regularly paid my annual subscription for
the support of the only Presbyterian minister or meeting we
had in Philadelphia. He used to visit me sometimes as a
friend, and admonish me to attend his administrations; and
1 was now and then prevailed on to do so; once for five Sun-
days successively. Had he been in my opinion a good preach-
er, perhaps I might have continued, notwithstanding the
occasion I had for the Sunday’s leisure in my course, of
stady: but his discourses were chiefly either polemic argu-
ments, or explicationé of the peculiar doctrines of our sect,
and were all to me very dry, uninteresting, and unedifying,
since not a single moral principle was inculcated or en-
forced; their aim seeming to be rather to make us Presbyte-.
rians than good cilizens. At length he took for his text.that
verse of the fourth chapter to the PhiHlippians, ¢ Finally
brethren, whatsocoer things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely,
or of good report, if there be any virlue, or any praise, think
on these things.” And I imagined in & sermon on such a text,
we could not miss of having some morality. But he confined
* hjmnself to five points only, as meant by the apostle; viz.
eeping holy the Sabbath day. 2. Being diligent in reading
the holy scriptures. 3. Attending duly the public worship.
4. Partaking of the sacrament. 5. Paying a due respect to
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.God’s ministers. These might be all good things, but as they
were not the kind of good things that I expccted from that
text, I despaired of ever meeting with them from any other,
was disgusted, and attended his preaching no more. 1 bad
some years before composed a little liturgy, or form of pray-
er, for my own private use, (viz. in 1728,) entitled Jrticles
of Belief and Jcts of Religion. 1 veturned to the use of this,
and went no more to the public assemblies. My conduct
might be blameabie, but I leave it without attempting further
to excuse it; my present purpose being to relate fucts and not
to make apolugies for them.’

It was about this time 1 conceived the bold and arduous
project of arriving at moral perfection; I wished to live with-
out committing any fault at any time, and to conquer all that
either natural inclination, custom, or company, might lead
me into. As I knew, or thought I knew, what was right and
wrong, 1 did not see why 1 might not always do the one and
avoid the other. But I soon found I had undertaken a task of
more difficulty than 1 had imagined : while my attention was
taken up, and vare employed in guarding against one fault, I
was often surprised by anether: habit took the advantage of
inattention ; inclination was sumetimes too strong for reason.
- I concluded at length that tbe merc speculative conviction,
that it was our interest to be completely virtuous, was not
suficient to prevent our slipping; and that the contrary ha-
bits must be broken, and good ones acquired and csteblished,
before we can have any dependance on a stcady uniform rec-
titude of conduct. For this purpose I therefore tried the fol-
lowing method. )

In the various enumerations of the moral virtues I bad
met with in my reading, I found the catalogue more or less
numerous, as different writers included more or fewer ideas
under the same name. Temperance for example, was by some
confined to eating and drinking ; while by others it was
tended to mean the moderating every other pleasure, appe-
tite, inclination, or passion, bodily or mental, even to our
avarice and ambiti(mT I proposed to myself, for the sake of
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tlearness, to use rather more names, with fewer ideas annex-
ed to each, than a few names with more ideas; and I included
under thirteen names of virtues, all that at that time occurred -
to me as necessary or desirable; and annexed to each a short
precept, which fully expressed the extent I gave to its
meaning. _ :

These names of virtues, with their precepts, were;

1. TEMPERANCE.—Eat not to dulness: drink not to
elevation. .

2. SILENCE.—Speak not but what may benefit others
or yourself: avoid trifling conversation.

8. ORDER.—Lect all your things have their places: let
each part of your business have its time.

4. RESOLUTION.—Resolve to perform what you ought:
perform without fail what you resolve, .

5. FRUGALITY.—Make no expense but to do good to
others or yoursell: i. e. waste nothing.

6. INDUSTRY.—Lose no time: be always employed in
something useful: cut off all unnecessary actions.

7. SINCERITY.—Use no hurtful deceit: think innocently
and justly: and, if you speak, speak accordingly.

8. JUSTICE.—Wrong none by doing injuries, or omit.
ting the henefits that are your duty.,

9. MODERATION.—Avoid extremes: forbear resenting
injuries so much as you think they deserve.

10. CLEANLINESS.—Tolerate no uncleanliness in bo«
dy, clothes, or habitation.

11. TRANQUILLITY.—Be not dwturbed at tnﬁes, nor
at accidents common or unavoidable. .

12, CHASTITY.—Rarely use venery, but for health or
offspring; never to dulness or weakness, or the injury of your
own or another’s peace or reputation,

13. HUMILITY.—Imitate Jesus and Socrates.

My intention being to acquire the habitude of all these vir-
tucs, T judged it would be well mot to distract my attention
by attempting the whole at once, but to fix it on one of them
at a time; and when I should be master of that, then to pro-

Vor L .. N
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ceed to another; and so on till I should have gone through
the thirteen: and as the previous acquisition of some, might
facilitate the acquisition of certain others, I arranged them
with that view as they stand above. Temperance first, as it
tends to procure that coolness and clearness of head, which
is so necessary where constant vigilance was to be kept up,
and a guard maintained against the unremitting attraction of
ancient habits and the force of perpetual temptations. This
being acquired and established, Silence would be more easy;
and my desire being to gain knowledge at the same time that
I improved in virtue; and considering that in convérsation it
was obtained rather by the use of the ear than of the tongue,
and therefore wishing to break a habit I was getting into of
pratiling, punning, and jesting, (which only made me accepts-
ble to trifling company) I gave Silence the second place. This
and the next, Order, I cxpected would allow me more time for
attending to my project and my studies. Resolulion once be-
come habitual, would keep me firm in my endeavors to obtain
all the subsequent virtues. Frugality and Industry relieving me
from my remaining debt, and producing affluence and indepen-
dence, would make more easy the practice of Siuncerity and
Justice, &c. &c. Conceiving then, that agreeably to the advice
of Pythagoras in his Golden Verses, daily examination would
be ngcessary; I contrived the following method for conduct-
ing that examination.

I made a little book, in which I allotted a page for each of
* the virtues. I ruled each page with red ink, so as to have
seven columns, one for each day of the week, marking each
column with a letter for the day. I crossed these columns
with thirteen red lines, marking the beginning of each line
with the first-letter of one of the virtues; on which line, and
in its proper column, I might mark by a little black spob
every fault I found upon examination to have been committed
respecting that virtue, upon that day.»

» This little book is dated Sunday, 1st July, 1733, and is in the posses-
sion of Mr. W, T. Franklin: a copy was also in the possession of the m.
B. F. Bache. .
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Form of the pages.
‘. TEMPERANCE.

Eat not to dulness: drink not to elevation.

* . d
- Sun.| M. | T. | W. | Th. | F. 8.
; Tem.

8il. . .. . .

Jus.

3 Mod.

FIE|E]!

’
° y
S

£ ' ) 3

T determined to give a week’s strict attention to each of the
virtues successively. Thus in the first week, my great guard
was to avoid every the least offence against Temperance;
leaving the other virtues to their ordinary chance, only mark-
ing every evening the faults of the day. Thus, if in the first
week I could keep my first line marked T. clear of spots, I
supposed the habit of that virtue so much strengthened, and
its opposite weakened, that I might venture extending my at-
tention to include the next; and for the following week keep
. both lines clear of spots. Proceeding thus to the last, I could
get through a course complete in thirteen weeks, and four
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courses ina year. And like him who having a garden to
weed, does not attempt to eradicate all the bad herbs at once,
(which would exceed his reach and his strength,) but works
on one of the beds at a time, and having accomplished the
first, proceeds to a second; so I should have (I hoped) the
encouraging pleasure, of seeing on my pages the progress
made in virtue, by clearing successively my lines of their
spots; till in the end, by a number of courses, I should be
happy in viewing a clean book, after a thirteen wecks’ daily
examination.

This my little book had for its motte, these hnes from Ad-
djson’s Cato:

¢ Here will I hold: if there s a power abm us,
(And that there is, all nature cries aloud

Through all her works:) he must delight in virtue;
JAnd that which he delights in must be happy.”

Another from Cicero,

¢ 0 vitw philosophia dux! O virtutum indagairiz expul-
trixxque vitiorum! Unus Dies bene, et ex praceptis iuis actus,
peccanti immortalitati est anteponendus.”

Another from the Proverbs of Solomon, speaking of wis-
dom or virtue: ‘

. ¢ Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand
riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace.”

And conceiving God to be the fountain of wisdom, I thought
it right and necessary to solicit his assistance for obtaining
it ; to this end I formed the following little prayer, which was
prefixed to my tables of examination, for daily use.

“ 0 powerful goodness! bountiful father!. merciful guide!
Inerease-in me that wisdom which discovers my truest interest:
Strengthen my resolution te perform what that wisdom dictates:
JAccept my kind offices to thy other children, as the only return
in my power for thy continual favors to me.”

I used also sometimes a little prayer, which I took from
Thomson’s Poems, viz.
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«Father of light and life, thou God supreme!
O teach me what is good ; teach me thyself!
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice,
From every low pursuit ; and fill my soul
With kenowlege, conscious peace, and virtue pure;
Sacred, substantial, never-fading bliss!”

The precept of Order, requiring that every part q/‘ my bu-
siness should haoe its allotted time, one page in my little book
contained the following scheme of employment for the twen-
ty-four hours of a natural day.

SCHEME.

Rrse, wash, and address Powerful Goodness’
ues. What contrive day’s business, and take the resolution
god all 1 dothw of the day; prosecute the present study, and
y? breakfast.

10 } Work
11
12) " ' .
Noon. 1 Read, or look over my accounts and dine.
2
3
Afternoon. s Work.,
' 5
5 6
ﬂBemWhat 4 Put things in their places Supper, Music or
good have I dene g diversion, or conversation. Examination of the
to day? day.
9
10} *
11
12
Nigh. 1 pSleep.
2 )
3
4

I entered upon the execution of this plan for self-examina.

tion, and continued it with occasional intermissions for some.

time. X was surprised to find myself so mach fuller of faults
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than I had imagined; but I had the satisfaction of seeing .

them diminish. To avoid the trouble of renewing now and
then my little book, which by scraping out the marks on the
paper. of old faults to make room for new ones in a new
course, became full of holes, I transformed my tables and

precepts to the ivory leaves of a memorandum bookst on '

which the lines were drawn with red ink, that made a dura-
ble stain; and on those lines I marked my faults with a black
lead pencil; which marks I could easily wipe out with a wet
sponge. After a while I went through one course only ina
a year; and afterwards only one in several years; till at length
I omitted thein entirely, being employed in voyages and bu-
siness abroad, with a multiplicity of affairs, that interfered;
but I always carried my little book with me. My scheme of
Order gave me the most trouble; and I found that though it
might be practicable where aman’s business was suchasto leave
him the disposition of his time, that of a journeyman printer
for instance, it was not possible to be exactly observed bya
master, who must mix with the world, and often receive peo-
* ple of business at their own hours, Order too, with regard
to places for things, papers, &c. I found extremely difficult
to acquire. I had not been early accustomed to method, and
baving an exceeding good memory, I was not so sensible of

the inconvenience attending want of method. This article -

therefore cost me much painful attention, and my faults in it
vexed me so much, and I made so little progress in amend-
ment, and had such frequent relapses, that I was almost
ready to give upthe attempt, and content myself with a faulty
character in that respect. Like the man who in buying anax¢
of a smith my neighbor, desired to have the whole of its
surface as bright as the edge : the smith consented to grind i
" bright for him if he would turn the wheel: he turned while
the smith pressed the broad face of tie axe hard and heavily
on the stone, which made the turning of it very fatiguing:

9 This also is in the possession of the editor, W. T. Franklin.

{
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The man came every now and then from the wheel to see
how the work went on; and at length would take his axe as
it was, without further grinding. No, said the smith, turn on,
tarn on, we shall have it bright by and by; as yet ’tis only
speckled. Yes, said the man, but ¢« I think I like a speckled
axe best.” And 1 believe this may have been the case with
many, who having for want of some such means as I em-
ployed, found the difficulty of obtaining good and breaking
bad habits in other points of vice and virtue, have given up
the stroggle, and concluded that ¢ a speckled axe was best.”
For something, that pretended to be reason, was every now
and then suggesting to me, that such extreme nicety as I ex-
acted of myself might be a kind of foppery in morals, which
if it were known, would make me ridiculous; that a perfect
character might be attended with the inconvenience of being
envied and hated; and that a benevolent man should allow a
few faults in himself, to keep his friends in countenance. In
trath I found myself incorrigible with respect to Order; and
now I am grown old, and my memory bad, I feel very sensi-
bly the want of it. But on the whole, though I never arrived
at the perfection I had been so ambitious of obtaining, but
fell far short of it, yet I was by the endeavor, a better and a
bappier man than I otherwise should have been, if 1 had not
attempted it; as those who aim at perfect writingby imitating
the engraved copies, though they never reach the wished-for
excellence of those copies, their hand is mended by the en-
deavor, and is tolerable while it continues fair and legible.

It may be well my posterity should be informed, that to
this little artifice, with the blessing of God, their ancestor
owed the constant felicity of his life down to his 79th year,
in which this is written. What reverses may attend the re-
mainder is in the hand of Providence: but if they arrive,
the reflection on past happiness enjoyed, ought to help his
bearing them with more resignation. To Temperance he as-
cribes his long continued health, and what is still left to him
of a good constitution. To Industry and Frugality, the early
easiness of his circumstances, and acquisition of his fortune,
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with all that knowlege that enabled him to be an useful citi-
zen and obtained for him some degree of reputation among
the learned. To Sincerity and Justice, the confidence of his
country, and the bonorable employs it conferred upon him:
and ,to the joint influence of the wholc nass of the virtues,
even in the imperfect state he was able to acquire them, all
that evenness of temper and that cheerfulness in conversation
which makes his company still sought for, and agreeable
even tohis young acquaintance: I hope therefore that some
of my descendants may follow the example and reap the
benefit,

It will be remarked that, though my scheme was not wholly
without religion, there was in it no mark of any of the dis-
tinguishing tenets of any particular sect; I had purposely
avoided them; for being fully persuaded of the utility and
excellency of my method, and that it might be serviceable to
people in-all religions, and intending some time or other to
publish it, I would not have any thing in it, that should pre-
judice any one, of any sect, against it. I proposed writing a
little comment on each virtue, in which I. would have shewn
the advantages of possessing it, and the mischiefs attending
its opposite vice; I should have called my book The Art of
Virtue, because it would have shewn the means and manner
of obtaining virtue, which would bave distinguished it from
the mere exhortation, to be good, that does not instruct and
indicate the means; but is like the apostle’s man of verbal
charity, who without shewing to the naked and hungry, how
or where they might get clothes or victuals, only exhorted
them to be fed and clothed. James ii. 15, 16,

But it so happened that my intention of writing and pub-
lishing this comment was never fulfilled. I had indeed from
time to time put down short hints of the sentiments, reason-
ings, &c. to be made use of in it; some of which I have still by
me: but the necessary close attention to private business, in
the earlier part of life ; and public business since, have occa-
sioned my postponing it. For.it being connected in my mind
with a great and extensive project, that required the whole

\
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wan to execute, and which an unforeseen succession of em-
ploys prevented my attending to, it has bitherto remained un-
finished.

* In this piece it was my design to explain and enforce this
doctrine, that vicious actions are not hurtful, because they are
Jorbidden, but forbidden because they are hurtful; the na-
ture of man alone considered: that it was thercfore every
one’s interest to be virtuous, who wished to be happy even in
this world: and I should from this circumstance, (there be-
ing always in the world a number of rich merchants, nobility,
states and princes who have need of honest instruments for
the management of their affairs, and such being so rare)
have endeavored to convince young persons, that no quali-
ties are so likely to make a poor man’s fortune, as those of
probity and integrity.

My list of virtues contained at first but twelve: but a qua-
ker friend baving kindly informed me that I was generally
thoaght proud; that my pride shewed itself frequently in
conversation; that I was not content with being in the right
when discussjng any point, but was overbearing, and rather
insolent; (of which he convinced me by mentioning several
instances) 1 determined to endeavor to cure myself if I
could of this vice or folly among the rest; and I added Hu-
mility to my list, giving an extensive meaning to the word.
I cannot boast of mueh success in acquiring the reality of this
virtue, but I bad a good deal with regard to the appearance
of it. I made it a rule ta forbear all direct contradiction to
the scntiments of others, and all positive assertion of mine own,
I even forbid myself, agreeably to the old laws of our Junto,
the use of every word or expression in the language that im-
ported a fixed opinion; such as certainly, undoubtedly, §c. and I
adopted instead of them, I conceive, I apprehend, or 1 imagine,
a thing to be so, or so; or it sq appears to me at present. When
another asserted some thing that I thought an error, I denied
myself the pleasure of contradicting him abruptly, and of
shewing immediately some absurdity in his proposition; and
in answering I began by observing, that in certain cases or

Yor. L (1)

"
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circumstances, his opinion would be right, but in the preseat
ease there appeared, or seemed io me, some difference, &c. I
soon found the advantage of this change in my manners; the
conversations I engaged in went on more pleasantly. The
modest way in which I proposed my opinions, procured them
a readier reception aud less contradiction; I had less morti-
fication when I was found to be in the wrong, and I more
easily prevailed with others to give up their mistakes and
join with me when 1 bhappened to be in the right. And this
mode, which I at first put on with some violence to natural
inclination, became at length easy, and so habitual to me, that
perhaps for the fifty years past no one has ever heard a dog-
matical expression escape me. And to this habit (after my
character of integrity) I think it principally owing, thatl
had early so much weight with my fellow-citizens, whe I
proposed new institutions, or alterations in the old; and %
much influence in public councils, when I became a member:
for I was but a bad speaker, never eloquent, subject to much
hesitation in my choice of words, bardly correct in language,
and yet I generally carried my point.

In reality there is perhaps no one of our natural passions so
bard to subdue as Pride; disguise it, struggle with it, stifle ity
mortify it as much as one pleases, it is still alive, and will every
now and then peep out and show itself; you will see it per-
haps often in this history. For even if ¥ could conceive that
I bad completely overcome it, I should probably be preud of
my humility.

(Here concludes what was written at Passy, near Paris.]

MEMORANDUM.

Iam now about to write at home (Philadelphia), Sugust
1788, but cannot have the help expected from my papers, mary
of them being lost in the war. T have however found the fo-
lowing ;

Having mentioned a great and extensive project which I
had conceived, it seems proper, that some account should be
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bere given of that project and its object. Its first rise in my
miad appears in the abovementioned little paper, accidentally
preserved, viz.

ORSERVATIONS On my reading history, in library, May 9,
1781:

« That the great aﬂ’airs of the world, the wars, revolutions,
&c. are carried on and effected by parties.

« That the view of these parties is their present general
interest; or what they take to be such.’

& That the different views of these different parties occa-
sion all confusion.

«That while a party is carrying on a general design, each
man has his particular private interest in view. ..
«That as soon as a party has gained its general point,
each member becomes intent upon his particular interest,
which thwarting others, breaks that party into divisions and

occasious more confusion. '

«That few in public affairs act from a mere view of the
good of their country, whatevér they may pretend; and though
their actings bring real good to their country, yet men pri-
marily considered that their own and their country’s interest
were united, and so did not act from a principlé of benevo-
lence. '

« That fewer still, in public affairs, act with a view to the
good of mankind. ‘

¢ There seems to me at present to be great occasion for
raising an United Party for Virtue, by forming the virtuous
and good men of all 'nations into a regular bpdy, to be gov-
erned by suitable good and wise rules, which good and wise
men may probably be more unanimous in their obedience to,
than cbmmon people are to common laws.

« 1 at present think, that whoever attempts this aright, and
_ is well qualified, cannot fail of pleasing God, and of meeting
with success. B.F.”»

Revolving this project in my mind, as to be undertaken
hereafter, when my circumstances should afford me the ne-
cessary leisure, I put down from time to time on pieces of
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paper such thoughts as occurred to me respecting it. Most of
these are lost, but I find one purporting to be the substance’
of an intended creed, containing as I thought thie essentials
of every known religion, and being free of every thing that
might shock the professors of any religion. It is expressed
in these words; viz.

¢ That there is one God, who made all things.

¢« 'That he governs the world by his providence.

¢ That he ought to be worshipped by aduration, prayer,

and thanksgiving. . , .
¢« But that the most acceptable service to God, is doing
good to man.

 That the soul is immortal.

¢¢ And that God will certainly reward virtue and punish
vice, either here or hereafter.”

My ideas at that time were, that the sect should be hegun
and spread at first, among young and single men only ; that
each person to be initiated should not only declare his assent
to such creed, but should have exercised himself with the
thirteen weeks’ examination and practice of the virtues, as in
the beforementioned model; that the existence of such a go-
ciety should be kept a secret, till it was become considerable,
to prevent solicitations for the admission of improper per-
sons; but that the members should, each of them, search
among his acquaintance for ingenious, well-disposed youths,
‘to whom, with prudent caution, the scheme should be gra-
dually communicated. That the members should engage to
afford their advice, assistance, and support to each other in
promoting one another’s interest, business, and advancement
in life: that for distinction, we should be called TrE SogieTY
or THE FREE AND Easy. Frec, as being by the geners{ prac-
tice and habits of the virtues, free from the dominion of vice;
and particularly by the practice of industry and frugality,
free from debt, which exposes a man to constraint, and a
species of slavery to his creditors,

This is as much as I can now recollect of the project, ex-
cept that I communicated it in part to two young men, who-
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adopted it with enthusiasm: but my then narrow circumstan-
ces, and the necessity I was under of sticking close to my
business, occasioned my postponing the further prosecution
of it at that time, and my multifarious occupations, publie
and private, induced me to continue pestponing, so that it
has been omiitted, till I have no longer strength or activity
left sufficient for such an enterprise. Though I am still of
opinion it was a practicable scheme, and might have been
very useful, by forming a great number of good citizens:
and I was not discouraged by the seeming magnitude of the
undertaking, as I have always thought that one man of tole-
rable abilities, may work great changes, and accomplish
great affairs among mankind, if he first forms a good plan;
and cutting off all amusements or other employments that
would divert his attention, makes the executlon of that same
plan, his sole study and business,

In 17382, I first published my Almanack under the namo of
Richard Baunders; it was continued by moe about twenty-five
years, and commonly called Poor Richard’s Alimanack. I en-
deavored to make it both entertaining and useful, and it ac-
cordingly came to be in such demand that I reaped consider-
able profit from it; vending annually near ten thousand. And
observing that it was generally read, (scarce any neighbor-
hood in the province being without it,) I considered it as a
proper vehicle for conveying instruction among the common
people, who bought scarcely any other books. I therefore
flled all the little spaces that occurred between the remarka-
ble days in the Calendar, with proverbial sentences, chiefly
such as inculcated industry and frugality, as the means of
procuring wealth, and thereby securing virtue; it being more
difficult for a man in want to act always honestly, as (to use-
here one of those proverbs) ¢ it is hard for an empty sack to
stand upright.” These proverbs which contained the wisdom
of many ages and nations, I assembled and formed into a
connected Hiscourse prefixed to the Almanack of 1757, as the
harangme of a wise old man to the people attending an auc-
tion: the bringing all these scattered counsels thus into a fo-
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cus, enabled them to make greater impression. The piece be-
ing universally approved, was copied in all the newspapers
of the American Continent, reprinted in Britain on a large
sheet of paper to be stuck up in houses; two translations
were made of it in France, and great numbers bought by the
clergy and gentry to distribute gratis among their poor pa-
rishioners and tenants. In Pennsylvania, as it discouraged
useless expense in foreign superfluities, some thought it had
its share of influence in producing that growing plenty of
money which was observable for several years after its pub-
lication. . -

I considered my newspaper also as another means of com-
municating instruction, and in that view frequently reprinted
in it extratts from the Spectator, and other moral writers;
and sometimes published little pieces of mine own which had
been first composed for reading in our Junto. OF these are a
Socratic dialogue, tending to prove, that whatever might be
his parts and abilities, a vicious man could not properly be
called a man of sense; and a discourse on self-denial, show-
ing that virtue was not secure till its practice became a habi-
tude, and was free from the opposition of contrary inclina-
tions: these may be found in the papers about the beginning
of 1785. In the conduct of my newspaper, I carefully ex-
cluded all libelling and personal abuse, which is of late years
become so diagraceful to our country. Whenever I was soli-
cited to insert any thing of that kind, and the writers pleaded
(as they generally did) the liberty of tho press; and that a
newspaper was like a stage-coach, in which any one who
would pay had a right to a place; my answer was, that
would print the picce separately if desired, and the author

might bave as many copies as he pleased to distribute him-

sclf; but that T would not take upon me to spread his detrac-
tion; and that having contracted with my subscribers to fur-
nish them with what might be cither useful or entertaining,
I could not fill their papers with private altercatioh in which

]
—

* 8ee Vol. IV. p. 236, of this edition.
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they had no concern, without doing them manifest injastice.
Now, many of our printers make no scruple of gratifying the
malice of individuals, by false accusations of the fairest cha-
racters among ourselves, augmenting animosity even to the
producing of duels; and are moreover so indiscreet as to print
scurrilous reflections on the government of neighboring states,
and even un the conduct of our best national allies, which may .
be attended with the most pernicious consequences. These
things I meation as a caution to young printers, and that they
be encouraged not to pollute the presses, and disgrace their
profession by such infamous practices, but refuse steadily, as
they may sce by my example, that such a course of conduct
will not on the whole be injurious to their intercsts.

In 1733, I sent one of my journcymen to Charleston,
South Carolina, where a printer was wanting. I furnished
him with a press and letters, on an agrecment of partnership,
by which I was to receive one-third of the profits of the bu- ~
siness, paying one-third of the expense. He was a man of
learning, but ignorant in matters of account; and though he
sometimes made we remittances, I could get no account from
him, nor any satisfactory state of our partnership while he liv-
ed. On his decease the business was continued by his widow,
who being born and bred in Holland, where, (as I have becn
informed,) the knowlege of accounts makes a part of female
education ; sbe not only sent me as clear a statement as she
could ﬁ.nd of the transactions past, but continued to account
with the greatest regularity and exactness every quarter af-
torwards; and managed the business with such success, that
she not only reputably brought up a family of children, but
at the expiration of the term, was able to purchase of me the
printing-house, and establish her son in it. I mention this af-
fair chiefly for the sake of recommending that branch of edu-
cation for our young women, as likely to be of more use to
them and their children in case of widowhood, than either
music or dancing; by preserving them from loases by impo-
sition of crafty men, and enabling them to continue perhaps,
a profitable mercantile house, with established correspon-
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dence, till a son is grown up fit to undertake and go on with
it; to the lasting advantage and enriching of the family.

About the year 1734, there arrived among us a young
Presbyterian preacher, named Hemphill, who delivered with
a good voice, and apparently extempore, most excellent dis-
courses; which drew together considerable numbers of dif-
ferent persuasions, who joined in admiring them. Among the
rest, I became one of his constant hearers, his sermons pleas-
ing me, as they had little of the dogmatical kind, butinculca-
ted strongly the practice of virtue, or what in the religious
style are called good works. Those however of our congre-
gation who considered themselves as orthodox Presbyterians,
disapproved his doctrine, and were joined by most of the old
ministers, who arraigned him of heterodoxy before the synod,
in order to have him silenced. I became his zealous partisan,
and contributed all I could to raise a party in his favor, and

. combated for him awhile with some hopes of success. There
was much scribbling pro and con upon the occasion; and find-
ing that though an elegant preacher, hie was but a poor wri-
ter, I wrote for him two or three pamphlets, and a piece in
the Gazette of April, 1735. Those pamphlets, as is generally
the case with controversial writings, though eagerly read at
the time, were soon put out of vogue, and I question whether
a'single copy of them now exists,

During the contest an unlucky occurrence hurt his cause
exceedingly. One of oar adversaries having heard him preach
a sermon that was much admired, thought he had somewhere
read the sermon before, or at least a part of it. On searching
he found that part quoted at length in one of the British Re-
views, from a Discourse of Dr. Foster’s. This detection gave
many of our party disgust, who accordingly abandoned his
cause, and occasioned our more speedy discomfiture in the
‘synod. I stuck by him however; I rather approved of his
giving us good sermons composed by others, than bad ones of
his own manufacture; though the latter was the practice of
our common teachers. He afterwards acknowleged to me that
none of those he preached were his oyn; adding, that his
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memory was such as enabled him to retain and repeat any
sermon after once reading only. On our defeat he left us in
search elsewhere of better fortune, and I quitted the congre-
gation, never attending it after; though I continued many
years my subscription for the support of its ministers.

I had begun in 1733 to study languages; I soon made my-
self so much a master of the French, as to be able to read the
books in that language with ease: I then undertook the Ita-
lian: an acquaintance who was also learning it, used often to
tempt me to play chess with him: finding this took up too
much of the time I had to spare for study, I at length refused
to play any morc, unless on this condition, that the victor in
every game should bave a right to impose a task, either of
parts of the grammar to be got by heart, or in translations,
&ec. which tasks the vanquished was to perform upon honor
before our next meeting: as we played pretty equally, we
thus beat one another into that language. I afterwards,
with a little pains-taking, acquired as much of the Spanish as
to read their books also. I have already mentioned that I had
only one year’s instruction in a Latin school, and that when
very young, after which I neglected that language entirely.
But when I had attained an acquaintance with the French,
Italian, and Spanish, I was surpriscd to find on looking over
a Latin Testament, that I understood more of that language
than I had imagined; which encouraged me to apply myself
again to the study of it, and I met with the more success, as
those preceding languages had greatly smoothed my way.
From these circumstances, I have thought there was some in-
consistency in our common mode of teaching languages. We
are {old that it is proper to begin first with the Latin, and
baving aoc'iuimd that, it will be more easy to attain those mo-
dern languages which are derived from it: and yet we do not
begin with the Greek, in order more easily to acquire the La-
tin. It is true that if we can clamber and get to the top of a
staircase without using the steps, we shall more easily gain
them In descending; but certainly if we begin with the low-

Vor. L. : P
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est, we shall witl; more edse ascend to the top; and I would
therefore offer it to the consideration of those who superintend
the education of our youth, wlcther,—since many of those
who begin with the Latin, quit the same after spending some
years without having made any great proficiency, and what
they have learned becomes almost useless, so that their time
has been lost—it would not bave been better to have be-
gun with the French, proceeding to the Italian, and Latin,
For though after spending the same time they should quit the
study of languages and never arrive at the Latin, they would
however have acquircd another tongue or two that being in
modern use might be serviceable to them in common life.

After ton years’ absence [rom Boston, and having become
easy in my circumstances, I made a journey thither to visit
my relations, which I could not sooner afford. In returning
I called at Newport to see my brother James, then settled
there with his printing house; our former differences were
forgotten, and our meeting was very cordial and affectionate:
he was fast declining in health, and requested of me, that in
case of his death, which he apprehended not far distant, I
would take home his son, then but ten years of age, and bring
bim up to the printing business. This I accordingly perform-
ed, sending him a few years to school before X took him into
the office. His mother carried on the business till he was
grown up, when I assisted him with an ussortment of new.
types, those of his father being in & manner worn out. Thus
it was that I made my brother ample amends for the service
I had deprived him of by leaving him so early.

In 1756, I lost one of my sons, a fine boy of four years
old, by the small pox, tuken in the common way. I long re-
gretted him bitterly, and still regret that I had not given
to him by inoculation. This I mention for the sake of parents
who omit that operation, on the supposition that they should
. mever forgive themselves if a chill died under it; my exam-
ple shewing that the regret may be the same either way, and
thercfore that the safer should be chosen.
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Our club, the Junlo, was found so useful, and afforded such
satisfaction to the members, that some were desirous of intro-
ducing their friends, which could not well be done without
exceeding what we bad settled as a convenient number; viz.
twelve. We had from the beginning made it a rule to keep
our institution a secret, which was pretty well observed; the
intention was to avoid applications of improper persons for .
admittance, some of whom perhaps, we wmight find it difficult
to refuse. I was one of those who were agrinst any addition
to our number, but instead of it made in writing a proposal,
that every member sepurately should endeavor to form a sub-
ordinate club, with the same rulcs, respecting queries, &c.
and without informing them of the connection with the Junto.
The advantages proposed were the improvement of go many
more young citizens by the use of our institutions; our bet-
ter acquaintance with the general sentiments of the inhabi-
tants on any occrsion, as the junto member might propose

- what quéries we should desire, and was to report to the Junto,

what passed in his sepdrate club: the promotion of our par-
ticular interests in business by more extensive recommenda-
tion, and the increase of our influence in public affairs, and
our power of doing good by spreading through the several
clubs the sentiments of the Junto. The project was approved,
and every member undertook to form his club: but they did
not all succeed. Five or six only were completed, which were
called by diffcrent names, as the Vine, the Union, the Band,
&c. they were useful to themselves, and afforded us a gqod
deal of amusement, information, and instruction; besides an-
swering in some considerable degree our views of influencing
the public on particular occasions; of which I shall give some
instances in course of time as they happened.

My first promotion was my being chosen, in 1736, clerk of
the general assembly. The choice was made that year with-
eut opposition, but the year following when I was again pro-
posed, (the choice like that of the members being annual) a
new member made a long speech against me, in order to
favor some other candidate. I was however chosen, which
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was the more agreeable to me, as besides the pay for the im-
mediate service of clerk, the place gave me a better oppor-
tunity of keeping up an intcrest among the members, which
securcd to me the business of printing the votes, laws, paper-
money, and other occasional jobs for the public, that on the
whole were very profitable. I therefore did not like the op-
position of this new member, who was a gentleman of for-
tune and education, with talents that were likely to give
him in time great influence in the house, which indeed after-
wards happened. I did not however aim at gaining his favor
by paying any servile respect to him, but after some time
took this other metiiod. Having heard that he had in bis
library a certain very scarce and curious book, I wrote a note
to him, expressing my desire of perusing that book, and re-
questing that’ he would do me the favor of lending it to me
for a few days. He sent it immediately; and I returned it in
about a week with another note, expressing strongly my sease
of the favor. When we next met in the house, he spoke to
me, (which he had never done before) and with great civility ;
and he ever after manifested a readiness to serve me on all
occasions, so that we became great friends, and our friendship
continued to his death, This is anothcr instance of the truth of
an old maxim I had learned, which says, ¢« He that has once
done you a kindness will be more ready to do you another, than
he whom you yourself have obliged.” And it shows how much
more profitable it is prudently to remove, than to resent, re-
tugn, and continue inimical proceedings.

In 1787, colonel Spotswood, late governor of Virginia,
and then postmaster-gencral, being dissatisfied with the con-
duct of his deputy at Philadelphia, respecting some negli-
gence in rendering, and want of exactness in framing his ac-
counts, took from him the commission and offered it to me. I
accepted it readily, and found it of great advantage; for
though the salary was small, it facilitated the correspondence
that improved my newspaper, increased the number demand-
ed, as well as the advertisements to be inserted, so that it
came to afford me a considerable income. My old compe:itor’s
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veswspaper declined proportionably, and I was satisfied
without retaliating his refusal, while postmaster, to permit my
papers being carried by the riders. Thus he suffered greatly
from his neglect in due accounting; and I mention it as a les-
son to those young men who may be employed in managing
affuirs for others, that they should always render accounts,
and make remittances with great clearness and punctuality.
The character of observing such a conduct, is the most pow-
erful of recommendations to new employments and increase
of business.

.Ibegan now to turn my thougbts to public affairs, beginning
however with small matters. The city watch was one of the
first things that I conceived to want regulation. It was man-
aged by the constables of the respective wards in turn; the
constable summoned a number of housekeepers to attend him
for the night. Those who chose never to attend paid him six-
shillings a year to be excused, which was supposed to go to
hiring substitutes, but was in reality much more than was
necessary for that purpose, and made the constableship a
place of profit; and the constable for a litile drink often got
such ragamuffins about him as a watch, that respectable
housekeepers did not chuse to mix with, Walking the rounds
too was often neglccted, and most of the nights spent in tip-
pling: I thereupon wrote a paper to be read in junto, repre-
senting these irregularities, but insisting more particularly
on the inequality of this six-shilling tax of the constables,
respecting the circumstances of those who paid it, since a
poor widow housekeeper, all whose property to be guarded
by the watch did not perhaps exceed the value of fifty pounds,
paid as much as the wealthiest merchant who had thousands
of pounds worth of goods in his stores. On the whole, I pro-
posed as a more effectual watch, the hiring of proper men to
serve constantly in the business; and as a more equitable way
of supporting the charge, the levying a tax that should be
proportioned to the property. This idea being approved by
the Junto, was communicated to the other clubs; but as ori-
ginating in each of them ; and though the plan was not imme-
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diately carried into execution, yet by preparing the minds of
people for the change, it paved the way for the law obtained
a few years after, when the members of our clubs were grown

iato more influence.

About this time I wrote a paper (first to be read in the
Junto, but it was afterwards published) on the differcnt ac-
cidents and carelessnesses by which houses were set on fire,
with cautions against them, and means proposed of avoiding
them. This was spoken of as an useful piece, and gave rise
to a project, which soon followed it, of forming a company
for the more ready extinguishing of fires, and mutual assis-
tance in removing and securing of goods when in danger.
Associates in this scheme were presently found, amounting to
thirty. Our articles of agreement obliged every member to
keep always in good order, and fit for use, a certain number
of leathern buckets, with strong bags and haskets, (for pack-
ing and transporting of goods) which were to be brought to
every fire; and we agreed about once a month to spend a social
evening together, in discoursing and communicating such
ideas as occurred to us upon the subject of fires, as might
be useful in our conduct on such occasions, The utility of this
institution soon appeared, and many more desiring to be ad-
mitted than we thought convenient for one company, they
were advised to form another, which was accordingly done;
and thus went on one new company after another, till they
became 8o nurerous as to include most of the inhabitants who
. were men of property; and now at the time of my writing
this, (though upwards of fifty years since its establishment,)
that which I first formed, called the Uxiox Fire CoMmpany,
still subsists;, though the first mebers arc all deceased but
one, who is older by a year than I am. The fines that have
been paid by members for absence at the monthly meetings,
have been applied to the purchase of fire engines, ladders,
fire-hooks, and other useful implements for each company ; so
that I questmn whether there is a city in the world better
provided with the means of putting a stop to beginning con-
flagrations; and in fact, since these institutions the city has
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never lost-by fire more than one or two Louses at a time, and
the flames have often been extinguished before the Louse in
which they began has becn half consumed.

In 1739, arrived among us from Ircland, the reverend Mr.
Whiteficld, who had made himself remarkavle there as an

itinerant preacher. He was at first permitted to preach im -

some of our churches; but the clergy taking a dislike to him,
soon refused him their pulpits, and be was obliged to preach
in the fields. The multitude of all sects and denominations
that attended his scrmons were ¢enormous, and it was a mat-
ter of spetulation to me, (who was one of the number) to ob-
serve the extraordinary influence of his oratory on bis hear-
ers, and how wuch they admired and respected bim, notwith-
standing his common abusc of them, by assuring them, they
were naturally half beasts and half devils. 1t was wonderful
to see the change soon made in the manners of our inhabi-
tants. From being thoughtless or indiffcrent about religion,
it seemed as if all the world were growing religious, so that
one could not walk through the town in an-evening without
hearing psalms sung in different families of every street.
And it being found inconvenient to assemble in the open air,
subject to its inclemencies, the building of a house to meet in,
was no sooner proposed, and persons appointed to receive
contributions,. but sufficient sums were soon received to pro-
cure the ground, and erect the building, which was one hun-
dred feet long and seventy broad; and the work was carried
with sach spirit as to be fimsshed in a much shorter time than
could have been expected. Both house and ground were vest-
ed in trustees, expressly for the use of any preacher of any reli-
gious persuasion, who might desire to say something tothe peo-
ple at Philadelphia. The design in building not being to ac-
commodate any particular sect, but the inhabitants in general ;
so that even if the Mufti of Constantinople, were to send a
missionary to preach Mahomedanism to us, he would find a
pulpit at his service.

Mr. Whitefield, on leaving us, went preaching all the way
through the colonies to Georgia. The settlement of that pro-

L
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vince had lately been begun, but instead of being made with
bardy industrious husbandmen, accustomed to labor, the only
people fit for such an enterprise, it was with familics of bro-
ken shopkeepers, and other insolvent debtors; many of indo-
lent and idle habits, taken out of the jails, who being set
down in the woods, unqualified for clearing land, and unable
to endure the hardships of a new settlement, perished in num-
bers, leaving many helpless children unprovided for. The
sight of their miserable situation iuspired the bemevolent
heart of Mr. Whitefield, with the idea of building an orphan-
house there, in which they might be supported and educated.
Returning northward, he preached up this charity, and made
large collections: for his eloquence had a wonderful power
over the hearts and purses of his hearers, of which I myself
was an instance. I did not disapprove of the design, but as
Georgia was then destitute of materials and workmen, and
it was proposed to send them from Philadelphia at a great
expense, I thought it would have been better to bave built
the house at Philadelphia, and brought the children to it.
This I advised, but he was resolute in his first project, re-
jected iny counscl, and I therefore refused to contribute. I
happened soon after to attend one of his sermons, in the
course of which, I perccived he intended to finish with a col-
lection, and I silently resolved he should get nothing from
me: I bad in my pocket a handful of copper money, three or
four silver dollars, and five pistoles in gold; as he proceeded
I began to soften, and concluded to give the copper. Another
stroke of his oratory made me ashamed of that, and deter-
mined me to give the silver; and he finished so admirably,
that I emptied my pocket wholly into the collector’s dish,
gold and all! At this sermon there was also one of our club,
who being of my sentiments respecting the building in Geor-
gia, and suspecting a collection might be intended, had by
precaution emptied his pockets before he came from home;
towards the conclusion of the discourse however, he felt a
strong inclination to give, and applied to a neighbor who
stood near him, to lend bim some money for the purpoee.
®
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The request was fortunately made to perhaps the only man
in the company who had the firmness not to be affected by
the preacher. His answer was, <t any other time, friend
Hopkinson, I would lend to thee freely; but not new, for thee
seems to me to be out of thy right senses.”

Some of Mr. Whitefield’s enemies affected to suppose, that
he would apply these collections to his own private emolu-
ment; but I who was intimately acquainted with him (being
employed in printing his sermons, journals, &c.) never had
the least suspicion of his integrity; but am to this day de-
cidedly of opinion, that he was in all his conduct a perfectly
honest man; and methinks my testimony in his favor ought.
to have the moro weight, as we had ne religious connexion. He
used indecd sometimes to pray for my conversion, but never
had the satisfaction of believing that his prayers were heard.
Ours was a mere civil friendship, singere on both sides, and
lasted to his death. The following instahce will show the terms
on which we stood. Upon one of his arrivals from England at
Doston, he wrote to me that he should come soon to Phila-
delphia, but knew not where he could lodge when there, as -
be understood his old friend and host, Mr. Benezet, was re-
moved to Germantown. My answer was, you know my house;
if you can make shift with its scanty accommodations you
will be most heartily welcome. He replied, that if I made
that kind offer for Chrisf’s sake, I should not miss of a re-
ward. And I returned, ¢ don’t let me be mistaken; it was
not for Christ’s sake, but for your sake.” One of our common
acquaintance jocosely remarked, that knowing it to be the
custom of the saints, when they received any favor, to shift
the barthen of the obligation from off their own shoulders,
and place it in heaven, I Lad contrived to fix it on earth. :

The last time I saw Mr. Whitefield, was in London, when
he consulted me about his orpban-house concern, and his pur- -
pose of appropriating it to the establishment of a college.

He bad a loud and clear voice, and articulated his words so
perfectly that be might be heard and understood at a great

Vor. L - Q
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distance; especially as his auditories observed the most per-
fect silence. He preached one evening from the top of the
Court-House steps, which are in the middle of Market street,
and on the west side of Second strcet, which crosses it at
right angles. Both streets were filled with his hearers to a
considerable distance: being among the hindmost in Market
street, I had the curiosity to learn how far be could be heard,

" by retiring backwards down the strect towards the river, and

I found his voice distinct till I came near Front street, when
some noise in that street obscured it. Imagining then a semi-
circle, of which my distance should be the radius, and that it
was filled with auditors, to each of whom I allowed two
square feet; I computed that he might well be heard by more
than thirty thousand. This reconciled me to the newspaper
accounts of his having preached to 25,000 people in the fields,
and to the history of generals haranghmg whole armies, of
which I had sometimes doubted.

By Learing him often I came to distinguish easily between
sermons newly composed, and those which he had often preach-
ed in the course of his travels. His delivery of the latter was
so improved by frequent repetition, that every accent, cvery
emphasis, every modulation of voice, was so perfectly well-
turned and well-placed, that without being interested in the
subject, one could not help being pleased with the discourse;
a pleasure of much the same kind with that received from an
excellent picce of music. This is an advantage itinerant

« preachers have over those who are stationary, as the latter

cannot well improve their delivery of a sermon by so many
rehearsals. His writing and printing from time to time gave
great advantage to his enemies ; unguarded expressions, and
even erroneous opinions delivercd in preaching, might have
been #ﬂerwards explained or qualified, by supposing others

- that might have accompanied them; or they might have been

denied ; 'but litera scripta manet : critics attacked his writings
violently, and with so much appearance of reason, as to dimi-
nish the number of his votaries and prevent their increase.
So that I am satisfied that if he had never written any thing,
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bo would have left behind him a much more numerous and
important sect; and his reputation might in that'case have
been still growing even after his death; as there being no-
thing of his writing on which to found a censure, and give
him a lower character, his proselytes would be left at li-
berty to attribute to him as great a variety of excellencies, as
their enthusiastic admiration might wish him to have pos-
sessed.

My business was now constantly augmenting, and my cir-
camstances growing daily easier, my newspaper having be-
come very profitable, as being for a time almost the only one
in this and the neighboring provinces. I experienced too the
truth of the observation, ¢« that after getling the first hundred
pounds it is more easy lo get the second:”” money itsell being
of a prolific nature. L _

The partnership at Carolina having succeeded, I was en-
couraged to engage in others, and to promote several of my
workmen who had behaved well, by establishing them with
printing bouses in different colonies, on the same terms with
that in Carolina, Most of them did well, being enabled at
the end of our term, (six years,) to parchase the types of me
and go on working for themselves; by which means several
families were raised. Partnerships often finish in quarrels,
but I was happy in this that mine were all carried.on and end-
ed amicably; owing I think a good deal to the precaution of
having very explicitly settled in our articles, every thing to
be done by or expected from cach partner; so that there was
nothing to dispute; which precaution I would therefore re-
commend to all who enter into partnerships; for whatever
estecm partners may have for, and confidence in each other
at the time of the contract, little jealousies and disgusts may
arise, with ideas of incquality in the care and burthen, busi-
ness, &c. which are attended often with breach of [riendship
and of the connection; perhaps with law-suits and ether dis-
agreeable consequences.

I had on the whole abundant reason to be satisfied with my
being established in Pennsylvania; there were however some



116 . MEMOIRS OF

things that T regretted, there being no provision for defence,
nor for a cemplete educatiop of youth; no militia, nor any
college: I therefore in 1743 drew up a proposal for establish-
ing an academy; and at that time, thinking the Rev. Ri-
chard Peters, who was out of employ, a fit person to superin-

~ " tend such an institution, I communicated the project to him:

but he having more profitable views in the service of the pre-
prietors, which succeeded, declined the undertaking: and not
knowing anether at that time suitable for such a trust, I let
the scheme lie awhile dormant. I succeeded better the next
year 1744, in proposing and establishing a Philosophical So-
eicty. The paper I wrote for that purpose, will be found
among my writings; if not lost with many others.

With respect te defence, Spain having been several years
at war against Greas Britain, and being at length joined by
France, which brought us into great danger; and the labored
and long continued endeavor of our governor, Thomas, to pre-
vail with our Quaker assembly to pass a militia law, and
make other provisions for the security of the province, hav-
ing proved abortive; I proposed to try what might be done
by a voluntary subscription of the people: to promote this, I
first wrote and published a pamphlet, intitled Praxx TroTH,
in which I stated our helpless situation in strong lights, with
the necessity of union and discipline for our defence, and pro-
mised to prepose in a few days, an association, to be gene-
rally signed for that purpose. The pamphlet had a sudden
and surprising effect. I was called upon for the instrumeat of
association ; having settled the draught of it with a few friends,
I appointed a meeting of the citizens in the large building be-
forementioned. The house was pretty full; I had prepared a
number of printed copies, and provided pens and ink dispers-
ed all over the room. I harangued them a little on the sub-
Jject, read the paper, explained it, and then distributed the
copies, which were eagerly signed, not the least objection
being made. When the company separated, and the papers
were collected, we found above twelve hundred signatures;
and other copies being dispersed in the country, the subscri-
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bers amounted at length to upwards of ten thousand. These
all furnished themsclves as soon as they could with arms,
fonmd themselves into companies, and regiments, chose their
owy officers, and met every week to be instructed in the ma-
nual exercise, and other parts of military discipline. The wo-
men, by subscriptions among themselves, provided silk co-
loars, which they presented to the companies painted with
different devices and mottos, which I supplied. The officers
of the companies composing the Philadelphia regiment, being
met, chose me for their colonel; but conceiving myself unfit,
I declined ‘that station, and recommended Mr. Lawrence, a
fine person, and a man of influence, who was accordingly
appointed. I then proposed a lottery to defray the expense of
bailding a battery below the town, and furnished with can-
non: it filled expeditiously, and the battery was soon erected,
the merions being framed of logs and filled with earth. We
bought some old cannon from Boston, but these not being
sufficient, we wrote to London for more; soliciting at the
same time our proprietaries for some assistance, though with-
out much expectation of obtaining it. Meanwhile,  colonel
Lawrence, —— Allen, Abraham Taylor, esquires; and my-
self, were sent to New York by the associators, commission-

ed to borrow some cannon of governor Clinton. He at first
" refased us peremptorily; but at a dinner with his council,
where there was great drinking of madeira wine, as the cus-
tom of that place then was, he softened by degfees, and said
he would lend us’six. After a fow more bumpers he advanced
to ten; and at léngth he very good-naturedly conceded eigh-
teen. They were fine cannon, 18 pounders, with their car-
riages, which were soon transported and mounted on our bat-
teries, where the associators kept a nightly guard while the
war lasted: and among the rest, I regularly took my turn of
duty there as a common soldier. ‘

My activity in these operations was agrceable to the go-
vernor and council; they took me into confidence, and I was
consulted by them in every measure, where their concurrence
was thought useful to the association. Calling in the aid of
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religion, I proposed to them the proclaiming a fast, to pro-
. mote reformation, and implore the blessing of heaven on our
“undertaking. They embraced the motion, but as it was the
first fast ever thought of in the province, the secretary had no
precedent from which to draw the proclamation. My educa-
tion in New England, where a fast is proclaimed every year,
was Lere of some advantage: I drew it in the accustomed
style, it was translated into German, printed in both lan-
guages and circulated through the province. This gave the
clergy of the different sects an opportunity of influencing
their congregations to join in the association, and it would
probably have been general among all but the Quakers, if
the peace bad not soon intervened. ‘

It was thought by some of my friends, that by my activity
in these affairs, I should offend that sect, and thereby lose
my interest in the assembly of the province, where they form-
ed a great majority. A young man who had likewise some
friends in the assembly and wished to succeed me as their
clerk, acquainted me that it was decided to displace me at the
next election; and he through good will advised me to resign,
as more consistent with my honor than being turned out. My
answer to him was, that I had read or heard of some public
man, who made it a rule, never to ask for an gffice, and me-
ver to refuse onc when offered to him. I approve, said I, of
this rule, and shall practise it with a small addition ;. I shall
never ask, never r¢fusé, nor ever RESIGN an office. If they
will have my office of clerk to dispose of it to another, they
shall take it from me. I will notby giving it up, lose my right
of some time or other making reprisal on my adversaries. I
heard however no more of this: I was chosen again unanimous-
ly as clerk at the next election. Possibly as they disliked my
late intimacy with the members of council who had joined
the governors in all the disputes about military preparations,
with which the house had long been harassed, they might
have been pleased if I would voluntarily have left them; but
they did not care to displace me on account merely of my zeal
for the association, and they could not well give another rea-
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son. Indeed I had some cause to believe that the defénce of
the country was not disagreeable to any of them, provided
they were not required to assist in it. And 1 found that a
much greater number of them than I could have imagined,
though against offensive war, were clearly for the defensive.
Many pamphlets pro and con were published on the subject,
and some by good Quakers, in favor of defence; which 1 be-
lieve convinced most of their young people. A transaction in
our fire company gave me some insight into their prevailing
sentiments. It had been proposed that we should ercourage
the scheme for building a battery by laying out the preseng
stock, then about sixty pounds, in tickets of the lottery. By
our rules no money could be disposed of till the next meeting
after the proposal, The company consisted of thirty mem-
bers, of which twenty-two were Quakers, and eight only of
other persuasions. We eight punctually attended the meeting;
bat though we thought that some of the Quakers would join
us, we were by no means sure of a majority. Only one Qua-
ker, Mr. James Morris, appeared to oppose the measure. He
expressed much sorrow that it had ever been proposed, as he
said friends were all against it, and it would create such dis-
cord as might break up the company. We told him that we
saw no reason for that; we were the minority, and if friends
were against the mcasure, and out-voted us, we must and
should, agrecable to the usage of all societies, submit. When
the hour for business arrived, it was moved to put this to the
vote: he allowed we might do it by the rules, but as he could
assure us that a number of members intended to be present
for the purpose of opposing it, it would be but candid to allow
a little time for their appearing. While we were disputing
this, a waiter came to tell me, two gent]emen' below desired
to speak with me; I went down, and found there two of our
Quaker members. They told me there were eight of them as-
sembled at a tavern just by; that they were determined to
come and vote with us if there should be occasion, which they
hoped would not be the case, and desired we would not call
for their assistance, if we could do without it; as their voting
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for such a measure might embroil them with their elders and
friends ; being thus sccure of a majority, 1 went up, and after
a little sceming hesitation, agreed to a delay of another bour.
This Mr. Morris allowed to be extremely fair. Not one of
his opposing friends appeared, at which he expressed great
surprise ; and at the expiration of the hour, we carried the re-
solution eight to one: and as of the 22 Quakers, 8 were ready
-to vote with us, and 13 by their absence manifested that they
were not inclined to opposc the measure, | afterwards estima-
ted the proportion of Quakers sincerely agaiust defence as 1
to 21 only. For these were all regular members of the so-
ciety, and in good reputation among them, and who had no-
tice of what was proposcd at that meeting.

The honorable and learned Mr. Logan, who had always
becn of that sect, wrote an address to them declaring bis ap-
probation of defensive war, and supported his opinion by
many strong arguments: he put into my hands sixty pounds
to be laid out in lottery tickets for the battery, with directions
to apply what prizes might be drawn wholly to that service,
He told me the following anecdote of his old master, William
Penn, respecting defence. He came over from England when
a young man, with that proprietary, and as bis secretary. It
was war time, and their ship was chased by an armed veasel,
supposed to be an enemy. Their captain prepared for defence;
but told William Penn, and his company of Quakers, that
he did not expect their assistance, and they might retire into
the cabin; which they did, except James Logan, who chose
to stay upon deck, and was quartered to a gun. The supposed
enemy proved a friend, so there was no fighting: but when
the secretary went down to communicate the intelligence,
William Penn rebuked him severely for staying upon deck,
and undertaking to assist in defending the vessel, contrary
to the principles of Friends; especially as it had not been
required by the captain. This reprimand, being before all
the company, piqued the secretary, who answered: <« I being
thg seroant, why did thee not order me o come down; but thee
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was willing enough that 1should siay and help to jight the ship,
when thee thought there was danger.”

My being many years in the assembly, a majority of
which were constautly Quakers, gave me frequent opportuni-
ties of seeing the embarrassment given.thein by their princi-
plo against war, whenever application was made to them, by
order of the crown, to grant aids for military purposes.
They were anwilling to offend governmént on the one hand, by
adirect refusal ; and their friends the (body of the Quakers) on
the other, by a compliance contrary to their principles; using
a variety of evasion to avoid complying, and modes of dis-
guising the compliance, when it became unavoidable, The
common mode at last was, to grant money- under the phrase
of its being «for the king’s use,” and never to inquire how
it was applied. But if the demand was not directly from the
crown, that phrase was found not so proper, and some other
was to be invented. Thus, when powder was wanting (I think
it was for the garrison at Louisburg) and the government of
New England solicited a grant of some from Pennsylvania,
which was much urged on the house by governor Thomas;
they would not grant money to buy powder, because that was
an ingredient of war; but they voted an aid to New England
of three thousand pounds to be put in the hands of the go-
vernor, and appropriated it for the purchase of bread, flour,
wheat or other grain. Some of the coumncil, desirous of
giving the house still further embarrassment, advised the
governor not to accept provision, as not being the thing he
bad demanded: but he replied, ¢ I shall take the money, for
X understand very well their meaning, other grain is gun-
powder;” which he accordingly bought, and they never ob-
jected to it. It was in allusion to this fact, that when in our

- fire company we fearcd the success of our proposal in favor
of the lottery, and I had said to a friend of mine, one of our
members, ¢ if we [ail, let us move the purchase of a fire en-
gine with the money; the Quakers can have no ohjection to
that: and then if you nominate me and I you as a committee

Vor. I. : R
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for that purpose, we will buy a great gun, which is cer-
tainly a fire engine.”” 1 see, says he, you have improved by
being so long in the assembly ; your equivocal project would
be just a match for their wheat or other grain. .
Those embarrassments that the Quakers suffered from hav-
ing established and published it as one of their principles, that
no kind of war was lawful, and which being once published,
they could not afterwards, (however they might change their
minds,) easily get rid of, reminds me of what I think a more
prudent conduct in another sect among us—that of the Dun.
kers. I was acquainted with one of its founders, Michael
Weffare, soon after it appearcd. He complained to me that
they were grievously calumniated by the zealots of other
persuasions, and charged with abominable principles and
practices, to which they were utter strangers. I told him
this had always been the case with new sects, and that to
put a stop to such abuse, I imagined it might be well to pub-
lish the articles of their belicf, and the rules of their disci-
pline. He said that it had been proposed among them, but not
agreed to for this reason; ¢« When we were first drawn to-
gother as a society (said he,) it had pleased God to enlighten
,our minds so far as to sce that some doctrines, which were
esteemed truths, were errors; and that others which we have
esteemed errors, were real truths, From time to time he has
been pleased to afford us farther light, and our principles have
been improving, and our errors diminishing: now we are not

. sure that we are arrived at the end of this progression, and
at the perfection of spiritual or theological knowlege; and we
fear that if we should once print our confession of faith, we
should feel ourselves as if bound and confined by it, and per-
haps be unwilling to receive further improvement; and our
successors still more so, as conceiving what their elders
and founders had done, to be something sacred, never to
be departed from.” This modesty in a sect, is perhaps a sin-

. gular instance in the history of mankind, every other sect
supposing itself in possession of all truth, and that those
who differ are so far in the wrong: like a man travelling in
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foggy weather; those at some distance before him on the
road he sces wrapt up in the fog, as well as those behind him,
and also the people in the fields on each side; but near him all
appear clear; though in truth he is as much in the fog as any
of - them. To aveid this kind of embarrassment, the Quakers
bave of late years been gradually declining the public service
in the assembly and in the magistracy, choosing rather to
quit their power than their principle.

In order of time, I should have mentioned before, that hav-

ing in 1742, invented an open stove for the better warming of
rooms, and at the same time saving fuel, as the fresh air ad-
mitted was warmed in entering, I made a present of the mo-
del to Mr. Robert Grace, one of my early frionds, who having
an iron farnance, found the casting of the plates for these
stoves a profitable thing, as they were growing in demand.
To promote that demand, I wrote and published a pamphlet,
entitled, ¢« dn Jdccount of the new-invented Pennsylvania Fire
Places; wherein their construction and manner of operation is
particularly explained, their advantages above every method of
warming rooms demonstrated ; and all objections that have been
raised against the use of them, answered and obviated, &c.”’s
This pamphlet had a good effect; governor Thomas was so
pleased with the construction of this stove as described in it,
that he offered to give me a patent for the sole vending of
them for a term of years; but I declined it, from a principle
which has ever weighed with me on such occasions; viz.
That as we enjoy great advantages from the inventions of
others, we should be glad of an opportunity to serve others by
any invention of ours ; and this we should do freely and gene-
rously.

An ironmonger in London, however, assuming a good deal
of my pamphlet, and working it up into his ewn, and making
some small changes in the machine, which rather hurt its
operation; got a patent for it there, and made, as I was told,
a little fortune by it. And this is not the only instance of pa-

— ]

*Bee Papers on Philosophical Subjects, Yol. IIL of this edition, p. 403.
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tents taken out of my inventions by others, though not al-
ways with the same success; which I never contested, as hav-
ing no desire of profiting by patents myself, and hating dis-
putes. The use of these fire places in very many houses, both
here in Pennsylvania, and -the neighboring States, has been,
and is, a great saving of wood to the inhabitants.

Peace being concluded, and the association business there-
fore at an end, I turned my thoughts again to the affair of
establishing an academy. The first step I took was to associ-
ate in the design a nuthber of active friends, of whom the
Junto furnished a good part: the next was to write and pub-
lish a pamphlet, entitled, ¢ Proposals relating to the Educa-
tion of Youth in Pennsylvania.” This I distributed among
the principal inhabitants gratis: and as soon as I could sup-

- pose their minds a little prepared by the perusal of it, I set
on foot a subscription for opening and supporting an acade-
my; it was to be paid in quotas yearly for five years; by so
dividing it 1 judged the subscription might be larger; and I
believe it was so, amounting to no less, if I-remember right,
than five thousand pounds.

In the introduction to these proposals, I stated their publi-
cation not as an act of mine, but of some public-spirited gex-
tlemen; avoiding as much as I could, according to my usual
rule, the presenting myself to the public as the author of any
scheme for their benefit.

The subscribers, to carry the project into immediate ex-
ecution, chose out of their number twenty-four trustees, and
appointed Mr. Francis, then attorney-gencral, and myself,
to draw up constitutions for the government of the academy;
which being done and signed, a house was hired, masters en-
gaged, and the schools opened; I think in the same year
1749. -

The scholars increasing fast, the house was soon found too
small, and we were looking out for a piece of ground, pro-
perly situated, with intent to build, when accident threw into
our way a large house ready built, which with a few altera-
tions miglt well scrve our purpose: this was the building be-
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forementioned, erected by the hearers of Mr. Whitefield, and
was obtained for us in the lollowing manner,

Itis to be noted, that the contributions to this building be-
ing made by people of different sects, care was taken in the
nomination of trustees, in whom the building and ground
were to be vested, that a predominancy should not be given
to anyyl, lest in time that predominancy might be a means
of a ating the whole to the use of such sect, contrary
to the original intention; it was for this reason that one of
each sect was appointed; viz. one Church of England man,
one Presbyterian, one Baptist, one Moravian, &c., who in
case of vacancy by death, were to fill it by election among
the contributors. 'The Moravian happened not to please his
colleagues, and on his death they resolved to have no other of
that sect; the difficulty then was, how to avoid having two of
some other sect, by means of the ncw choice. Several per-
sons were named, and for that reason not agreed to: at length
one mentioned me, with the observation, that I was merely
an honest man, and of no sect at all, which prevailed with
them to choose me. The enthusiasm which existed when the
house was built, had 1ong since abated, and its trustees had
not been able to procure fresh contributions for paying the
ground rent, and discharging some other debts the building

* bad occasioned, which embarrassed them greatly. Being now
a member of both boards of trustees, that for the building,
and that for the academy, I had a good opportunity of nego-

. tiating with both, and brought them finally to an agreement,

* by which the trustees for the building were to cede it to those

of the academy ; the latter undertaking to discharge the debt,
to keep for ever open in the building a large hall for occa-
sional preachers, according to the original intention, and
maintain a free school for the instruction of poor children.

Writings were accordingly drawn; and on paying the debts,

the trustees of the academy were put in possession of the pre-

Rmises; and by dividing the great and lofty hall into stories,
ad different rooms above and below for the several schools,
wd purchasing some additional ground, the whole was soon

P
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made fit for our purpose, and the scholars removed into the
building. The whole care and trouble of agreeing with the

' workmen, purchasing materials, and superintending the work,

fell upon me, and I went through it the more cheerfully, ss it
did not then interfere with my private business; having the
year hefore taken a very able, industrious, and honest part-
ner, Mr. David Hall, with whose character I fl ac-
quainted, as he had worked for me four years; k of
my hands all care of the printing office, paying me punctually
my share of the profits. This partnership continued eighteen
years, successfully for us both.

The trustees of the academy after a while, were incorpo-
rated by a charter from the governor; their funds were in-
creased by contributions in Britain, and grants of land fro
the proprictaries, to which tho assembly has since made con-
siderable addition; and thus was established the present uni-
versity of Philadelphia. I have been continued one of its
trustees from the beginiing, (now near forty years,) and
have had the very great pleasure of seeing a namber of the
youth who have received their education in it, distinguished
by their improved abilitics, serviceable in public stations, and
ornaments to their country.

When I was disengaged myself, .as abovementioned, from
private business, I flattered myself that by the sufficient
though moderate fortune I had acquired, I had found leisure
during the rest of my life for philosophical studies and amuse-
ments. I purchased all Dr. Spence’s apparatus, who had com®
from England to lecture in Philadelphia, and I proceeded it
my electrical experiments with great alacrity ; but the publi
now considering me as a man of leisure, laid hold of me for
their purposes; every part of our civil government, and
almost at the same time, imposing some duty upon me. T
governor put me into the commission of the peace; the cor-
poration of the city chose me one of the common council,

soon after alderman; and the citizens at large elected mea

burgess to represent them in assembly; this latter statios
was the more agreeable to me, as I grew at length tired wih

— .
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sitting there to hear the debates, in which as clerk I could
take no part; and which were often so uninteresting, that I
was induced to amuse myself with making magic squares or
circles,t or any thing to avoid weariness; and I conceived,
my becoming a member, would enlarge my power of doing
good. I would not however insinuate that my ambition was
not flattered by all these promotions: it certainly was; for
considering wy low beginning, they were great things to me:
and they were still more pleasing, as being so many sponta-
neous testimonies of the public good opinion, and by me en-
tirely unsolicited.

The ofiice of justice of the peace I tried a little, by attend-
ing a few courts, and sitting on the bench to hear causes; but
finding that more knowlege of the common law than I pos-
scssed was necessary to act in that station with credit, I gra-
dually withdrew from it; excusing myself by my being ob-

" liged to attend the higher duties of alegislator in the assem-

biy. My clection to this trust was repeated every year for
ten years, without my ever asking any elector for his vote, or
signilying cither directly or indirectly any desire of being
chosen, On taking my seat in the house, my son was appomt-
ed ‘heir clerk.

The year following, a treaty being to be held with the In-
dians at Carlisle, the governor sent a message to the house, -
proposing that they should nominate some of their members,
to be joined with some members of council, as commission-
ers for that purpose. The louse named the speaker, (Mr.
Norris) and myself; and being commissioned we went to
Carlisle, and met the Indians accordingly. As those people
are extremely apt to get drunk, and w ...n so are very quar-
relsome and disorderly, we strictly forbade the selling any
liquor to them : and when they complained of this restriction
we told them, that if they would continue sober during the
treaty, we would give them plenty of rum when the busincss
was over. They promised this, and they kept their promise,

* See several of these, in  Papers on Subjects of Philosophy, E2¢.”
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because they could get no rum; and the treaty was conducted
-very orderly, and concluded to mutual satisfaction. They
then claimed and reccived the rum; this was in the afternoon;
dhey were near one hundred men, women, and children, and
were lodged in temporary cabins, built in the form of a
square just without the town. In the evening hearing a great
noise among them, the commissioners walked to see what
was the matter; we tound they had mude a great bonfire in
the middle of the square: they were all drunk, men and wo-
men, quarreling and fighting. Their dark-colored bodies,
half-nuked, seen only by the gloomy light of the bonfire, run-
ning after and beating one another with firebrands, accom-

- panied by their horrid yellings, formed a scene the most re-
sembling our ideas of hell that could well be imagined ; there
was no appeasing the tnmult, and we retired to our lodging.
At midnight a number of them came thundering at our door,
demanding more rum, of which we took no notice. The next
day, sensible they had misbehaved in giving us that distar-
bance, they sent three of their old counsellors to make their
apology. The orator acknowleged the fault, but laid it upon
the rum; and then endeavored to excuse the rum, by saying,
¢ The Great Spirit who made all things, made every thing for
some use, and whatever use he designed any thing for, that use
it should always be put to: now, when he made rum, he said,
SLET THIS BE FUR THE INDIANS TO GET DRUNK WITH;
and it must be s0.” And indeed if it be the design of Provi-
dence to extirpate these savages, in order to make room for
the cultivators of the earth, it seems not impossible that rum
may be the appointed means. It has already annihilated all
the tribes who formerly inhabited the sea coast. ‘

In 1751, Dr. Thomas Bond, a particular friend of mine,
conceived the idea of establishing an hospital in Philadelplis,
(a very beneficent design, which has been ascribed to me,
but was originally and truly his) for the reception and cure
of poor sick persons, whether inhabitants of the province or
strangers. He was zealous and active in endeavoring to pro-
cure subscriptions for it; but the proposal being a novelty in
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Americs, and at first not well understood, he met but with
. litthe success. At length he came to me with the compliment, *
that he found there was no such a thing as carrying a pab.
lic-spirited project through without my being concerned im it.
«For,” said he «I am often asked by those to whom I pro-
pose subscribing, Have you consulted Franklin on this busi~’
ngss? JAnd what does he think of it? And when ¥ tell them that
I have not, (supposing it rather out of your line) they do net
sabscribe, bat say, they will consider it.” I inquired into the
natare and probable utility of the scheme, and receiving
from bim a very satisfactory explanation, } not only sub~
scribed to it myself, but engaged heartily in the design of
procuring subscriptions from others: previous however to the
solicitation, I endeavored to prepare the minds of the peo-
ple, by writing on the subject in the newspapers, which was
my usual custom in such cases, but which Dr. Bond had
omitted. The subscriptions afterwards were more free and
genereus; but beginning to flag, I saw they would be insuf-
ficient without some assistance from the assembly, and there-
fore proposed to petition for it; which was done. The coun-
try members did not at first relish the project: they objected
that it could only be serviceable to tho city, and therefore
the citizens alone should be at the expense of it; and they
doubted whether the citizéns themselves generally approved
of it. My allegation on the contrary, that it met with such
approbation as to leave no doubt of our being able to raise
two thousand pounds by voluntary donations, they consider-
ed as a most extravagant supposition and utterly impossible.
On this I formed my plan; and asking leave to bring in a
bill for incorperating the contributors actording to the pray-
er of their petition, and granting them a blank sum of money ;
which leave was obtaiuved chiefly on the consideration, that
the house could throw the bill out if they did not like it, X

drew it so as to make the important clause a conditional one;.

viz. ¢ And be it enacted by the authority aforesajd, that when
the said contributors shall have met and chesen their mang-
Vor. I. ]



130 . MEMOIRS oF

gers and treasurer, and shall have raised by their contribu-
tions a capital stock of two thousand pounds value, (the
yearly interest of which is to be applied to the accommoda-
tion of the sick poor in the said hospital, and of charge for diet,
attendance, advice, and medicines,) and shall make the same
appear to the satisfaction of the speaker of the dssembly for the
time being; that then it shall and may be lawful for the said
speaker, and he is hereby required to sign an order on the
provincial treasurer, for the payment of two thousand pounds
in two yearly payments, to the treasurer of the said hospital,
to be applied to the founding, building, and finishing of the
same.” This condition carried the bill through ; for the mem-
bers who had opposed the grant, and now.conceived they
might have the credit of being charitable without the expense,
agreed to its passage: and then in soliciting subscriptions
among the people, we urged the conditional promise of the
law as an additional motive to give, since every man’s do-
nation would be doubled: thus the clause worked both ways.
The subscriptions accordingly soon exceeded the requisite
sum, ant we claimed and received the public gift, which en-
abled us to carry the design into execution. A convenient
and handsome building was soon erected, the-institution has
by constant experience been found useful, and flourishes to
this day; and I do not remember- any of my political ma-
neuvres, the success of which at the time gave me more
pleasure ; or .wherein, after thinking of it, I more easily ex-
cused myself for having made some use of cunning.

It was about this time, that another projector, the Rev.
Gilbert Tennent, came to me with a request, that I would as-
sist him in procuring a subscription for erecting a new meet-
ing house. It was to be for the use of a congregation he had
gathered among the Presbyterians, who were originally dis-
ciples of Mr. Whitefield. Unwilling to make myself disagree-
able to my fellow citizens, by too frequently soliciting their
contributions, I absolutely refused. He then desired I would
furnish him with a list of the names of persons I knew by
experience to be generous and public spirited. I thought it
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would be unbecoming in me, after their kind compliance with
my solicitation, to mark them out to be warried by other beg-
gars, and therefore refused to give such a list. He then de-
sired I would at least give him my advice. That I will do
said I; and, in the first place, I advise you to apply to all
those who you know will give something; next, to those who
you are uncertain whether they will give any thing or net;
and shew them the list of those who have given: and lastly,
do not neglect those who you are sure will give nothing; for
in some of them you may be mistaken. He laughed and
thanked me, and said he would take my advice. He did so,
for he asked of every body, and he obtained a much larger
sum than he expected, with which he erected the capacious
and elegant meeting-house that stands in Arch street.

Our city, though laid out with a beautiful regularity, the
streets large, straight, and crossing each other at right an-
gles, had the disgrace of suffering those streets to remain

.long unpaved, and in wet weather the wheels of heavy car-
riages ploughed them into a quagmire, so that it was difficult
to croes them; and in dry weather the dust was offensive. I
had lived near what was called the Jersey market, and saw
with pain the inbabitants wading in mud, while purchasing
their provisions. A strip of ground down the middle of that
market was at length paved with brick, so that being once
in the market they had firm footing; but were often over
shoes in dirt to get there. By talking and writing on the sub-
ject, I was at length instrumental in getting the streets paved
with stone between the market and the brick foot pavement that
was on the side next the houses. This for some time gave an
easy access to the market dry-shod; but the rest of the street
not being paved, whenever a carriage came out of the mud
upon this pavement, it shook off and left its dirt upon it, and
it was soon covered with mire, which was not removed, the
city as yet having no scavengers. After some inquiry I found
a poor industrious man who was willing to undertake keep-
ing the pavement clean, by sweeping it twice a-week, carry-
ing off the dirt from before all the neighbors® doors, for the
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sum of siwpence per menth, to be paid by each house. I then
wrote and printed a paper, setting forth the advantages to
the neighberhood that might be obtained from this small
expense; the greater ease in keeping our houses clean, so
much dirt not being hrought in by people’s feet; the benefit
to the shops by more custom, as buyers could more easily
get at them; and by not baving in windy weather the dust
blown in upon their goods, &c. I sent one of these papers
to each house, and in a day or two went round to see wheo
would subscribe an agreement to pay these sixpences; it was
unanimously signed, and for a time we executed. All the
inbabitants of the city were delighted with the cleanliness of
the pavement that surrounded the market, it being a= conve-
nience to all, and this raised a general desire to have afl the
streets paved ; and made the people more willing to submit
to a tax for that purpose. After some time I drew a bill for
paving the city,® and brought it into the assembly. It was
Jjust before I went to England, in 1757, and did not pass til
I was gone, and then with an alteration in the mode of assess-
ment, which I thought not for the better; but with an addi-
tional provision for lighting as well as paving the streets,
which was a great improvement. It was by a private person,
the late Mr. John Clifton, giving a sample of the utility of
lamps, by placing onme at his door, that the people were first
impressed with the idea of lighting all the city. The homor
of this public benefit has also been ascribed to me, bat it be-
longs truly to that gentleman. I did but follow his exsmple,
and have only some merit to claim respecting the form of
our lamps, as differing from the globe lamps we were at first
supplied with from London. They were found inconvenient in
these respects: they admitted no air below; the smoke there-
fore did net readily go out above, but circulated in the giobe,
lodged on its inside, and soon obstructed the light they were
intended to afford; giving besides the daily trouble of wiping
‘them clean: and an accidental stroke on one of them would

e ————

" See Votes of the Pennsylvania assembly
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demolish it, and render it totally useless. I therefore suggeat-
ed the composing them of four flat panes, with a long fan-
nel above to draw up the smoke, and crevices admitting air
below to facilitate the ascent of the smoke; by this means
they were kept clean, and did nut grow dark in a few hours,
as the London lamps do, but continued bright till morning;
and an accidental stroke would generally break but a single
pane easily repaired. I have sometimes woendered that the
Londoners did not, from the effect holes in the bottom of the
-globe-lamps used at Vauxhall, have in keeping them clean,
Jearn to have such holes in their street lamps. But these holes
being made for another purpese, viz. to communicate flame
meore suddenly to the wick by a little flax hanging dewn
throagh them, the ether use of letting in air, seems not to
have been thought of : and therefore, after the lamps have
been lit a few hours, the streets of London are very poorly
illeminated.

‘The mention of these improvements puts me in mind of
one I proposed, when in London, to Dr. Fothergill,y who
was among the best men I have known, and a great promo-
ter of usefal projects. I had observed that the streets, when
dry, were never swept, and the light dust carried away; but
it was suffered to accumulate till wet weather reduced it
to mud; and then, after lying some days so deep on the
pavement that there was no crossing but in paths kept clean
by poor people with brooms, it was with great labor raked
together and thrown up into carts open- above, the sides of
which saffered some of the slush at every jolt on the pave-
ment to shake out and fall; sometimes to the annoyance of
foot passengers. The reason given for not sweeping the dusty
streets was, that the dust would fly into the windows of shops
and houses. An accidental occurrence had instructed me how
much sweeping might be done in.a little time; I found at my
door in Craven street, one morning, a poor woman sweeping

¥ Pothergill, (John) F. R. 8., an eminent physician"born in 1712, at
Carr end, in Yorkshire, of Quaker parents, died in 1780. *
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my pavement with a birch broom; she appeared very pals
and feeble, as just come out of a fit of sickness. I asked who
employed her to sweep there; she said, < Nobody; but I am
poor and in distress, and Isweeps before gentlefolkscs doors,
and hopes they will give me something.” I bid her sweep the
whole street clean, and I would give her a shilling; this was
at nine o’clock; at noon she came for the shilling. From the
slowness I saw at first in her working, I could scarce belicve
that the work was done 80 soon, and sent my servant to ex-
amine it, who reported that the whole street was swept per-,
fectly clean, and all the dust placed in the gutter which was
in the middle; and the next rain washed it quite away, s
that the pavement and even the kennel were perfectly clean.
I then judged that if that feeble woman could sweep sucha
street in three hours, a strong active man might have doneit
in half the time. And here let me remark the convenience of
. having but one gutter in such a narrow street ruoning down
its middle, instead of two, one on each side near the footway.
For where all the rain that falls on a street runs from the
sides and meets in the middle, it forms there a current
strong enough to wash away all the mud it meets with: but
when divided into two channels, it is often too weak to
cleanse either,.and only makes the mud it finds more fluid,
8o that the wheels of carriages, and feet of horses throw and
dash it upon the foot pavement, (which is thereby rendered
foul and slippery,) and -sometimes splash it upon those who
are walking. My proposal communicated to the doctor, was
as follows: . .
« For the more effoctually cleaning and keeping clean the
streets of London and Westminster, it is proposed, that the
gseveral watchmen be contracted with to have the dust swept
up in dry seasons, and the mud raked up at other times,
each in the several streets and lanes of his round: that they
be furnished with brooms and other proper instruments for
these. purposes, to be kept at their respective stands, ready
to furnish the poor people they may employ in the service.
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% That in the dry summer. months the dust be all swept up
into heaps at proper distances, before the shops and windows
of houses are usually opened; when scavengers with close
tovered carts shall also carry it all away.

« That the mud, when raked up, be net left in heaps to be
spread abroad again by the wheels of carriages and tramp-
ling of horses; but that the scavengers be provided with bo-
dies of carts, not placed high upon wheels, but lew upon
slidors, with lattice bottoms, which being covered with straw,
will retain the mud thrown into them, and permit the water
to drain from it; whereby it will become mach lighter, water
making the greatest part of the weight. These bodies of
carts to be placed at convenient distances, and the mud
brought to them in wheclbarrows; they remaining where
placed till the nud is drained, and then horses brought to
draw them away.”

I bave since had doubts of the practicability of the latter
part of this proposal, in all places, on account of the narrow-
ness of some streets, and the difficulty of placing the draining
sleds 80 as not to encumber too much the passage: but I am
still of opinion that the former, requiring the dust to be swept
up and carried away before the shops are open, is very prac-
ticable in the summer, when the days are long: for in walk-
ing through the Strand and Fleet street, one morning at seven
o’clock, I observed there was not one shop open, though it was
daylight and the sun up above three hours: the inhabitants
of Londom, chusing voluntarily to live much by candle-light,
and sleep by sun-shine; and yet often complain, (a little ab-
surdly) of the duty, on candles, and the high price of tallow.
. Some may think these trifling matters, not worth minding
or relating: but when they consider that though dust blown
into the eyes of a single person, or into a single shop .in a
windy day, is but of small importance, yet the great number
of the instances in a populous city, and its frequent repetition,
gives it weight and consequence; perhaps they will not cen-
sure very severely those who bestow some attention to affairs
of this seemingly low pature. Human felicity is produced
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mot so much by great pieces of good fortume that seldom hep-
pen, 88 by little advantages that occur every day. Thus, i
you teach a poor young man to shave hiiaself, and keep bis
razor in order, you may contribute more to the happiness of
his life than in givisg him a thousand guineas. This sum may
be soon spent, the regret only remaining of huving feolishly
comsumed it: but in the other case he escapes the frequest
vexation of waiting for barbers, and of their sometimes dirly
fingers, offensive breaths, and dull razors: he shaves whes
most convenient to bim, and enjoys daily the pleasure of its
being done with a good instrument. With these sentiments §
have hazarded the few preceding pages, hoping they mayal-
ford hints which some time or other may be useful to a city
1 love, (having lived many years in it very happily) and per-
haps to some of our towns in America.

Having been some time employed by the post-master-g+-
neral of America as his comptroller in regulating the several
offices, and bringing the officers to account, I was upon bis
death, in 1753, appointed jointly with Mr. William He—
%o succeed him; by a commissien from the post-master-ge-
neral in England. The American office had hitherte never
paid any thing to that of Britain: we were to have 600k 3
year between us, if we could make that sum out of the pre-
fits of the office. To do this a variety of improvements wer
necessary; seme of these were inevitably at first expensivo;
so that in the first four years the office became above 900 i
debt to us. But it soon after hegan to repay us; and befre
X was displaced by a freak of the ministers, (of which 1 shal
speak hereafter), we had brought it to yield thres times 8
much clear revenue to the crown as the post ofice of Irelasd.
Since that imprudent transaction, they have received from i
~not one farthing!

The business of the post office occasioned my taking #
journey this year to New England, where the college of Can-
bridge, of their ewn motion, presented -me with tbe degreoof
Master of Arts. Yale college in Connecticut had before made
me a similar compliment. Thus without studying in any cok
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lege I came to'partake of their honors. They were confer-
red in consideration of my improvements and discoveries il .
the electric branch of Natural Philosopby.

In 1754, war with France being again apprebended, a
‘congress of commissioners from the different colonies was,
by an order of the lords of trade, to be assembled at Albany;
there to confer with the chicfs of the Six nations, concerning
the means of defending both their cauntry and ours. Gover-
wor Haailton having received this order, acquainted the
bouse with it, requesting they would furnish proper presents
for the Indians, to be given on this occasion ; and naming the
speaker (Mr. Norris) and myself, to join Mr. John Penn
and Mr. Becretary Peters, as commissioncrs to act for Penns
sylvania. The house approved the nomination, and-provided
the goods for the presents, though they did not much like
treating out of the province; and we met the other commis-
sioners at Albany, about the middle of June. In our way
thither 1 projected and drew up, a plan for the union of all the
colonies under one government, so far as might be necessary
for defence, and other important general purposes. As we
passed through New York, I had there shewn my project to
Mpr. James Alexander and Mr. Kennedy, two gentlemen of
great knowlege in public affairs, and being fortificd by their
approbation, I ventured to lay it before the congress. It then’
appeared, that several of the commissioners had formed plans’
of the same kind. A previous question was first taken,
whether an union should be established, which passed in the
affirmative, unanimously. A committee was then appointed,
one member from cach colony, to consider the several plans
and report. Mine happened to be preferred, and with a few
amendments was accordingly reported. By this plan the ge-
neral government was to be administered by a president ge-
neral, appointed and supported by the crown; and a grand
council, to be chosen by the representatives of the people of
the several colonies met in their respective assemblies. Thé '
debates upon it in congress went on daily baud in hand with

Von ). T
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the Indian business. Many objections and “difficulties . were
started, but at length they were all overcome, and the plan
was unanimously agreed to, and copies ordered to be trans-
mitted to the board of trade and to the assemblies of the se-
veral provinces. Its fate was singular: the assemblies did not
adopt it; as they all thought there was too much prerogutive
in it; and in England it was judged to have too much of the
democralic; the board of trade did not approve of it; mor
recommend it for the approbation of his majesty : but another
scheme was formed, supposed to answer the same purpose
better, whereby the governors of the provinces, with some
members of their respective councils, were to meet and order
_ the raising of troops, building of forts, &c. and to draw on
the treasury of Great Britain for the expense, which was
afterwards to be refunded by an act of parliament laying a
tax on America. My plan with my reasons in support of it,
is to be found among my political papers that were printed.”
’ Being the winter following in Boston, I bad much conversa-
tion with governor.Shirley upon both the plans. Part of what
passed between us on this occasion may also be seen among
those papers. The different and contrary reasons of dislike to
my plan, makes me suspect, that it was really the true me-
dium, and I am still of opinjon it would have been happy for
both sides if it had been adopted. The coloniés so united
would have been sufficiently strong to have defended them-
selves: there would then have been no need of troops from
England, of course the subsequent pretext for taxing Ame-
~ rica; and the bloody contest it occasioned, would have been
avoided: -but such, niistakes are not new: lustory is full of
the ervers of states and princes.
“ Look round the habitable world, how few
“ Know their own good, or knowing it pursue!”

Those who govern, having much business on their hands,
do not generally like to take the trouble of considering and
carrying into execution new projects. The best public mes-
AT

¥ See Vol IV. page 1, of this edition.
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sures are therefore seldom adopied from previous vwisdom, but

Joreed by the occasion,

The governor of Pennsylvania, in sending it down to the
assembly, expressed his approbation of the plan ¢ as appear-
ing to him to be drawn up with great clearness and strength

_of judgment, and therefore recommended it as well worthy

their closest and most serious attention.” The house, however,
by the management of a certain member, took it up when I
bappened to be absent, (which I thought not very fair,) and
reprobated it without paying any attention to it at all, to my -
ne small mortification.

In my journey to Boston this year, I met at New York
with our new governor, Mr. Morris, just arrived there from
England, with whon I had been before intimately acquainted. .
He brought a commission to supersede Mr. Hamilton, who,
tired with the disputes his proprietary instructions subjected
him to, had resigned. Mr. Morris asked me if I thought he
must expect as uncomfortable an administration. I said,.
« No, you may on the contrary have a very comfortable one, *
if you will only take care not to enter into any dispute with
the assembly :” ¢ my dear friend,” said he pleasantly, « how
can you advise my avoiding disputes? You know I love dis-
puting, it is one of my greatest pleasures; however, to shew
the regard I have for your connsel, I promise yon I will, if
posgible, avoid them.” He had some reason for loving to dis-
pute, being eloquent, an acute sophister, and therefore gene-
rally successfol in argumentative conversation. He had been
brought up to it from a boy, his father, as I have heard, ac-
customing his children to dnspute with one another for his
diversion, while gitting at table after dinner; but I think the _
practice was not wise, for in the course of my observation,
those disputing, contradicting, and confuting people, are gene-
rally unfortunate in their affairs. They get virtory sometimes,
but they never get geod will, which would be of more use to
them. We parted, he going to Philadelphia, and I to Boston,
In returning I met at New York with the votes of the assem-
bly of Pennsylvania, by which it appeared, that notwithstand-
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ing his promise to me, he and the house wore already in bigh
contention; and it was a continual battle between them, as.
long as he retained the goverament. I had my share of it,
for as soon as I got back to my seat in the aseembly, 1 was
put on every cummittee for answering his speeches and
messages, and by the committees always desired to make
the draughts. Our answers as well as his messages, were
often tart, and sometimes indecently abusive: snd as be
knew I wrote for the assembly, one might have imagined
that when we met we could hardly avoid cutting threats.
But he was 8o good-natured a man, that no persomal
difference between him and me, was occasioned &y the
contest, and we often dined together. One afternoon, ia
the height of this public quarrel, we met in the street;
¢ Franklin,” said be, ¢ you must go home with me and
spend the evening, I am to have some company that you
will like;” and_taking me by the arm led me to his house.
In gay conversation over our wine, after supper, he told us
jokingly that he much admired the idea of Sancho Panza,
who, when it was proposed to give him a government, re-
quested it might be & government of blacks; as then, if he
could not agree with his people, he might sell them. One of
his friends, who sat next me, said, ¢ Franklin, why do you
continue to side with those damned Quakers? had you not bet-
ter sell them? the proprietor would give you a geod price.”
¢ The governor,” said I, ¢ hus not yet blacked them enough.”
~—He indeed had labored hard to blacken the assembly in
all his messages, but they wiped off his coloring as fast as
be laid it on, and placed it in return thick upon his own face;
so that finding he was likely to be negrofied himself, he, as
well as Mr. Hamilton, grew tired of the contest, and quitted
the government.

These public quarrels were all at bottom owing to the pro-
prietaries, our hereditary governors ; who when any expense
was to be incurred for the defence of their province, with in-
credible meanness, instructed their deputies o pass no act
for levying the necessary faxes, unlcss their vast estates were

\
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in the same act expressly exonerated; and they had even
taken the bonds of these depaties to observe such instructions.
'The asse.nblies for three years held out against this injustice,
though constrained to bend at last. At length captain Deuny,
who was governor Morris’s successor, ventured to disobey
those instructions; how that was brought about I shall shew

. hereafter.

But I am got forward too fast with my story: there are
still some transactions to be mentioned, that happened dur-
ing the administration of governor Morris.

War being in a manner commenced with France, the
government of Massachusetts Bay projected an attack upon
Crown Point, and sent ‘Mr. Quincy to Pennsylvania, and

Mr. Pownal, (afterwards governor Pownal,) to New. York:

to solicit assistance. As I was in the assembly, knew its tem-
per, and was Mr. Quincy’s cduntryman, he applied to me
for my influence and assistance: I dictated his address to
them, which was well received. They voted an aid of ten
thousand pounds, to be laid out in provisions. But the gover-
wor refusing his assent to their bill (which included this with
other sums granted for the use of the crown) unless a clause
were inserted, exempting the proprietary estate from bearing
any part of the tax that would be necessary; the assembly
thoagh very desirous of making their grant to New England
effectial, were at a loss how to accomplish it. Mr. Quincy
labored bard With the governor to obtain his assent, but he
_was obstinate. I then suggested a method of doing the busi-
ness without the governor, by orders on the trustees of the
loan office, which by law the assembly had the right of draw-
ing. There was indeed little or no money at the time in the
office, and therefore I proposed that the orders should be pay-
able in a year, and to bear an interest of five per cent.: with
these orders 1 supposed the provisions might easily be pur-
chased. The assembly vith very little hesitation adopted the
proposal; the orders were immediately printed, and I was
one of the committee directed to sign- and dispose of them.
The fund for paying thein, was the interest of all the paper
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currency then extant in the province upon loan, together
with the reveaue arising from the excise, which being kbown
to be more than sufficient, they obtained credit, and were not
only taken in payment for the provisions, but many monied
peopled who had cash lying by them, vested it in those orders,
which they found advantageous, as they bore interest while

" upon hand, and might on any occasion be used as money. Se
that they were eagerly all bought up, and in a few weeks
none of them were to be seen. Thus this important affair
‘was by my means completed. Mr. Quincy returned thanks
to the assembly in a handsome memorial, went home highly
pleased with the success of his embassy, and ever after bore
for me the most cordial and affectionate friendship.

The British government, not chusing to permit the unioa
of the colonies, as proposed at Albany, and to trust that
union with their defence, lest they should thereby grow too
military, and feel their own strength ; (suspicion and jealou-
sies at this time being entertained of them;) sent over
general Braddock with two regiments of regular English
troops for that purpose. He landed at Alexandria in Virginia,
and thence ma.rched to Frederick-town in Maryland, where
he halted for carriages. Our assembly apprehending from
some information, that he had received violent prejudices
against them as averse to the service, wished me to wait upon
him, not as from them, but as post-master-general, under the
guise of proposing to settle with him the mode of conducting
with most celerity and certainty, the dispatches between him
and the governors of the several provinces, with whom he
mustuecessarily have continual correspondence ; and of which
they propesed to pay the expense. My son accompanied me
on this journey. We found the general at Frederick-tows,
waiting impatiently for the return of those whom he bad
sent through the back parts of Maryland and Virginia to
collect wagons. 1 staid with him several days, dined with
him daily, and had full opportunities of removing his preju-
dices, by the information of what the assembly had before
his arrival actually done, and were still willing to do, to faci-
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litate his operations. When I was about to depart, the re-
turns of wagons to be obtained were brought in, by which it
appeared, that they amounted only to twenty-five, and not all
of those were in serviceable condition. The general and all
the officers were surprised, declared the expedition was then
at an end, being impossible ; and exclaimed aganist the minis-
ters for ignorantly sending them into a country destitute of
the means of conveying their stores, baggage, &c. not less
than one handred and fiity wagons being necessary. I happen-
ed to say, I thought it was a pity they had not been landed in
Pennsylvania, as in that country almost every farmer had
his wagon. The general eagerly laid hold of my words, and
said, ¢ Then you, sir, who are a man of interest there, can
probably procure them for us; and I beg you will undertake
it” I asked what terms were to be offered the owners of the
wagons; and I was desired to put on paper the terms that ap-
peared to me necessary. This I did, and they were agreed to;
and a commission and instructions accordingly prepared im-
 mediately. What those terms were will appear in the adver-

_ tisement I published soon as I arrived at Lancaster; which
being, from the great and sudden effect it produced, a piece
of some curiosity, I shall insert it at length, as follows:

« ADVERTISEMENT.

s¢ Lancaster, JApril 26th, 175S.

“ Whereas, one hundred and fifty wagons, with four
horses to each wagon, and fifteen hundred saddle or pack-
horses arc wanted for the service of his majesty’s forces,
now ahout to rendezvous at Wills’s creek ; and his excellency
goneral Braddock having been pleased to empower me to
contract for the hire of the same; I bereby give notice, that
I shall attend for that purpase at Lancaster from this day to
next Wednesday evening; and at York from next Thursday
morning, till Friday evening; where I shall be ready to
agree for wagons and teams, or single horses, on the follow-
ing terms: viz. 1. That there shall be paid for each wagon
with four good horses and a driver, fiftecn shillings per diem.
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And for each able horse with a pack-saddle, or other saddle
and furniture, two shillings per diem. And for each able
horse without a saddle, eighteen pence per diem. £.That the
pay commence from the time of their joining the forces at
Wills’s creck (which must be on or before the 20th of Masy
ensuing), and that a reasonable allowance be paid over and
above for the time necessary for their travelling to Wills’s
creek and home again after their discharge. 3. Each wagon
and team, and every saddle or pack-horse, is to be valued by
indifferent persons chosen between me and the owner; and
in case of the loss of any wagon, team, or other horse in :he
service, the price according to such valuation is to be allowed
and paid. 4. Seven days’ pay 18 to be advanced and paid in
hand by me to the owner of each wagon and team, or horse,
at the time of contracting, if required; and the remaindir to
be paid by general Braddock, or by the paymaster of the
army, at the time of their discharge; or from time to time as
it shall be demanded. 5. No drivers of wagons, or persons
taking care of the hired horses, are on any account to be
called upon to do the duty of soldiers, or be otherwise em-
ployed than in conducting or taking care of their carriages
or horses, 6. All oats, Indian corn, or other forage, that
' wagons or horses bring to the camp, more than is necessary
for the subsistence of the horses, is to be taken for the use
of the army, and a reasonable price paid for the same.”

« Note.—My son, William Franklin, is empowered to en-
ter into like contracts, with any person in Cumberland
county. B. FRANKLIN,”

¢ To the Inhabitants of the Countics of Lancaster, Fork, and
- Cumberland.
« FRIENDS AND COUNTRYMEN,

« BEING occasionally at the camp at Frederick, a few
days since, 1 found the general and officers extremely exas-
perated on account of their not being supplied with horses
and carringes, which had been expected from this provisce,
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#3 most able to furnish them; 3 but through the dissentjons
between our governor and®assembly, money Lad mot been
provided, nor any steps taken for that purpose.

« It was proposed to send an armed force immediately into
these counties, to seize as many of the best carriages and
horses as should be wanted, and compel as many persons
into the service, as would be necessary to drive and take
care of them. ‘

«I apprehended that the progress of British soldiers
through these counties on such an occasion, (especially consi-
dering the temper they are in, and their resentment against
us,) would be attended with many and great inconveniences
to the inhabitants, and therefore more willingly took the trou-
ble of trying first what might be done by fair and equitable
means. The people of these back counties have lately com-
plained to the assembly that a sufficient currency was want-
ing; you have an opportunity of receiving and dividing
among you a very considerable sum; for if the service of
-this expedition should continue (as it is more than probable

it will) for 120 days, the hire of these wagons and horses
will apoant {o upwards of thirty thousand pounds; which
will be paid you in silver and gold of the king’s money.

«The seryice will be light and easy, for the army wil].
scarce march ahove twelve miles per day, and the wagons
" aud baggage-horses, as they carry those things that are ab-
solutely necessary to the welfare of the army, must march
with the army, and no faster; and are for the army’s sake,
always placed where they can be most secure, whether in 3
march or in 3 camp.

« If you are really, as I believe you are, good and loya]
subjects to his majesty, you may now do a most acceptable
service, apd make it easy to yourselves ; for three or four of
such as cannot separutely spare from the business of their
plantations, a wagon and four horses and a driver, may do it
together; one furnishing the wagon, another one or two
horges, and apother the driver, and divide the pay propor-
tionably hetween you: hut if you do mot this eervice fo

Vor. L U
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‘your king and country voluntarily, when such good pay and
reasonable terms are offered to you, your loyalty will be
strongly suspected : the king’s business must be done: so
many brave troops, come so far for your defence, must not
stand idle through your backwardness to do what may be
reasonably expected from you: wagons and horses must be
had, violent measares will probably be used; and you will be
to seek for recompence where you can find nt, and your case
perhaps be little pitied or regarded,

«I have no particular interest in this affair, as (except
the satisfaction of endeavoring to do good) I shall have only
my labor for my pains. If this method of obtaining the
wagons and horses is not_likely to succeed, I am obliged to
send word to the general in fourteen days; and I suppose,

“gir John St. Clair, the hussar, with a body of soldiers will
immediately enter the province for the purpose; which X
shall be sorry to bear, because I am very sincerely and truly

- «Your fnend and well-wisher,
¢ B. FRANKLIN.”

- Treceived of the general about eight hundred pounds,
to be disbursed in advance money to the wagon owners, &c.
but that sum being insufficient, I advanced upwards of twe
hundred pounds more; and in two weeks, the orme hundred
and fifty wagons, with two hundred and fifty-nine carrying
horses were on their march for the camp. The advertisement
promised payment according to the valuation, in case any
wagons or horses should be lost. The owners, however, al-
leging they did not khow general Braddock, or what depen-
dence might be had on his promise, insisted on my bond for
the performance ; which I accordingly gave them.

While I was at the camp, supping one evening with the
officers of colonel Dunbar’s regiment, he represented to me
his concern for the subalterns, who, he said, were generally
not in effluence, and could ill afford in this dear country, to
lay in the stores that might be necessary in so long a march
through a wilderness, where nothing was to be purchased.
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X commiserated their case, and resolved to endeavor procur-
ing them some relief. 1 said nothing bowever to him of my
intention, but wrote the next morning to the committee of ag- -
sembly, who had the disposition of some public money, warm-
ly recommending the case of these officers to their conside-
ration, and proposing that a present should be sent them of
necessaries and refreshments. My son, who had some expe-
rience of a camp life, and of its wants, drew up a list for me,
which I inclosed in my letter. The committee approved, and
used such diligence, that, conducted by my son, the stores
arrived at the camp as soon as the wagons. They consisted
of twenty parcels, each containing—

6Ib. Loaf Sugar 1 Glocester Cheese

6 do. Muscovado do. 1keg containing 201b. good Butter
1do. Green Tea 2 doz. old Madeira Wine

1 do. Bohea do. 2 gallons Jamaica Spirits

6 do. Ground Coffee 1 bottle Flour of Mustard

6 do. Chocolate 2 well-cured Hams

3 chest best white Biscuit j dozen dried Tongues

3 Ib. Pepper _ 61b. Rice

1 quart white Vinegar 6 Ib. Raisins.

These parcels, well packed, were placed on as many
horses, each parcel, with the horse, being intended as a pre-
senbfor one officer. They were very thankfully received, and
the kindness acknowleged by letters to me from the colo-
nels of both regiments, in the most grateful terms. The ge-
neral too was highly satisfied with my conduct in procuring
him the wagons, &c. &:., and readily paid my account of
disbursements; thanking me repeatedly, and requesting my
fuarther assistance in sending provisions after him. I under-
took this also, and was busily employed in it till we heard of

. his defeat; advancing for the service, of my own money, up-
wards of one thousand pounds sterling; of which I sent him
an account. It came to his hands, luckily for me, a few days
before the battle, and he returned me immediately an order
on the paymaster for the round sum of one thousand pounds,
leaving the remainder to the next account. I consider this
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payment as-good luck ; having never been able to obtain that
remainder; of which more bereafter.

This general was, I think, a brave man, and might proba-
bly have made a figure as a good officer in same European
war; but he had too much self-confidence, too high an opin-
ion of the validity of regular troops, and too mean &n ond
of both Americans and Indians. George Croghan, our In-
dian interpreter, joined him on his march with one hundred
of those people, who might have been of great use to his ar-

my as guides, scouts, &c., if he had treated them kindly: but -

be slighted and neglected them, and they gradually left him.
In conversation with him one day, he was giving me some
account of his intended progress. ¢ After taking fort Du-
quesne,” said he, ¢ I am to proceed to Niagara; and hav-
ing taken that, to Frontenac, if the season will allow time,
and I suppose it will; for Duquesne can hardly detain me
above three or four days; and then I see nothing that can ob-
struct my march to Niagara.” Having before revolved in my
mind the long line his army must make in their march by a
very narrow road, to be cut for them through the woods and
bushes; and also what I had read of a former defeat of fifteen
hundred French, who invaded the Illinois country, I had
conceived some doubts and some fears for the event of the
campaign. But I ventured only to say, <¢'to be sure, sir, if
you arrive well before Duquesne, with the fine troops, so well
provided with artillery, the fort, though cbmpletely fortified,

and assisted with a very strong garrison, can probably make

but ashort resistance. The only danger1appreliend of obstruc-
tion to your march, is from the ambuscades of the Indians,
who by constant practice, are dextrous in laying and execut-
ing them: and the slender line, near four miles long, which
your army must make, may expose it to be attacked by sur-
prise in its flanks, and to be cut like a thread into several
pieces, which from their distance cannot come up in time to
support each other.” He smiled at my ignorance, and replied,
éThese savages may indeed be a formidable enemy to yoar
raw American militia; but upon the king’s regular and disci-
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Plined troops, sir, it is impossible they shonld make any im-
pression.” 1 was conscious of an impropriety in my disput-
ing with a military man in matters of his profession, and -
wid no more. The enemy, however, did not take the
advantage of his army which I apprehended its long line
of march exposed it to, but lef it advance without interrup-
tion till witbin nine miles of the place; and then when more
in a body, (for it had just passed a river, where the front
had halted till all were come over) and in a more open part
of the woods than any it had pussed, attacked its advanced
guard by a heavy fire from bebind trees and bushes ; which
was the first intelligence the general had of an enemy’s be-
ing near him. This gnard being disordered, the general har-
ried the troops up to their assistance, which was done in great
confasion, through wagons, baggage, and cattle; and pre-
sently the fire came upon their flank: the officers being on
horseback, were more easily distinguished, picked out as
marks, and fell very fast; and the soldjers were crowded to-
gether in a huddle, having or hearing no orders, and stand-
ing to be shot at till two-thirds of them were killed; and then
being seized with a panic the remainder fled with precipita- -
tion. The wagoners took each a horse out of his team and
scampered; their example was immediately followed by
others; so that ‘all the wagons, provisions, artillery, and
stores were left to the enemy. The general being wounded
was brought off with difficulty; his secretary, Mr. Shirley,
was killed by his side, and out of eighty-six officers sixty-
three were killed or wounded; and seven hundred and four-
teen men killed of eleven hundred. These eleven hundred
bad been picked men from the whole army ; the rest had been
Reft behind with colonel Dunbar, whe was to follow with the
beavier part of the stores, provisions, and baggage. The fly-
ers not being pursued arrived at Dunbar’s camp, and the
panic they brought with them instantly seized him and
all his people. And though he had now above one thou-
sand men, and the enemy who had beaten Braddock, did
Mot at most exceed four hundred Indiaus and French: to-



150 MEMOIRS OF

gether, instead of proceeding and endeavoring to recover
some of the lost honor, he ordered all the stores, ammu-
nition, &c., to be destroyed, that he might have more horses
to assist his flight towards the settlements, and less lum-
ber to remove. He was there met with requests from the go-
vernor of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, that be
would post his troops on the frontiers, so as to afford some
protection to the inhabitants; but he continued his hasty
march through all the country, not thinking himself safe till
he arrived at Philadelphia, where the inhabitants could pro-
tect him. This Whole transaction gave us Americans the first
suspicion that our exalted ideas of the prowess of British re-
gular troops had not been well founded.

In their first march too, frum their landing till they got
beyond the settlements, they had plundered and stripped the
inhabitants, totally ruining some poor families, besides insult-
ing, abusing, and confining the people if they remonstrated.
This was enough to put us out of conceit of such defenders,
if we had really wanted any. How different was the conduct
of our French friends in 1781, who during a march through
the most inhabited part of our country, from Rhode Island
to Virginia, near seven hundred miles, occasioned not the
smallest complaint, for the loss of a pig, a chicken, or even
an apple! ' ..

Captain Orme, who was one of the general’s aids-de-camp
and being gricvously wounded was brought off with him, and
continued with him to his death, which happened in a few
days, told me he was totally silent all the first day, and at
riight only said, « W7o would have thought it?” That he was
silent again the following day, saying only at last, «We shall
better know how to deal with them a:wthcr time;** and died
in a few minutes after.

The secretary’s papers, with all the general’s orders, in-
structions, and correspondence falling into the enemy’s hands,
they selected and translated into French a number of the ar-
. ticles, which they printed to prove the hostilc intentions of
the British court before the declaration of war. Among
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these I saw some letters of the general to the ministry,
speaking highly of the gréat service I had rendered the army,
and recommending me to their notice. David Hume, who was
some years after secrétary to lord Hertford, when minister i in
France, and afterwards to general Conway, when secretary
of state, told me he had seen among the papers in that office,
Jetters from Braddock, highly recommending me. But the
expedition having been unfortunate, my service, it seems,
was not thought of much value, for those recommendations
were never of any use to me. As to rewards from himself, I
asked only one, which was, that he would give orders to his
officers, not to enlist any more of our ‘bought servants,and that-
he would discharge such as had been already enlisted. This
he readily granted, and several were accordingly returned
to their masters, on my application. Dunbar, when the com-
mand devolved on him, was not so generous. He being at
Philadelphia, on his retreat, or rather flight, I applied to him
for the discharge of the servants of three poor farmers of
Lancaster county, that he had enlisted, reminding him of the
late general’s orders on that head. He promised me that
if the masters would come to him at Trenton, where he
should be in a few days on his march to New York, he
would there deliver their men to them. They accordingly
were at the expense and trouble of going to Trenton, and
there he refused to perform his promise, to their great loss
and disappointment.

As soon as the loss of the wagons and horses was gene-
rally known, all the owners came upon me for the valuation
which I had given bond to pay. Their demands gave me a
great deal of*trouble : I acquainted them that the money was
ready in the paymaster’s hands, but the order for paying it
maust first be obtained from general Shirley, and that I had’
applied for it; but he being at a distance, an answer could
not soon be received, and they must have patience. All this
however was not sufficient to satisfy, and some began to sue
me: general Shirley, at length relieved me from this terri-
ble situation, by appointing commissioners to examine the
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claims, and ordering payment. They amounted to near
twenty thousand pounds, which to pay would have ruined me.
Before we had the news of this defeat, the two doctors
Bend came to me with a subscription paper for raising mo-
ney to defray the expense of a grand fire-work, wi:iph itwes |
intended to exhibit at a rejoicing on receiving the news of
" our taking fort Duquesne, I looked grave, and said, «It
would, 1 thouglt, be time enough to prepare the rejoicing
when we knew we should have occasion to rejoice.” They
seemed surprised that I did not immediately comply with
their proposal. « Why the d——1,” said one of them, « yot
. surely don’t suppose that the fort will not be taken?” I
don’t know that it will not be taken; but 1 know thatthe
events of war are subject to great uncertainty.” I gave thes
the reasons of my doubting: the subscription was droppedy
and the projectors thereby missed the mortification they would
bave undergone if the fire-work had beeh prepured. Dr. Band
on some other occasion afterwards, said that he did notlike *
Franklin’s forebodings. :
Governor Morris, who had continually worried the aseem-
bly with message after message before the defeat of Brst
dock, to beat them into the making of acts to raise moucy -
for the defence of the province, without taxing among othert
the proprietary estates, and had rejected all their bills fr
not having such an exempting clause, now redoubled bis s
tacks with more hope of success, the danger and necessif)
being greater. The assembly lowever continued firm b
lieving they had justice on their side; and that it would %
giving up an essential right, if they suffered the governor b
amend their money bills. In one of the last, indeed, Whick
was for granting fifty thousand pounds, his proposed aped
“ment was only of a single word: the bill expresseds o thed
all estates real and personal were to be taxed; those of tho
proprietaries nof excepted.” His amendment was; for st
.only. A small, but very material alteration! However whes
the news of the disaster reached England, our friends ther®
whom we had taken care to furnish with all the assemblr?
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answers to the governor’s messages, raised a clamor against
the proprietaries for their meanness and injustice in giving
their governor such instructions ; some going so far as losay,
that by obstructing the defence of their province, they for-
feited their right to it. They were intimidated by this, sent
erders to their receiver-general to add five thousand pounds
of thiir money to whatever sum might be given by the as~
sembly for such purpose. This being testified to the house,
was accepted in lieu of their share of a general tax, and a new
bill was formed with an exempting clause, which passed ac-.
cordingly. By this act 1 was appointed one of the commission~
ers for disposing of the money ; sixty thousand pounds. I had
beem active in modelling the bill, and procuring its passages
awd bad at the same time drawn one for establishing and dis-
ciplining a voluntary militia; which I carried throughthe house
without much difficulty, as care was taken in it to leave the
quakers at liberty. To promote the association necessary te
form the wmilitia, I wrote a dialogue= stating and answering
all the objections I could think of to such a militia; which was
printed, and had, as l'thought, great cffect. While the several
companies in the city and country were forming, and learn-
ing their exercise, the governor prevailed with me to take
charge of our north-western frontier, which was infested
by the enemy, and provide for the defence of the inhabitants
by raising troops, and building a line of forts. 1 undertook
this military business, though I did not conceive myself well
qualified for it. He gave me a commission with full powers,
and a parcel of blank commissions for officers, to be given
to whom I theught fit. I bad bat little difficulty in raising
men, having soon five hundred and sixty under my command.
My son, who had in the preceding war been an officer in the
army raised against Canada, was my aid-de-camp, and of
great uee to me. The Indians bad burned Gnadenhutten, a

= This dialogue and the militia act, were published in the Gentleman’s -
Magazine for February and March, 1756.
Ve L X*
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village settled by the Moravians, and massacred the inhabi-
tants; but the place was thonght a good situation for one of
the forts. In order to march thither, I asseibled the compa-
nies at'Bethlehem, the chiel establishment of those people; I
was surprised to find it in so good a posture of defence: the
destruction of Gnadenhutten had made them apprehend das-
ger. The principal buildings were dcfended by a stockade; they

‘bad purchased a quantity of arms and ammunition from New

York, and had even placed quantities of small paving stons
between the windows of their high stone houses, for their wo-
men to throw them down upon the heads of any lndians that
should attempt to force into them. The armed brethren too
kept watch, and relieved each other on guard as methodically
as in any garrison town. In conversation with the bishop
Spangenberg, I mentioned my surprise; for knowing they
bad obtained an act of parliament exempting them from mi-
litary duties in the colonies, I had supposed they were cos-
scientiously scrupulous of bearing arms. He answered e,
« That it was. not one of their establiched principles; but
that at the time of their obtaining that act it was thoaght®
be a principle with many of their people. On this occasion,
however, they to their surprise, found it adopted by but 8
few.” It seems they were either. deceived in themselves, of
deceived the parliament: but common sense aided by presoot
danger will sometimes be too strong for whimsical opinios.
It was the beginning of January when we set oat apod
this business of building forts; I sent one detachment towards
the Minisink, with instructions to erect one for the securitf
of that upper part of the country; and another to the Jow?
part with similar instructions: and I concluded to go ™
with the rest of my force to Gnadenhutten, where a fort ¥
thought more immediately necessary. The Moravians pr*
cured me five wagons for our tools, stores, baggage, &0".""
before we left Bethlchem, eleven farmers, who had been drives
from their plantations by the Indians, came to me Ml"""
ing a supply of fire-arms, that they might go back and brizg
off their cattle. I gave them each a gun with suitable ams®
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nition. We had not marched many miles before it began to
rain, and it continned raining all day ; there were no habita«
tions on the road to shelter us, till we arrived near night at
the house of a German, where, and in his barn, we were all
huddled together as wet as water could make us, It was well
we were not attacked in our march, for our arins were of the
most ordinary sort, and our men could not keep the locks of
their guns dry. The Indians are dextrous in centrivances
for that purpose, which we had not. They met that day the
eleven poor farmers abovementioned, and killed ten of them;
the one that escaped informed us, that his, and his. compan- -
ions’ guns would not go off, the priming being wet with the
rain. The next day being fair we continued our march, and
arrived at the desolate Gnadenbutten; there was a mill near,
round which were left several pine boards, with which we
soon hutted ourselves; an operation the more necessary at
that inclement season, as we had no tents. Our first work was
to bury more effoctually the dead we found there, who had
been half interred by the country people; the next morning
our fort was planned and marked out, the circumference
measuring four hundred and fifty-five feet, which would re-
quire as many palisades to be made, one with another of a
foot diameter each. Our axes, of which we had seventy,
were immediately set to work, to cut down trees; and our
men being dextrous in the use of them, great dispatch was
made. Seeing the trees fall so fast, I had the curiosity to
look at my watch when two men began to cut at a pine: in
six minutes they had it upon the ground, and I found it of
fourteen inches diameter: each pine made three palisades of
. eighteen feet long, pointed at one end. While theso were pre-
paring, our other men dug a trench all round of three feet
deep, in which the palisades were to be planted; and the bo-
dies being taken off our wagons, and the fore and hind
wheels separated by taking out the pin which united the two
parts of the perch, we had ten carriages with two horses
each, to bring the palisades from the woods to the spot. When
* they were set up, our carpenters built a platform of boards
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all round within, about six feet high, for the men to stand on
when to five through the loop-holes. We had one swivel gun,

~ which we mounted on one of the angles, and fired it as soon
45 fixed, to let the Indians know if any were within hearing,
that we had such pieces; and thus our fort (if that name may
be given to so miserable a stockade) was finished in a week,
though it rained so hard every other day that the men could
not well work.

This gave me occasion to observe, that when men are em-
ployed they are best contented ; for on the days they worked
they were good-natured and chicerful : and with the conscious-
ness of having done a good day’s work, they spent the even-
ing jollily; but on our idle days, they were mutinous and
quarrelsome, finding fault with the pork, the bread, &c., and
were continually in bad humor; which put me in mind of a
sea captain, whose rule it was to keep his men constantly at

‘work ; and whien his mate once told him that they had done
every thing, and there was nothing farther to employ them
. about ; ¢ 0,” said he, ¢ make them scour the anchor.”

This kind of fort, however contemptible, is a sufficient
defence against Indians who had no camnon. Finding’ oor-
selves now posted securely, and having a place to retreat to
on occasion, we ventured out in parties to scour the adjacent
country. We met with no Indians, but we-:found the places
on the neighboring bills where they bad lain to watch oar
proceedings. There was an art in their contrivance of these
places, that seems worth mentioning. It being winter, a fire
was necessary for them: but a common fire on the sarface of
the ground would by its light have discovered their position
at a distance: they had therefore dug holes in the ground
about three feet diameter, and somewhat deeper; we found
where they had with their hatchets cut off the charceal from
the sides of burnt logs lying in the woods. With these coals
they had made small fires in the bottom of the heles, and we
‘observed among the weeds and grass the prints of their bo-
dies, made by their lying all round with their legs hanging
down in the holes to keep their feet warm; which with them ~
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is an essential pomt. This kind of fire so managed could not
discover them either by its light, flame, sparks, or even
smoke: it appeared that the number was not great, and it
sooms they saw we were too many to be attacked by them
with prospect of advantage. ]

We had for our chaplan a zealous Presbyterian minister,
Mr. Beatty, who complained to me that the men did not ge-
merally attend bis prayers and exhortations. When they en-
listed they were promised, besides pay and provisions, a gill
of rum a day, which was punctually served out to them, half
the morning, and the other half in the evening; and I ob-
. served they were punctual in attending to receive it: upon
which I said to Mr. Beatty, < it is perhaps below the dignity
of your profes-ion to act as steward of the rum; but if you
were to distribute it out only just after prayers, you would
have them all about you.” He liked the thought, undertook
tho task, and with the help of a few hands to measare out
the liquor, executed it to satisfaction; and never were pray-
ers more generally and more punctually attended. So that I
think this method preferable to the punishment inflicted by
_ eome military laws for non-attendance on divine service.

I bad hardly finished this business, and got my fort well. -

stored with provisions, when I received a letter from the go-
vornor, acquainting me that he had called the assembly, and
wished my attendance there, if the posture of affairs on the
froatiers was such that my remaining there was no longer
necessary, My friends too of the assembly pressing me by
their letters to be, if possible, at the mecting; and my three
intended forts being now completed, and the inhabitants con-
tented to remain on their farms under that protection, I re-
solved to return ; the more willingly, as a New England off-
cer, colonel Clapham, experienced in Indian war, being ona
visit to our establishment, consented to accept the command. I
gave him a commission, and parading the garrison, had it
read before them; and introduced him to them as an officer,
who from his skill in military affairs, was much more fit to
command them than myscif; and giving them a little exhor-

.
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tation, took my leave. I was escorted as far as Bethlehem,
where I rested a few days to recover from the fatigue I had
undergone, The first night lying in a good bed, I could hardly
sleep, it was so different from my hard lodging on the floor of
a hut at Gnadenhutten, with only a blanket or two. While at
Bethlehem, I inquired a little into the practices of the Mora-
vians ; some of them had accompanied me, and all were very
kind to me. 1 found they worked for a common stock, ea
at common tables, and slept in common dormitories, great
numbers together. In the dormitorics I observed loop-holes
at certain distances all along just under the ceiling, which
thonght judiciously placed for change of air. I went to their
church, where I was entertained with good mausic, the organ
being accompanied with violins, hautboys, flutes, clarinets,
&c. I understood their sermons were not usually preached to
mixed congregations of men, wonen, aud children, as is our
common practice; but that they assembled sometimes the mar-
ried men, at other times their wives, then the young men,
the young women, and the little children; each division by
itself. The sermon I heard was to the latter, who came im
and were placed in rows on benches, the boys under the con.
«aluct of a young ‘man their tutor; and the girls conducted by
a young woman. The discourse seemed well adapted to their
capacities, and was delivered in a pleasing, familiar manner,
coaxing them as it were to be good. They behaved very or-
derly, but looked pale and unlealthy, which made me suspect
they were kept too much within doors, or not allowed suffi-
cient exercise. I inquired concerning the Moravian marria-
ges, whether the report was truec that they were by lot; I
was told that lots were used only in particular cases: that
generally when a young man found himself disposed to marry
he informed the elders of his class, who consulted the elder
ladies that governed the young women. As these elders of
the different sexes were well acquainted wiih the terapers and
dispositions of their respective pupils, they could best judge
what matches were suitable, and their judgments were ge-
nerally acquiesced in, But if, for example, it should hap-




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 159

pen that two or three young women were found to be
equally proper (or the young man, the lot was then recurred
to. 1 objected, if the watches are not made by the mutual
choice of the parties, some of them may chance to be very
unhappy. ¢ And so they may,” answered my informer, ¢ if
you let the parties chuse for themselves.” Which indeed I
could not deny. '

Being returned to Philadeiphia, I found the association
went on with great success, the inhabitants that were not
quakers, having pretty gencrally come into it, formed them-
selves into compauices, and chose their captains, licutenants,
and ensigus, according to the new law. Dr. Bond visited me
and gave me an account of the pains he had taken to spread
a general good liking to the law, and ascribed much to those
endeavors. I had the vanity to ascribe all to my dialogue;
bowever, not knowing but that he might be in the right, I let
him enjoy his opinion ; which I take to be generally the best
way in such cases. The officers meeting, chose me to be colo-
nel of the regiment; which I this time accepted. 1 forget how
many companies we had, but we paraded about twelve hun-
dred well-looking men, with a company of artillery, who had
been furnished with six brass ficld-pieces, which they had be-
come so expert in the use of, as to fire twelve times in a mi-
nate. The first time I reviewed my regiment, they accompa-
nied me to my house, and would salute me with some rounds
fired before my door, which shook down_ and broke several
glasses of my electrical apparatus. And my new honor
proved not much less brittle; for all our commissions were
soon after broken, by a repeal of the law in England.

During this short time of my colonelship, being about to
set out on a journey to Virginia, the officers of my regiment,
took it into their heads that it would be proper for them to
escort me out of town, as far as the Lower-ferry; just as I’
was getting on horseback they came to my door, between
thirty and forty, mounted, and all in their uniforms. 1 had
not been previously acquainted with their project, or I should
lave prevented it, being naturally averse to the assuming of
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state on any occasion; and I was a good deal chagrined
theéir appearance, as I could not avoid their accampanying
me. What made it worse was, that as soon as we began to
move, they drew their swords and rode with them naked all
the way. Somebody wrete an account of this to the proprie
tor, and it gave him great offence. No such honor had beea
paid him, when in the province; nor to any of his gover-
nors; and he said it was only proper to princes of the bleod
royal; which may be true for aught I know, who was, aad
still am ignorant of the etiquette in such cases. This silly
affair, however, greatly increased his rancor against me,
which was before considerable on account of my conductin
the assembly, respecting the exemptiorn: of bis estate from
taxation, which I had always opposed very warmly; and not
without severe reflections on the meanness and injustice ia
contending for'it. He accused me to the ministry, as beisg
the great obstacle to the king’s service: preventing by BF
influence in the house, the proper form of the bills for raisiag
money ; and he instanced the parade with my officers, a3 8
proof of my baving an intention to take the governmeut o
the province out of his hands by force. He alse applied ¥
sir Everard Faukener, the post-master-general, to deprive
me of my office; but it had no other cffect than to procar
trom sir Everard a gentle admonition.

Notwithstanding the continual wrangle between the gover-
nor and the house, in which I as a member had so largo 8
share, there still subsisted a civil intercourse between thab
gentleman and myself, and we never had any personal difftr-
ence. I have sometimes since thought, that his little or nore
sentment against me for the answers it was known I dro¥
up to his messages, might be the effect of professional babiy
and that being bred a lawyer, he might consider us both
merely advocates for contending clients in a sujt; he for ¢
proprietaries, and I for the assembly: he would there{@®
sometimes call in a friendly way to advise with me on di-
cult points; and sometimes, though not often, take my advick
We acted in concert to supply Braddock?’s army with pro®




v

BENJAMIN rmx.t.ut. 161

sions, and when the shocking news arrived of his defeat, the
governor sent in haste for me, to consult with him on mea-
sures for preventing the desertion of the back counties. I
forget now the advice I gave, but I think it was that Dunbar ~
should be written to and prevailed with, if possible, to post
his troops on the frontiers for their protection, until by rein-
forcements from the colonies, he might be able to proceed in
the expedition: and after my return from the froutier, he .
would have had me umdertake the conduct of, such an expe-
dition with previncial troops, for the reduction of fort Du-
quesne; (Dunbar and his men being otherwise employed;)
and he proposed to commission me as general. I had not eo
good an opinion of my military abilities-as he professed to
bave, and I believe his professions must have exceeded his
real sentiments: but probably he might think that my popuo-
larity would facilitats the business with the men, and influ-
ence in the assembly the grant of money to pay for it; and
that perhaps without taxing the proprietary. Finding me not
@ forward to engage as he expected, the project was dropt;
" and he soon after left the government, being superseded by
captain Denny.

Before I proceed in relating the part I had in puoblic af-
faivs under this new governor’s administration, it may not
be amiss to give here some accsunt of the rise and progress
of my philosapbical reputation.

In 1746, being at Boston, I met there with a Dr. Spence,
who was lately arrived from Scotland,, and shewed me somd
dectric experiments. They were imperfectly performed, as
be wus not very expert; but being on a subject quite new to
me, they equally surprised and pleased me. Soon after my
return to Philadelphia, our library company received from
Mr. Peter Collinson, F. R. 8. of London, a present of a glass
. tube, with some account of the use of it in making such expo-
timems. I eagerly seized the opportunity of ‘repeating what
I had geen at Boston; and by much practice acquired great
readiness in performing those aleo which we had an account

Vor. 1. Y
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of from England, adding a number of new ones. I say midk

practice, for my house was continually full for some time,

with persons who came to see tuese new wonders. To divide
a little this incunmibrauce among my friends, I caused & nume
ber of similar tubes to be blown in our glass-house, with which
they furnished themselves, so that we had at length sevenl
performers. Among these the principal was Mr. Kinnersly
an ingenious neighbor, who being out of business, I encot-
raged to undcrtake showing the experinents for mouey, asd

-drew up tor him two lectures, in which the experiments were

ranged in such order, and accompanied with explanations is
such method, as that the foregoing should assist in compre-

-hending the following. He procured an elegant apparatus for

the purpose, in which all the little machines that 1 had roughly

.made for mysclf, were neatly formed by instrument makers.
-His lectures were well attended, and gave great satisfactios;

and after some tine he went through the colonies exhibiting
them in every capital town, and picked up somé money. In
the West India Islands indeed, it was with difficulty the e-
periments could be made from the general moisture of the ait.

Obliged as we were to Mr. Collinson, for the present o
the tube &c., I thought it right he should be informed of oot
success in using it, and wrate him several letters containiog

accounts of our experiments.y He got them read in the Ropl

Society, where they were not at first thought worth so mach
notice as to be printed in their transactions. One paper which
I wrote for Mr. Kinngrsly, on the sameness of lightning with
electricity, I sent to Mr. Mitchel, an acquaintance of mist
and one of the members ulso of that society; who wrote 8¢
‘word that it had been read, but was laughed at by the co-
noisseurs. The papers however being shewn to Dr. Fother-
gill, he thought them of too much value to be stified, 8d
advised the printing of them. Mr. Collinson then gave the®
to Cave for publication, in his Gentleman’s Magazine; bt

—1

¥ See Letters and Papers on Philosophical Subjects, Vol. I of this¢&"
tion, page 1.
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be chose to print them separately in a pamphlet, and Dr.
Fothergill wrote the preface. Cave it seems judged rightly
for his profession, for by the additions that arrived after-
wards, they swelled to a quarto volume; which has had five
editions, and cost him nothing for copy-money.

It was however some time before those papers were much
takon mnotice of in England. A copy of them happening to
fall into the hands of the count de Buffon, (a philosopher de-
servedly of great reputation in France, and indeed all over
Europe,) he prevailed with monsieur Dubourg to translate
them into French; and they were printed at Paris. The pub-
lication offended the Abbg Nollet, preceptor in Natural Phi-
losophy to the royal family, and an able experimenter, who
bad formed and published atheory of electricity, which then
had the general vogue. He could not at first believe that such
a work came from America, and said it must have been fabri-
<cated by his enemies at Paris, to oppose his system. After.
wards, having been assured that there really existed such a
pereon as Franklin at Philadelphia, (which he had doubted,)
he wrote and published a voluine of letters, chivfly addressed
to me, defending his theory, and denying the verity of my
experiments, and of the positions deduced from them. 1 once
purposed answering the Abbg, and actually began the an-
swer; but on consideration that my writings contained a de-
scription of experiments, which any one might repcat and
verify, and if not to be verificd could not be defended; or of
observations offered as conjectures, and notdelivered dogmati-
cally, therefore not laying me under any obligation to defend
them; and reflecting that a dispute between two persons writ.
ten in different languages might be lengthened greatly by mis-
translations, and thence misconceptions of another’s meaning,
mach of one of the Abh¢’s letters being founded on an error
in the translations I concluded to let my papers shift for them-
gelves; believing it was better to spend what time I could spare
from public business in making new experiments, than in dis-

~ puting about those already made. I thercfore never answered
monsiour Nollet; and the event gave me no cause to repent
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wy silence; for my friend monsicur Le Roy, of the royal
academy of sciences, took up my cause and refuted him: my
book was translated into the Italidn, German, and Latir
languages; and the doctrine it contained was by degrees ge-
nerally adopted by the philosophers of Europe, in preferesce
to that of the Abl.&; so that he lived to see himself the last
“of his sect; except monsieur B—— of Paris, his ell'u and
immediate disciple.

What gave my book the more sudden and general celebsic
ty, was the success of one of its proposed experiments, made
by messicurs Dalibard and Delor, at Marly; for drawing
lightning from the clouds. This engaged the public attention
every whére. Monsieur Delor who had an apparatus for ex-
perimental philosophy, and lectured in that branch of scienct

. undertook to repeat, what he called the Philadelphia experi-
ments; and after they were performed before the king and
court, all the curious of Paris flocked to see them. I will not
swell this narrative with an account -of that capital experi:
ment, nor of the infinite pleasure 1 received in the success of
a similar one I made soon after with a kite at Philadelpbis,
as both are to be found in the histories of electricity. Dr.
Wright an English physician, when at Paris, wrote to 8

friend who was of the royal society, an account of the high
esteem my experiments were in among the learned abruad,
and of their wonder that my writings had been so little no-
ticed in England. The society on this resumed the conside:
ration of the letters that had been read to them; and the co-
lebrated Dr. Watson drew up a summary account of them,
and of all I had afterwards sent to England on the subject;
which he accompanied with some praise of the writer. This
summary was then printed in their transactions: and soa®

members of the society in London, particularly the very i
genious Mr. Canton, having verified the experiment of pro-
curing lightning from the clouds by a pointed rod, and &-
quainted them with the success; they soon made me more tas
amends for the slight with which they had before treated m&
Without my having made any application for that howeh

a
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they chiose me a-member; and voted that I should be excused
the customary payments, which would have amounted to.
twenty-five guineas; and ever since have given me their
transactions gratis.* 'They also presented me with the gold
medal of sir Godfrey Copley, for the year 1758, the deli-
very of which was accompanied by a very handsome speech
of the president, lord Macelesfield, wherein I was highly
honored.

3 Dr. Franklin gives a further account of his election, in the following
extract of a letter to his son governor Franklin,

' Lenden, Dec. 19, 1767,

“ We have had an ugly affair at the Royal society lutely. One Dacosts,
s Jew, who, as our clerk, was entrusted with collecting our monies, hay
been so unfaithful as toembezzle near thirteen hundred pounds in four
years. Being one of the council this yeur as well as the last, [ have been
employed all the last week in attending the inquiry into and unravelling
his accounts, in order to come at a full knowledge of his frauds. His se-
cutities are bound in one thousand pounds to the society, which they
will pay, but we are like to lose the rest. He had this year received
twenty-six admission payments of twenty-five guineas each, which he dxd
not bring to account.

While attending this affair, T had an opportunity of looking over the
ol council books and journals of the society, and having a curiosity to
see bow 1 came in, (of which I had never been informed,) I looked back
for the minutes relating to it. You must know it is not usual to admit
persons that have not requested to be admitted; and a recommendatory
certificate in favor of the candidate, signed by at least three of the mem.
bers, is by our rule to be presented to the society, expressing that he is
desirous of that honor, and is so and so qualified. As I had never
asked or expected the honor, 1 was, as I said before, cuiious to see
bow the business was managed. I found that the certificate, worded
very advantageously for me, was signed by lord Macclesfield, then
president, lord Parker, and lord Willoughby, that the election was by
an unanimous vote; and the honor being voluntarily conferred by the
society unsolicited by me, it was thought wrong to demand or receive
the usual fees or compasition; so that my name was entered on the liat
with a vote of council, zhat I was not to pay any thing. Agd accord-
ingly nothing has ever been demunded of me Those who are ad-
mitted in the common way, pay five guineas admission fees, and two
guineas and a half yearly contribution, or twenty-five guineas down,
i licu of it. In my case a substantial fuvor accompanied the honor.
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Our new governor, captain Denny, brought over for ms
.the beforcmentioned medal from the Royal society, which be
prescnted to me at an cntertainm nt given him by the city,
He accompanied it with very polite expressions of his esteem
for me, having as he said been long acquuinted with my ch
racter. After dinner when the company as was customary &
that time, were engaged in drinking, he took me aside inb
another room, and acquainted me that he had been advisd
by his friends in England to cultivate a friendship with me,
asone who was capable of giving him the best advice, andol
contributing mest cffectually to the making his administre-
tion easy. That he therefore desired of all things to bavea
good understanding with me, and he begged me to be assured
of his readiness on all occasions to render me every servios
that might be in his power. He said much to me also of the pre-
prictors’ goad disposition towards the province, and of thead:
vantage it would bre to us all, and to e in particular, if theop-
position that had been so long continued to his measures was
dropt, and harmony restored between him and the peaple; in
effecting which it was thought no one could be more services-
ble than myself; and 1 might depend on adequate acknow-
legments and recompenses, &c. The drinkers finding we
did not return immediately to the table, sent us a decanterof
Madeira, which the governor made liberal use of, and i
proportion became more profuse of bis solivitations and pre-
mises. My answers were to this purpose ; that my circom-
stances, thanks to God, were such as to make proprietary
favors unnecessary to me; and that being a member of the
assembly I could not possibly accept of any ; that howeverl
had no personal enmity to the proprictary, and that whenever
the public measures he proposed, should appear to be for the
good of the people, no one would espouse and forward them
more zealously than myself; my past opposition had been
founded em this, that the measurcs which having heen urged
were evidently intended to scrve the proprietary interest
. with great prejudice to that of the people. That I was mach
obliged to him (the governor) for his profession of regard
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to me, and that he might rely on every thing in my power to
render his administration as easy to him as possible, hoping
at the same time that he had not brought with him the same
unfortunate instructions his predecessors had been hampered
with. On this he dirl not then explain himselt, but when he af-
terwards came to do business with the assembly, they appear~
ed again, the digputcs were renewed, and I was as active as
ever in the opposition, being the penman, first of the request
to have a communication of the instructions, and then of the
remarks upon them, which may be found in the Votes of the
Times, and in the HisToricar Reviews | afterwards pub-
lished; but between us personally no enmity arose, we were
‘often together; he was a man of letters, had seen much of
the world, and was enterta ning and pleasing in conversa-
tion. He gave me information that my old friend Ralph, was
till alive, that he was esteeined one of the best political wri-
‘ters in England ; had been employed in the dispute between
prince Frederick, and the king, and had obtained a pension
of three hundred pounds a-year; that his reputation was in-
deed small as a poet, Pope having damned his poetry in the
Danciad; but his prose was thought as good as any man’s.

* The assembly finally finding the proprietary obstinately per-
sisted in sharkl.ng the deputies with instructions, inconsistent
not only with the privilezesof the people, but with the service of
the crown, resolved to petition the king against them, and ap-
pointed me their agent to go over to England, to present
and support the petition. The house had sent up a bill to the
‘governor, granting a sum of sixty thousand pounds for the
king’s use, (ten thousand pounds of which was subjected to
the orders of the then gmeml, lord Loudon,) which the
governor, in compliance with his instructions absolutely re-
fused to pass. I had agreed with captain Morris, of the
packet at New York, for my passage, and my stores were
put on board; when lord Loudon, arrived at Philadelphia,
expressly as he told we, to endeavor an accommodation be-

— ——————]
& See Vol. II. of this edition.
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tween the governor and assembly, that his majesty’s sen
vice might not be obstructed by their dissentions. Accerd-
mgly he desired the governor and myself to meet bim, that
he might hear what was to be said on"both sides. Wemet
" and discussed the busincss: in behalf of the assembly,
arged the various arguments that may be found in the public
papers of that time, which were of my writing, and are
printed with the minutes of the assembly; and the governor
pleaded his instructions, the bond he hud given to cheerve
them, and his ruin if he disobeyed ; yet seemed not unwillisg
to hazard himself if lord Loudon would advise it. This bis
lordship did not chuse to do, though I once thought I bad
nearly prevailed with bim to do it; but finally he rather
chose to urge the compliance of the assembly; and be in-
treated me to use my endeavors with them for that purposs
declaring that he would spare none of the king’s troops for
the defence of our frontiers, and that if we did net continuete
provide for that defence ourselves, they must remain exposed
to the enemy. I acquainted the bouse with what had pased,
"and presenting them with a set of resalutions I had dram
up, declaring our rights, that we did not relinquish oar chia
to thoge rights, but only suspended the exercise of them on
this occusion, through force, against which we protested; they
* at length agreed to drop that bill, and frame another conforn.
ably to the proprietary instructions; this of course the gover-
nor passed, and I was then at liberty to proceed on my voy
age. But in the mean time the packet had sailed with my sed
stores, which was some loss to me, and my only recompenst
was his lordship’s thanka for my service; all the creditd
obtaining the accommodation falMing to his share,

He eet out for New York before me; and as the time for
dispatching the packet-boats was in his disposition, and there
were two then remaining there, one of which, he said was i
exil very soon, I requested to know the precise time, thit]
might not miss her, by any delay of mine, The answer ¥i%
#s ] have given out that she is to sail on Saturday next, bst
I may let you know, entre nows, that if you are there bY
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Monday morning, you will be in time*but do not delay long-
er!” By some accidental hindrance at a ferry, it was Mon.
day noon before 1 arrived, and I was much afraid she might
bave sailed, as the wind was fair; bat I was soon wade easy
by the information that she was still in the harbor, and
would not move till next day. One would imagine that I was
now on the very point of departing for Europe; 1 thought so,
but I was not then so well acquainted with his lordship’s cha-
racter, of which indecision was one of the strongest features;
Ishall give some instances. It was about the beginning of
April, that I came to New York, and I think it was near
the end of June before we sailed. There were then twe of
the packet-boats which had-been long in readiness, but were
detained for the general’s letters, which were always to be
ready to-morrow. Another packet arrived, she too was de-
tained, and béfore we sailed a fourth was expected. Ours was .
the first to be dispatched; as having been there longest.
Passengeirs were engaged for all, and some extremely impa-
tient to be gone, and the merchants uneasy about their let-
ters, and for the orders they had given for insurance (it be~
ing wartime) and for autumnal goods; but their anxiety
availed nothing, his lordship’s letters were not ready: and yet
whoever waited on him found him always at his desk, pen in _
band, and ‘concluded he must needs write abundantly. Going
myself one morning to pay my respects, I found in his anti.
chamber, one Innis, a messenger of Philadelphia, who had
come thence express, with a packet from governor Denny,
for the general. He delivered to me some letters from my
friends there, which occasioned my inquiring when he wasto
return, and where he lodged, that I might send some letters
by him. He told me he was ordered to call to-morrow at
nine for the general’s answer to the governor, and should set
off immediately; I put my letters into his hands the same-
day. A fortnight after I met him again in the same place.
#80 you ave soon returned, Innis!”” ¢« Returned; no, I am
ot gome yet.” “wa?”lhtvecdlodhoretbludm
Yor. L. z
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moruing these two webks past for his lordship’s letters, and
they are not yet ready.” « Is it possible, whea he is so great
a writer ; for I see him constantly at bis escritoir.” « Yes,”
said Innis, ¢ but he is like 8t. George, on the signs, alwep
en horseback but never rides on.”” This observation of the
‘messenger was it seems well founded ; for when in England,
1 understood, that Mr. Pitt, (aterwards lord Chatbam,) gave
it as one reason for removing this general, and sending gem-
rals. Amherst and Woll, that the minister never heard from
him, and could not know what he was doing.

This daily expectation of sailing, and all the three packets
going down to Sandy Hook, to join the fleet there, the passes-
- gers thought it best to be on board, lest by a sudden order,
the ships should sail, and they be left behind. There, if I remen-
ber, we were about six weeks, consuming our sea stores, md
abliged to procure more. At length the fleet sailed, the gene-
ral and all his army on board bound to Louisburg, with in-
tent to besiege and take that fortress; all the packet-bosts ia
company, ordered to attend the general’s ship, ready to receive
his dispatches when they should be ready. We were oat fire
days before we got a letter with leave to part; and then our
ship quitted the fleet and steered for England. TFhe other two
packets he still detained, carried them with him to Halifus;
where he staid some time to exercise his men in sham attacks
upon sham forts; then altered his mind as to besieging Louis-
barg, and returned to New York, with all his troops, to-
gether with the two packets abovementioned, and all their
passengers! Daring his absence the French and savages bsd
taken Fort George, on the frontier of that province, ad
the Indians had massacred many of the garrison after caph
tulation. I saw afterwards in London, captain Bound, wh
cemmanded one of those packets; he told me that when be
had been detained & month, he acquainted his lordship that
his ship was grown foul, to a degree that must necesssrly
hinder her fast sailing, (a point of consequence for a packel-
beat,) and requested an aflowance of time to heave her W78
and clean her bottom. His lordship asked how Jong time thst




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 171

would roquire. He answered three days. The general replied,
“if you can do it in one duy, I give leave; otherwise not;
for yem must certainly sail the day after to-morrow.” 8o he
nover obta.ned leuve, though detained afterwards from day to
day during full tiree months. I saw also in London, one of
Bonell’s passongers, who was so enraged against his lord-
ship for deceiving and detaining him so long at New York,
snd then carrying bim to Halifax and back again, that he
swore he would sue him for damages. Whether he did or
mot I mever heard; but as he represented it, the injury to his
affairs was very counsiderable. On the whole, 1 wondered
mach how such a man came to be intrusted with so important
a business as the conduct of a great army: but having since
seon mere of the great world, and the means of obtaining, and
motives for giving places and employments, my wonder is di-
minished. General Shirley, on whom the command of the army
devolved upon the death of Braddock, would in my opinion,
¥ centinued in place, have made a much better campaign
than that of Loudon, in 1756, which was frivolons, expensive
and disgracefal to our nation beyond conception. For though
Shirley was not bred a soldier, he was sensible and sagacious
in himself, and attentive to good advice from others, capable
of ferming judicious plans, and quick and active in carrying
them into execution. Loudon, instead of defending the colo-
nies with his great army, left them totally exposed, while he
paraded idly at Halifax; by which means Fort George was
Jost; besides, he deranged all our mercantile operations, and
distressed our trade by a long embargo on the exportation of
previsions, en pretence of keeping supplies from being ob-
tained by the enemy, but in reality for beating down their
price in favor of the contractors, in whose profits, it was
said, (perhaps from suspicion only,) he had a share; and
when at length the embargo was taken off, neglecting to send
notice of it to Charleston, where the Carolina flect was de-
tained near three months; and whereby their bottoms were
80 much damaged by the worm, that a great part of them foun-
dered in their passage home. Shirley was, I believe, sincerely



173 ’ MEMOIRS OF

glad of being relieved from so burthensome a charge, as the
conduct of an army must-be to a man unacquainted with mi-
litary business. 1 was at the entertainment given by the city
of New York, to lord Loudon, on his taking upon him the
command. Shirley, though thereby superseded, was presest
also. There was a great company of officers, citizens; and
strangers, andsomechairs having been borrowed in the neigh-
borhood, there was one among them very low, which fell to
the lot of Mr. Shirley. I sat by him, and perceiving it, I
said, they have given you a very low seat. <« No matter, Mr.
Franklin, said he, I find a low seat the easiest.”

‘While I was, as beforementioned, detained at New York,
X received all the accounts of the provisions, &c., that I had
furnished to Braddock, some of which accounts could notsoos-
er be obtained from the different persons I had employed to
assist in the business; I presented them to Lord Loudon, de-
siring to be paid the balance. He caused them to be examined
by the proper officer, who after comparing every article with
its voucher, certified them to be right; and his lordship pro-
mised to give me an order on the paymaster for the balance
due to me. This was however put off from time to time, and
though I called often for it by appointment, I did not get it.
At length, just before my departure, he told me he had on
better consideration coucluded not to mix his accounts with-
those of his predecessors. ¢!And you, said he, when in Eng-
land, have only to exhibit your accounts to the treasury, and
you .will be paid immediately.” I mentioned, but without
effect, a great and unexpected expense I had boen put to by
being detained so long at New York, as a reason for my de-
siring to he presently paid; and on my observing that it was
not right I should be put to any furtber trouble or delay in
obtaining the money I had advanced, as I charged no com-
mission for my service; « 0,” said he, « you must not think
of persuading us that you are no gainer: we understand bet-
tor those matters, and know that every one concerned in sup-
plying the army, finds means in the doing it to fill his own
packets.” I assured him that was not my case, and that I had
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wot pocketed a farthing: bat be appeared clearly not to believe
me; and indeed I afterwards learned that immense fortunes
are often made in such employments: as to my balance I am

mot paid it to this day; of which more hereafter.

. Our captain of the packet boasted much before we sailed

of the swiftness of his ship; unfortunately when we came to

sea, she proved the dullest of ninety-six sail, to his no small
mortification. After inany conjectures respecting the cause,
when we were near another ship, almost as dull as ours,
which however gained upon us, the captain ordered all hands
to come aft and staud as ncar the ensign staff as possible.

‘We were, passengers included, about forty persons; while we
stood there the ship mended her pace, and soon left ber neigh-
bor far behind, which proved clearly what our captain sus-
pected, that she was loaded too much by the head. The casks
of water it seems had been placed forward; these he therefore
erdered to be moved further aft, on which the ship récovered
her character, and proved the best sailer in the fieet. The
captain said she had onhce gone at the rate of thirteen knots,
which is accounted thirteen miles per hour. We had on board”
as a passenger, captain Archibald Kennedy,b of the royal
navy, who contended that it was impossible, and that no ship
ever sailed so fast, and that there must have been some er-
ror in the division of the log-line, or some mistake in heaving
the log. A wager ensued between the two captains, to be de-

cided when there should be sufficient wind: Kennedy, there.
fore examined the log-linc, and being satistied with it, he

determined to throw the log himself. Some days after when

the wind was very fair and fresh, and the captain of the
packet (Lutwidge) said, he believed she then went at the rate

- of thirteen knots; Kennedy made the experiment, and owned

his wager lost. The foregoing fact I give for the sake of the

following observation: it bas been remarked as an imperfec-

tion in the art of ship-building, that it can never be known till

® Since ear] of Cassilis; father of the present earl, 1817.
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she is tried, whether a new ship will, or will not be a good
sailer; for that the model of a good sailing ship has been ex-
actly followed in a new one, which has been proved on the
contrary remarkably dull. I apprehend that this may partly
be occasioned by the different opinions of seamen respecting
the modes of loading, rigging, and sailing of a ship; each has
his method, and the same vessel laden by the method and or-
ders of one captain, shall sail worse than when by the orders
of another. Besides, it scarce ever happens that a shipis
formed, fitted for the sea, and sailed by the same person; one
man builds the hull, another rigs her, a third loads and sails
ber. No one of these has the advantage of knowing all the
ideas and experience of the others, and therefore cansot
draw just conclusions from a combination of the whole, Even
in the simple operation of sailing when at sea, I have oftes
observed different judgmenits in the officers who commanded
the successive watches, the wind being the same. One would
bave the sails trimmed sharper or flatter than another, so that
they seemed to have no certain rale to govern by. Yet |
think a set of experiments might be instituted, fiest to deter
mine the most proper form of the hull for swift sailing: sext
the best dimensions and properest place for the masts; thea
the form and quantity of sails, and their posijtion as the winds
may be; and lastly, the disposition of the lading. This isan
age of experiments, and I think a set accurately made asd
combined would be of great use.

Wo were several times chased in our passnge, but outsailed
every thing; and in thipty days had soundings. We had 8
good observation, and the captain judged himself so near our
port, (Falmouth) that if we made a good run in the night
we might be off the mouth of that harbor in the morning;
and by running in the night might escape the notice of the
enemy’s privateers, who often cruised near the entrance of
the Channel. Accordingly all the sail was set that we coshd
possibly carry, and the wind being very fresh and fair, W
stood right before it, and made great way. Tho captaif
after his observation, shaped his course, as he thought, 80 »
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to pass widé of the Scilly rocks; but it seems there is some-
times & strong current setting up St. George’s Channel,
which formerly caused the loss of sir Cloudesley Shovel’s
squadron (in 1707): this was probably also the cause of
what happened to us. We had a watchman placed in the bow,
to whom they often called, « Look well out before there;” and
be as often answered, «Jye, aye;” but perbaps had his eyes
sbut, and was half asleep at the time; they sometimes an-
swering, as is said, mechanically; for he did not see a light
just before us, which had been hid by the studding sails from
the man at the helm, and from the rest of the watch, but by
an accidental yaw of the ship was discovered, and occasioncd

a great alarm, we being very near it; the light appearing to

me as large as a cart wheel. It was midnight, and our cap-
tain fast asleep; but captain Kennedy, jumping upon deck,
and seeing the danger, ordered the ship to wear round, all
sails ‘standing; an operation dangerous to the masts, but it
carried us clear, and we avoided shipwreck, for we were
running fast on the rocks on which the light was erected.
This deliverance impressed me strong with the utility of light-
honses, and made me resolve to encourage the building some
of them in America, if I should live to retarn thither.

In the morning it was found by the soundings, &c., that
we were near our port, but a thick fog hid the land from our
sight. About nine o’clock the fog began to rise, and seemed
to be lifted up from the water, like the curtain of a theatre,
discovering underneath the town of Falmouth, the vessels in
the harbor, and the fields that surroand it. This was a pleas-
ing spectacle to those who had been long without any other
prospect than the uniform view of a vacant ocean! and it
gave us the more pleasure, as we were now free from the
anxieties which had arisen.e

*In a letter from Dr. Franklin to his wife, dated at ¥Falmouth, the 17th
July, 1757, after giving her a similar account of his voyage, escape, and
laading; he adds, “ The bell ringing for church, we went thither imme.
diately, and with hearts full of gratitude, returned sincere thanks to God

\



176 © MEMOIRS OF

I set out immediately, with my son,® for London, and we
only stopped a little by the way to view Stonehenge, on Salis-
bury plain; and lord Pembroke’s house aud gardens, with
the very curious antiquities at Wilton.

‘We arrived in London, the 27th July, 1757,

for the mercies we had received: were I a Roman Catholic, perhaps I
should on this occasion vow to build a chapel to some saint; but as Iam
not, if 1 were to vow at all, it should be to build a light-house” * '

¢ William Franklin, afterwards governor of New Jersey.

END OF PART 1I.
—
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PART III.

THAT profound observer of men and manners, lord Ba-
con, hath observed on the advantages of Biographical writing
over ather branches of historical composition, that « History
of times representeth the magnitude of actions, and the pub-
lic faces or deportments of persons, and passeth over in si-
leace the smaller passages and motions of men and matters.
But such being the workmanship of God, 3s he doth hang
the greatest weights upon the smallest wires, maxima ¢ mi-
simis suspendens; it comes therefore to pass, that such histo-
ries do rather set forth the pomp of business, than the true
and inward resorts thereof. But Lives if they be well writ-
ten, propounding to themselves a person to represent, in whom
actions both greater and smaller, public and private, have a
commixture, must of necessity contain a more true, native, ‘
and lively representation.” Of the truth of this sagacious re-
mark, a more convincing evidence can hardly be adduced
than the memoirs which Dr. Franklin hath left of himself;
and the reader has to lament, that when the author resumed
his narrative, at the request of some intelligent friends, he
did it under the inconvenience of public business, and at a
distance from his papers; but the greatest matter of regret
is, that he did not bring the history of his own times down
through the stormy and eventful period in which he made so
conspicuous a figure, near to the close of his illustrious and
exemplary career. Great light and much curious and inte-
resting information respecting the same, may however be
collected from his ¢ Private and Political Comsyondcncc,”
forming a sequel to these memoirs.

- VOL. I. Aa
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The necessity of pursuing the narration with chronologi-

cal precision is obvious and imperative, but the only matter
for concern is the indispensable obligation of changing the
style of the relation from the dignity of the first person
which diffuses exqul’site beauty and gives peculiar energy bo
the preceding parts of the history. This however will in
some instances be avoided, Dr. Franklin having left, (writ-
ten by himself ) several separate relations of events, or cir-
cumstances in which he was particularly concerned; thess,
together with some of his letters, elucidating similar objects,
will be inserted (in his own language) in their proper places;
which he probably would himself have done, had he lived to .
complete the narrative of his Life: Where however this re-
source is wanting, all that remains to be done is to adhere
scrupulously to the verity of facts and to the evidence of at-
thorities ; with as close an attention to the simplicity of the
preceding pages as may be, without falling into the error of
servile imitation. _
" It will be proper here to enter into some detail on the state
of Pennsylvania, at the period when the voyage to Englad
took place, of which an account is given at the close of the
last part of the author’s own Memoir; because as he was
obliged to trust solely to his memory, some slight inaccars-
cies escaped him, that would otherwise have becn avoided.

In January, 1757, the house of assembly voted a bill for
granting to his majesty the sum of one hundred thousand
pounds by a tax on all the estates, real and personal, and fax
ables, within the province; but on submitting it to governot |
Denny for his sanction, he refused it in a message, which
among other remarkable observations, contained the followis§
avowal of his subservience to the Penn family. ¢« The proprie- |
taries are willing their estates should be taxed in the manne
that appears to them to be reasonable, and agreeable to the
land tax acts of parliament in our mother country. I am not
inclined to enter into any dispute with you on the subjects
since it cannot be decided on this side the water; nor canl
see what good end it can answer, as the proprietaries hav
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positively enjoined me, not to pass any bill that is against
their instruction. As his majesty’s service, and the defence
of this province, render it necessary to raise immediate sup-
plies, I must earnestly recommend it to you to frame such a
bill as it is in my power to pass, consistent with my honor
and my\ engagements to the proprietaries, which 1 am per-
suaded you will not desire me to violate. I have some amend-
meats to propose to particular parts of the bill now before me,
which I shall comomunicate to you, as soon as I know whether
you determine to prepare a new bill, free from the objection
I have abovementioned.” Upon this the howse of assembly
came to a resolution which was digested in the form of a re-
monstrance, by Mr. Franklin, as the internal evidence of
the language plainly demonstrates. It was as follows:

¢ The representatives of the freemen of Pennsylvania, in
general assembly met, do hereby humbly remonstrate to your

~ bonor, that the proprietaries professed willingness to be taxed,
. meationed by your honor, in your message of Tuesday last,

canbe intended only to amase and deceive their superiors;
since they have in their instructions excepted all their quit-.

. rents, located unimproved lands, purchase-money at interest,

and in short, so much of their vast estate, as to reduce their
tax, as far as appears to us, below that of a common farmer

e tradesman.

“That though the proprietaries instructions are by no
means laws in this province, we have so far complied with
them, as to confine the sum given to be raised in one year.
Aund had we complied with them in the other particulars, the

- raising any thing near the sum required by the present exi-
. gencies of the province, would be absolutely impossible.

“That the apparent necessity of so large a sum for his

.~ Wajeaty’s service, and the defence of this his province, found-
- ¢l upon the governor’s own estimate, has obliged us to an
. effort beyond our strength, being assured, that hundreds of
| families must be distressed to pay this tax.

“That we bave, in the due exercise of our just rights by

. theroyal and provincial charters, and the laws of this pro-
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vince, and as an English representative body, framed this
bill, consistent with those rights.

« That the bill is agreeable to justice and equity with re-
gard to the proprietaries, and is not repugnant to the laws
of our mother country, bat as nearly agreeable thereto asour
different circumstances will permit; nor is it contrary fo any
royal instruction whatéver. That great as the sum is, asd
hard fer this people to pay, we frecly offer it to our gracios
king for his service, and the defence of this colony from his
majesty’s enemies.

«That the proprietaries refusing to permit us to prat
money to the crown in }Ius time of war, and imminent dan-
ger to the province, unless we will consent thus to exempt
their estates from the tax, we conceive to be injurious to the
interests of the crown, and tyrannical with regard to the
people.

¢¢ That we do further humbly conceive, neither the propei-
etaries, nor any other power on earth, ought to interfore be-
tween us and our sovereign, either to modify, or refase or
free gifts and grants for his majesty’s service.

¢ That though the governor may be under obligations %
the proprietaries, we conceive he is under greater tothe
crown, and to the people he is appointed to govern; to pre-
mote the service of the former, preserve the rights of the
latter, and protect them from their cruel enemies.
~ ¢ We do, therefore, in the name of our most gracioes 8-
vereign, and in behalf of the distressed people we represet,
unanimously DEMAND it of the governor as our r1eHT, thatbe
give his assent to the bill we now present him, for grast-
ing to his majesty one hundred thousand pounds for thed-
fence of this province, (and as it is a money-bill, withost sl
teration or amendment, any instructions whatsoever fromth
proprietaries notwithstanding) as he will answer to thecrown
for all the consequences of his refasal at his peril.

(Signed by order of the house)
. ISAAC NORRIS, Speaker.
January 28, 1757.
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This spirited remonstrance, in which it might be almost
said that argument and satire are blended, failed to produce
_any other effect upon the governor than of confirming his
refusal, and of drawing from him a labored justification,
groanded upon parliamentary usage in England, and the sup-
posed hardship of taxing the unimproved lands of the pro-
prietaries. His objections were replied to seriatim by the
house, and at considerable length, but with that perspicuity
for which Franklin was ever distinguished. At the conclusion
it was ¢ ordered, February 28, 1757, that Mr. Roberdeau
and Mr. Yorke do wait upon the governor with the bill for
graoting one hundred thousand pounds for the defence of the
province, and acquaint him, that upon receiving his honor’s
message of the 12th instant, sent down with our last supply
bill, the committee to whom that message was referred, have
reported fully upon all the objections against that bill, which,
after mature deliberation, the house have approved, and find
those objections are rather excuses for not passing the bill,
than reasons against it:—That the bill itself is only a sup-
plement to an act, which, after a full hearing before the lords
of trade, has very lately received the royal assent; and we
confined ourselves to that act, with as few alterations as pos.
sible, apprehending the bill would e free from all objections
under the royal sanction so lately obtained :—That by the es-
timate the governor laid before us this session, he computes
the sum of one hundred and twenty-seven thousand pounds
a8 neceasary to be raised for the defence of the province in
the ensuing year; and yet upon the most exact computation
we have been able to make, no more than thirty thousand
pounds could be raised upon the province in one year by his
restricted powers, and not one-third of his proposed estimate,
by the addition of all the other measures he has proposed, if
the house were so insensible of the duty they owe to their
constituents as to take their money laws from him only:—
That thercfore we desire to know his finul result upon this
bill, which we once more send up for bis concurrence; and if
be should, notwithstanding, continue to refuse his assent to
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it as it now stands, we must refer it to his honor to pay the
forces by him raised, or to disbaud thewm, as he shall judge
be can best answer for his conduct to his majesty, whose co-
lony we apprehend to be in imminent danger, and for the de
fence whereof we bave in vain endeavored to make the ne
cessary provision as far as lay in our power.”

Great events it has been frequently observed spring from
little causes, and though the contest between the governor
and the assembly of Pennsylvania was far from being init-

" self of trivial import, considering the variety of interests

which it involved, yet as being a local and private concern, no
extensive consequences could reasonably have been expectedto
flow from it. To the philosophical historian, however, who
watches the influence of casual occurrences upon the actions
and opinions of eminent men, it will appear more than pro-
bable, that this struggle for an equalization of rights in one
province, led the way, or at least incidentally prepared the

. people of America for a more general resistance to arbitrary

impositions. The refusal of the proprietaries to take their
part of the public burthens, while thcy enjoyed all the in-
creasing advantages resulting from the security thereby al-
forded, brought questions under discussion which might other-

‘wise have lain dormant. Certain it is that these disputes, by

calling the energetic mind of Benjamin Franklin into a new
field of inquiry, and clothing him with the diplomiatic cha-
racter, enlarged the sphere of his observation, and fitted bim
for those extraordinary services in which he acquired the
greatest glory by contributing to that of his country.

On his arrival in England he found, that innumerable and
weighty obstacles were thrown in his way, by the art and in-
dustry of those who had an interest in prejudicing the public
mind against the force of his representations. For this pur-
pose tho newspapers were constantly supplied with para-
graphs, under the form of Intelligence from Pennsylvania, but
in reality manufactured in London, and conveying gross re-
flections upon the assembly and the inhabitants of the pro-
vince, who were described as actuated by selfish motives snd
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e refractory spirit, because they persisted in withstanding
the claim of the propietaries to an exemption from that tax-
ation which was necessary to the defence of their own estates.
To increase the mortification of the provincial agent, he saw
that the people were so little acquainted with the internal
condition of the colonies, as almost to regard with indiffer-
ence any complaint of grievances which issued thence. Be-
sides this, the public attention being fixed upon the progress
" of the war in Germany, rendered it a still more arduous task
to remove the impressions produced by interested individuals,
against the equitable claims of the inhabitants of a settle-

ment in another part of the world, If to these formidable -

impediments be added the natural reluctance of government
to interpose in local disputes, arising from the ambiguity, or
“even the abuse of royal grants, it will be seem that the re-
presentative of the Pennsylvania assembly had more to dis-
hearten than to encourage him in the mission which had been
entrusted to his zeal and management. Considering the com-
plexion of European politics at that period, and the superior
influencé of those with whom he had to negotiate or contend,
his situation was of a description that would have depressed
men of vigorous intellect and of the most enlarged experi-
ence in the intrigues of public business. But it was well per-
haps for the immediate benefit of the particular province to
which he stood related, and also for the future advantage of
the American states, that these difficulties occurred, as they
not only brought into exercise the powers of him who was
fitted to overcome them, but laid the foundation of connex-
ions and improvements that in all probaballty would not other-
Wwise bave taken place.

One of the first objects attended to by Dr. Franklin, was
the current of public opinion on the concern in which he was
peculiarly interested, and to observe the means adopted to
give that opinion a bias unfavorable to the cause which he

- bad to support. Finding that the press was employed for this
purpose, he resolved to avail himself of the same source of
information, and fully aware of his own strength, no less
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than of the justice of what he defended, he entertained the
confident assurance of being able to refute calumny by facts,
and to correct the errors arising from misrepresentation by .
simple and conclusive reasoning. s

- An opportunity soon offcred to.bring the subject fairly be-
fore the public, in consequence of the insertion of an artice
in a paper called the ¢« Citixen, or General Advertiser,” stat-
ing that recent letters from Philadelphia brought dreadful a-
counts of the ravages committed by the Indians on thein-
habitants of the back provinces; and that notwithstanding
these crucitics the disputes between the governor and the
assembly were carried on ta as great a height as ever, the
messages on both sides being expresaed in terms which gave
very little hopes of a reconciliation. The intelligence thea
went into particulars, by saying the bill to raise money was
clogged, so as to prevent the governor from giving his cor-
sent to it; and that the obstinacy of the Quakers in the as-
sembly was such, that they would in no shape alter it ; so thut
while the enemy was in the hear! of the country, cavils pr-
vented any thing being done for its relief. The evident ob-
ject of this paragraph was to create general indignatios
against the assembly, by making it appear that the members
of it were of so factious a disposition as to sacrifice the we-
fare of their country for the gratification of private ends
and so dead to all the finer feclings ol humanity as to abar
don their helpless fellow-creatures to suvage ferocity, rather
than lay aside their particular differences. 1t did not require
the sagacity of Benj€min Franklin to discover that this fr
brication originated in a spirit of alarm occasioned by the it
cumstance that an accredited agent on the part of the provint
was in London; but reflecting that, as such, it did not become
him on the one hand to enter upon the public discussion of
the concern which he was employed to bring to an amicshle
conclusion, nor on the other to preserve an absolute silenct)
which might prove detrimental to the interests of those who®
he represented, he therefore judiciously caused a reply, bear: '
ing the name of his son, to be inserted in the same journsl; ‘
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from which he had the satuﬁwt:on of seeing it tra.nsplanted
into other papers of greater importance and more extensive
circulation. In this letter, dated from the Penunsylvanin coffee
bouse, London, September 16, 1757, the author repels the
insinuation thrown out against one province, as if it quies-
cently syffered more from jhe Indians than any other, by
shewing that the contrary was the fact, and that the rest: of
the colonies were as much exposed to savage depredation as
Pennsylvania. In the next place he obscrves, that the inhabi-
tants on the frontiers of that province were not Quakers, and
that so far from entertaining the passive principles of thid
sect, they were supplied with arms, and had frequently re-
pelled the enemy. On the subject of the disputes so invidi-
ously mentioned in the pretended news, it was shewn that
they were occasioned chiefly by new instructions or commands
sent from England, forbidding the governors to sanction any
laws imposing taxes for the defence of the country, unless the
proprietary estate, or much the greatest part of it, was ex-
empted from the burthen. With respect to the Quakers, who
had becn represented as the instigators of the contention, the
author of the letter satisfactorily proved, by the adduction of
facts, that they constituted but a swmall part of the existing-
population of the province, and were no more active in the
disputes than the rest of the inhabitants, who, with the excep-
tion of the proprietary officers and their dependants, had joineéd
in opposing the instructions and contending for their rights.
In farther vindication of the Quakers it was observed, that
notwithstanding their scruple about bearing arms, they had
contributed largely for the defence of the country; and that,
to prevent any obstruction in the assembly from their pecaliar
opinions, they had for the most part declined sitting in the as-
sembly, Having thus cleared unfounded objections, and illibe-
ral aspersions, the letter proceeded to a statistical account of
the province, and of the spirit of the people, from which.the
British public might see that every thing had been done there'
tosécute the frontier and to protect the trade of the nelgh- :
Vor. 1. B b
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boring governments, without any contributions, either from
those colonies or the mother country.

This paper was well adapted to draw the attention of think-
ing men to the real state of Pennsylvania, and the nature of
the grievances complained of by the great body of its inhabi-
tants, whose misfortane it was to have their cause Jittle u-
‘derstood, where only they had to look for a remedy. Tore-

so- fully before the public as to render all the arts of misre-
presentation no longer availing to the selfish purposes of a8
interested party, Mr. Franklin, while engaged in negotiation -
with the proprietaries, employed his leisure hours in drawisg
up a minute account of the province for general informatios.
The necessity of such a publication was obvious from the in-
sidious attempts made, through various journals, to blacken
the inhabitants of Pennsylvania with the foul charges of is-
gratitude to the founder of that colony, injustice to its presest
proprietors, and even disaffection to the parent country. Mr.
Franklin saw with concern that this delusion prevailed b
such a degree as to give him little chance of success in the
object of his mission, until he could dispel the cloud of pre-
judice that craft had raised, and convince the British nation
of the wrong which it countenanced, through ignorance sad
eredulity. But knowing that it is in the nature of discussios
to elicit truth, and of perseverance to defeat falsehood, be
reselved to publish a volume that should attract notice by the
manner of its composition, and produce effect by the impor-
tance. of the matter which it contained. With this view be
began to trace the history of the province from its primary
settiement, and to exhibit the varionis changes which it bad
progressively undergene in the form of its government. Hav-
iug sketched higgdesign, he found that it grew upon bis bands
aa it not only obliged him to-enter minutely into the detail of
facts and the adduction of records, but to illustrate them by i
explanations and to apply them by reflections. This perforn-
ance appeared at the beginning of 1759, with the title o
<.n Historical Review of the Constitution and Governmert
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of Pennsylvania from its origin; so far as regards the several
points of controversy which have from time to time arisen be-
fween the several governors of Pennsylvania and their several
assemblies. Founded on authentic documents.” To which was pre-
fixed this motto: « Those who give up essential liberty to pur-
chase a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safe-
ty.” This work was necessarily anonymous; and the strict-
est circumspection appears to have been observed in regard
t the author, who being at that time employed in negotiat-
ing with the proprietarieg, as well as in bringing the business
before the privy council, could not well publish any state-
mont of the matters under discussion in his own name. The
« Review,” therefore, long passed as the production of James
Ralph, the historian, who baving long resided in Philadel-
phia, and being generally known as' a political writer, was
the more easily believed to have taken this deep interest in
the concerns of a province with which he was well acquaint-
ed. There is little doubt indeed that this ascription of the
book to Ralph, was a matter perfectly agreeable to the real
anthor, if not actually concerted by him, for the purpose of
diverting the attention of those persons who, from interested
motives and resentment, might have been disposed to repre-
sent his appeal to the public as an injury to individuals, and
an insult offered to government. Mr. Franklin was aware,
that his mission excited jealousy, and that his conduct would
therefore be closely watched, in order to take the advantage
of any inadvertencies which he might commit. While, there-
fore, he saw the expediency of setting the nation right on the
subject in dispute, in order to justify the colonists on the one.
hiand, and to reduce the extravagant claims of those who.
lorded it over them on the other; he was careful to do this
in such a manner as should not give offence to any party. At
present the internal character of the book is too strongly
marked to mislead any one that is at all conversant with the,
style of Franklin; but when it originally appeared, his re-

—

* This historical review forms Vol. IL of this edition.
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putation as & writer was not sufficiently established to render
the discovery easy by the simple test of literary compositien.
Such, however, were its attractions in this respect, that not-
withstanding the pecaliar aridity of the subject, the work
gained public notice, and was distinguished by the approbs-
tion of these who were most competent to decide upon its
‘merits. '

The dedication to Arthur Onslow, the vencrable speaker
of the house of commons, would alone be sufficient to ascer-

tain the hand whence the review proceeded; for, independest |
of its epigrammatic turns and general terseness, it bresthes

the language of a person acting by the authority of the pro-
vincialists, whose cause he so powerfully ploaded.

That introduction will be found in page xxxiii of the se-
cond volume of this edition; and a sprightly dedicatios in
page xv. This review abounds with original and vigoross
ideas—s¢ Power like water is ever working its way; and
wherever it can find or make an opening, is altogether 8
prone to overflow whatever is subject to it: and though mat-
ter of right overlooked pay be reclaimed and restored
any time, it cannot be too soon reclaimed and restored.”

A writer who was a contemporary, speaking of this « B
view,” says, ¢ Pennsylvania had in our author a most zeal
ous and able advocate. His sentiments are manly, libera)
and spirited. His style close, nervous, and rhetorical. By s
forcible display of the oppression of his clients, he inclines

the reader to pity their condition, and by an enumerationd

their virtues he endeavors to remove the idea, which may be
entertained of their unimportance; and that, abstracted frod
their consideration in a political light, they claim our re
hy reason of their own personal merits.”

"Fhe publication, though anonymous, undoubtcdly produced
a considerable cffect; and by bringing the grievances of the
colonists closely under the considerat on of the British pablit
tended materially to facilitate the object of the author and
even to enlarge his views with regard to the inconveniencé
of the proprietary government, Finding that the family o
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the founder would not relax in their demands, and that the
publication of this explicit statement had exasperated them
in no ordinary degree, the agent for the province brought the
cause of his clients in the shape of a petition before the privy
coancil. Such indeed was his activity, and so confident were
the provincialists of the success of their cause in his hands,
that during his residence in England the assembly passed a
law for the imposition of a tax, in which no exemption was
made in favor of the proprietary estates. This bill received
the assent of governor Denny, which plainly evinced, that
the governor felt not only the reasonableness of .the measure
itself, but the certainty that bis employers must soon yield
to the persevering cfforts of their opponents. The proprieta-
ries, on receiving the intelligence of this advance in the cause
of independence, exerted themselves to prevent the royal
sanction from being given to the money-bill which their own
governor bad pasecd, but which they represented as subver-
sive of their chartered rights, and tending to ruin themselves
and their posterity, by bringing upon them all the expenses
necessary for the defence and support of the province. The
cause, hewewer, procecded before the lords of the council,
and though the Penn. family did not want powerful support,
and very able advocates, such was the force of simple truth
and the evidence of plain facts, that the agent of the colony
soon perceived the advantage which had been gained by his
prodent management and seasonable publication. After some
delay and much tedious discussion, a propesal of accommo-
dation was made on the part of the proprietaries, that Mr.
Franklin should engage for his employers not to assess the
estates in question beyond their due proportion. Ta this pro-
position no objection, could be offered, for it in fact conceded
the very ground of litigation, and established by consent
of the contending parties and under the authority of govern-
_ ment, all the rights to which the inhabitants of Pennsylvania
laid claim, and of which they had been so long deprived.
This termination of the controversy brought the abilities of
Franklin into full exercise, and the engagement into which
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he entered was so scrupulously fulfilled, as to raise him in ﬂn

. estimation of those persons who had for a considerable time
looked upon him with jealousy, and considered him as inimi.
cal to their interests. The conspicuous light in which this
business placed his- talents and intégrity sufficiently appear-
ed, indeed, by the circumstance, that when the conclusion of
the dispute became known in America, the colonies of Mas-
sachusetts, Maryland, and Georgia, were anxious to have
him for their agent in England; which appointment suiting
his views and connexions was readily accepted, and as ho-
norably discharged.

His conduct, however, in the Pennsylvanian difforences,
though so unequivocally marked by the public approbationd
those who were the most competent to judge of its merits
has pot passed without censure; and the late biographer of
William Penn, finding it necessary to vindicate that extraor-
dinary character from the various charges and surmises
brought against him by various writers, among $he rest fook
notice of the Historical Review, published by Franklin, ad
the spirit in which it was composed. Mr. Clarkson observes,
that this book was the production of Franklin, « though it
was attributed to one Ralph, to prejudice the people aguinst
the proprietary family, in order to effect a change of gover-
ment from proprietary to royal; which was afterwards at-
tempted, but which to his great chagrin failed. This failure
laid the foundation of his animosity to Great Britain, which
was so conspicuous afterwards.”’f

Here the biographer, in his zeal to defend the founder of
Pennsylvania, has committed the very fault which he has -
deavored to fasten as an error upon Franklin; for it certait-
1y is not true that the latter wrote his bogk to effect a chang®
in the government, which design there is every reason to b
lieve had not been even conceived at the time, however it maJ
have been long after. The work was drawn up for no olber ,

—

* Memoirs of the private and public life of William Penn. By Thow®!
Clarkson, M. A. Vol. L. p. 386.
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purpose than to exhibit the state of the province, and to make
the nation clearly acquainted with the progressive grievances
of which the inhabitants complained. Undoubtedly these
grievances were in a great measuro traced by the author to
the manner in which William Penn bad secured his property
originally, and provided for an increase of it in the eveat of
the prosperous advance of the colony.

The historian of Pennsylvania could not avoid noticing
the double part which this celebrated legislator had played, as
proprietary and governor; for the people of his own persua-
sion, who had embarked with him in this concern, bad hea-
vily and repeatedly complained of his conduct towards them,
and their charges against him upon record, are infinitely
more severe than the slight touches of sarcastic reflection
scattered here and there in the REview. Nor is it true that
the disappointment experienced in the failure of the projected
alteration in the government from proprietary to royal, laid
the foundation of any animosity in the mind of Franklin
against Great Britain; for it is a well-known fact, that the
differences between the parent country and the colonies were
the source of great uneasiness to him; and he endeavored
all that lay in his power to prevent the rupture which ensaed.
This will clearly appear in the sequel of these memoirs.

Mr. Clarkson very properly enters into a justification of
Penw’s moral character, and he has succeeded in a great de-
gree in clearing up many doubtful points, which tended, on
the autharity of respectable writers, to bring the principles
of that eminent man into suspicion; but the same love of jus-
tice ought to have prevented the biographer and panegyrist
of Penn, from throwing illiberal reflections, and alleging un-
founded accusations, against one who was not at least infe-
rior to him in ability and integrity. Nevertheless Mr. Clark-
son is willing to obtain the testimony of Franklin in favor of
the object of his admiration, though it is to be regretted that
be could not even do this without mixing with his quotation
something disrespectful of the very authority which he cited.
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« Nay,” says he, «¢if I mistdake not, Dr. Franklin himself
was among those who highly respected Penn.”

The doctor had a satirical way of expressing himsell when
he was not pleased, and therefore when he found fault with
William Penn, he could not get rid of his old habit; but the
hostility he manifested was far more in manner than in heart.
He was assuredly more severe upon William Penn’s grand-
sons, against whom (it is said) he published a sinall pamphlet,
where, as if no other way had been left to expose them, it is
singular that he contrasted their conduct with the virtuous
example of their noble ancestor. The little lndicrous motto,
prefixetl to this work, and which was taken from John Ro-
gers’s primer, may enable the reader to judge in part of its
contents: .

- %] send you here a little book,
For you to look upon:
That you may see your father’s face,
Now he is dead and gone.”

"The ingenious eulogist of Penn, however, does not seem
Yo have been aware, that in attempting to invalidate the tes-
timony of Franklin, he had before completely destroyed the
value of his praise. In the general view of the character of
Penn, no doubt the latter concurred fully with the voice of

. the public ;6 but knowing as he did the minuter parts of the
history of his connexions with the province which bears his
name, it was impossible either to pass them over in absolute
silence, or to speak of them without some observatlon on the
want of consistency in so great a man. N

"Thus much it was proper here to remark, because if a me-
cessity existed for the justification of Penn from any reflec-
tions bestowed upon him by the historian of his settlement,

it must be equally necessary to show that these reflections

8 In a letter to Mr. David Barclay, dated ifassy, January 8, 1783, Dr.
Franklin thus expresses himself. “ Your friends on both sides the Atlan-
tic, may be assured of whatever justice or favor I may be able to pro-
cure for them. My weneration for William Penn is not less than yours;
and I have always had great esteem for the body of your people.”
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did not proceed from the wantonness of a satirical humor, or
the malignity of wit, but from an attentive examination of
the subject, and the paramount love of truth, in a concern
which demanded an investigation in detail, and a full exposi-
tion for the ends of justice.

While Benjamin Franklin was engaged in this tmuhlesome
but important concern, at the court of Great Britain, he had
opportunities of becoming acquainted with many persons of
the first consequence in the state, who, on their side were
not wanting in observing his extraordinary sagacity and
comprehensive understanding. The war in which Great Bri-
tain was then involved, could not fail to excite much of his
attention, and he was not alone in the opinion, that by pursu-
ing the contest solely in Germany, England incurred an enor-
mous expenditure, without either reaping any immediate ad-
vantage, or facilitating an honorable termination. There was
something, indeed, peculiarly splendid in the achievements
of the king of Prussia; and the nation, without knowing why,
seemed to identify the cause of that monarch with the security
of the Protestant religion, and the maintenance of the balance
of power, the favorite delusions of that period. The judgment
of Franklin was unbiasked by prejudices which had no founda-
tion in reason, and too cool to be warmed by the report of vic-
tories, tho result of which appeared to be little more than an
occasion for renewed exertions and’ more sanguinary conflicts,
without any definite object or satisfactory prospect. He con-
templated the interests of Britaingjn a more dispassionate point
of view, than those who made them dependant upon the success
of subsidized allies; and knowing by experience, how desirous
France was to gain a more extended footing in America, he
thought it would he the wisest way to counteract her ambi-
tious projects, by an attack upon her own colony. Franklin
was no stranger to ‘Canada, and he was thoroughly per-
suaded that the possession of that country gave to the
French a commanding influence over the Indians, of which
they never failed to take an advantage, to the annoyance of

VOL. I. Cc
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the English colonies. Looking upon France in relation to
England as another Carthage, he formed the project of de-
"gtroying her maritime ascendancy ; as well to strengthen the
political and commercial state of Great Britain, as to provide
a permanent security for her foreign dependencies. The more
he weighed the subject in his mind, the more was he satisfied
that the true interest of Great Britain lay in weakening ber
rival on the side of America, rather than in Germany; and
these sentiments he imparted to some of his ﬁ,-ienas, by whom
they were reported to the indefatigable William Pitt, after-
wards earl of Chatham; who no sooner consulted him on the
practicability of the conquest, than he was convinced by the
force of his arguments, and determined by the simple acct-
racy of his statements. The enterprise was immediately under-
taken, the command given to general Wolfe, and conducted
with sach celerity, as completely to deceive France, who ha
no apprehensions for the safety of Canada, till the intelligence
reached Europe of its being irrevocably lost. This acquisi-
tion gave a new turn to the politieal interests of the English
colonies, and followed as it soon was by a new reign, it cos-
tributed very materially to the restoration of peace. The
brilliancy of the conquest of Canada,’and the powerful pan-
phlet written about this time by Franklin’s intimate friend,
Israel Muuduit, a merchant of London, on the impolicy of
German wars, drew the attention of the nation to the impor-
tance of that country, and the necessity of preserving it for
the welfare of our own colenies. There were not wanting
however, somé politicians who considered the possession o
Canada in another light, and as less desirable than the reten-
tion of Guadaloupe, which about the same time surrendered
to the British arms. '

On the prospect of peace with' France, the earl of Bath
addressed ¢ 4 Letter to two great men,” (Mr. Pitt and the
duke of Newcastle) on the terms necessary to be insisted o8
in the negotiations. He preferred the acquisition of Cansd
to the acquisitions in the West Indies. In the same year
Qa7 6?) ‘there appeared, ¢ Remarks on the Lelter addressed &
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two great Men,” (written by Messieurs Burkes®) containing
opposite opinions on this and other subjects. At this time
Mr. Franklin stepped into the controversy, and wrote a
pamphlet, in which he was assisted by his friend Mr. Rich-
ard Jackson, (whe desired not to be known on the occasion)
entitled, ¢ Fhe Interest of Great Britain considered with re-
gard lo the Colonies, and the acquisition of Canada andGuada-
lowpe,” in which were pointed eut in the most clear and for-
cible manner, the advantages that would result to Great Bri-

tain from the retention of Canada; demonstrating also, that

the security of a dominion, is a justifiable and prudent
ground upon which to demand cessions from an enemy;—that
the erection of forts in the back settlements, was almost in
no instance a sufficient security against the Indians and the
French; but that the possession of Canada implied every
security, and ought to be had while in the power of the Bri-
tish government:—and that the French retaining Canada,
would be an encouragement to disaffection in the British co-
‘lonies, &c, '

These arguments appear to have had the desired effect, for
at the treaty in 1762, France ceded Canada to Great Bri-
tain, and by the cession of Louisiana at the same time, relin-
quished all her possessions on the North American continent.

Mr. Franklin about this time made a journey to Scotland,

whitber his reputation as a philosopher had preceded him: .

- hewas greeted by the learned of that country, and the uni-

% Of this name there were four, who ebtained some eminence separately
and associated. Edmund Burke the most celebrated of the four, and whose
history is essociated with the two great revolutionsof the last century; his
brother Richard, who became recorder of the city of Bristol; William Burke
the consin of these two, who was for a time secretary to general Conway,
and an army paymaster in India, through whom Edmund received the
most minute details of those events, which emabled him to bring
Hustings before the house of lords; the fourth was Richard the son of
Edmund, most celebrated as a confidential agent of the British govern.
mentin Ireland, and at the conferences of Pilnitz, in 1791. Edir.

! See Vol. IV. page 39. o
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versity of St. Andrews conférred upon him the degeee
doctor of laws. Its example was followed by the universities
of Edinburgh and Oxford. The entries of the honors cos-
ferred by the latter, on himself and son, .are thus made:
. Bexjamiy Franxiiw, esq. Provinc. Pensylvan. Deputat. ad Corism
Sereniss. Legat Tabellariorium per American Septentrionalem Prafectus
Generalis et Veredariorum totius Novz Angliz, et. R. 8. 8.cr. D.C.L
Apr. 30, 1762,

Frawxrin, (WrLrzau) esq. Juris Municip. Consult. cr. M. A Apr.
30, 1762.

Most of thé other learned societies of Europe were eqully
ambitious of calling him a member, and nominated hin »
such: thus he was eventually consoled and rewarded for the
neglect or opposition his discoveries in philosophy had ori-
ginally experienced.

Soon after this period, a vacancy in the government of
New Jersey having occurred, Dr. Franklin’s son, withoat
any solicitation whatever on the part of his father, bat from
his own personal merits, and in consideration of his military
services in America during the last war, (backed by the po¥-

-erful recommendation of lord Bute,) was appointed gover-
.nor of that province.

Governor Franklin filled this high and honorable sitution
with equal credit to himseli and advantage to the provisct
till the commencement of the American revolution; Wk,
unlike most of the governors of the other provinces at thit
eventful period, he remained undismayed at his post, till bt
was seized by the revolutionary government, conveyed®
Connecticut, and rigorously detained as a prisoner for pasr
two years, when he was eventually liberated in 1778, in €&
change for an American gencral officer. He retired to Es:
land and obtained from the British government a pensioh
which he enjoyed till his death, in 181s.

It has been frequently asscrted, that Dr. Franklin heldot
every temptation and’ inducement to his son to quit his alle
giance to Great Britain, and to take part with the colonies.
This was not so: Dr. Franklin made no attempt of the sorb
whatever may have beém his secret wishes on that subject In

A}
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| aletter to his son of Oct. 6, 1773,k he says: ¢ I know your

sentiments differ from mine on these subjects. You are a tho-
rough government man, which I do not wonder at, nor do I
gim at converting you. I only wish you to act uprightly and
steadily, avoiding that duplicity, which in Hutchinson adds
contempt to indignation. If you can promote the prosperity
of your people, and leave them happier than you found them,
whatever your political principles are, your memory will be
honered.”

During the whole of the American contest, Dr. Franklin
never had any commaunication whatever with his son, either
directly or indirectly : but at the close of the war, in answer
to an overture from bim towards a reconciliation, the father
thus feelingly expressed lus sentiments on his son’s late poli-
tical conduct. '

Passy, .duguat 16, 1784.
«DEAR Sox,’ ' : .

« 1 received your letter of the 22d ultimo, and am glad to
find, that you desire to revive the affectionate intercourse
that formerly existed between us. It will be very agreeable
to me: indeed nothing has ever hurt me so much, and affect-
ed me with such keen sensations, as to find myself deserted
in my old age, by my only son; and not only deserted, but
to find him taking up arms® against me, in a cause wherein
my good fame, fortune, and life, were all at stake. You con-
ceived, you say, that your duty to your king and regard for
Your country required this. I ought not to blame you for dif-
fering in septiment with me in public affairs. We are men
all subject to errors. Qur opinions are not in our own pow-
er; they are formed and governed much by circumstances,
that are often as inexplicable as they are irresistible. Your
situatiop was such, that few would have censured your re-
mainkhg neuter, though there are natural duties which precede

. ¥ 8ee “ Private Correspondence.” '
! Governor Pranklin (it is believed) formed and commanded the corpy
¥ reyalints at New York.
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political ones, and cannot be extinguished by Mem. Thisiss |
disagreeable sabject: I drop it. And we will endeavor, asyot
propose, mutually to forget what has bappened relatingto i,

as well as we can. I send . your son over to pay his dutyts |
you. You will find him much improved. He is greatlyes. ¢

teemed and beloved in this country, and will make his way
any where, &c.”

In the summer of 1762, Dr. Franklin returned to Phils-
delphia, and shortly after received the thanks of the essem-

bly of Pennsylvania, « as well for the faithful dischargeof
tiis duty to that province in particular, as for the many and im-
portant services done to America in general, during his res-
dence in Great Britain”” A compensation of five thousand

pounds Pennsylvania currency, wad also decreed him forhis

services during six years. Even in his absence he had beea

|
|
i
|
|

annually elected a member of the assembly of represents- |

tives of the province, and he again took his seat in that body,
and continued his exertions for the liberties and welfare of
the country.

In December, 1762, considerable alarm was occasioned ia
the province, by what was called the Paxton muwrders, It is
thus related: ¢ A number of Indians had resided in the
county of Lancaster, and conducted themselves uniformiy
friends to the white inhabitants. Repeated depredations o8
the frontiors, had exasperated the inhabitants to such s de-
gree, that they determined on revenge upon every Iadian
A number of persons, to the amount of about ene hundred
and twenty, principally inhabitants of Donnegal and Peck-
stang, or Paxton, township, in the county of York, assem-
bled; and, mounted on horseback, proceeded to the settlemest
of these harmless and defenceless Indians, whose number
had now been reduced to about twenty. The Indianspad -
ceived intelligence of the attack which was intended ‘F”‘
them, but disbelieved it: considering the white people as therr
friends, they apprehended no danger from them.-When 4¢
party arrived at the Indian settlement, they found only som®
women and children, and a few old men, the rgst beins ab-

|
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sent at work. They murdered all whom they found, and
amonyst othexs the chief Shakeas, who had always been dis-
tinguished for his friendship to the whites. This bloody deed
excited much indignation in the well-disposed part of the
community.

« The remainder of these unfortunate Indians, whe by ab-
sence had escaped the massacre, were conducted to Lancas-
ter, and lodged in the gaol as a place of security. The go-
vernor of Pennsylvania issued a proclamation, expressing
the strorigest disapprebation of the action, offering a reward

 for the discovery of the perpetrators of the deed, and pro-
- hibiting all injuries to the peaceable inhabitants in fature.
But notwithstanding this, a party of the same men shortly
after marched to' Lancaster, broke open the gaol, and inhu-
maaly butchered the innocent Indiaus who had been placed
there for security. Another proclamation was issued, but it had
no effect, A detachment marched down to Philadelphia, for the
express purpose of murdering some friendly Indians, who had
been removed to the city for safety. A number of the citizens
armed in-their defence. The Quakers, whose principles are op-
posed to fighting, even in their own defence; were most active
on this occasion. The rioters came to Germantown, within five
miles of Philadelphia. The governor fted for safety to the house
of Dr. Franklin, who, with some others, advanced, to meet
the Paxton-boys, as they were called, and had influence enough
fo prevail upon them to relinquish their undertaking, and re-
turn to their homes.”—Dr. Franklin wrote a pamphlet on this
occasion, which had a considerable effect, in soothing the pas-
sions, and restoring tranquillity. His services, however, were
but ill requited by the governor, who was, as well as the
province, under great obligations to his active and success-
fal exertions. ‘ :

The disputes between the proprietaries and the assembly,

which had so long agitated the province, and which had for

A time subsided, were again revived, and are thus accounted
for: :
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« The proprietaries were discontent at the concessions
made in favor of the people, and again exerted themselves to
recover the privilege of exempting their own estates from
taxation, which they had been mduced, with great reluctance,
to relinquish.

¢ In 1768, the assembly passed a Mdz&a Bill, to which the
governor refused to give his assent, unless the assembly -
would agree to certain amendments which he proposed.
These consisted in increasing the fines, and in some cases
substituting death for fines. He wished, too, that the officers
should be appointed altogether by himself, and not nomina-
ted by the people, as the bill had proposed. These amend-
ments the assembly considered as inconsistent with the spirit
of liberty: they would not adopt them, the governor was ob-
stinate, and the bill was lost.”

These and various other circumstances, increased the un-
easiness which subsisted between the proprietaries and the
assembly to such a degree, that in 1764, a petition to the
king was agreed to by the house, praying an alteration from
a proprietary to a regal government. The following draught
of the same was found in Dr. Franklin’s papers:

To the king’s most excellent majesty, in council,
The petition of the representatives of the freemen of the pro-
vince of Pennsylvania in generul assembly met,
Most bumbly sheweth,

¢ That the government of this province by proprictaries,
has by long experience been found inconvenient, attended
with many difficulties and obstructions to your majesty’s ser-
vice, arising from the intervention of proprietary private
interest in public affairs, and disputes concerning those im-
terests,

¢¢ That the said proprietary-government is weak, unable to
support its own authority, and maintain the conmmon internal
peace of the province, great riots having lately arisen there-
in, armed mobs marching from place to place, and committing
violent outrages and insults on the government with impuni-
ty, to the great terror of your majesty’s subjects. And these

~
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evils are not likely to receive any remedy here, the continual
disputes between the proprietaries and people, and their mu-
tual jealousics and dislikes preventing.-

“ Wo do therefore, most humbly pray, that your majesty

“would be graciously pleased to resume the government of this
province, making sach compensation te the proprietaries for
the same as to your majesty’s wisdom and goodness shall ap-
pear just and equitable, and permitting your dutiful subjects
therein to enjoy, under your majesty’s more immediate care
and pretection, the privileges that have been granted to them
by and under your royal predecessors.

¢« By order of the house.”

Great opposition was made to this measure, not only in the
house, but in the public prints. A speech of Mr. Dickinson
on the subject was published with a preface by Dr. Smith,
in which great pains were taken to show the impropriety
and impolicy of this proceeding. A speech of Joseph Gallo-
way, esquire, in reply to Mr. Dickinson, was also published,
sccompanied by a preface by Dr. Fravklin, in which he ably
epposed the principles laid down in the preface to Mr. Dick-
inson’s speech. Among other pointed remarks, Dr. Frauklin
8ays: ' '

«In the constitution of our government, and in that of one
more, there stil remains a particular thing that none of the
other American governments bave; to wit, the appointment
of 2 governor by the proprietors, instead of an appointment
by the crovon. This particular in government has been found
inconveiient; attendod with contentions and confusions
wherever it existed; and has therefore been gradually taken
away from colony after colony, and every where greatly to
the satisfaction and happiness of the people. Our wise first
proprietor and founder™ was fally sensible of this; and being
desirous of leaving his people happy, and preventing the mis-
chiefs that ho foresaw must arise from that circumstance, if
e — — —— ——— —

' * = Williah Penn.

VOL. 1. Dd
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it was continucd, he determined to take it away, if possilils,
during his own life-time. They accordingly entered inte &
contract for the sale of the proprietary right of government
to the crown; and actually received a sum in part of the con-
sideration. As he found himself likely to die before that con-
tract (and with it his plan for the bappiness of his people)
could be completed, he carefully made it a part of his last
will and testament; devising the right of the government to
two noble lords, in trust, that they should release it to the
crown. Unfortunately for us, this has never yet been doue.
And this is merely what the assembly now desire to bave
done. Surely he thdt formed our constitution, must have un-
derstood it. If he had imagined that all our privileges de-
pended on the proprietary government, will any one suppess
that he would himself have meditated the change; that be
would have taken such effectnal measures as he thought
them, to bring it about speedily, whether he should live
or die2 Will any of those who now extol him so highly,
charge him at the same time with the baseness of cadea-
_ voring thus to defraud his people of all the liberties and pri~
vileges he had promised them, and by the most solemn char-
ters and grants assured to them, when he engaged them to
asgist him in the settlement of his province? Surely none
can be so inconsistent!—And yet this proprietary right of
governing or appointing a governor, has all of a sudden
changed its nature; and the preservation of it become of so
much importance to the weifare of the province, that the as-
sembly’s only petitioning to have their venerable founder’s
will executed, and the contract he entered into for the good
of his people completed, is styled an ¢ attempt to violate the
¢ constitution for which our fathers planted a wilderness; to
¢ barter away our glorious plan of public liberty and charter
¢ privileges; a risking of the whole constitution; an offering
sup our whole charter rights; a wanton sporting with things
¢ sacred,” &c.”
In addition to the preface just mentioned, Dr. Franklin
. wrote a pamphlet, entitled « Cool Thoughts,” tending to pro-
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mote the same views. The assembly’s application to the throne
however, produced no effect, and the proprietary govern-
ment remained uachanged.

At the election for a new assembly, in the autumn of 1764,
the friends of the proprietaries made great exertions to ex-
clude those of the adverse party; and they obtained a small
majority in the city of Philadelphia. Dr. Franklin on this
occasion lost his seat in ! e_house, which he bad held for
foarteen years. On the meeting of the assemb:y, i owever, it
-appeared that there was still a decided majority of his friends,
and he was again appeinted to resume his agency at the
courf of Great Britain, to the great chagrin of his enemies,
who made a solemn protest against his appointment; but
which was refased admissien upon the minutes, as being un-
precedented. It was, however, published in the papers, and
preduced a spirited reply, from him, entitled ¢ Remarks on
& late Protest,” &c.

‘The opposition made-to his re-appointment seems greatly
to have affected his feelings; as it came from men with whom
be bad long been connected, both in public and private life,
¢ the very ashes of whose former friendship,” he declared,
« Re revered,” His pathetic: furewel to Pennsyi+ania, in the
pablication abovementioned, the day before his departure, is
a strong proof of the agitation of his mind on this occasion.

¢ ] am now,” says he, «“to take leave (perhaps a last
leave) of the country I love, and in which I have spent the
greatest part'of my life. Eslo perpelua/—I wish every kind
of prosperity to my friends, and I forgive my enemies.”

An eloguent divine® has observed on this occasion, ¢ That
under whatsoever circumstances this second embassy was
wadertaken, it appears to have been a measure pre-ordained
in the councils of Heaven; and it will be for ever remember-
ed to the honor of Pennsylvania, that the agent selected to
asgert and defend the rights of a single province at the court
of Great Britain, became the bold asserter of the rights of

L

s Dr. William Smith, Provost of Philadelphia College.
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America in general ; and beholding the fotters that were forg-
ing for her, conceived the magnanimous thought of rendiag
them asunder before they could be rivetted.”

The disturbances produced in America by Mr. Grenville’s
Stamp JAct, and the opposition made to it are well kmown.
But the origin thereof has generally been misunderstood.
The following letter from Dr. Franklin on that sabject, will
correct some of the misrepresentations relative thereto.

To Frilliam Alexander, Esq.
Passy, March 12, 1778.
DEAR Sm,

IN the pamphlet you were 80 kind as to lend me, there is
one important fact mis-stated, apparently from the writer's
not having been furnished with good inforimation; it is the
transaction between Mr. Greuville and the colonies, wherein
he understands that Mr. Grenville demanded of them = spe-
cific sum, that they refused to grant any thing, and that it
was on their refusal only that be made a motion for the Stamp
Jct.. No one of these particulars is true. The fact was this.

Some time in the winter of 1763-4, Mr. Grenville called
together the agents of the several colonies, and told them that
he purposed to draw a revenue from America, and to that end
his intention was to levy a stamp duty on the colonies by act
of parliament in the ensuing session, of which he theaght it
fit that they should be immediately acquainted, that they
might have time to consider, and if any other duty equally
productive would bc more agreeable to them, they might let
him know it. The agents were therefore directed to write
this to their respective assemblies, and communicate to him
the answers they should receive: the agents wrote accord-
ingly.

I was a member in the assembly of Pennsylvania, wben

. this notification came to hand. The obscrvations there made
upon it were, that the antient, established, and regular me-
thod of drawing aids from the colonics was this, The occa-
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vion was always first considered by their soveréign in his
privy council, by whose sage advice, he directed his secre-
tary of state to write circular letters to the several gover-
nors, who were directed to lny them before their assemblies.
In.those letters the occasion was explained for their satisfac-
tion, with gracious expressions of his majesty’s confidence in
their known duty.and affection, on which he relied, that they
would grant such sums as should be suitable to their abilities,
loyalty, and zeal for his service. That the colonics had al-
ways granted liberally on such requisitions, and so liberally
during the late war, that the king, sensible they had granted
much more than their proportion, had recommended it to
parliament five years successively, to make them some com-
pensation, and the parliament accordingly returned them two
hundred thousand pounds a-year to be divided among them.
That the proposition of taxing them in parliament, was there-
fore both cruel and unjust.> That by the constitution of the
colonies their business was with the king in matters of aid,
they .bad nothing to do with any financier, nor he with them;
nior were the agents tho proper channels through which re-
quisitions should be made; it was therefore improper for them
to enter into any stipulation, or make any proposition to Mr.
Grenville about laying taxes on their-constituents by parlia-
ment, which had really no right at all to tax them, especially
a8 the notice he had sent them did not appear to be by the
king’s order, and perhaps was without his knowlege; as the
king, when be would obtain any thing from them, always ac-
companied bis requisition with good words, but this gentle-
man, instead of a decent demand sent them a menace, that
they should certainly be taxed, and only left them the choico
of the manner. But all this notwithstanding, they werc so
far from refusing to grant money, that they resolved to the

——
——

¢ * There is neither kiin , nor sovereign lord on earth, who has beyond
his own domain, power td" Jay one farthing on the subjects, without the
grant and consent of those who pay it; unless he does it by tyranny and

violeuce.” . (Philippe de Commines, chap. 108.)
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following purpose: ¢ T'hat they always had, so they alwap
sbould, think it their duty to grant aid to the crown, accord-
ing to their abilities, whenever required of them in the usml '

constitutional manner.” I went sqon after to England, and
took with me an authentic copy of this resolution, which I
presented to Mr. Grenville before he brought in the Stamp
Act. I asserted in the house of commons (Mr. Grenville be-
ipg present) that I had done so, and he did not denyit.
Other colonies made similar resolutions. And had Mr
Greaville, instead of that act, applied to t- e king in cosncil
for such requisitional letters to be circulated by the seoretary
of state, I am sure he would have obtained more money from
the colonies by their voluntary grants, than he himself es-
pected from his stamps. But he chose compulsion rather tha

persuasion, and would not receive from their good-will what .

he thought he could obtain without it. And thus the goldes
bridge which the ingenious author thinks the Americass s
wisely and unbecomingly refused to hold out to the minister
and parliament, was actually held out to them, but they re-
fused to walk over it. This is the true history of that traus-

action; and a8 it is proBable there may be another editios of -

that excellent pamphlet, I wish this may be communicaiod

to the candid author, who I doubt not will correct that erron
I am ever, with sincere esteem, dear sir, your most obe:

dicnt, humble servant, B. FRANKLIN.

Dr. Franklin strenuously exerted himself to free Amesich
from this odious tax; the principal objection to which W&
that it was imposed by a British parliament, which the Ame-
ricans asserted had no right to tax them. Dr. Franklin thss
cxpresses bis sentiments on the subject, in a letter to a fri
dated Eondon, January 6, 1766+ ' :

«In my own private judgment, I think an immedis®
repeal of the Stamp Act would be the best measure for th
country ; but a suspeusion of it for three years, tho best for
that. The repeal would fill them with joy and gratitude,
establish their respect and vencratien for parliament restor®
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at onoe their antient and natural love for this country, and
their regard for every thing that comes from it hence; the
trade would be renewed in all its branches; they would again
indulge in all the expensive superfluities you supply them
with, and their own new assumed home industry would lan-
guish. But the suspension, though it might continue their
fears and anxieties, would at the same time keep up their re-
solutions of industry and frugality; which in two or three
years would grow into habits, to their lasting advantage.
Heowever, as the repeal will probably not now be agrecd to,
from what I now think a mistaken opinion, that the honor
and dignity of government is better supported by persisting
in 2 wrong measure once entered into, than by rectifying an
error as soon as it is discovered ; we must'allow the next best
thing for the advantage of both countries is, the suspension.
Fer as to executing the act by force, it is madness, and- will
be rain to the whole.”

Contrary to Dr. Franklin’s surmise, shortly after the date
of this letter, it began to appear éxpedient to the administra-
tion, then under the marquis of Rockingham, to endeavor to
calm the minds of the colonists; and the repeal of the Stamp
Tax was contemplated. Amongst other means of collecting
information on the disposition of the people to submit to it,
Dr. Franklin was (Feb. 3, 1766,) ¢ ordered to-attend the
committee of the whole Louse of commons, to whom it was
referred to comsider further the several papers relative to
America, which were presented to the house by Mr. Secretary
Conway, &c.”’? It contains a striking account of the extent
and accaracy of Dr. Franklin’s information, and the facility
and manliness with which he communicated his sentiments.
He represented facts in so strong a point of view, that the
inexpediency of the act must have appeared clear to every un-
prejudiced mind.

Feb. 24. The resolutions of the committee were reported
by the chairman, Mr. Fuller; their seventh and last resolu-

? 8¢e Vol. IV. of this edition, page 109.
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tion setting forth, ¢ that it was their opinion that the house
be moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to repedl the
Stamp JAct.” A proposal for re-committing this resolution,
was negatived by two hundred and forty votes to one hundred
and thirty-three: and the act, after some opposition, was re.
pealed about a year after it was enacted, and before it hal
ever been carried into execution.s

¢ A ludicrous caricature was published on this occasion, of which the
following description was given, annexed thereto :

“An Account of a humorous political Print, called The Repeal; which (is
the Painters’ phrgse) may be called A Companion to the Tomb-stone, s
Print not long since published.

*The subject of this print is the Funeral of JMise Axr STAXP, the

. favorite child and youngest daughter of the honorable Mr. Gerge
Stamp,? the well.known Gentle Shcpherd. At one end of the priut stands

" the Family Vault, with a mutilated inscription, signifying that ¢ within&
lie (it is to be hoped never to rise again) the remains of ....... .Herh

Mon®*,...... Ship Mon®*, ...... Excise B***, . ... Jew B**, ...

Gen*"** Warrants, ...... &c.’ On the top of the vault are two heads oa

poles, like those on 7'emple Bar, marked on the skull with the numbers

1715 and 1745.3 The vault is supposed to be situated on the side of the

river, along the Strand of which the funeral procession proceeds. The

Reverend Mr. ANT1-SEJANUS,S that noted Cogamutiomﬁct,dn'ﬂ”m

life, appears first, reading the burial service: after him follow those t¥o

eminent pillars of the law, sir Bullface Doublefeet and M. Mlexasdet

Scotsburn,5 supporting two black flags; on which are delineated the

-Stamps, with the white rose and tkisile interweaved, with the old motio of

Semper eadem; to which is annexed a new motto, conaisting of those sig*

nificant words, Three Farthings taken from the budges. Beneath this mat-

, to, as if meant to certify the number of the despicable minerity fighting

under these banners, appear on one flag the figures 71, and on the othet

122, with a ﬂymg label surrounding both, bearing these words, AU¢/ ¢

STaxp. Next appears the sad father of the deceased child, the bondr

ble Mr. George Stamp himself, with grief and despair pictured on his

countenance, carrying in his arms the infant’s coffin, on which is writt®
¢ Miss AME STAME, born 1765, died 1766 Tmmediately after fallows
the chief mourner, Sejanus: then his Grace of Spitalfields® and Lord

" 1 The Right Honorable George Grenville, author of the Stamp A
2 Years of rebellion. 3 Mr. Scott. 4 Sir Fletcher Nortot-
& Mr. Alexander Wedderburn (afterwards Lord I..oughborouzb-)

8 (Perhaps) the Duke of Bedford.
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Dr. Franklin about this period, in addition to his agency
for Pennsylvania, received the separate appointments of agent
for the respective colonies of New Jersey, Georgia, and Mas-
sachusetts. All of which he continued to fill with equal credit
to himsell and advantage to his constituents, during lns stay
in England.

In the course of this year (1766) he visited Holland and
Germany, and received the greatest marks of attention and
respect from men of science in those countries. In his pas-
sage through Holland, he learned from the watermen the,
effect which a diminution of the quantity of waterin canals
bas, in impeding the progress of boats. Upon his return to
England be was induced to make a number of experiments,
which tended to confirm the observation. These, with an ex-
planation of the phenomenon, he communicated in a letter to
bis friend sir John Pringle, which will be found among his
philosophical writings.

Gawkee:1 after these Jemmy Twitcher,® ,with a catch by way of funeral
anthem; and by his side his friend and partner Mr. Faiconer Donaldson
of Halifax. At a little distance, to close the procession, are two worthy
B****ps, Dr. Squirt, and another right reverend gentleman, who shall be
numeless: and behind them i, on this side of the river, two huge bales
of returned commodities, ong markéd Stamps firom JAmerica, the other
Black Cloth frem JAmerica.
“These few mourners are separated from the joyful scene that appears
, in the back ground, by the River Thames, in which are riding three first-
rate ships, called, The Rocxinonan,® The GrarTox,¢ and The Con-
way.? Along the shore stand open warehouses for the several goods of
our principal manufacturing towns, from which cargoes are sow ship-
ping for America: among these is a large case, containing a statue of Mx.
P17, which is heaving on board a boat number 250; and there is another
bost taking in goods, nearer the first-rates, which is numbered 105; num-
bers which will ever remain sacred to liberty, and render the memory of
the triumphant Majog1TY, on this side of the river, revered by our latest

posterity.”

1 (Perhaps) Lord Gower. 3 Lord Sandwich. 3 The Mar-
quis of Rockingham. 4 The Duke of Grafton. 8 Mr. Secre-
tary Conway.

VOL. 1. Ee
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In the following year, as also.in 1769, he visited Paris,
where he was no less favorably received than he had been in
Germany. He was introduced to the king (Louis XV.) and
his sisters Mesdames de France, and particularly distinguish-
ed by them: as he was aiso by the Academy of Sciences (of
which he was afterwards elected a foreign- assocnate,') and
many other scicntific and literary characters.

Mons, Dubourg, a member of the same acrdemy under-
took a French translation of Dr. Franklin’s letters on his
Discoveries in Electricity, and the third English edition of the
same work was now published in London: With respect to the
general merit and originality of the experiments and hypo-
theses of Dr. Franklin, as described and explained in these
letters, that eminent natural philosopher, the late Dr. Priest-
ly, bears the following testimony in his ¢ History of Elec-
tricity 9

¢Nothing was ever written upon the subject of electritity,
which was more generally read and admired in all parts of
Europe than these letters. There is hardly-any European
language into which they have not been translated; end, as

- if this were not sufficient to make them properly knowm, a
translation of them has lately been made into Latin. It is not
easy to say, whether we are most pigased with the simplicity
and perspicuity with which these dctters are written, the
modesty with which the author proposes every hypothesis of
his own, or the noble frankness with which he relates his mis-
takes, when they were corrected by subsequent experiments.

«Though the English have not been backward in acknow-
leging the great merit of this philosopher, he has had the
singular good fortune to be, perhaps, even more celebrated
abroad than at home; so that, to form a just idea of the
great and deserved reputation of Dr. Franklin, we must
read the foreign publications on the subject of electricity ; in
many of which the terms Franklinism, Franklinist, and the

* ee Pasiecript of letter to governor Franklin, August 22, 1772,
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Franklinian system, occur in almost every page. In conse-
quence of this, Dr. Franklin’s principles bid fair to be handed
downi to posterity as equally expressive of the true princi-
ples of electricity, as the Newtonian philosophy is of the true
system of nature in general.” !

As Dr. Franklin has only mentioned his electrical discove-
ries in a very transient way, in the former part of these me-
moirs, and as they are of a most important and interesting
mature, it has been thought a short digression on the subject
would be excusable, and not void of entertainment. For this
parpose the following account of the same, including the first
experiment of the Lightning Kite, as given by Dr. Stuber, is
here given. '

“Dr. Franklin engaged in a course of electrical cxperi-
ments, with all the ardor and thirst for discovery which cha-
racterized the philosophers of that day. Of all the branches of
experimental philosophy, Electricity had, been lcast explored.
The attractive power of amber is mentioned by Theophrastus
and Pliny, and, from them, by later naturalists. In the year
1600, Gilbert, an English physician, enlarged considerably
the catalogue of substances which have the property of attract-
ing light bodies. Boyle, Otto Guericke, a burgomaster of
Magdeburg, (celebrated as the inventor of the air pump,)
Br. Wall, and sir Isaac Newton, added some facts. Guericke
first observed the repulsive power of electricity, and the light
and noise produced by it. In 1709, Hawkesbee communicated
some important observations and experiments to the world.
For several years electricity was entirely neglected, until Mr.
Grey applied himself to it, in 1728, with great assiduity. He
and his friend Mr. Wheeler, made a great variety of experi-
ments; in which they demonstrated, that electricity may be
communicated from one body to another, even without being
in contact, and in this way may be conducted to a great dis-
tance. Mr. Grey afterwards found, that by suspending rods
of iron by silk or hair lines, and bringing an excited tube
under them, sparks might be drawn, and a light perceived at
the cxtremities in the dark. M. Du Faye, intendant of the
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French king’s gardens, made a number of experilﬁents, which
added not a little to the science. He made the discovery of
two kinda of electricity, which he called vitreous and resineus;
the former produced by rubbing glass, the latter from excitd
sulphur, sealing-wax, &c. But this idea he afterwards gare
up as erroncous. Between the years 1739 and 1742, Desage-
~ liers made a number of experiments, but added little of in-
portance. He first used the terms conductors and clecirics,
per s¢. 1742, several.ingenious Germans engaged in this sub-
ject.” Of these the principal were, professor Boze of Witten-
berg, professor Winkler of Leipsic, Gordon, a Scotch Bene-
~ dictine monk, professor of philosophy at Erfurt, and Dr.
Ludolf of Berlin. The result of their rescarches astonished
the philosophers of Europe. Their apparatus was large,ad
by means of it they were enabled to collect large quantities
of electricity, and thus to produce phenomena which had beea
hitherto unobserved. They killed small birds, and set spirits
on fire. Their experiments excited the curiosity of other phi-
losophers. Collinson, about the year 1745, sent to the library
company of Philadelphia an account of these experimests
together with a tube, and directions how to use it. Frasklin,
with seme of his friends, immediately engaged in a corse of
experimenta; the result of which is well known. He was et
abled to make a number of important discoverics, and to pro-
pose theories to account for various phenomena; which bave
been universally adopted, and which bid fair to endure for
ages, His observations he communicated, in a series of let-
ters, to his friend Collinson ; the first of which is dated M“'d‘
28, 1747. In these he makes known the power of poins 18
drawing and throwing off the electrical matter, which

hitherto escaped the notice of electricians. He also made thé
grand discovery of a plus and minus, or of a positive "d
negative state of electricity. We give him the honor of thi
without hesitation; although the English have claimed it for
their countryman Dr. Watson. Watson’s paper is dated «f.ﬂ'-
21, 1748 ; Franklin’s, July 11, 1747; several months prie:
Shortly after, Franklin, from his principles of plus and msst
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i state, explained, in a satisfactory manner, the phenomena of
the Leyden phial, first observed by Mr. Cuneus, or by pro-
fessor Muschenbroeck of Leyden, which had much perplexed
philosaphers. He showed clearly that the bottle, when charged,
contained no more electricity than before, but that as much
was taken from one side as was thrown on the other; and that
to discharge it, nothing was necessary but to make a com-
munication between the two sides, by which the equilibriom
might be restored, and that then no signs of electricity would
remain. He afterwards demonstrated by experiments, that the
electricity did not reside in the coating, as had been supposed,
but in the pores of the glass itself. After a phial was charged,
he removed the coatingy and found that upon applying a new

. coating the shock might still be received. In the year 1749,
be first suggested his idea of explaining the phenomena of
thander-gusts and of the aurora borealis, upon electrical
principles. He points out many particulars in which light-
ning and electricity agree; and be adduces many facts, and
reasonivngs from facts, in support of his positions, In the same
year he conceived the astonishingly bold and grand idea of
ascertaining the truth of his doctrinc, by actually drawing
down the forked lightning, by means of sharp-pointed iron -
rods raised into the region of the clouds. Even in this un-
cortain state, his passion to be useful to mankind displays it-
self in a powerful manner. Admitting the identity of electri-
city and lightning, and knowing the power of points in repel-
ling bodies charged with electricity, and in conducting their
fire silently and imperceptibly, he suggests the idea of secur-
ing kouses, ships, &c., from being damaged by lightning, by
erecting pointed iron rods, which should rise some feet above
the most elevated part, and descend some feet into the ground
or the water. The effect of these, he concluded, would be
cither to prevent a stroke by repelling the clond beyond the
striking distance, or by drawing off the electrical fire which
it comtained; or, if they could not effect this, they wounld at
least conduct the stroke to the earth, without any injury to
the building.
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¢ It was not until the summer of 1752, that he was enahled
to complete Lis grand and unparalleled discovery by experi.
ment. The plan which he had originally proposed, was, %
eroct on some high tower, or other elevated place, a senbry-
box, from which should rise a pointed iron rod, insulated by
being fixed in a cake of resin. Electrificd clouds passisg
over this, would, he conceived, impart to it a portion of their
clectricity, which would be rendered evident to the senses by
sparks being emitted, when a key, a knuckle, or other con-
ductor was presented to it. Philadelphia at this time afforded
no opportunigy of trying an experiment of this kind. Whils
Franklin was waiting for the erection of a spire, it occarrel
to him, that he might bave more ready access to the region
of clouds by means of a common kite. He prepared eae by
attaching two cross sticks to a silk handkerchief, whick
would not suffer so much from the rain as paper. To kis
upright stick was affixed an iron point. The string was, 4
ngual, of hemp, except the lower end, which was gilk. Where
the hempen string terminated, a key was fastened. With ths
apparatus, on the appearance of a thunder-gust approaching,

. he wont out into the commons, accompanied by his son, to

whom alone he communicated his intentions, well knowing
the ridicule which, too generally for the interest of scienct,
awaits unsuccessful experiments in philosophy. He placed
himself under a shed to avoid the rain. His kite was raised.
A thunder-cloud passed over it. No sign of electricity 2
peared. He almost despalred of success; when suddenly b
observed the loose fibres of bis string to move towards a0
crect position. He now presented his knuckle to the key, sl
received a strong spark. How exquisite must his sensatiots
have becn at this moment! On this experiment depended th
fate of his theory. If he succeeded, his name would rast
high amongst those who have improved science; if he failed,
ho must inevitably be subjected to the derision of mankisd
or what is worse, their pity, as a well-meaning man, but 3
weak, silly projector. The anxiety with which he looked for
the result of bis experiment, may be casily conceived. Doubls

\

#
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and despair bad begun to prevail, when the fact was ascer-
tained in so clear a manver, that even the most incredulous
could no longer withhold- their assent. Repeated sparks were
drawn from the key, a phial was charged, a shock given, and
all the experiments made, which are usually performed with
electricity.

<« About a month before this period, some ingenious French-
men had. completed the discovery in the manner originally
proposed by Dr. Franklin. The Tetters which he sent to Mr.
Collinson, it is said, were refused a place amongst the papers
of the Royal Society of London. However this may be, Col-
linson published them in a separate voJume, under the title
of, NMw Experiments and Observations on Electricity, made
af Philadelphia, in America. They were read with avidity,
and soon translated into different languages. A veory incorrect
French translation fell into the hands of the celebrated Buffon,
who, notwithstanding the disadvantages under which the work
labored, was much pleased with it, and repeated the experi-
ments with success. He prevailed upon his friend, M. D’Ali-
bard, to give to his countrymen a more correct translation of
the work of the American electrician. This contributed much
towards spreading a knowlege of Franklin’s principles in
France. The king, Louis XYV. hearing of these experiments,
expressed a wish to be a spectator of them. A course of ex-
periments was given at the seat of the Duc D’Ayen, at St.
Germains, by M. De Lor. The applanses which the king
bestowed upon Franklin, excited in Buffon, D’Alibard, and
De Lor, an earnest desire of ascertaining the truth of his
theory of thunder-gusts. Buffon erccted his apparatus on the.
tower of Montbar, M. D’Alibard at Marly-la-ville, and De
Lor at his house in the Estrapade at Paris, some of the high-
est ground in that capital. D’Alibard’s machine first showed
signs of electricity. Onthe 10th of May, 1752, a thunder-
clond paxsed over it, in the absence of M. D’Alibard; and a
namber of sparks were. drawn from it by Coiftier, a joiner,
with wliom D’Alibard had left directions how to proceed, and

. _ by M. Raalet, the prior of Marly-la.ville. .An account of

-
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this experiment was given to-the royal academy of sciences,
in a memoir by M. D’Alibard, dated May 13, 1752. Onthe
16th of May, M. De Lor proved equally successful with the
~ apparatus erected at his own house. These discoveries soon
excited the philosophers of other parts of Europe to repest
the experiment. Amongst these, none signalized himsel
more than father Beccaria of Turin, to whose observations
science is much indebted. Even the cold regions of Rusia
were penetrated by the ardor for discovery. Professor Rich-
mann bade fair to add much to the stock of knowlege on this
subject, when an unfortunate flash from his rod put a pe-
riod to his existence. The friends of science will long r¢-
member with regret the amiable martyr to electricity.

. « By these experiments Franklin’s theory was established
inthe most firm manner. When the truth of it could no longer
be doubted, the vanity of men endeavored to detract from ifs
merit. That an American, an inhabitant of the obscure dify

.of Philadelphia, the name of which was hardly knows,
should be able to make discoveries, and to frame theories,
which had escaped the notice of the enlightened philosopbers
of Europe, was too mortifying to be admitted. He must cer-
tainly have taken the idea from some one else. An American
a being of an inferior order, make discoveries! Impossible. It
was said, that the abbe Nollet, in 1748, had suggested the
idea of the similarity of lightning and electricity, in his -
gons de Physique. It is true that the abb¢ mentions the ides;

but he throws it out as a bare conjecture, and proposes 10
mode of ascertaining the truth of it. He himself acknowles®
that Franklin first entertained the bold thought of bringi§
lightning from the heavens, by means of pointed rods fixed
in the air. The similarity of electricity and lightning i85
strong, that we need not be surprised at notice being taken
of it, as soon as electrical phenomena became familisr. e
find it mentioned by Dr. Wall .and Mr. Grey, whiletl
science was in its infancy. But the honor of forming 8 res"
lar theory of thunder-gusts, of suggesting a mode of deter
mining the truth of it by experiments, and of putting thes®




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 17

experiments in practice, and thus establishing his theory
wpon a firm and solid basis, is incontestibly due to Franklin.
I’Alibard, who made the first experiments in France, says,
that be only fallowed the track which Franklin had pointed
-t .

¢ It has been of late asserted, that the honor of complet-
ingthe experiment with the electrical kite, does not belong
to Frauklin. Some late English paragraphs have attributed
itto some Frenchman, whose name they do not mention;
ad the abbé Bertholon gives it to M. de Romas, assessor to
the presideal of Nérac; the English paragraphs probably re-
fer to the same pereon. Bat a very slight attention will con-
vince us of the imjmstice of this procedure. Dr. Franklin’s
experiment was made in June, 1752; and his letter, giving
an account of it, is dated October 19, 1752. M. De Romas
made his first attempt on. the 14th of May, 1753, but was
wt saccesaful until the 7th of June; a year afier Franklin
hed completed the discovery, and when. it was known to all
the philosophers in Europe.

¢ Besides thaese great principles, Franklin’s letters on elec-. ,

tricity contain & number of facts and hints, which. have con-
tribated greatly towards reducing this branch of knowlege to
a science. His friend, Mr. Kinnersley, communicated to him.
a discovery of the different kinds of electricity excited by rub-
~ bing glass and sulphur. This we have said, was first observed
by M.Du Faye; but it was for many years neglected. The phi-
losophers were disposed to account for the phenomena, rather
from a difference in the quantity of electricity collected ; and
even Du Faye himself seems at last to have adopted this doc~
trive. Franklin at first entertained the same idea; but upon
repeating the experiments, he perceived that Mr. Kinnersley
was right; and that the vitreous and resinous electricty of Da
Faye were nothing more than the positive and negative states
which be had before observed ; that the glass globe charged
posilively, or increased the quantity of electricity on the
prime conductor, whilst the globe of sulphur diminished its,
VOL.7. Ff
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pataral quantity, or charged negatively. These experiments
and observations opened a new field for investigation, apen
which electricians entered with avidity ; and their Jabors have
added much to the stock of our knowlege.

«In September, 1752, Franklin entered upon a course of
experiments, to determine the state of electricity in the clouds.
From a number of experiments he formed this conclesien:
«ithat the clouds of a thunder-gust are most commonly in a
negative state of .clectricity, but sometimes in a pesitive
state;” and from this it follows, as a necessary consequence,
«sthat, for the most part, in thunder-strokes, it is the carth
that strikes into the clouds, and’not the clouds that strike
fnto the earth.” The letter containing thesc observations is
dated in September, 1753; and yet the discovery of ascend-
ing thunder has been said to be of a modern date, and hes
been attributed to the abbé Bertholon, who published his
memoir on the subject in 1776.

« Pranklin’s letters on electricity, have been translated
into most of the European languages, and into Latin. In

- proportion as they have become known, his principles have .

been adopted. Some opposition was made to his theories, par-
‘ticularly by the abbé Nollet, who was, however, but feebly
supported, whilst the first philosophers of Europe stepped
forth in defence of Franklin’s principles; amongst whom
D°Alibard and Beccaria were the most distinguished. The
opposition has gradually ceascd, and the Franklinian system
is now universally adopted, where science flourishes.

«'The important practical use which Franklin made of is
discoveries, the securing of houses from injury by lightning,
has been already mentioned. Pointed conducters are new
very common in America; but prejudice has hitherto pre-
vented their general introduction into Europe, notwithstand-
ing the most undoubted proofs of their utility have been gives.
But mankind can with difficulty be brought to lay aside estab-
lished practices, or to adopt new ones. And perhaps we have
more reason to be surprised that a practice, however rational,
which was proposed about forty years ago, should in that time
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hase bebn adopted in so many places, thau that it has not uni-
-versally prevailed. It is only by degrees that the great body
of mankind can be led into new practices, however salutary
their tendency. It is now nearly eighty years since innocula-
tion was introduced into Europe and America; and it is so
Jar from being general at present, that it will, perhaps, re-
quire one or two centaries to render it so.” *

To.revert to Dr. Franklin’s political transactions. His
exertions and examination before the house of commons, hav-
ing greatly contributed to the repeal of the Stamp Jct; he
now turned his attention towards obtaining the repeal of the
Act restraining the legal tender of paper money in the colonies;
another grievance they complained of. The ministry bad at
ome time agreod to the repeal ; not so much to serve the colo-
nies, as from the impression that they might raise a revenue
from paper money lent on mortgage, by the parliament ap-
propriating the interest arising therefrom. This notion was
however removed, by Dr. Franklin’s assuring them, that ne-
coloay would issue money on those terms, and that the advan-
tage arising to the commerce of Great Britain in America,
from a plentiful currency, would thereby be lost, and the re-
peal answer.no end, if the assemblies were not allowed to
appropriate the interest themselves. The measure was after-
wands dropt, and the restraint unwisely continued.

As early as the period of these discussions between Gmt
Britain and her colonies, the French government appear te
have bogun to take an interest in their affairs. The circum-
stance is thus alluded to in a letter of Dr. Franklin to his
oon, dated London, Aug. 28, 1767,

sDe Guerchy, the French ambassador, is gone home, and
Mons. Durand is left minister plenipotentiary. He is ex-
tremely curious to inform himself in the affairs of America;
pretends to have a great esteem for me, on account of the

—— =

E——— — —————

* The same probably will also be the case with respect to the Faceine
Imoculation: though undoubtedly its progress has hitherto boen more
rapid. .
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abilities shown in iy examination: has desired to bave of
my political writings; invited me to dine with him, was verf
inquisitive, treated me with great civility, makes me visits,
&c. I fancy that intriguing nation would like very well b
meddle on this occasion, and blow up the coals between Great
Britain and her colonies ; but I hope we shall give them wo
opportunity.” ' ’

Dr. Franklin was right in his conjectures, but his hopes
were not realized ; the opportunity was given, and they mi-
ed themselves of it,—eminently contributing to the sepan-
tion of the two countries. .

Certain resolutions of the town of Boston, respecting trade
-and manufactures, arrived in London about the commence-
ment of the year 1768; and occasioned a considerable clamer;
they gave Dr. Franklin and the friends of America grest
concern: he endeavored by every means to palliate the affir
by various writings in the newspapers; and the discontentsof
the British colonies being much the subject of general dis-
cussion at the time, and greatly misunderstood, he, witha
view to elucidate the same, and soften the prevalent animo-
sity against America, wrote and published (in the Chronicle
of January 7(h,) a piece signed F—S, intitled « Causesof the
Jdmerican discontents before 1768,” with this inscription:
« The waves never rise but when the winds blow.” Prov.

This short tract, together with his ¢ gnswer (in Nov.
1769,) to the queries of Mr. Strahan,” (which were probably
made under the dictation of administration,) give the bet
account of the then cxisting complaints of the colonies, md
(from their not being attended to,) of the prismitive caxseof
the disputes, that produced civil war, and terminated in their
separation from Great Britain.t These papers, interesti®§
for the historian, form in some degree, a complement to thie

t Se¢ also & letter of Dr. Franklin’s, On the rise and progress of the &f |

* forences between Great Britain and Aer American colonies : signed * doed-

wisher 40 the king and all his dominions,” and addressed to the printer of
the Public Advertiser. Private Correspondence, Vol. V1. page 349.
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wmemoirs; and constitute safficient proofs of I¥r; Franklin’s
candor and foresight.

At this time a change of ministry took place, in which
the American basiness was taken from lord Shelburne, and
given to lord Hillsborough, as secretary of state for America,
a new distinct apartment. There was a talk at the time of
getting Dr. Franklin appointed under secretary of state for
that department ; but it fell through, he being consndered too
much of an American.

Lord Hileborough had t‘ormerly, at sundry times, dls-
coursed with Dr. Franklin on the subject of the restraining
act, relative. to paper-money: the latter now waited en the
»ew minister, in order again to press the repeal of the same;
but be found he had not altered in the sentiments concerning
i, which he entertained when at the head of the board of
trade, and which still continued adverse to it.

Dr. Franklin took this opportunity of conversing with lus
lordship concerning the particular affair with which he was
charged by his Pennsylvania constituents, relative to the
change of government in that province; giving him a detail
of all the procecdings hitherto, the delays it had experienced,
and its present situation. Ho.promised him he would inquire
into the matter, and would talk with bim further upon it: bis
lordship expressed great satisfaction at the good disposition
that Le said appeared now to be general in America, with
rgard fo the British government, according to his last ad-
vices; and added, that he had by his majesty’s order, written
the most healing lotters to the several governors, which. if
shown to.the assemblies, as he supposed they would be, could
Bot but confirm that good disposition.

These expectations were not however realized : the Anen
cans began to be sensible of their own consequence, and the
inhabitants of Boston, at a public meeting on the 27th Octo-
ber, 1767, entered into a variety of resolutions for encourag-
ing manufactures, promoting economy, and restraining the
o of foreign superfluities. These resolations, all of which
were highly prejudicial to the trade of Great Britain, con-
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tainod a long list of articles which it was either dotermined
not to use at all, or at least in the smallest possible geanti-
ties, A subscription was opened at the same time, and a com-
mittee appointed, for the increase of their old manufactures,
and the establishment of new ones. Among cther thisgsit
‘was determined to_ give particular encouragement to themak-
" ing of paper, glass, and other commodities that were lizble
to the payment of the new duties upon importation. It was
also resalved to restrain the expense of funerals, to reduce
dress to a degree of primitive simplicity and plainness, and
in general not to purchase any commodities from the mother
ceuntry that could be procured in any of the colonies.

All these resolutions were either adopted, or similar enes
entered into, by most if not all the other colonies on the cus-
tinent. ‘ .

Though the colonies never pretended an exemption feem
contributing to the common expensws necessary to the pros-
perity of the empire, they continued to assert that having
parliaments of their own, and not having representativesia
that of Great Britain, their own parliaments were the enly
proper judges of what they could and ought to centributs in
this case; and that the English parliament had no right to
take their money without their consent. They considered the
British empire not as a single state, but as comprehending
many ; and though the parliament of Great Britain had arro-
gated to itself the power of taxing the colonies, it had we
wore right to do so, than it had to tax Hanover: both coun-
tries had the same king, but not the legislatures. The
Americans conceiving their rights tius established, were de-
termined to maintain them; and they accordingly opposed
the acts of a venal court, resolved to subjugate them .te its
authority, that calm, steady perseverance, worthy of mes
who were determined to be free.

In 1772, lord Hillsborough gave in his resignation, occs-
sioned, as was supposed, from some mortification be bad £x-
perienced, or the evident dislike of the king to his adminis-
tration, which he conceived had tended to weaken the affec-
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tios and respect of the colonies for a royal gevernment—a
seatiment which Dr. Franklin had taken every proper means
o encourage, by the communication of  suitable information -
and convincing proofs derived from America. But the doc~
" tor was not only instrumental in the dismissal of this minis-
fer, but perhaps in the appointment of his successor: for com-
plaining of lord Hillsborough one day at court, to a person -
of considerable influence, that person told him, that the Ame-
ricans were represented by his lordship as an unguict people,
not easily satisfled with any miunistry; that however it was
thought teo much occasion had been given them to dislike the
present; and he asked him, whether, in case he should be
removed, he could name anotber likely to be more accepta-
ble to the celonies? Dr. Frauklin instantly replied, ¢ Yes,
there is lord Dartmouth—we liked him very well when he
was at the head of -the board formerly, and in all probability
should aguin.” This was probably reported: what influence
it may have had is uncertain;- but shortly after lord Dart-
mouth was actually appointed to sacceed lord Hillsborough,
to the great satisfaction of all the friends of America.

Dr. Franklin, it appears, bad about this time a strong in-
dinetion to return to America, though well pleased with his
residence in Ebgland, where, as he writes to his son, ¢« No-
thisg can be more agreeable than my situation, more espe-
cially as I hope for less embarrassment from the new ad-
Divistration. A general respect paid me by the learned, a
mumber of friends and acquaintance among them, with whom
I bave a pleasing intercourse; a character of so much weight,
that it Lias protected me when seme in power would have done
me injury, and continwed me in an office® they would have
deprived me of; my company so much desired, that I seldom
dine at bome in winter, and could spend the whole summer

in the country-houses of inviting friends if I chiose it. Learn-
od and ingenions foreigners that come to England, almost all
make a point of visiting me (fo.u my reputation is still higher

* Deputy postmaster-general of America.
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abroad than here); several of the foreign ambassadors have
assiduously cultivated my acquaintance, treating me.as o
of their corps, partly I believe from the desire they have frem
time to time of hearing something of American affairs, 2
ebject become of importance in foreign courts, who begia o
hope Britain’s alarming power will be diminished by the de-
. fection of her colonies; and partly, that they may have m
opportunity -of introducing me to the gentlemen of thir
country who desire it. The king too has lately been hear o
speak of me with ngard These are flattering circumstances;
but a violent longing for home sometimes seizes me, which 1
can no otherwise subdue, but by promising myself a retun
next spring, or next autumn, and so forth. As to retursisg
hither, if I once gd back, I have no thoughts of it. I amw
far advanced in life to propose three voyages more.” I bam
some important affairs to settle at-home, and considering my
double expenses here and there, I hardly think my salaries.
fully compensate the disadvantages. The late change, bev-
ever, (of the American minister) being thrown into the b
lance, determines me to stay another winter.”

Lord Dartmouth had heretofore expressed great persosal
regard for Dr. Franklin, who now found Inmself upon vory
good terms with this new minister.

As an explanatory introduction to a trausaction of meck
interest and importance in the annals of Dr. Frasklis,
which made a. considerable noise at this time, (17754.) an
which has not hitherto been. satisfactorily developed to the
public, it may be proper to revert a few years back to the
history of the colony of Massachusetts; for which parpe
the following short sketch, frem an uuknowa band, is seb-

mitted.
w

v Notwithstanding, after Dr. Franklin’s return to Americs, in 8¢
spring of 1775, the welfare of his country’ again induced him to ctos$
the Atlantic in 1776, and undertakg, at the age of seventy-one, infi®
and exposed to be captured by the dhemy, a winter’s voyage, to Franct
whence he had again to cross the Atlantic in hu return home, in 178%
being then in his eightieth vear.
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« From the royal and ministerial assurances given in favor
of America in the year 1769, the subsequent repeal in 1770,
of five-sixths of the duties which had been imposed in 1767,
together with the renewal of the mercantile intercourse be-
tween Great Britain and her colonies, many hoped that the
contention between the two countries was finally closed. In
all the provinces excepting Massachusetts, appearances seem-
od to favor that opinion. Many incidents operated there to
the prejudice of that harmony which had began élsewhere to
retarn. The stationing a military force among them was a
permanent source of uneasiness. The royal army had been
breught thither with the avowed design of enforcing submis-
sion to the mother country. Speeches from the throne, and
addresses from both bouses of parliament, had taught them
to look upon the inhabitants as factious turbulent citizens,
who aimed at throwing off' all subordination to Great Bri-
tain; they on the other hand were accustomed to look upon
the soldiery as instruments of tyranny, sent on purpose to
dragoon them out of their liberties. Mutual insults and pro-
vocations were the consequence.

«On the evening of the 5th of March, 1770, a tumult be-
tween the town’s-people and a party of the soldiers took
Place. In this the latter fired on the former and killed seve-
ra of them. Moderate men interposed and prevented a ge-
neral carnage. The events of this tragical night sunk deep
in the minds of the citizens. The anniversary of it was ob-
served with great solemnity. Their ablest speakers were suc-
cessively employed to deliver an annual oration, to preserve -
the remembrance of it fresh in their minds. On these occa-
sions, the blessings of liberty—the horrors of slavery—and
a variety of such popular topics were displayed in elegant
language, and presented to the public view in their most
pleasing or most hideous forms.

« The obstacles to returning harmony, which bave already
been mentioned, were increased by making the judges in
Massachusctts independent of the province. Formcrly they

YOL. I. Gg
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had been paid by yearly grants from the assembly; but (rem
the year 1772, Peter Oliver, the chief justice of the sape-
riqr court, received his salary from the crown. This was -
scnted by the assembly as a species of bribery, tending ta
hias his judicial determinations in favor of the mother com-
try. They made it the foundation of an impeachment; bst
this produced no other consequence than a dissolufion of the
assembly which prosecuted the uncourtly megsure.

¢ A personal avimosity between governor Bernard, lis-
tenant-governor Hutchinson, and some distingunished patriols
in Massachusctts, contributed to perpetuate a flame of dis-
content in that province, though elsewhere it bad visibly
abated. This was worked up in the year 1773 to a high pikch
by a singular combination of circumstances. Some lettera
had been written in the course of the dispute by lieutensnt-
governor Hutchinson, Mr. Oliver, and others in Boston, )
persons in power and office in- England, which contajoed &
very unfavorable representatién of public affairs, and tended
to show the necessity of coercive measures, and of changisg
the chartered system of provincial government. These ket-
ters fell into the hands of Dr. Franklin, agent of the pro-
vince, who transmitted them to his constituents. The isdig-
nation and animosity which was excited on their perusl,
knew no bounds. The house of representatives agreed ona
petition and remonstrance to hid. majesty, in which they
charged their governor and lieutenant-governor with being
betrayers of their trust, and of the people they governed;
and of giving private, partial, and false information. The}
also declared them enemies to the colonies, and prayed for
justice against them, and for their speedy removal from their
places. '

«This petition and remonstrance being transmitted to
Englainl, the merits of it were discussed before Liis majesty's
privy council. After a hearing beforc that board, in which
Dr. Franklin represented t