NAME:_________________


Midterm for Captive Audiences

Choose two of the following three and write a short essay (3 – 4 pages / 800-1000 words, double spaced) on each.  Essays are due by Friday March at 5 pm.
(Please note, that you are being asked to write 2 essays for a combined total of 6 to 8 pages / 1600-2000 words)

A:  
Read Susan Faludi’s article “America’s Guardian Myths” (New York Times, 7 September 2007), which is available via a link from the course website under the reading for Week  2 (i.e. the week we discussed Mary Rowlandson).  

In the article, Faludi writes: “Rowlandson’s story holds a key to our own experience, shedding light on not only the trauma of the day [11 September 2001] itself but our response.”  Do you agree with the way Faludi draws parallels between Rolandson’s experience and 9/11?  Why or why not.   You might pay particular attention to the way she uses the phrase “war on terror.”

B: 
Consider Susana Rowson’s novel Charlotte Temple for its use of the word “constitution” (for example on pages 111 and 130, and perhaps elsewhere).  Through a careful definition of this word, consider the potential relevance of Rowson’s novel of seduction to the political documents we considered in class (The Declaration of Independence, The Articles of Confederation, The United States Constitution, and James Madison’s “Federalist X”, “The Alien and Sedition Acts,” and The Marshall Trilogy; please use only those documents you see as relevant—you do not need to refer to them all in your response.)  

You might also remember Samuel Johnson’s warnings about the potential harmful effects of novel reading (this was handout in class and can also be accessed here:

https://swatfiles.swarthmore.edu:443/facstaff/kjohnso1/web/johnram.html 

please note you are not required to use the Johnson exerpt).

C: 
First, read and analyze Sherman Alexie’s poem “Captivity” (linked off the webpage for Week 2).   Second, develop an essay that interprets Alexie’s poem “Captivity” in relation to Rowland’s texts (the obvious choice) or/and any other texts we have read thus far in the semester.  In your essay, please include consideration of the style and form of Alexie’s poem as it relates to the theme of captivity.
D:
Consider the screen shots from Into the Wild (linked to the syllabus or: http://www.hku.hk/amstudy/intowild.html) and consider one of the following:


In what ways does Christopher Johnson McCandless get Thoreau right?  How does he get him wrong?  Be sure to choose a specific passage or two from Thoreau to support your points.  You are being asked to evaluate the film for its interpretation and/or the character (i.e, Christopher) as the film portrays him.


Or, consider how image and text relate to one another in the film.  Descript and analysis how and why the film depicts Christopher writing (or reading).  Consider the ways in which the film itself superimposes text on images.  What is the thematic / political / ethical / philosophical significance of these effects-- what does it tell us about the relationship between the film and Christopher’s death?

E:
Read the essays on “the Western” by Andre Bazin (linked to Week 3 on the syllabus).  Can you adapt one of his arguments about film and the Western to the television show Little House on the Prairie?  If so, also explain what might make television a bit different-- or how it might change Bazin’s arguments about mythical nature of “the Western.”  Or, consider The Searchers in relation to something that Bazin argues in these essays.
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