PREFACE

“There is not, and there never was, a text-book 50 richl§

deserving a history,” James Bach McMaster ‘ remark;_z % m s g g 8 & g s gg 3&3883 3&5 8&33@”@& @

of The New-England Primer in 1885. Twelve years later:

paul Leicester Ford wrote that history, in an edition &
NEW-ENGLAND

the Primer that even today remains strikingly up-to-datég
True, there is an undeniable quaintness about certain &
Ford's passages, as for example, the long concluding v
jeremiad about the incidence of crime and depravity i§
early New England; and more recent scholarship has ink.
dicated that the first edition of the Primer may We 3
have been published before 1687 or 1688, as suggested b 583
Ford. Yet, on the whole, Ford’s essay remains the be s
4 HISTORY OF ITS ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
wITH A REPRINT OF THE UNIQUE COPY OF THE EARLIEST
KNOWN EDITION AND.M.I.NY FAC-SIMILE L.LUS-
TRATIONS AND REPRODUCTIONS.
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brief introduction to the Primer, its antecedents in Eng
land, and its successive versions in the New World; ang:
the 1727 edition of the Primer, which Ford reprinted,
still the earliest extant copy. The present volume is ef
sentially a facsimile of Ford’s work, with the exceptio?l'
of the appendices and several of the illustrations.

Readers who wish to delve further into the history anf
significance of The New-England Primer will find &
wealth of relevant material in Charles C. Butterwor 3
The English Primers (Philadelphia, 1953), Charles §
Heartman: The New-England Primer Issued Prior
1830 (New York, 1934), Clifton Johnson: Old-Timg
Schools and School-Books (New York, 1904), Georg
Emery Littlefield: Early Schools and School-Books &
New England (Boston, 1904), and John A. Nietz: Olf
Textbooks (Pittsburgh, 1961).
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NOTE

HE following is a facsimile of the earliest known edition of the New England Primet, : 1
taken from the unigue copy inthe Lenox Library. From its lacking one leaf in the
first signature, it is presamed that 2 portrait of the reigning King of Great Brinin
preceded the title page.  Part of pages 21-2, and all of pages 33-4 27 lacking, but the prob ik
able text in restored in this reprint. The last leaf is also wanting, the ezt of which is mup-

plied wo far as possible,

ssasgsc@ss@ss&acgassss@segsess2?

.

@ N€W”La&5&w&&w Y

¥

PRIMER{

For the more eafy attaining™e
B 1 etrueReading of ENGLISH &2

To which is added, o)
ﬁThc Affembly of Divines

ACATECHIS.
B

05 0 570 &+ Printed byS Kueeland 238
X T Green,Sold by the Bookfellese. ¥717 0§
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« v wii 7og aepart from i,
Chap.23.17;18. Let 70! thy heart
envy finners,but be thou in the fear
of the Lord all the day lorg.
For furely there is ant end, and
thy expellation fhall not be eut off .
Eph. 1. 1. Children obey your Fa-
rents in the Lord, for shis 15 r1ght.
Of Serving GOD.
5. God will have mo time 10 fave
us, if we find no day 20 ferve Him.
. Shall we have fix_days 17
feven, and God not one £
3 Chron.28.9.My fen,know thou
theGodofthyFather Zferve Hinwith
aperfa&bmrr,@'wirb 2 willing mnd,
for the Lord fearchetb all bhearts.
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Words of four Syllables.

Ac-com pa-ny Accompany
Be-ne-vo-lence Benevolence
Ce-re-mo-ny Ceremony
Dif con-tent-ed Difcontented
E-ver-laft-ing Everlafting
Fi-deli-ty Fidelity
Glo-ri-fy-ing Glotifying
Hu-mi-lity Humility
In-fis-mi-ty Infirmity
Words of five Syllables.
Ad mi-ra-ti-on Admiration
Re-ne-fi-ci al Beneficial
Con.{o-la ti-on Confolation
De cla ra ti-on Declaration
Ex hor-ta-ticon Exhorstation
For-ni.ca-tion Fornication
Ge.ne-ra ti-on Generation
Ha-bita-ti-on Habitation
pvitation H

In-vitation

In Adan's Fall
We Sinned all,

Thy Life to Mend
This Bock Auend,

|

' The Cat doth play
{ And afeer fay.

A Dog will bite
A Thief at night.

An Eagfej Bight
Vi1s oueof ﬁgh%.

The 1dle Fool
Is whipc at School,



As runs ti!c Glafs
Mans life doth pafls.

My Book and Heart
Shall never part.

Ouwr KIN G the
good
| No man of blood

The Lion bold
The Lamb doth hold.

Nightingales fing
in Time of Spring.

The Royal Oak
it was the Tree
That fay’d His
Royal MajeRie.

P:ter denits
His Lord and cries

Queen Efther comes
i{l}  in Boyal State

41 To Save the JEWS
from di{ma] Fate

Rachol doth mour:
For ker firft born.

Saomuel anoints
wWhomn God appoint:
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Now the Child being entred in his
Letiers and Spelling, let bim
learn thefe and fuch like Sen-
tences by Heart, whereby be will
be both inflrulled in bis Duty,
and encourgged in bis Learning.

The Dutiful Child’s Promifes,

Will fear GOD,and honour the KING.
I will honour my Father & Mother.
1 will Obey my Superiours.
1 will Submit to my Elders,
T will Love my Friends;
Zacheus he | % wig fhah: no Man,
Tacheus 1 wiil forpi i
Did climb the Tree B God for themn, - Y £
: {ee, i Twill ; ‘ex T )
] His Lord to i 25 moch as in me lies keenall God’s
Holy Commandments,

Time cuts down all
Boch great and fmall,

Urah*sbeaureousWile
Made David leek his
Life.

Whaler in the Sea
=l God's Voice obey.

77l Xerxes the great did
i die,
And fo mutt you & I,

Youil forward 11ps
| Death Toonelt nips.




I will learn my Gatechifm.
Y will keep the Lord’s Day Holy,
1 will Reverence God's Sanctuary,
For our GOD is a confuming Fire,

An Alpbabet of Leffons for Youth,
Wife Son makes a glad Facher,bat
a foolifh Son is the heavinefs of
his Mother.

Etter is a little with the fear of the
Lord, than great treafure and trou-
ble therewich.

Ome unro CHRIST afl ye that la.
bour and are heavy laden, and He

will give you reit.

O not the abomirable thing which
1 hate, falch the Lord.

X cept a Man be born again, he can~
not fee the Kingdom of God.

Oolifhnefs is bound up in the heart of
a Child, but the rod of Correllion
fhall drive it far from him.

GRievc not the Holy Spirit,

Olinefs becomes God'’s Houfe for
ever,
T 15 good for me to draw near unto
God.
Eep thy Heartwith allDiligence, for
out of it ave the iffues of Life.
jars fhall have their part in ehe lake
which burns with fire a0d brimflone,
Any are the AffliCtions of the
M Righteous, but the Lord delivers
gnem oue of themall,
OW is the accepted time, now is
the day of Divation.
Ut of the abundance of che heart
the mouth fpeakett.
PRay to thy Father which is in fecrer,
and thy Father which ftesin fecret,
fhall reward thee openly.
Uit you like Men, be ftrong, ftand
fatt in the Faith.

Emember thy Creator in the days
& of thy Youth.
S Ivation belongeth to che Lord

B Truft
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n Rogers, Minifter of
ofpel in London,was

nQ. Mary’sReign,
tS%i:hﬁ:ld,Frbm;
h,1554 HisWife
11Childxes, and one;

the ArftMartyri
and was hurnt a
ﬂﬂ)’the foufte
with nine fma

at her Brealt, followtig him to the
Stake,with which farrowtul fight
he was not in the leaft daunted,
but with wonderful Patience died

couragioufly for the Gofpel of
TJefus Chrift.

Some few Days before his Dearh,
he writ the following Exhortation
tohis Children,

G‘[ve ear my Children to my words,
whom God hath deatly bought,
Lay wp his Laws within your heart,
and print_them fn your thought,
1 leave you here a litcle Book,
for you to look upon
That you way fee your Fathers [face,
w;ﬂheP hf,-I is hdead ar;_dhgone.
ho 1ot the hope of heavenly thi
while he did here Temain, y things,
Gave over all his golden Yesra
W?; PrIifqn and to Pain,
re I amouag my lron Ren
inclofed In the %rlr, %



Not many days befere my Death.
T did compofle this Work.

And for Example to your Youth,
vo whom I wifh ali geod 3

I fend you here God’s perfect Truth,
and feel it with my Blood

To youmy Heirs of earthly Things;
which I do leave behind,

That you may read and underftand,
and keep it io your mind.

That as you have been Heirs of thet
which once fhall wear away,

You al{o may poffe(s that part,
which never (hall decay.

Keep always GOD before your eyery
with all your whole intent ;

Commit no Sin in any wile,
keep his Commandement,

Abhor that arrant Whore of Rome,
and all her Blafphemies ;

And drink not of her cursed Cup,
obey not her decrees.

Give honour to your Mother dear,
remember well her paln ;

And recompenfe hzr in her Age
with the like love again.

Be always ready for her help,
and let her not decay

Remember well your Father all
that fhould have been your flay,

Give of your Portion to the Poor,
as Riches do arife ;

Ard from the needy naked Soul
tufn not away your eyes.

For he that doth not hear the cry
of thofe that fiand in need,

Shal} cry himfelf and not be heard,
when he does hope to fpeed,

If GOD hath given you increale
and blefled well your flore,
Remember youare put in truft,
and fhould relieve the poor.

Beware of feul and fitthy Lufts,
let fuoh things have no place,

Keep clean your Velfelsin the Lord,

that he may you embrace.
e are the Temples of the Lord,
for you are dearly bought



And they that do defile the fame
frall furely come to rought,

Be never Proud by any means,
build not thy houfe too high,

But always have before yeur eyes,
that you are born to dit, )

Defraud not him thae hired is,
your labour to {fuftaio;

And pay him fiill without delay,
his wages for bis pain.

And as you would another Man
againft you fhould proceed,

Do you the fame to them agaia.
it they do ftand in necd.

Impart your Fortion to the Poof,
io Money and in Meat,

And fend the feeble fainting Soul
of that which you do eat.

Ask Counfel always of the wilz,

e ear unto the end,

And ne’r refufe the fweet rebuke
"of him that is thy Friend.

Be always thankful to tne Lord,
with Prayer and with Praife,

Begging of him to blefs your work,
and to direct your ways.

Seck feft 1 foy the living GOD,
and always him adore;

And then be furc that he will bicls

our basker and your flore.

And 1 befeech Almighty GOD,
replenifh you with Grace,

That T may meet you in the Heav'ns,
and fee you face <o face.

And tho’ the Fire my Body burns,
contrary to my kind 3

That 1 cannot enjoy yeur love,
according to my wind.

Yet 1do bope that when the Heav'ns,
fhall vanifh like a ferowl,

T fhall fee you in perfelt fhape,
in Body and in $oul,

And that T may enjoy your love,
and you cnjoy the Land

I do befeech ‘the living LORD
to hiold you in his hand.

Though berc my Body be adjudg'd
in flaming Firc to fry,



My Seul I teuft will Rraighe afeend,
to live with GOD on high,
‘What though this Carcafe {mart 2 while,
what though this Life decay,
My Soul T trufl will be with GOD,
and live with him for aye.
T know [ em a Sinner born,
(rom the Original ;
And thar Ldo delerve to die,
by my Fore-Fathers {all.
‘But by our Saviout’s precious Blood,
wirich on the Grofs was {pile,
Who freely offer’d ur his Life,
to fave our Souls from Guilt,
I hope Redemption I fhail have,
and all that ia him trult
When J fhall fee bim face to face,
and live among the Juil. _
Why then fhould I fear Deathageim look,
fince Clrift for me did died |
For King and Celar, Rich and Paor,
the force of Death, muit trie,
When I am chained to the Stake,
and Faggots girt me round,

Then pray the Lord my Soul in Heav's
may be with Glory crown*d.

Come welcome Death, the end of fears,
I am prepar’d todie;

Thofe earthly Flames will fend my Soul,
op to the Lord on high.

Farewel my Children to the World,
where you muft yet remainy

The Lord of Hoft be your defence
til) we do meet again,

Farewe! my true and loving Wife,
my Children apd my Friends,

I hope in Heaven to fec you ail,
when all things have their ends

If you go on to ferve the Lord,
as you have now begun,

You thall walk fafely all your days,
until your Jifebe done,

GOD grant yon fo to end your days,
a8 he flall ¢think 5t beft,

That I may meee you in the Heav'ns,
where I do hope to reft.

The



R. Jouxn Rocers, Minifter of the
Gofpel in London, was the firft Mar-
tyr in Queen Mary's Reign. and was burnt
at Smithfield, February 14th 1554, His
Wife with nine fmall Children, and one
at her Breat. following bim to the Stake;
with which forrowlul Sight he was nat in
the leaft daunted, but with wonnderful Pati-
ence died courageoufly forthe Gofpel of jelus
Chrift. Some

The Burning of John Rogers

(From the ¢ New England Primer.’’ Boston: 1762)
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INTRODUCTION

IN the apocryphal poem of John Rogers “unto his

Vol

&

children ” which was included in every New Eng-
land Primer, he said :

s I frqve you here a little booke
For you ta looke upon,
That you may see your father's face
When [ am dead and gon.”

-~ could be penned. As one glances over what may truly be
. entitled “ The Little Bible of New England”, and reads its
stern lessons, the Puritan mood is caught with absolute

" futhfulness. Here was no easy road to knowledge and to

- slvation ; but in prose as bare of beauty as the whitewash
- of their churches, in poetry as rough and stern as their

| storm-torn coast, in pictures as crude and unfinished as
 their own glacial-smoothed boulders, between stiff oak cov-
' ers, which symbolized the contents, the children were led,
" until, from being untegenerate, and as Jonathan Edwards
' said, “young vipers, and infinitely more hateful than
- vipers” to God, to that happy state when, as expressed by

- No better description of the New England Primer itself

The New En-
gland Primer
a mirror of
Puritanism

e



