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" THE

PREFACE,

IF ever the Storydf any private

Maw’'s Adventures in tle
World were worth making
Publick, and were acceptable
when Pu_b_lijk’d, the Editor of this
Account thinks this will be fo.
- The Wonders of this Man's
Life exceed all that (ke thinks)
45 10 be found extant ; the Life ¢
one Man being frarce capaéle of
a greater Variety.

The Storyistoldwith Modeﬂ
uith Serioufuefs, and with a reiz-
geous Application of Fvents to the
Ulfes to which wife Men always

apply



The PrEFacE
applythem(viz. )tothe Inflruction
of others by this Example, and to
Juftify and bonour the W ifidom of

rividence i all the Variety of
our Circumfbances, let them hap—
pen bow they will.
" The Editor believes the thrig
20 be a juft Hiftary of Falt ; nei-
ther is thetr any zfppearance of
Fition . it; And however
thinks, becaufe all fuch Things are
dzfputed that the Improvement of
2t, as well to the Diverfim, as
“20 the Inflrution’of the Reader,
~awell be the fame ; and as fuch, he
thinks, without farther Compli-
ment to the World, he does them
‘agreat Service in the Publica-

1"1072 .
THE



THE

.LIFE

ADVENTURES

OF

RoBinsoN CrUsOE, &%,

Was born in the Year 1632, in the

- City of Tork, of a good Family, tho’

~not of that Country, my Father be-

- inga Foreigner of Biemen, who fettled

firlt at Hull: He got a good Eftate

by Merchandize, and lcaving off his

Trade, lived atterwardat Tork, from whence hehad
married my Mother, whofe Relations were nimed
Robinfon, a very good Family in that Country, and
from whom I was called Robinfon Kreutznacy ; but by
the ufual Corruption of Words in England, we are
now called, nay we call our felves, and write our

NameCrufoe,and {0 myCompanions always call’d me.,
B Thad
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" T had two elder Brothers, one of which was
Lieutenant-Collonel to an Englifb Regiment of Foot
in Flanders, formerly commanded by the famous

. Col. Lockhart, and was killed at the Battle near Dusn-

itk againft the Spaniards : What became of my fe-
cond Brother I never knew, any more than my Fa-
ther or Mother did know what was become of me.

Being the third Son of the Family, and not bred
to any Trade, my Head began to be fill'd very
early with rambling Thoughts : My Father, who
ws very ancient, had given me a competent Share
of Learning, as far as Houfe-Education, and a
Country Free-School generally gocs, and defign’d
me for the Law; but I would be fatistied withno-
thing but going to Sea, and my Inclination tothis
led me fo i%rongly againft the Will, nay, the Com-
mands of my Fathel, and againft all the Entreaties
and Perfuafions of my Mother, and other Friends,
that there feem’d to be fomething fatal in that
propenfion of Nature tending dire&ly towards

the Life of Mifery which was to befal me.
My.Father, a wife and grave Man, gave me
ferions and excellent: Counfel againft what he fore-
faw was my Defign. He called me one Morning in-
to his Chamber, where he was confined by the
Gout, and expoftulated very warmly with me upon
this Subje& : He ask’d me what Reafons more than
a meer wandring Inclination I had for leaving my
Father’s Houfe and my native Country, where I
might be well introduced, and had a Profpe&
of raifing my Fortune by Application and In-
duftry, with a Life of Eafe and Pleafure. He
told me it was for Men of defperate Fortunes on
one Hand, or of afpiring, {uperior Fortunes on the
other, who went abroad upon Adventures, to rife
by Enterprize, and make themfelves famous in Un-
dertakings of a Nature out of the common Roz}z}d 5
that
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that thele Things were all either too far above me;
or to far below me ; that mine was the middle
State, or what might be called the upper Station
of Low Life, which he had found by long Experi~
ence was the beft State in the World, the moft.
{uited to human Happinefs, not expofed to the Mi-
feries and Hardfhips, the Labour and Sufferings of.
the mechanick Part of Mankind, and not emba-
ra{s’d with the Pride, Luxury, Ambition and En-~
vy of the upperPart of Mankind. He told me, I
might judge of the Happinefs of this State, by this
one thing, wiz. That this was the State of Life
which all other People envied ; that Kings have
frequently lamented the milerable Confequences of
being born to great Things, and wifh they had
been placed in the Middle of the two Extremes,
between the Mean and the Great; that the wife
Man gave his Teftimony to this as the juft Standard
of true Felicity, when he prayed to have neither
Poverty or Riches. :
He bid me obferve it, and I thould always find,
that the Calamities of Life were fhared among the
upper and lower Part of Mankind; but that the
middle Station had the feweft Difafters, and was
not expos’d to fo many Viciflitudes as the higher or
lower Part of Mankind ; nay, they were not fubje~
&ed to fo many Diftempers and Uneafineffes either
ot Body or Mind, as thofc were, who by vicious
Living, Luxury and Extravagancies on one Hand,
or by hard Labour, want of Neceflarics, and mean
or infufficicnt Diet on the other Hand, bring Di-
ftempers upon them{clves by the natural Confequen-
ces ot their Way of Living; That the middle Sta-
tion of Life was calculated for all kind of Virtues
and all kind of Enjoyments ; that Peace and Plen-
ty were the Hand-maids of a middle Fortune ;
that Temperance, Mod%’ation, Quictnefs, Health,
. 2 Ci~
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Soclety, all agreeable Diverfions, and all defirable
Plcafures, were the Bleffings attending the middle
Station of-Life ;- that this Way Men went filently
and fo1dohly thro’ the World, and comfortably out
of it; ‘ndt embarafs’d- with the Labours of the
Hirids dr 6f the Hedd, not fold to the Life of Sla-
very Tor daily Bread, ortharrafs’d with' perplex’d
Circumftances which rob the Soul of Peace, and
the Body of Refl ; ‘not enrag’d with the Paffion of
Envy, orfecret burning Luft of Ambition for great
Things; but in eafy Circumftances fliding gently
thro’ the World, -and fenfibly tafting the Sweets of
living, without the bitter, feeling that they are
happy, and learning by every Day’s Experience to
know it more fenfibly.
- Aftet this he prels’d me earneftly, and in the
moft affeGionate manner, not to play the young -
Man, not to precipitate my felf into Miferies which
Nature and the Station of Life I was born in,
feem’d to have provided againft ; that I was under
‘no Neceffity of fecking my Bread ; that he would
do well for me, and endeavour to enter me fairly
into the Station of Life which he had been juft re-
commending to me ; and that if I was not very ea-
fy and happy in the World, it muft be my meer
Fate or Fault that muft hinder it, and that he
fhould have nothing to anfwer for, having thus dif-
charg’d his Duty in warning me againft Meafures
whieh_he knew would be to my Hurt : In a word,
that as he would do very kind Things for me
if I would ftay and fectle at Home as he dire&ed,
fo he would not have fo much Hand in my Misfor-
tunes, as to give me any Encouragement to go
away : And to clofe all, he told me, I had my
elder Brother for an Example, to whom he had ufed
the fame earneft Perfuafions to keep him from go-
ing into the Low-County Wars, but cou’d not pre';
: : vail
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vail, his young Defires prompting him to run into
the Army where he was kill’d; and tho’ he faid
he would not ceafe to pray for me, yet he would
-venture to fay to me, that if Idid take thisfoolith
Step, God would not blefs me, and I would have
Lecifure hereafter to refle@ upon having negleGed
his Counfel, when there might be none to afift in
my Recovery. '
I obferved in this laft Part of his Difcourfe,
which was truly Prophetick, tho’ I fuppofe my
Father did not know it to be fo himfelf; 1 f{ay, I
obferved the Tears run down his Face very plen-
tifully, and efpecially when he {poke of my Brother
who was kill’d ; and that when he fpoke of my ha-
ving Leifure to repent, and none to affift me, he
was fo mov’d, that he broke off the Difcourfe, and
.told me, his Heart was fo full, he could fay no
. .more to me.
I was fincerely affe@ed with this Difcourfe, 3s
indeed who could be otherwife ? and I refolv’d not
‘to think of going Abroad any more, but to fettle
. at Home according to my Father’s Defire. But a-
lafs! a few Days wore it all off ; and in fhort, to
prevent any of my Father’s farther Importunities,
in a few Weeks after, I refolv’d to run quite away
from him. However, I did not a& fo haftily neither
as my firft Heat of Refolution prompted, but I
took my Mother, at a Time when ] thought hera
litt e pleafanter than ordinary, and told her, that
my Thoughts were fo entirely bent upon feeing the
World, that I thould never fettle to any thing with
Refolution enough to go through with it, and my
Father had better give me his éonfent than force
me to go without it; that I was now eightcen
Years old, which was too late to go Apprentice to
a Trade, or Clerk to an Attorney ; that I was fure

if 1did, I fhould never ferve out my Time, and I
B3 “fhould
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fhould certainly run away from my Mafter befora
my Time was out, and go'to Sea; and if the would.

-{peak to my Father to fet me go one Voyage a-

‘broad, if I came home again and did not like it, 1
would gono more, and I would promife'by a dou-
“ble Diligence to recover that Time I had loft.

‘This put my Mother into a great Paffion: She
told me, fhe knew it wopld be to no Purpofe to

‘fpeak ro my Father upon any fuch Subje& ; thathe
knew too well what was my Intereft to give his

~Confent to any fuch Thing {o much for my Hurt,

“and that the wondered how T could think of any fuch
“Thing after fuch a ‘Difcourfe as I had had with my

- Father, and fuch'kind and tender Expreflions as fhe

“knew my Father had us’d tome ; and that in fhorr,
if I woulld ruin my felf, there wasno Help forme;
but I might depend I thould nevey have their Con-
fent to it: That for her Part the would not have fo
, "muoch Hand in my Deftru&ion ; and I fhould never

. ‘have it to fay, that my Mother was willing when
‘my Father wasnot.

"* “Tho’ my Mother refufed tomove it to my Father,
yetas I have heard afterwards, fhe reported all the

"Difcourfe to him, and that my Father, after thewing

‘a great Concernat it, faid to her with a Sigh, That
Boy might be happy if he would ftay at home, but if
he goes abroad, he will be the moit miferableft
Wretchthat ever was born: I cangive no Confent
1o it.

""" Ttwas nottillalmoft a Year after this that I broke
Toofe, tho’ in the mean time I continued obftinately
deaf to all Propofals of fettling to Bufinefs, and fre-
quently expoftulating with my Father and Mother,
about their being o pofitively determin’d againft
what they knew my Inclinations prompted me to.
But being one Day at Hull, where I went cafually,
and without any Purpof¢ of making an Elopem]eng

. that
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that time; but Ifay, being there, and one of my

Companions being going by Sea to Londom, in his

Father’s Ship, and prompting me to go with them,
with the common Allurement of Seafaring Men, viz.

That it fhould coft me nothing for my Paflage, 1
confulted neither Father nor Mother any more, nor
fo much as fentthem Word of it ; but leaving them
to hear of it as they might, without asking God’s
Blefling, or my Father’s, without any Confideration
of Circumftances or Confequences,and in anill Houry
God knows, on the firft of Seprember 1651, I went
on Board a Ship bound for. London : Never any young
Adventurer’s Misfortunes, I believe, began fooner,
or continued longer than mine. The Ship was no
fooner gotten out of the Humber, but the Wind be-
gan to blow, and the Sea to rife in a moft frightful
manner ; and as I had never been at Sea before, I was
moft inexpreflibly fick inBody,and terrify’d in Mind:
I began now ferioufly to refleé upon what I had
done, and how juftly I was overtaken by the Judg-~
ment of Heaven for my wicked leaving my Father’s
Houfe, and abandoning my Duty; all the good
Counfel of my Parents, my Father’s Tears, and my
Mother’s Entreaties came now frefh into my Mind ;
and my Confcience, which was not yet cometo the
Pitch of Hardnefs to which it has been fince, rew
proach’d me with the Contempt of Advice, and the
Breach of my Duty to God and my Father.

All this while the Storm encreas’d, and the Sezg
which I had never been upon before,went very high,
tho’ nothing like what I have feen many times
fince; no, nor like what I faw a few Days after s
But it was enough to affe& me then, who was but
a young Sailor, and had never known any thing of
the Matter, I expe&ed every Wave would have
{wallowed us up, and that every time the Ship feil
down, as I thaught, inBthe Trough o Hollo“;.

. 4 4
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of the Sea, we fhould never rife more;  and in this
Agony of Mind, I made many Vows and Refolu-
tions, that if it would pleafe God here to fpare
my Life this one Voyage, if everI got once my
Foot upon dry Land again, I would go dire&ly
home to my Father, and never fet it into a Ship a-
gain while I livid; that I wou!d take his Advice,
and:never run my felf into fuch Miferies as thefe a-
ny more. Now I faw plainly the Goodnefs of his
Obfervations about the middle Station of Life,
how ' eafy, how comfortably he had liv’d all his
Days, and never had been expos’d to Tempedts at
Sea, or Troubles on Shore; and I refolv’d that 1
would, like .2 true repenting Prodigal, go home to
my Father. . . :

i Thefe wife and fober Thoughts continued all the
while the Storm continued, and indeed fome time
after ; but the next Day the Wind was.abated and
the Sea calmer, and I began to be a little innur’d
toit: However, I was very grave for all that Day,
being alfo a little Sea fick ftill; but towards. Night
the Weather clear’d up, the Wind was quite over,
a charming fine Evening follow’d; the Sun went
down perte&ly clear, and rofe fo the next Morn-
ing ; and having little or no Wind, and a fmooth
Sea, the Sun fhining upon it, the Sight was, asI
thought, the moft delightful that ever I faw.

I had flept well in the Night, and was now no
more Sea-fick, but very chearful, looking with
Wonder upon the Sea that was fo rough and terri-
ble the Day before, and could be {o calm and fo
pleafant in {o little time after. - And now leaft my
good Refolutionsfhould continue, my Companion,
who had indeed entic’d me away, comes to me,
IWell, Bob, fays he, clapping me on the Shoulder,
How do you do after it? Iwarrant you were frighted,
wa'n't yow laft INight, . when it blew but a Caj;/V .Edo{

ind !
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Wind 2 A Cap full dyou call it ? faid 1, “rwas aterri-
ble Storm : A Storm, you Fool you, replies he, do ym
call that a Storm, why it was nothing at all ; give us but
a good Ship and Sea-room, and we think nothing of fuch
a Squall of Wind asthat ; but you're but a frefb Water
Sailor, Bob ; come let us make a Bowl of Punmch and
we’ll forget all that, dye fee what charming Weather *tis
mw, ‘To make fhort this fad Part of my Story,
we went the old way of all Sailors, the Punch was
made, and I was made drunk with it, and in that
one Night’s Wickednefs I drowned all my Repen-
tance, all my RefleGions upon my paft Condu&;
and all my Refolutions for my future. Ina word,
as the Sea was returned to its Smoothnefs of Sur-
face and fettled Calmnefs by the Abatement of that
Storm, fo the Hurry of my Thoughts being over,
my Fears and Apprehenfions of being {wallow’d up
by the Sea being forgotten, and the Current of my
former Defires return’d, I entirely forgot the Vows
and Promifes that I made in my Diftrefs. I found
indeed fome Intervals of Refle&ion, and theferious
Thoughts did, as it were, endeavour to return a-
gain {fometimes, but I thook them off, and rouz’d
my felf from them as it were from a Diftemper,
and applying my felf to Drinking and Company,
foon mafter’d the Return of thofe Fits, for fol
call’d them, and I had in five or fix Days got as
compleat a ViGory ever Confcience as any young
Fellow that refolv’d not to be troubl’d with it,
could defire : But I was to have another Trial forit
ftill ; and Providence, asin fuch Cafes gencrally
it does, refolv’d to leave me entirely without Ex-
cufe. For if I would not take this for a Delive-
rance, the next was to be fuch a one as the worft
and moft harden’d Wretch among us would con-
fefs both the Danger and the Mercy,

‘The
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.+ 'The fixth Day of our being at Sez we came in-
to Yarmouth Roads 5 the Wind having been contra»
1y, and the Weathercalm, we hadmade but little
Way fince the Storm. Here we were obliged to
cometo an Anchor, and here welay, the Wind con-
tinuing contrary, wviz. at South-weft, for feven or
eight Days, during which time a great many Ships
from Neugaftle came into the fame Roads, as the
common Harbour where the Ships might wait for
a Wind for the River. e

We had not however rid here fo long, but fhould
have Tided. it up the River, bur that the Wind
blew too frefh; and after we had lain four ot fivg
-Days, blew very hard. However, the Roads be-
ingreckoned as good as 2 Harbour, the Anchorage

od, and. our Ground-Tackle very ftrong, our
-Men were unconcerned, and not in the leaft appre-
henfive of Danger, but fpent the Time in Reit and
Mirth, afterthe manner of the Sea; but the eighth
Day in the Morning, the Wind increafed, and we
had all Hands at Work to ftrike our Top-Matts,
and make every thing foug and clofe,: that the Ship
might ride as eafy as pofible. By Noon the Sea
went very high indeed,.and our Ship rid Forecaftle
in, fhippd feveral Seas, and we thought once or
twice our Anchor had come home; upon which
our Mafter order’d out the Sheet Anchor; fo that
we rode with two Anchors a-head, and the Cables
vered out to the better End.

By this Time it blew a terrible Storm indeed,
and now I began tofee Terror and Amazement in
the Faces even of the Seamen themfelves. The Ma-
fter, tho’ vigilant in the Bufinefs of preferving the
Ship, yet as he went in and out of his. Cabbin by
me, I could hear him foftly to himfelf fay feveral
times, Lord be merciful to us, we fhall be all lof}, we
fhall beall undome ; and thelike, During thefe I;ir&

ug=
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Hurries, I was ftupid, lying fill in my Cabbin,
which was in the Steerage, 4nd cannot defcribe my

Temper : I could ill re-aflume the firft Penitence,
which I had {o apparently trampled upon, and har
den’d my feif againft: I thonght the Bitternefs of
Death had been paft, and that this would be no-
thingtoo like the'firft.  But when the Malter him~
flf came by me, as I {aid juft .now, and faid we
thould be all loft, I was dreadfully frighted: I got
up out of my Cabbin, and look’d ont ; but fuch2
difmal Sight I neverfaw : The Sea went Mountains
high, and broke upon us every’ three or four Mi-
nutes : When I could look about, I could feeno-
thing but Diftrefs round us: Two Ships that rid
near us, we found, had cut their Mafts by the
Board, beingdeep loaden; and our Men cry’d out,
‘that a Ship which rid aboutr a Mile a-Head of us
was foundered, Two more Ships being driven from
their Anchors, were run out of the Roads to Sea,
at all Adventyres, and that with not a Maft ftand-
ing. The light Ships fared the beft,” as notfo much
labouring in the Sea; but two or three of them
drove, and came clofe by us, running away with
‘only their Sprit-fail out before the Wind. '

Towards Evening the Mate and Boatfwain
begg’d the Mafler of our Ship to let them cnt 2-
way the Fore-maft, which he was very unwilling, ...

o But theBoatfwain protefting to him, that if he™ "
did not, the Ship would founder, he confented 3
and when they had cut away the Fore-maft, the
Main-maft ftood fo loofe, and fhook the Ship fo
much, they were obliged tocut her away alfo, and
makea clear Deck.

‘Any one may judge what a Condition I muft be
in at all this, who was but a young Sailor, and
who had been in fuch a Fright before at but a lit-
tle.” Buc if I can exprefs at this Diftance the
: ‘Thoughts
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‘Thoughts I had about me at that time, I was in
';cnfolg more Horror of Mind upon Accqunt of my
‘former Convi&ions, and the having returned from
them to the RefolutionsI had wickedly taken at firft,
than I was at Death it felf; and thefe added to the
“Terror of the Storm, put me into fuch a Conditiop,

«that I can by no words defcribe it. But the worft
‘was not come yet, the Storm continued with fuch
Fury, that the Secamen themfelves acknowledged
they had never known a worfe. We had a good Ship,
but fhe was deep loaden, and wallowed in the Sea,
that the Seamen every now and then cried out, fhe
would founder. It was my advantage in one refpe&,
that I did not know what they meant by Founder,
till Ienquir'd. However, the Storm was fo vio=
lent, that I faw what is not often feen, the Malfter,
the Boatfwain, and fome others more fenfible than
she reft, at their Prayers, and cxpe&ing every Mo-
ment when the Ship would go to the Bottom. In
the Middle of the Night, and under all the reft of
of our Diftrefles, one of the Men that had been
down on Purpofe to fee, crigd qut we had {prung a
Leak ; another faid there was four Foot Water in
the Hold. Thenall Hands were called to the Pump.
At that very Word, my Heart, asI thought, died
within me, and I fejl backwards upon the Side of
my Bed where I fat, into the Cabin. However,
the Men roufed me, and told me, that I that was
able to do nothing before, was as well able to
pump as another; at which I ftirr’d up, and went
10 the Pump and work’d very heartily. While this
was doing, the Mafter fecing fome light Colliers,
who not able to ride out the Storm, were oblig’d
to flip and run away to Sea, and would come near
us, order’d to fire a Gun as a Signal of Diftrefs. I
who knew nothing what that meant, wasfo furpri-

2¢cd, that I thought the Ship had broke, or fome
dread-
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dreadful thing had happen’d. Inaword, I was fo
furprized, that 1 fell down in a Swoon. As thig
was a time when every Body had his own Life to
think of, no Body minded me, or what wasbecome
of me ; but another Man ftept up to the Pump, and
thrufting me afide with his Foot, let me lye, think-
ing I had been Dead; and it was a great while
be%orc I came to my felf.

We work’d on, but the Water encreafing in the
Hold, it was apparent that the Ship would founder,
and tho’ the Storm began to abate a little, yet as
it was not poffible fhe could fwim till we might run
into a Port, fo the Mafter continued firing Guns for
Help; and a light Ship who had rid it out juft 2
Head of us, ventured a Boat out to helpus. It was
with the utmoft hazard the Boat came near us, but
it was impoffible for us to get on Board, or for the
Boat to lie near the Ship Side, tillat laft the Men
rowing very heartily, and venturing their Lives to
fave ours, our Men caft them a Rope over the Stem
with a Buoy toit, and then vered it out a great
Length, whichthey after great Labour and Hazard
took hold of, and we hawl’d them clofe under our
Stern and got all into their Boat. It was to no
Purpofe for them or us after we were in the Boat to
think of reaching to their own Ship, fo all agreed
to' let her drive, and only to pull her in towards
Shore as much as we could, and our Mafter pro-
mifed them, That if the Boat was ftav’d upon
Shore he would make it good to their Mafter, fo
partly rowing and partly driving, our Boat wenta-
wayto the Northward, floaping towards the Shore
almoft as far as WWinterton-Nefs, ,

We were not much more than a quarter of an
Hour out of our Ship but we faw her fink, and
then I underftood for the firft time what was meant
by a Ship foundering in the Sea; I muft acknows

ledge
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ledge I had hardly Eyes to look up when the Sei<.
men told me fhe was finking; for from that Mo-.
ment they rather put me into the Boat than thatl
might be faid to go in, my Heart was as it were
dead within me, partly with Fright, partly with
Horror of Mind and the Thoughts of what was
yet before me.. R PR Y

While we were in this Condition, the Mes yet:
labouring at-the Oar to bring the Boat neatthe
Shore, we could fee, wben our. .Boat mounsivg the
Waves, we were able to fee any thing, .4 great many.
People running along the Strandtoaflift us when
we fhould come near, but.we made but flow way.
towards the Land,.nor were we able to reach the
Shore, till being paftthe.Light-Houfe at #imterton,
the Coatt £alls off to the Weftward towards Cramer,
and fo the Land broke off a little the Violence of
the Wind: Here we got in, and.tho’ not without
much Difficulty got all fafe on Shore, and walk’d
afterwardson Foot to Yarmouth, where, asunfor-
tunate: Men, we were ufed with great Humanity,
as well by the.Magiftrates of the Town, who
affign’d us good Quarters, as by particular Mer-
chants and Owners of Ships, and had Money gi-
ven us fufficient to carry us either to London, or back
to Hul, as we thought fit. '

Had I now had the Senfe to have gone back to
Hull, and have gone home, I had been happy,-and.
my Father, an Embieme of our bleffed Saviour’s Pa-
rable, had even kill’d the fatted Calf for me ; for
hearing the'Ship I went away in, was calt away in
Yarmouth Road, it wasa great while betore he had
any Affurance that I was not drown’d.

* But my ill Fate pufh’d me on now with an Qb-
ftinacy that nothing could refift; and tho’I had fe-
veral times loud Calls from my Reafon and my

more compofed Judgment to go home, yet I bad
. ' no
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ho Power to do it. I know not what to call this, nog
will I urge, that itis a fecret over-ruling Dccreg
that hurries us on to be the Inftruments of our own
DeftruGion, even tho’ it be before us, and that we
puth upon it with our Eycsopen. Certainly no-
thing but fome fuch decrced unavojdable Mifery
attending, and which it was impoffiblle for me to
efcape, could have puth’d me forward againft the
calm Reafonings and Perfuafions of my moft re-
tired Thoughts, and againft two fuch vifible In-
ftruGionsas I had met with MX firft Attempt. ..
My Comrade, who had help’d to harden mebe-
fore, and wha was the Mafter’s Son, wasnow lefs
forward than I; the firft time he {poke tome after
we were at Yarmouth, which was not till two ox
three Days, for weé were feparated in the Town
to feveral Quarters ; Ifay, thefirft time he faw me,
it appear’d his Tong was alter’d, and looking very
melancholy, and fhaking his Head, ask’d me how
I did, and telling his Father whoI was, and how
Ihad come this Voyage only for a Trial, in order
to go farther abroad ; his Father turning to me.
with a very grave and concern’d Tone, Young Mau,
fays he, you ought never to go to Sea ;;y more, you ought:
to take this for a plain and vifible Token that you are
not to be a Seafaring Man. Why, Sir, {aid I, will you
goto Sea no more? That is another Cafe, {aid he,
at is my Calling, andtherefore myDuty; but as you made
this Voyagefor a Tryal, you fee what a Tafte Heaven bas.
given you of what you are to expell if you perfift; perbaps
this is all befallen us on your Account, like Jonah in the
Skip of Tarfhifh. Pray, continues he, what are you ¥
And vnwhat Account did you go to Sea? Upon that I
told him fome of my Story ; at the End of which he
burft out with a ftrange kind of Paffion, What had
1 done, fays he, thatfuch an unhappy Wretch fhould
come into my Ship; I would not fet my Foot }l;n
the
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folved to go again ; and who taking a Fancy to my
Converfation, which was not atall difagreeable at
that time, hearing me fay I had a mind to fee the
World, told me, if I wou’d go the Voyage with
him I fhould be at no Expence; I fhould be his
Mefs-mate and his Companion, and if I could car
ry any Thing with me, I thould have all the Ad-
vantage of it that the Trade would admit; and
perhaps I might meet with fome Encouragement.

I embrac’d the Offer, and entring into a ftri&
Friendthip with this Captain, who was an honeft
and plain-dealing Man, I went the Voyage with
him, and carried a fmall Adventure with me, which
by the difinterefted Honefty of my Friend the Cap-
tain, I increafed very confiderably ; forI carried a-
bout 40/. in fuch Toys and Trifles as the Caprain
dire@ed me to buy. This 40 /. I had muftered to~
gether by the Affiftance of fome of my Relations
whom I correfponded with, and who, I believe,
got my Father, or at leaft my Mother, to contri<
bute {fo much as that to my firlt Adventure.

This was the only Voyage which I may fay was
fuccefsful in all my Adventures, and whichIowe to
the Integtity and Honefty of my Friend the Cap-+
tain, under whom alfo I got a competent Know-
ledge of the Mathematicks and the Rules of Na-
vigation, . learn’d how to keep an Account of the
Ship’s Courfe, take an Obfervation ; and in fhorty
to underftand fome Things that were needful to be
underftood by a Sailor: For, as he took Delight to
introduce me, I took Delight to learn ; and, ina
Word, this Voyage made me both a Sailor and a.
Merchant : For I brought Home L. 5. 9 Ounces of
. Gold Duft for my Adventure, which yielded me in
London, at my Return, almoft 300 /. and this fill’d
me wigathofe afpiring Thoughts which have fince
fo compleated my Ruin. , .

: ¢t
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Yet even in this Voyage I had my Misfortunés
too ; particularly, that I was continually fick, be-
ing thrown into a violent Calenture by the exceflive
Heat of the Climate ; our principal Trading being
upon the Coaft, from the Latitude of t5 Degrees;
North even to the Line it felf.

I was now fet up for a Guinzy Tradér ; and my
Friend, tomy great Misfortune, dying foon after his
Arrival, Irefolv'd to go the fame Voyage again;
and I embark’d in the fame Veflel with one who was
his Mate in the former Voyage, and had not got
the Command of the Ship. This was the unhap-=
pieft Voyage that ever Man made ; for tho’ I did
not carry quite oo /& of my new gain’d Wealth,
fo that I had 200/, left, and which I lodg’d with
my Friend’s Widow, who was very juft to me, yet -
I fell into terrible Misfortunes in this Voyage; and
the firft was this, viz. Qur Ship making her Courfe
towards the CanmarylIflands, or rather between thofe
Iflands and the African Shore, was {urprized in the
.Grey of the Morning, by a Turkifh Rover of Sallee;
“who gave Chafe to us with all the Sail fhe could
make. We crowded alfo as much Canvafs as our
Yards would fpredd, or our Mafts carry, to have
got clear ; but finding the Pirate gain’d upon us;
and would eertainly come up with us in a few
Hours, we prepar’d to fight ; our Ship hdving 12
Guns; and-the Rogue 18. About three in the Af~
ternoon he came up with us; and bringing too by
‘Miftake, juft athwart our Quarter, inftead of a-
thwart our Stern, as he intended, we brought 8 of
-our Guns to_bear on that Side, and pour’d in 2
-Brdadfide upon him, which made him fheer off a<
. gain, after returning our Fire; and pouring in alfé
.his fmall Shot from near 200 Men which he had ofi
Board.. However, we had not a Man tojjgh’d, all
our Men keeping clofe. He prepar’d to ftack 68

el . € x - agiid
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again, and -we to defend our felves; but laying vs
on Board the next time upon our other Quarter,
he'entér’d fixty Men upon our Decks, who imme-
diarely fell to cutting and hacking the Decks and
Rigging. . We ply’d them with Small-fhot, Half
Pikes, Powder:Chefts, and fuch like, and clear’d
our Deck of them twice. “However, to cut thort
this melanchely Part of our Story, our Ship being
difabled, and three of our Men kill’d, and eight
wounded, we were obliged toyield, and were car-
ry’d all Prifoners into Sallee, a Port belonging to
the Moors.

The Ufage I had there was not o dreadful as at
firftI apprehended; nor was ¥ carried up the Coun-
try to the Emperor’s Court, as the reft of our Men
were, but was kept by the Captain of the Rover,
as his proper Prize, and made his Slave, being
young and nimble, and fit for his Bufinefs. Atthis
furprizing Change of my Circumftances from a
Merchant to a miferable Slave, ‘I was perfe&ly o=
verwhelmed ; and now I look’d back upon my Fa-
thet’s prophetick Difcourfe to me, that I thould be
miféfable, and have none to relieve me, which I
thought was now focffe@ually brought to pafs, that
it could not be worfe; that now the Hand of Hea-
ven had overtaken me, ' and' 1 was undone without
Redemption. But alafs ! this was but a Tafte of
the Mifery I was to go thro’, as will appear in the
Sequel of this Story.

As my new Parron or Mafter had taken me Home
to his Houfe, fo I wasin Hopes that he would take
me with him when he went to Sea again, believ-
ing that it would fome time or other be his Fate
. to be taken by a Spanifh or Portugal Man of War ;
-and thar then I'fhould be fet ag Liberty. But this
Hope gfyminc_ was foon taken away ; for when he
-Went to Ses, he left me on Shore to look after his
ST . : little

L
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little Garden, and do the common Drudgery of
Slaves about his Houfe ; and when he came Home
again from his Cruife, he order’d me to lie in the
Cabin to look after the Ship. .

" Here I meditated nothing but my Efcape ; and
what Method I might take to effe& it, but found
no Way that had the leaft Probability in it : No~-
thing prefented to make the Suppofition of it ra-
tional; for I had no Body to communicate it to,
that would embark with me; no Fellow-Slave, no
Englife Man, Irifb Man, or Scotch Man there but my
feIf; fo that for two Years, tho’ I often pleafed m
felf with the Imagination, yet I never had the lea
encouraging Profpe& of putting it in Practice.

After about two Years, an odd Citcumftance
prefented it felf, which put the old Thought of
making fome Artttempt for my Liberty, again in
my Head: My Patron lying at Home longer than
ufual, without fitting out his Ship, which, as I
heard, was for want of Money ; he ufed conftant~
ly, once or twice a2 Week, fometimes oftner, if the
Weather was fair, to take the Ship’s Pinnace, and
go out into the Road a fithing ; and as he always
took me and a young Marefco with him to row the
Boat, we made him very merry, and I prov’d very
dexterous in catching Fifh; infomuch that fome-
times he would fend me with a Moor, one of his
Kinfmen, and the Youth the Marefco, as they call’d
him, to catch a Difh of Fith for him.

It happen’d one time, thatgoing a fithingin a
ftark calm Morning, a Fog rofe {o thick, that tho’
we were not half a League from the Shore we loft
Sight of it; and rowing we knew not whither or
which Way, we labour’d all Day and all the next
Night, and when the Morning came we found we -
had pull'd off to Sea inftead of pulling in for the
Shore ; and that we were at leat two Leagues from

C3 the
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the Shore: However, we got well in again, tho’
with a great deal of Labour, and fome Danger;
for the Wind began to blow pretty frefh in the
Morning; but particularly we were all very hungry.
But our Patron, warn’d by this Difafter, refolved
o take more Care of himfelf for the future ; and
éavinilying by him the Long-Boat of our Englifh
hip they had taken, he refolved he would not go
4 fithing any more without 2 Compafs and fome
Provifipn ; fo he ordered the Carpenter of his
$hip, who alfo was an Englifs Slave, to build alit-
tle State-Room or Cabin in the middle of the
Long-Boat, like that of a Barge, with a Place tq
ftand behind it to fteer and hale home the Main-
- fheet; and Room before for 2 Hand or two to
ftand and work the Sails? She fail'd with that we
a Shotlder of Mutton Sail; and the Boom
ib’d over the Top of the Cabin, which lay very
and low, and had in it Room for him to lie,
W?{i a Slave or two, and a Table to eat on, with
fome fmall Lockers to put in fome Bottles of fuch
Liquor as he thought fit to drink ; particularly
his Bread, Rice and Coffee.

" We went frequently out with this Boat a fithing,
nd as I was moft dextrous to catch Fith for him,
?’xe never went ‘without me: It happen’d that he
had appointed to go outin this Boat, either for
leafure or for Fifh, with two or three Moors of
§>me Diftin&ion in that Place, and for whom he
ad provided extraordinarily ; and had therefore
fent on Board the Boat over Night, alarger Store
of Provifions than ordinary ; and had orser’d me
to get ready three Fuzees with Powder and Shot,
which were on Board his Ship; for that they de-

{ign'd fome Sport of Fowling as well as Fifhing.
"I got all Things ready as he had dire&ed, and
waited the next Morming with the Boat, wa;’ihed
! cican,
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clean, her Antient and Pendants out, and eve
thing to accommodate his Guefts; when by an
by my Patron came on Board alone, and told me
his Guefts had put off going, upon fome Bufinefs
that fell out, and order'd me with the Man and
Boy, as ufual, to go out with the Boat and catch
them fome Fifh, for that his Friends were to fup
at his Houfe ; and commanded that as foon as ¥
had got fome Fifh I fhould bring it home to his
Houfe ; all which I prepar’d to do,

" This Moment my former Notions of Deliver-
ance darted into my Thoughts, for now I found I
was like to have a little Ship at my Command ; and
my Mafter being gone, I prepar’d to furnith my
felf, not for a fithing Bufinefs, but for a Voyage ;
tho’ I knew not, neither did I{o much as confider
whither I fhould fieer; for any where to get-out
of that Place was my Way. .

My firft Contrivance was to make a Pretence to
fpeak to this Moor, to get fomething for our Sub~
fiftence on Board; for I'told him we muft not pre-
fume to eat of our Patron’s Bread ; he faid, that
wastrue ; {o he brought a large Basket of Rusk
or Bisket of their kind, and three Jarrs with. frefh
Water intp the Boat; I knew where my Patron’s
Cafe of Bottles ftood, which it was evident by
the Make were taken out of fome Englifb Prize ; and
I convey'd them into the Boat while the Moor was
on Shore, as if they had been there before, for our
Mafter: 1convey'd alfo a great Lump of Bees-
Wax into the Boat, which weighed above half 2
hundred Weight, with g Parcel of Twine or
Thread, a l-fatchct‘, a Saw, and a Hammer, all
which were of great Ufe to us afterwards: efpe-
eially the Wax to make Candles, Another Trick
I try’d upon him, which he innocently came into,
alfo; his Name was .{fm(a:el, who they call Muly,

- 4 or
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or Moely, fo I call'd to him, Moely faid I, our Pa-
tron’s Guhs are on Board the Boat, can you not
get a little Powder and Shot, it may be we may
kil fome Alcamies (a Fowl like our Culieus) for our.
feives, for I know he keeps the Gunner’s ‘Stores in
the -Ship? Yes, fays he, I'll bring fome, and ac-
cordingly he brought a great Leather Pouch which
held about a Pound and half of Powder, or rather
mote; and another with Shot, that had five or fix
Pound, with fome Bullets; and put all into the
Boat: At the fame time I had found fome Powder
of my Mafter’s in the great Cabin, with which I
fil’d one of the large Bottles in the Cafe, which
was almoftempty ; pouring what was in it into a-
nother: And thus furnithed with every thing need-
ful, we fail’d out of the Portto fith : The Cattle,
which is at the Entrance of the Port, knew whowe
were, and took no Notice of us; and we were not
~above a Mile out of the Port before we hal’d inf our
~ Sail, and fet us down to fith: The Wind blew
from the N. NE. which was contrary to my Defire;
for had it blown Southerly, Ihad been fure to have'
made the Coaft of Spain, and at leaft reach’d to the
Bay of Cadiz ; but my Refolutions were, blow
which way it would, 1 would be gone from that
horrid Place where I was, and leave thereft to Fate.

After we had fith'd fome time and catch’d no-
thing, for when I had Fifh on my Heok, 1 would
not pull them up, that he might not fee them ; I faid
to the Moor, this will not do, our Maiter will not
be thus ferv’d, we muit ftand farther off: He think-
ing no Harm agreed, andbeing in the Head of the .
Boat fet the Sails; and as I had the Helm I run
the Boat out near a League farther, and then
brought her too as if I would fith, when giving
the Boy the Heim, 1 flept forward to where the
Moor was, asd making as if I ftoop’d for (ol::'m-

o thipg
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thing behind him, I took him by furprize with
my Arm under his Twift, and toft him clear o-
ver board into the Sea ; he rife immediately, for
he fwam like a Cork, and call’d to me, begg’d to be
taken in, told me he would go all over the World
with me; he fwam fo firong after the Boat thathe
would have reach’d me very quickly, there being but
little Wind ; upon which 1 ftept into the Cabin,
and fetching one of the Fowling-pieces, I prefented
it at him, and told him, I had done him no hurt,
and if he would be quiet I would do him none: But
faid I, you f{wim well enough to reach the
Shore, and the Sea is calm, make the beft of your
Way to Shore and I will do you no harm, but if

ou come near the Boat I'll thoot you thro’ the
}:lcad ; forI am refolved to have my Liberty ; fo
he tura’d himfelf about and {wam for the Shore,
and I make no doubt but he reach’d it with Eafe,
for he was an excellent Swimmer.

I could have been content to ha’ taken this Moor
with me, and ha’drown’d the Boy, but t}frc wasno
venturing to truft him : When he was gode Iturn’d
to the Boy, who they call'd Xury, and faid to
him, Xury, if you will be faithful to me I’ll make
you a great Man, but if you will not ftroak your
Faceto betrueto me, that is, fware by Mahomet and
bhis Father’s Beard, I muft throw you into the Sea
too ; the Boy fmil’d in my Face and {poke fo inno~
cently that I could not miftruft him ; and fwore to
be faithful to me, and go all over the World with
me.

‘While T.was in View of the Moor that was
{wimming, I ftood out dire&ly to Sea with the Boat,
rather firetching to Windward, that they might -
thirtk me gone towards the Straits-mouth (asindeed
any one that had been in theirWits mu# ha’ been fup-
pos'dto doorwho would ha’fuppos’d we were fail'd
. . - on
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on to the Southward to the truly Barbarian Coaft,
where whole Nations of Negroes were fure to fur~
yound us with their Canoes, and deftroy us;
where we could ne’er once gone on Shore bit we
fhould be devour'd by favage Bealls or more mes-
cilefs Savages of human kind. _

But as foon as it grew dusk in the Evening,
chang’d my Courfe, and fteer’d dire@ly South and
by Eaft, bending my Courfe a little toward thg
Eaft, that 1 might keep in with the Shore ; and
having a fair frefh Gale of Wind, and fmooth quiet
%:, T'made fuch Sail that I believe by the next

y at Three a Clock in the Afternoon, when I
firft made the Land, I could not be lefs than 150
Miles South of Sallee; quite beyond the Emperor
of Morocco’s Dominions, or indeed of any other
King thereabouts, for we faw no People. .
« Yetfuch was the Fright I had taken at the Moors,
and the dreadful Apprehenfions I had of falling in-
o -their Hands, that I would not ftop, or goon
Shore, or come to an Anchor ; the Wind continu-
ing fair, ’till I had fail'd in that maoner five Days:
And then the Wind fhifting to the Southward; I
concluded alfo that if any of our Veflels were in
Chafe of me, they alfo would now give over; fo.
I ventur’d to make to the Coaft, and came to an
Anchor in the Mouth of a little River, I knew not
what, or where; neither what Latitude, what
Country, what Nation, or what River: I neither.
faw, or defir’d to fee any People, the principal thing
I wanted was freth Water: We came into this -
Creek in the Evening, refolving to{wim on Shore ~
as foon as it was dark, and difcover the Country ;
but as foon as it was quite dark, we heard fuch
dreadful Noifes of the Barking, Roaring, and
Howling of wild Creatures of we knew not what
Kinds, that the poor Boy was ready to die with -
- “F €ary
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Fear and begg'd of me not to go on Shore til}
Day ; well Xury, faid I, then I won’t, butit may
be we may fee Men by Day, who will be as bad ta
us as thofe Lyons ; then we give them the fboot Gun,
fays Xury, laughing, makethem run wey; fuch Englifh
Xury fpoke by converfing among us Slaves, howe-
ver I was glad to fee the Boy fo cheerful, and I
gave him a Dram (out of our Patron’s Cafe of Bot-
tles) to chear him up: After all, Xury’s Advice
was good, and I took it, we dropp’d ourlittle An=
chor and lay ftill alt Night; I fay ftill, for we flept
none ; for intwo or three Hours we faw vaftgreat
Creatures (we knew not what to call them) of
many forts, come down to the Sea-thore and run in~
to the Water, wallowing and wathing themfelves
for the Pleafure of cooling themfelves: and they
made fuch hideous Howlings and Yellings, that
never indeed heard the like. . -
Xury was dreadfully frighted, and indeed fo was
Itoo; but we were both more frighted when we
heard one of thefe mighty Creatures come {wim=
ming towards our Boat, we could not fee him, but
we might hear him by his blowing to be a mon-
ftrons, huge and furious Beaft; Xuryfaid it was a
Lyon, and it might be fo for ought I know ; but
poor Xury cried to me to. weight the Anchor and
rowaway; no, faidI, Xury, we can flip our Cable
with the Buoy to it and go off to Sea, they cannot
follow us far; I had no fooner faid fo, but I per-
ceiv’d the Creature (whatever it was) within two
Oars length, which fomething furprized me ; how=
ever 1 immediarely ftept to the Cabin-door, and
taking up my Gun fir'd at him, upon which he im-
mediately turn’d about and {wam towards the
-Shore again.
. But itis impoffible to defcribe the horrible Noi-
{es, and “hidious Cries and Howlings, that m
: ¢
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raifed as well upon the Edge of the Shore, as high-
er within the Country ;. upon the Noife or Ig

rr of the Gup, a Thing I have fome Reafon to
E:licvc thofe Creatures had never heard before :
This convinc’'d me that there was no going on
Shore for us in the Night upon that Coaft, and
how to venture on Shore in the Day was another
Queftion too ; for to have fallen into the Hands
ofany of the Savages, had been as bad as to
have fallen into the Hands of Lyons and Ty-

ers ; at leaft we were equally apprehenfive of the

g)gmger of it. ,

‘Be that as it would, we were oblig’d to go on
Shore fomewhere or other for Water, for we had
not a Pint left in the Boat ; when or where to get to
it was the Point : Xury {aid, if I would let him go
on Shore with one of the Jars, he would find if there
was :any Water and bring fome to me. Iask’d
him why he would go? Why I fhould not go and
he ftay in the Boat? The Boy anfwer’d with fo
much Afle@ion, that made me love him cver
after. Says he, I wild Mans come, they eat me, you
go wey. Well, Xury, faid I, we will both go, and
if the wild Mans come, we will kill them, they
fhall cat neither of us; fo ] gave Xury a pieceof
Rusk-bread to cat, and a Dram out of our Pa-
tron’s Cafe of Bottles which I mentioned before ;
and we hal’d the Boat in as ncar the Shore as we
thought was proper, and waded on Shore ; car-
rying nothing but our Arms, and two Jarrs for
Water.

I did not care to go out of Sight of the Boat,
fearing the coming of Canoes with Savages
down the River; Bat the Boy fecing a low Place
about a Mile up the Couniry rambled to it; and
by and by I faw him come running towards me,
1 thought he was purfucd by fome Savage, ot

“ frghted
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frighted with fome wild Beaft, and I run forward
toward him to help him, but when I came nearer
to him, I faw fomething hanging over his Shoul-
ders which was a Creature that he had thot, like a
Hare but different in Colour, and longer Legs,
however we were very glad of it, and it was very
good Meat ; bur the great Joy that -poor Xury
came with, was to tell me he had found good Wa-
ter and feen no wild Man.

But we found afterwards that we need not take
fuch Pains for Water, for a little higher up the
‘Creek where we where, we found the Water freth
awhen the Tide was out, which flowed dbut a. litde
way up; fo we filled our Jarrs and feafted on the
Hare we had killed, and prepared to go on our
Way, having feen no Foot-fteps of any human
Creature in that part of the Country.

AsIhad been one Voyage to this Coaft before,
I knew very well that the Iflands of the Canaries,
and the Cape de Verd Iflands alfo, lay not far off
from the Coaft. But asI had no Inftruments to
take an Obfervation to know what Latitude we
were in, and not exa&ly know, or at leaft to re-
member what Latitude they were in; I knew not
where to look for them, or when to ftandoff to Sea
towards them ; otherwife I might now eafily have
found fome of thefe Iflands. But my hopes was,
thatif I ftoad along: this Coaft till I came to that
Part where the Eng/ifh traded, I thould find fome of
their Veflels upon their ufual Defign of Trade,
that would relieve and take us in.

By the beft of my Calculation, that Place where
I now was, muft be that Country, which lying be-
tween the Emperor of Morocco’s Dominions and the
Negroes, lies waft and uninhabited, except by wild
Beafts ; the Negrees having abandon’d it and gone
farther South {or fear of the Moors; and the Moors

. not
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hot thinking it worth inhabiting, By reafon of its
Barrennefs; and indeed both forfaking it becaufe
of the prodigious Numbers of Tygers, Lyons;
Leopards, and ether furious Creatures which har-
bour there; fothat the Moors ufe it for their Hun-
ting only, where they golike an Army, two or three
thoufand Men at a Time; and indeed for near an
hundred Miles together upon this Coaft, we faw
nothing buta walt uninhabited Country, by Day;
and heard nothing but Howlings and Roaring of
wild Beafts, by Night. S
' Once or twice in the Day time; I thoughtIfaw
the Pico of Temeriffe, being the high ‘top of the
- Mountain Teneriffe in the Canaries ;- and had a great
mind to venture out in hopes of reaching thithers;
but having tried twice I was forced in again. by
contrary Winds, the Seaalfo going too high for my
little Veflel, {0 I refolved to purfae my firft Defign
and keep along the Shore. . . :

Several times I was obliged to land for freth Wa<
ter, after we had left this Place ; .and once in par-
ticular, being early in the Morning, we came to
-an Anchor under a little Point of Land which was
‘pretty high, and the Tidebeginning to flow, we
lay ftill vo go fartherin; Xury, whofe Eyes were
more about him then it feems mine were, calls foft-
ly to me, and tells methat we had belt go farther
off the Shoré; for; fays he, look yonder- lies 2
‘dreadful Monfter on the Side of that Hiliock falt
afleep : ‘I look™® where he pointed, and faw a
dreadful Monfterdndeed, forit wasaterrible great
Lyon that lay on the-Side of the Shore, under the
Shade .of a Piece of the Hill that hung as it were a
little over him. Xury, faid I, you fhall go onShore
‘and kill him; Xury look’d frighted, and faid;
“Me kill! ke eat me atone Mouth; one Mouthfal he

meant ; however, Ifaid no more to the Boy, Eu;
: a
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bad him lye ftill, and I took our biggeft Gun,
which was almoft Musket-bore, and loaded it with
a good Charge of Powder, and with two Slugs,
and laid it down ; then I loaded another Gun with
two Bullets, and the third, for we had three Pie-
ces, 1loaded with five {maller Bullets. I took the
beft Aim I could with the firft Piece to have fhot
him into the Head, but he lay fo with his Leg
rais’d a little above his Nofe, that the Slugs hit
‘his Leg about the Knee, and broke the Bone. He
Rarted up growling at firft, but finding his Leg broke
fell down again, and then gotup upon three Legs,
and gave the moft hideous Roar that ever I heard ;
1 was a little furpriz’d that I had not hit him on
the Head ; however I took up the fecond Piece im-
mediately, and tho’ he began to move off fir'd a<
gain, and thot him into the Head, and had the
Pleafure to fee him drop, and make but little Noife,
but lay ftruggling for Life. ‘Then Xurytook Heart,
and-would have me let him go on Shore: Well, go
{aidI; fo the Boy jump’d into the Water, and ta-
king a little Gun in one Hand, fwam to Shore with
the other Hand,.and coming clofe to the Creature,
put the Muzzle of the Piece to his Ear, and fhot
him into the Head again, which difpatch’d him
uite.

4 This was Game indeed to us, but this was no
Food, and I was very forry to lofethree Charges of
Powder aud Shot upon a Creature that was good
for nothing to us. However, Xury faid, he would
have fome of him; f{o he comes on board, ask’d
me to give him the Hatchet; for what, Xury, faid
1? Mecat off bis Head, faid he. However, Xury
could not cut off his Head, but he cur off 2 Foot
and brought it with.him, and it was a monltrous
great onec. . -

. Ak
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I bethought my felf however, that perhaps the’
Skin of him might one way or other be of fome
Valueto us ; and I refolved to take off his Skin if
I could. So Xury and I went to work with him ;
but Xury was much the better Workman at it, for I

dknew veryill how to doit. Indeed it took us up
both the whole Day, but at laft we got off the
Hide of him, and f{preading it on the top of our
Cabin ; the Sun effectually dried it in two Days
time, and it afterwards ferv’d me to lye upon.

After this Stop we made on to the Southward
continually for tenor twelve Days, living very
fparing on our Provifions, which began to abate
very much, and going no oftner into the Shore than
we were oblig’d to for freth Water; my Defign in
this wasto make the River Gambia or Senegal, that
is tofay, any where about the Cape de Verd, where
I was_in hopes to meet with fome European Ship,
and if I did not, I knew not what Courf: I had
to take, but to feek for the Jflands, or perith there
among the Negroes, I knew that a/l{ the Ships from
Europe, which fail’'d either to tife Coalt of Guiney,
orto Br;ﬁl, or to the Eaft-IAdies, made this Cape,
or thofe Jflands ; and in a word, I putthe whole
of my Fortune upon this fingle Point, either that I
muft meet with fome Ship, or muft perith.

When I had purfued this Refolution about ten
Days longer, asI have faid, I began to fee that
the Land was inhabited, and in two or three
Places as we failed by, we faw People ftand upon
the Shore. to look at us, we could alfo perceive
they were quite Black and Stark-naked. I'was once
inclin’d to have gone 02 Shore to them ; but Xury
was my better éounfcllor, and faid to me, o go,

‘mo go; however I hawl’d in nearer the Shore that I
might talk to them, and I found they run alorg
the Shore by me a good way ; I obferv’d they had

Lo
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no Weapons in their Hands, except one who had a
long flender Stick, which Xury faid was a Lance,
and that they would throw them a great way with
good Aim; foI kept at a diitance, but talk’d with
them by Signs as well as I could ; and particularly
made Signs for fomething to eat, they beckon’d to
me to ftop my Boat, and they would fetch_ me
fome Meat; upon this I lower’d the top of my
Sail, and lay by, and two of themrun up into the
Country, and in lefs than half an Hour came back,
and brought with them two Pieces of dry Fleth
and fome Corn, fuch as is the Produce of their
Country ; but we neither knew what the one or the
other was; however we were willing to accept it,
but how to come at it was our next Difpute, for I
was not for venturing on Shore tothem, and they
were as much affraid of us; but they took a fafe
way for usall, for they brought itto the Shore and
laid it dewn, and went ftood a great way off
_ till we fetch’d it on Board, and then came clofe to
us again.

We made Signs of Thanks to them, for we had
nothing to make them amends ; but an Opportuni-
ty offer’d that every Initant to obfige them won-
derfully, for while we were lying by the Shore,
came two mighty Creatures, one purfuing tke o.her,
(as wetook is with great Fury, from the Mountains
towards the Sea; whether it was the Male purfiiing
the Female,or whether theywere in Sport or in Rage,
we could not tell, any more than we could tell whe-
ther it was ufual or ftrange, butlbelieveit wasthe
latter; becaufe in the firft Place, thofe ravenous
Creatures feldom appear but in the Night ; and in
the fecond Place, we found the People terribly
frighted, efpecially the Women. The Man-that
had the Lancz or Dart did not fly from them,
bug the reft did ; however as the two Creatures

: ran
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fan dire&ly into the Water, they did not feem to of-
fer to fall upon any of the Negroes, but plung’d
thémfelves into the Sea and fwam about as if
they had come for their Diverfion ; at laft one of
them beganto come nearer our Boat than at firft 1.
expe&ed, but I layready for him, for I had loaded
my Gun with all poffible Expedition, and bad Xury
load both the other; as foon as he came fairly with-
in my reach, I fir'd, and fhot him dire&ly into the
Head ; immediately he funk down into the Water,
but rofe inftantly and plung’d up and down asif
he was ftruggling for Life ; andfo indecd he was,
he immediately made to the Shore, but between
the Wound which was his mortal Hurt, and the
ftrangling of the Water, he dyed juft before he
reach’d the Shore. '

It is impoflible to exprefs the Aftonifhment of
thefe poor Creatures at the Noife and the Fire of
my Gun ; fome of them were ¢ven ready to dye
for Fear, and fell down as Dead with the very
Terror. But when they {faw the Creature dead and
funk in the Water, and that I made Signs to them
to come to the Shore; they took Heatt and came
to the Shore and began to fearch for the Creature,
1found him by his Blood taiping the Water, and
by the help of a Rope which I flung rolind him
and gave the INegroes to hawl, they drag’d him on
Shore, apd found that it was a2 moft curious Leo+
pard, {potted and fine to an admirable Degree, and
the Negroes held up their Hands with Admiration
to think what it was I had kill’d him with.

The other Creature frighted with the flath of
Fire and the Noife of the Gun {wam on Shore,
and ran uvp direétly to the Mountains from whence
they came, nor could I ag that Diftance know
what it was. Ifound quickly the Negroes were
for cating the Flefh of this Cregture, {o 1 was \;_n’l-
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Jing to have them take it as a Favour from me»
which when I made Signs to them that they might
take him, they were very thankful for, immediate™
1y they fell to work with him, and tho’ they had no
im’fc, yet with a fharpen’d piece of Wood they took
oft his Skin as readily, and much more readily than
we cou’d havedone with a Knife ; they offer’d me
fome of the Fleth, which I declined, making as if
I would give it them, but made Signs for the Skin,
which they gave me very freely, and brought me 2
great deal more of their Provifion, which tho’ I did
not underftand, yet I accepted; then I madeSigns
to them for fome Water, and held out one of my

atrs to them, turning it Bottom upward, to thew
that it was empty, and that I wanted to have it
filled. They call'd immediately to fome of their
Friends, and there came two Women and brought
a great Veflel made of Earth, and burnt, as I fup-
pole in the Sun; this they fet down for me, asbe-
fore, and I fent Xury on Shore with my Jarrs, and
filled them all three. The Women were as ftark
naked as the Men.

I was now furnified with Roots and Corn, fuch
as it was, and Water, and leaving my friendly INe-
groes, 1 made forward for abut eleven Days more,
without offering to go near the Shore, till I faw
the Land run out a great Length into the Sea, at
about the Diftance of four or five Leagues before
me, and the Sca being very calm, I kept a large
offing to make this Point; atlength, doubling the
Pont at about two Leagues from the Land, I
faw plainly Land on the other Side to Seaward ;
then I concluded, " as it was moft certain indeed,
that this was the Cape de Verd, and thofe the [~
flands, call'd from thence Cape de Verd Hlands.
However they were at a great Diftance, and ¥
‘eould not well tell what I had beft to do, for ifI
N D2 "~ fhould
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fhould be taken with a Freth of Wind I might
neither reach one or other.

In this Dilemna, as I was very penfive, I flept
fnto the Cabin, and fat me down, Xury having
the Helm, when on a fudden the Boy cry'd out
Mafler, Mafter, a Ship witha Sail, and the foolifh
Boy was frighted out of his Wits, thinking it
mult needs be fome of his Mafter’s Ships fent to
purfucus, when, Iknew we were gotten far enough
out ot their reach. I jump'd out of the Cabin,
and immediately faw not only the Ship, but what
fhe was, viz.) that it was a Portugs fe Ship, and
as I thought was bound to the Ccaft of Guinea for
Negroes, But when I obferv’d the Courfe fhe
hecrd, I was foon convinc'd they were bound
fome other way, and did not defigh to come any
nearer to the Shore ; upon which I ftretch’d out to
Sea as much as I could, refolving to (peak with
them if poffible, :

" With all the Sail T could make I found I thould
not be ableto come intheir Way, butthat they
fhould be gone by, before I could make any Signal
to them; but after I had crowded to the utmoft,
and bcgan to defpair, they it feems faw me by the
help of their Perfpe&ive-Glaffes, and that it was
fome European Boat, which as they fuppofed muft
belong to fome Ship that was loft, {o they fhort-
ned Sail to let me come up. I was encouraged
with this, and as I had my Patron’s Antient on
Board, I made a Waft of it to them for a Signal
of Diftrefs, and firda Gun, both which they faw,
for they told me theyfaw the Smoke, tho’they did
not hear the Gun; upon thefe Signals they very
kindly brought too, and lay by for me, and in a-
out three Hours time I came up with them.

They ask’d me what I was, in Portuguefe, and in

Sanifb, and in French, but I underftood: n'olr:e of
S them 5
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thém ; but a laft 2 Secots Sailor who was on bdard,
call’dto me, and I anfwer’d him, and told himI
was an Engli/p Man, that I had made my efcape out
of Slavery from the Moors at Sallee ; then they bad
me come on board, and very kindly took me in;
and all my Goods.

It was an inexpreffible Joy to me, thnr any one
awill belicve, that I was thus deliver’d, as I efteem’d
it, from fuch a miferable and almoft hopelefs Con<
dition as I was in, and I immediately offered all I
had to the Captain of the Ship, as a Return for
my Deliverance ; but he generoufly told me, he
would take nothing from me, but that all I had
fhould be deliver’d fafe to me when Icame to the
Brafils; for,{ays he; Ihave [av’d your Life on no o~
theyTerms than I would be glad to be faved my felf, and
it may one time or other be my Lot to be taken up in the
Jame Condition ; befides, faid he, when I carry you to
the Brafils, /o great a way from your own Cosmtry, if I
fhould take from you what you have, you will be flarved
there, and then Ionly take away that Life I have givens
Nb, no, Seignior, Inglefe, {ays he, Mr. Englithman,
T will carry you thither in Charity, and thofe things will
belp you to buy your Subfifiance there, and your Paffagé
ome agnin.

As he wasCharitable in his Propofal, fo he was
juft in the Performance to a tittle; for he ordered
the Seamen, that none fhéuld offer to touch any
thing I had ; then he took every thing intohis own,
Pofieflion; and gave me back an exa& Inventory of
them, that I might have them, eveh fo much as
my three Earthen Jarrs. .

As to my Boat it was a very good one; ahd
that he faw, and told me he would buy it of me
for the Ship’s Ufe, and ask’d me what 1 would have
foric? Itold him he had been fo generousto me
in every thing, that I could wot ofter to make a-
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. ny Price of the Boat, but left it entircly to himj
upon which he told me he would give me a Note
of his Hand to pay me 8o Pieces of Eight for it
at Brafi/, and when it came there, if any one of-
fer’d to give more he would make it up ; he offer’d
me alfo 60 Piccesof Eight more for my Boy Xury;,
which ¥ was loath to take, not that I was not wil-
ling to let the Caprain have him, but I was very
loath to fell the poor Boy’s Liberty, who had affi
ftzd me fo faithfully in procuring my own. How-
ever when I let him know my Reafon, he own’d it
ta be juft, and offer’d me this Medium, that he
would give the Boy an Qbligation to fet him free
in ten Years, if he turn’d Chriftian; upon this;

and Xury faying he was willing to go to him, I
let the’ Captain have him. ,

We had a very good Voyage to the Brafils, and
arriv’d in the Bay de Todos Jos Santes, or Al-Saints-
Bay, in about 22 Days after. And now I was
once more deliver’d from the moft miferable of
all Conditions of Life, and what to do next with
my {e!f, I was now to confider.

The genérous Treatment the Captain gave me,
1 canneverenough remhember; he would take no-
shing of me for my Paflage, gave me 20 Ducats
fot the Leopard’s Skin, and 4o for the Lyon’s Skin
which I had in my Boat, and caufed every Thing
I had in the Ship to be pun&ually deliver’d me,
and what I was willing to fell he bought, fuch as
the Cafe of Bottles, two of my Guns, and a Piece
of the Lump of Bees-wax, for, I had made Can-
dles of thereft ; in a word, I made abeut 220
Picces of Eight of all my Cargo, and with this
Stock I went on Shore in the Brafilo.

- I'had not been long here, but being recommen-
" ded to the Houfe of a good honeft Man like him-
felf, whohad an Jrgeino as they call ic; thatP ils, a

- an-
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Plantation, and a Sugar-Houfe. I livid with hisi
fome Time, and acquainted myfelf by that Means
with the Marner of their planting and making of
Sugar; and feeing how well the Planters liv’d, and
how they grew rich fuddenly, I refolv’d, if Icould
get Licence, to fettle there, I would turn Planter a-
mong thew, refolving in the mean time to find out
fome way toget my Money, which I left in Zondon,
remitted to me. To this Purpofe, getting a kind
of a Letter of Naturalization, I purchafed as much
Land that was uncur’d, as my Money would reach;
and form’d a Plan for my Plantation and Settlement,
and fuch a one as might be fuitable to the Stock;
which I propos’d to myfelfto receive from England.

I had a Neighbour, a Portuguefe of Liséon, but
born of Englifh Parents, whofe Name was Wells,
and in much fuch Circumftances asIwas: I call
him my Neighbour, becaufe his Plantation lay next
to mine, and we went on very {ociably together. My
Stock was but low as well as his; and we rather
planted for Food than ahy Thing elfe, for about two
Years. However, we bc%;n to encreafe, and our
Land began to come into Order; fo that thethird
Year we planted fome Tobacco, and made each of
usa large Picce of Ground ready for planting Canes
inthe Yearto come; but we both wanted Help ;
and now I found more than before, I had done
wrong in parting with my Boy Xury.

But alas! for me to do wrong that never did right,
Wwas no great Wonder: 1 has no Remedy but to
goon; I was gotren into an Imployment quite re-
motetomy Genius, 2nd dire@ly contrary to the Lifé
I delighted in, and for which I forfook my Father’s
Houfe, and broke thro’ all his good Advice ; nay,
I was coming into the very middle Station, or up-
per chx:fe oflow Life, which my Father Advifed
itie to before; and whichs. if I refolv’d to go on
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with, I'might as well ha’ ftaid at Home, and nevet
have fatigu’d my felf in the World as I had done ;
and I ufed often to fay to my felf, I could ha'
dore this as well in England among my Friends, as
ha’ gone sooo Miles oft to do it among Sirangers
and Savages in 2 Wildernefs, andat fucha Diftance,
as never to hear from any Part of the World that
had the leaft Knowledge of me.
.- In this manner I ufed to look upon my Condition
“with the utmoft Regret. 1 had no Body to con-
verfe with, but now and then this Neighbour ; no
Work to be done, but bythe Labour of my Hands;
and I ufed to fay, 1liv’d juftlike a Man calt away
upon fome defolate Ifland, that had no Body there
but himfelf. But how juft has it been, and how thould
all Men refle&, that, when they compare their pre-
fent Conditions with others that are worfe, Heaven
may oblige them to make the Exchange, and be
convinc’d of their former Felicity, by their Experi-
ence : Ifay, how juft has it been, that thetruly foli~
tary Life I refle@ed on in an Ifland of meer Defol-
tion fhould be my Lot, who had fo often unjuftly
compar’d it with the Life which I thenled, in which
had I continued, I had in all Probability been ex«
ceeding profperous and rich.

I was in fome Degree fettled in my Meafures for
carrying on the Plantation, before my kind Friend
the Captain of the Ship, that took me up at Seay
went back ; for the Ship remained there in_provi-
ding his Loading, and preparing for his Voyage,
near three Months, when telling him what little
Stock I had left behind me in Londcs, he gave me
this friendlyand fincere Advice, Seignor Inglefe,{ays he,
for {o he always called me,ifyou will give meLetters,
and a Precuration here in Form to me, with Orders
tothe Perfon whahas your Money in Lenden, to fend
your Efteéts to Lisban, to.{[uch Perfons as I fhall dg-
. : rect,
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te&, and in fuch Goods as arc proper for thiz
Country, I will bring you the Produce of them,
God willing, at my Return ; but fince human Af-
fairs are all {fubjeét to Changes and Difafters, I
would have you give Orders but for 100 /. Sterl.
which you fay is half your Stock, and let the Ha-
zard be run for the firt; fo that if it come fafe,
you may order the reft the fame Way; and if it
mifcarry, you may have the other Half to have
Recourfe to for your Supply. :
This was fo whelcfome Advice, and look’d fo
friendly, that I could not but be convinc’d it was
the beft Courfe I could take ; fo I accordingly pre-
pared Letters to the Gentlewoman, with whom I
had left my Money, and a Procuration to he Por-
tuguefe Captain, as he defir’d.

1 wrote the Englijh Captain’sWidow afull Acconnt
of all my Adventures, my Slavery, Efcape,and how
1 had met with the Portugal Captain at Sea, the Hu-
manity of hisBehaviour, and in what Condition I was
now in, with all other neceflary Dire&ions for my
Supply ; and when this honeft Captain came to Lis-
bon, he found mean: by fome of the EnglibMerchants
there, to fend over not the Order only, but a full
Account of my Story to a Merchant at London,
who reprefented it effe@ually to her ; whereupon,
fhe not only delivered the Money, but out of her
own Pocket fent the Persugal Captain a very hand-
fome Prefent for his Humanity and Charity to me.

The Merchunt in London vefting this 100 Z in
Englih Goods, fuch asthe Captain had writ for,
fentthem direly to him at Lisbon, and he brought
them a!l fafe to me to the Brafils, among which,
without my Direction (for I was too young in
my Bufinefs to think of them) he had taken Care
to have all fcrtsof Tools, Iron-Werk, and Uten-

fils
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fils hecelary for my Plantation, and which were of
at Ufe tome. . _

- When this Cargo arrived, I thought my Fortune
made, for I was furprized with Joy of it ; and my
§ood Steward the Caprain had laid out the five

ounds which my Friend had fent him for -a Pre-
fent for himfelf, to purchafe, and bring me over a
Servant under Bond tor fix Years Service, and would
mot accept of any Confideration, except a little
Tobacco, which I would have him aceept, being
of my own Produce. e

Neither was this all ; but my Goods being all
Englifh ManufaGures, fuch as Cloath, Stuffs, Bays,
and Things particularly valuable and defirable in
the Country, I found Means to fell them to a very
great-Advantage ; fo that I may fay, Ihad more
than four times the Value of my firlt Cargo, and

- was now infinitly beyond my poor Neighbour, I
mean inthe Advancement of my Plantation ; for the
firlt thing Idid, I bought me a Vegroe Slave, and an
European Servant alfo ; I mean another befides that
which the Captain brought me from Lisbon.

But as abus’d Profperity is oftentimes made the
very Means of our greateft Adverfity, fo was it with
me. I went on the next Year with great Succefs in
my Plantation : Iraifed fifty great Rolls of Tobac-
co on my own Ground, more than I had difpofed
of for Neceflaries among my Neighboirs; and
thefe fifty Rolls being each of above a 100 37%. were
well cur’d and laid by againft the Return :of the
Fleet from Lisbon : And now increafing in Bufinefs
and in Wealth, my Head began to be full of Pro-
je&s and Undertakings beyond my Reach ; fuch as
are indeed often the Ruin of the beft Heads in
Bufice(s. : .

Had




Had I continued in the Station { was now in, 1
had room for all the happy Things to have yet be-
fallen me, for which my Father fo eamelftly recom-
mended a quict retired Life, and of which he had
fo fenfibly defcribed the middle Station of Life to
be full off; but other Things attended me, and I
was ftill to be the wilfel.Agent of all my own
Miferies; and particulatly to encreafe my Fault,
and double the Refle&ions upon my felf,. which in
my future Sorrows I fhould have Leifure to make ;
all thefe Mifcarriages were procured by my appa~
rent obftinate adhering to my foolifh Inclination, of
wandring Abroad, and purfuing that Inclinaties, in
" Contradi&ion to the cleareft Views of doing my

felf good, in a fair and plain Purfait of thofe Prof-
peéts, and thofe Meafures of Life, which Nature
and Providence concurred to prefent me with, and
to make my Duty. el

As I had once done thus in my breaking away

from my Parents, fo I could not be content now,
but Imuft go and leave the happy View ¥ had of
being a rich and thriving Man in my new Plantati-
on, only to purfue a rafh and immoderate Defire of
rifing fafter than the Nature of the Thing admit-
ted; and thus I caft my felf down again into the
.deepeft Gulph of human Mifery that ever Man fell
into, or perhaps could be confiftent with Life and
a Srate of Health in the Workd. .
To come then by jult Degrees, to the Parti-
culars of this Part of my Story ; you may fuppofe,
that having now lived almoft four Years in the
Brafila, and beginning to thrive and profper very.
well upon my Plantation; I had not only learn’d
the Language, but had contrated Acquaintance
and Friendfhip among my Fellow-Planters, aswrell
as among the Merchants at St. Salvadere, which
wgs our Port; and that in my Difcourfes among
e ~ them,
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them, I had frequently given them an Acéount of
my two Voyages to the Coaft of Guinea, the
manner of Trading with the Negroes there, and
how eafy it was to purchafe upon the Coaft, for
Trifles, fuch as Beads, Toys, Knives, Sciffars;
Hatchets, Bits of Glafs, and the like;; not only
Gold Duft, Gainea Grains, Elephants Teeth;, @,
but Negroes for the Service of the Brafils, 'in great
Numbers. -

They liftened always very attentively to my
Difcourfes on thefe Heads, but efpecially to that
Part which related to the buying Negroes, which
wasw Trade atthat Time not only 4ot far entred
into, bur as far as it was, had been carry’d on by
the Affiento’s, or. Permiffion of the Kings of Spain
and Portugal, and engrofs’d in the Publick, fo that
few Negrees were brought, and thofe exceffive
dear.

It happen’ds being in Company with fome Mer-
chants and Planters of my Acquaintaince, and
talking of thofe Things very earneltly, three of
them came to me the next Morning; and told me
they had been mufing very much upon what 1 had
difcourfed with them of, the laft Night, and they
came to make a fecret Propofal to me; and after
enjoining me Secrecy, they told me, that they had
a mind to fit out a Ship to go to Guinea, that
they had all Plantations as well as I, and were
ftraiten’d for nothing fo much as Servants ; thatas
it was a Trade that could not be carry’d on, be-
caufe they eould not publickly fell the Negroes
when they came Home, fo they defir'd tu
make but one Voyage, to bring the Negroes on
Shore privately, and divide them among their
own Plantations; and in a word, the Queftion
was, whether I would go their Super-Cargo in the
$hip to manage the Trading Part upon the Coaft

ek
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of Guiney 2 And they offer’d me that I fhould have
my equal Share of the Negroes,” without providing
any Part of the Stock.

This was a fair Propofal, it muft be confefs’d,
had it besp made to any one that had not hada
Settlement and Plantation of his own to lopk after,
which was in a fair Way of toming to be very
confiderable, and with a good Stock upon it. But
for me that was thus entered and eftablifhed, and
had nothing to do but go on as'I had begun for
three or four Years more, and to have fent for the
other hundred Pound from England, and who in
that time, and with that little Addition, could
fcarce ha’ fail’d of being worth three or four thou-
fand Pounds Sterling, and that encreafing too ; for
me to think of fuch a Voyage, was the moft pre-
pofterous Thing that ever Man in fuch Circum-

. ftances could be guilty of. ,

But I that was born to be my own Deftroyer,
could no more refift the Offer than I could reftrain
my firft rambling Defigns, when my Father’s good
Counfel was loft upon me. In a word, I told them
I would go with all my Hearr, if they would un-
dertake to look after my Plantation in my Ab-
fence, and would difpofe of it to fuch as I thould
dire&, if I mifcarry’d. This they all engag’d to
do, and entred into Writings or Covenants to do
fo; and I made a formal Will, difpofing of my
Plantation and Effe&s, in Cafe of my Death, ma-
king the Captain of the Ship that had fav’d my Life,
as before, my univerfal Heir, but obliging him to
difpofe of my Effe&s, as1 had dire@Ged in my Will,
one half of the Produce being to himfelf, and the

. other to be thipp’d to England.

In fhort, I took all poffible Caution to preferve
my Efte@s and keep up my Plantation; had Iu-
fed half as much Prudence to have look’d into my

own
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own Intereft, and have made a Judgment of whgg
1 ought to have done, and notto have done, Thad
certainly never gone away from f{o profperous an
Undertaking, leaving all the probable Views of a
;hriving Circumftance, and gone upon a Voyage

}q Sea, attended with all its common Hazards; ta
*fay nothing of the Reafons I had to expe& particu-
lar Misfortunes to my felf. '

But I was hurry’d on, and obey'd blindly the

Pi&ates of my Fancy rather than my Reafon ; and
accordingly the Ship being fitted out, and the Car-
go furnithed, and all Things done as by Agree-
ment, by my Partners in the Voyage, I went on
Board in an evil Hour again, the fitlt of September,
1659, being the fame Day eight Year that I went
from my Father and Mother at Hu#, in order to
a& the Rebel to their Authority, and the Fool to
my own Intereft.

~ QOur Ship was about 120 Tun Burthen, carried
fix Guns, and fourteen Men, including the Mafter,
his Boy, and my feif; we had on Board no large
Cargo of Goods, except of fuch Toys as were it
for our Trade with the Negroes, fuch as Beads,
bits of Glafs, Shells, and odd Trifles, efpecially
little Looking-Glaffes, Knives, Sciffars, Hatchets,
and the like. :

" The fame -Day I went on Board we fet fail,
ftanding away to the Northward upon our own
Coalft, with Defign to ftretch over for the African
Coaft, when they came about 10 or 13 Degrees of
Nortiaern Latitude, which it feems was the man-
ner of their Courle in thofe Days. We had very
good Weather, only exceffive hot, all the way up-
on our own Coaft, till we came the Height of
Cape St. Auguftino, from whence keeping farther oft
at Sea we loft Sight of Land, and icer’d as if we

was bound for the e Je. naind de Noronba, holding
' our
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aur Courfe N. E.by N. and leaxing thofe Ifles qn
the Eaft ; in this Courfe we paft the Line in about
12 Days time, and werg by our laft Obfervation in
7 Degrees 22 Min. Northern Latitude, whena vi-
olent Tournado or Hurricane took us quite out of
our Knowledge; it began from the South-Eaft,
came about to the North-Weft, and then fettled
into the North-Eaft, from whence it blew in fuch
a terrible manner, that for 12 Days together we
could do nothing but drive, and fcudding away
before it, let it carry us whither ever Fate and the
Fury of the Winds dire&ed ; and during thefe 12
Days, I need not fay, that I expeied every Day
to be{wallowed vp, norindeed did any in the Ship
expe& to fave their Lives. _
In this Diftrefs, we had, befides the Terror of
the Storm, one of our Men die of the Calenture,
and one Man and the Boy wath’d over-board; a-
bout the twelfth Day the Weather abating a little,
the Malter made an QObfervation as well as he
could, and found that he was in about eleven De-
.grees North Latitude, but that he was twenty two
grees of Longitude difference Weft from Cape St.
Auguftipo ; {o that hefound he was gotten upon the
Coalt of Guiana, or the North Part of Brafil, be-
yond the River Amozones, toward that of the Ri-
ver Orocnoque, commonly call’d the Great River, and
began to confult with me what Coutfe he fhould -
take, for the Ship was leaky and very much difa-
bled, and he was going dire&ly back to the Coaft
of Brafil.
I was pofitively againft that, and looking over
. the Charts of the Sea-Coalt of America with him,
-we concluded there was no inhabited Country for
us to have recourfe to, till we came within the Cir-
cle of the Carribbe-Iflands, and therefore refolved
to ftand away for Barbadees, which by keeping off
) . i at
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at Sea, to ayoid the Indrafc of the Bay or Gulph |
of Mexico, we might eafily perform, as we hoped,
in about 15 Days Sail; whereas we could not
poflibly make our Voyage to the Coaft of Africa,
without {fome Afiftance, both to our Ship and
to our felves.

With this Defign we chang’d our Courfe, and
fteer’d away N. 4 by . in erder to reach fome
of our Exglib Iflands, where I hoped for Relief ;
but our Voyage was otherwifc determined, for
being in the Latitude of 12 Deg. 18 Min. a fe-
cond Storm came upon us, which carry’d us away
with the fame Impetuofity Weitward, and drove
us fo out of the very Way of. all humane Com-
merce, that had dur Lives been faved, as to

.the Sea, we were rather if®Danger of being de-
vour’d by Savages than evet returning to our own
Country. '

In this Diftrefs, theWind blowing ftill very hard,
one of our Men early in the Morning, cry’d out,
Land; and we had no fooner run out of the Ca-
bin to look out, in hopes of feeing whereabouts
in the World we were ; but the Ship ftruck upon
aSand, and in 2 Moment her Motion being fo
ftopp’d, the Sea broke over her in fuch a manner,
that we expetted we thould all have perifh’d im-
mediately, and we were immediately driven into
clofe Quarters to fhélter us from the very Foam
and Sprye of the Sea. e

It is not ealy for any one, who has not been! -
in thelike Condition, to defcribe or conceive the.
Confternation of Men in fuch Circumftances; we
knew nothing where we were, or upon what Land
it waswe were driven, whetheran Ifland, or the
Main ; whether inhabited, or not inbabited ; and
as the Rage ot the Wind was flill great, tho’ ra-

ther lefs than atfirfl, we could not {o much as
' hope -
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hope to have the Ship hold many Minutés without
breaking in Picces, unlefs the Winds by a kind of
Miracle fhould turn immediately about. In a
word, we fat looking one upon another, and ex-
pe&ing Death every Momeut, and every Man a&<
ing accordingly, as preparing for another World 3
for there was little or nothing more for usto do in.
this: That which was our prefent Comfort, and all
@®  the Comfort we had, was, That contrary to out
Expe&ation the Ship did not break yet, and that
the Mafter faid;. the Wind began to abate,
Now tho’ we thought that the Wind did alittle.
abate, yet the. Ship having thus: ftruck upon the.
Sand, and fticking too faft forus to expe& her get-.
ting off, we were ina dreadful Condition indeed,
ancf had nothing to dehut to think of faving our,
Lives as-well- as we eould ; we had a Boat at oyt
Stern, juft before the Storim, but theewas firft flav’d
by dathing againft the Ship's- Rudder, and in the:
next Place fhe broke away, .and either funk or:
was driven off to Sea; {o thére was no Hope from
her: We had another Boag on Board, but how to
get her off into the Sea, was a doubtful Thing 3
however, there was no rogm to debate, for we
fancy’d the Ship would break in Pieces every Mi=
nutg ; and fome told us fthe was a&ually breken al*
ready. . ,
In this Diftrefs, the Mate of our Veefle! lays hold
-of the Boat, and with the Help of the reft of the
Men, they got her flung over the Ship’s-fide, and .
getting all into her; let go, and committed out .
{elves, beéing Eleven in Number, to God’s Mercy,
and the Wild Sea; for tho’ the Storm was abated
coufiderably, yet the Sea went dreadful high uport
the Shore, and might well be call’d, Den wild Zee,
as the Dutch call the Sea in a Storm:
E And
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> And now our Cafe was very difinalindeed ; fot
we -all faw plainly, thatthe Sea went {o high, that
the-Boat could not live,and that we thould be ine -
vitably drown’d. - As te making Sail, we had none,
ffor, ifwe had, cetild we have gori'c'any thing with
it ; fo wé work’d at the Oar towards the Land,
tho’ with heavy Hearts, tike Men going to’Executi-
on; forwe all kifew, that when the Boat came nea-
rer the Shore, fhe Wwould be dath’d in 2 thoufand
Picces by the Breach of the Sea. - However .we
committed our Souls to- God in the oft earneft
mannet, and the Wind driving us towatds the Shore,
we haften’d our Deftru&ion with our owsr Hands,
pulling as well as we'could towards Land.
.~e'What the Shore was, -whether Rock or Sand,
whether -Steep or Shoal, wé&knew not; the only
Hope that couldrationaliy'give us the leaft Shadow
of Expeé&tation, was; if we might happerr into fome
Bayor Gulph, or the Mouth of fonte River, where
by great Chance we might baveran our Boat in, or

t under the Lee of the Land, and perhaps made

ﬁooth Water. But' there was nothing of this ap-

eired; but as we madé neaverand néarer the Shore,
thie Landlook’d more frightfiil than the: Sea,

= Aftet weé had row’d, or rather driven about a
Leagtic and a Half; as we reckon’d it, a raging
\X;vc, Mountain-like, came i'owlinizﬁem of us,
and plainly bad us expe& the Cowp-de-Grace. Ina
word, it took us with fsch a Fury, that it overfet
" the Boat at once; and feparating us as well from
the Boat, as from one another, gave us not Time
hardly to fay, O God! for we are all fwallowed
up in 2 Moment. :

- Nothing can defcribe the Confufion of Thought
which I fe.t when I funk into the Water; for tho’ I
fwam very well; yet ¥could not deliver myfelf from
. the Waves, fo as to draw Breath, ’till the Wave
having
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having dtiven me,ox rather cirried me 2 vaft Way
ontowardsthe Shore, and having fpentit R1f, went
back, and left-te:upon the Land almoft' dry, but
hialf dead with-the Water I ook in, 1 it {o miticfr
Prefence of Mind as welt as Breathleft, that feethp
myfe}f nearct tie main Land cthanI expetred, } gor
upon my Fect,. and endeavoured td make off o~
wards the Land as faft as I could, beforg'#hother
Wave (honld retumn, and'take ‘me up: again.”Bar I
foon found it was impoffible: t& avord it ;' forl faw.
the Seacome after ‘me as high-ds :ﬁ&ﬁ M, "dhid
as furions 1s-an Enemy which ¥ hiad-nG Méars od
Strength to ¢ontend with ; :l-'? Bufinef wds't8 hold
my Breath, and rife myfelf upon-the Watlt; if
could ; and.fo by fwimming to preferve my Breqth=
ing, and Pilot:mylelf towards the Shorg, if poffi=
ble ; my greateft Concern now being, thatthe Sea,
asit would carry me a—ﬁrett'-Wayft,ow'a’rds‘the" Shiote
when it. came on, might rot darty e bick 4giiit
with it when it gave back vowards the Sea.' : - =
- The. Wave that came upon' s aghin; butiéd mé
at once 10 or 30 Foor deep invits'own Body ; atd ¥
could feek my felf carried with4 mighcy Fpree #nd
Swiftuefs towards the Shoréd very great Way 3 bue
I held my Breath, and affted my felf to Wity fill
forwards with all my Mighit. - T was'ready to butft
with holding my Breath, wiien, asF felt my' felf
rifing up, fo to my immediate Relief, ¥ foind my
Head and Hands fhoot out above the Sutface of the'
Water; and tho’ it was not two Seconds of Fitte
that I could keep my felf fo, yer it reliev’d e
greatly, gave me Breath and new Courage. I was
covered again with Watera good while, but not
fo long but I held it out; and finding the Water
had fpent it felf, and began to return, I ftrook fot--
ward againft the Return of the Waves, and fele
Ground again with m)l'a Feet. Iftood fill a szw
2 o
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Moments to recover Breath, and ’till the Water
went from me,and then took tomy Heels,and run,
with what Strength I had, farther towards the
Shore: But neither weuld this deliver me .from
-the Fury of the Sea, which came pouring in af-
ter me again, and twice more I was lifted up by
the Waves, and carry’d forwards as before, the
Shore being very flat. S,

The lalt Time of thefe two had well near been:
fatal to me; for the Sea having hurry’d. me along as
before, landed me, or rather dath’d me againit 2
Picce ofa Rock ; and that with fuch Force; as it
left me fenfelefs, and indeed helplefs, as to my own
Deliverance ; for the Blow takirig'my Side and
Breaft, beat the Breath, as it were; quite outof my
Body ;.and had it return’d again immediately, I
muft have been ftrangled in the :Water; but I re-
caver'd a little before the Return of the Waves;
and feeing I fhould be cover’d again with.the Wa-
ter, I refolv’d to hold faft by a Pieeg of the Rock,
and [o0. to hold my Breagh, if paffible, ’tilt the Wave
went back ; now asthe Waves were not fo high as
at firft, being near Land, I held my Hold ’till the
Wavé “abated, and. then fetch’d. .another Run,
which brought me. fo near the Shore, that the
next Wave, tho’ it went over me, yet did not fo
{wallow me up as to carry me away, and the next:
Run I'took, I got to the main Land, where, to
my great Comfort, I clamber’d up the Clifts of
the Shore, and fat me down upon the Grafs; free
from Danger, and quite out of the Reach. of the
Water. , .

1 was now landed, andfafeon Shore, and began
tolook up and thank God that my Life was fav’din
a Cafe wherein there was fomeMinutes before fcarce
any room tohope.. I believe itisimpoffible to ex-
prefs tothe Life what the Extafies and Tranfport SIOE

the

- ®w



[ 53]

the Soul are, when it is fo fav'd, as I'my fay, out
of the very Grave; and I do not wonZer row at
that Caftom, viz, That whena Ma'efa&cr, who
has the Halter abbut his Neck, isty’d up, and juft
going to be turn'd off, and has a Reprieve brought
to hini : Ifay, I donot wonder that they bring a
" Surgeon with it, to let him Blood that-very Mo-
ment they tell him of it, that the Surprize may not
drive the Animal Spirits from the Hearr, and over-
whelm him ¢ ' e

For fudden’ Soys, ke Griefs; confound at forf

T walk’d about on the Shore, lifting up my Hards

and my whole Being, as I may fay, wraptup in the
Contemplation of my Deliverance, making 2 thou-
fand Geltures and Motiens which I cannot deferibe,
refle@ing upon all my Comrades that were drown’d,
and that there fhould not be one Soul fav’d but my
felf ;' for, as for them, I never faw them afterwards,
or any Sign of them, except three of their Hats,
one Cap, and two Shoes that were not Fellows.
- Tcaft my Eyesto the ftranded Veflel, when the
Breach and Froth of the Sea being fo big, Icould
hardly fee it, it lay fo far off, and confider’d, Lord !
how was-it: poffible I could get on Shore!

AfterIhad folac’d my Mind withthe comfortable
Part ofmy Condition, I'began to look round me to
fec what kind of Place I was in, and what wasnext
to bedone, and I foon found my Comforts 2bate ;
and that,:in 2 word, I'had a dreadful Deliverance :
For I.was wet, had no Cloaths to thift me, nor any
thing either to eat or drink to comfort me, neither
did 1 fee any Profpe& before mte, but that of pe-
vithitig with Hunger, or bging devoui'd by wild
Beafts; and that which was particularly afliGing
to mé, was, ‘that I hid no Weapon cither to hunt

- E 3 and .
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and kijll.apy Creature for my Suftenance, .0x to de-
fend my felfagaintt any other Cseature that might
defire . kill me for their’s : Inawordy 1had no-
thin, :a_Knife, a Tobaccerpipe, and
alic a Box;thisyas all my Proyifi-
on,, 1 me .into terrible. Agonies of
Mind,  forawhile Lrunaboyt}ikea Mad-man;
Nght .coming upon me, -1 began with. 2 heavy
Feart to confider what would be my Latif there
were any ravenous Beafts in that Country, feeing
at Night they always come abroad for their Prey.
Albthe- Remedy that offer’d to my Thoughts at
that Time, was, to get up into a thick buthy Tree
like a Firr, but thorny, which grew neaf me, and
-where I refoly’d to fitall Night, and confider the
next. Day what Death I thould  die, for as yet I
{aw no Profpe& of Life ; 1 walk’d apont 2 Furlong
from the Shore, tofce if I could find any. freth Wa-
'ter todrink, which I did, to my grear Joy s and ha-
‘ving drank, and put a little Tobacco1n my Mouth
“to prevent - Hunger, I went to the Tree, and get-
ting up intq it, endeavourd to place myfelf fo, as
thac if I fhonld fleep, I might notfalls and having
cut me a fhort Stick, like-a Truncheon, for my
-Defence, ¥.took up my Lodging, ard having been
exceffively fatigu’d, 1 fell faft afleep, and flept a$
comfortably as, I believe, few could . hiave done
in my:Caondition, and foupd myfelf the moft re='
frefh’d with it, that I think I ever was on fuch an
Occafion, .- T R
Whea I wak’d, it was broad Day,- the Weather
clear, and the Storm abated, fo that the Sea did
not rage,and fwell as before: But that which fur-
priz’d ?‘3 moft, was, that the Ship was lifted off
in the Night from the Sand where fhe lay, by
the Sweliing of the Tide, .and was: dtiven up al-
‘moft as far as the Rock, which ,I?ﬁrg}_mcqﬁoﬁﬁd,
: - : wkere

[
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where I had been fo bruis’d by the dathing me 3~
ainftit; this being within abouta Mile from the
ghore where I was, and the Ship feeming to ftand
upright ftill, I with’d my felf on Board, that, at
llejarﬁ, I might fave fome neceffary Things for my
e -

"~ When I came down from my iﬁpartmcn; in the

Tree, Ilook’d abont me again, and the firft Thin
I found was the Boat, which lay as the Wind ang
thé Sea had tofs’d her up upon the Land, about
two Miles on my Right-Hand. I walk’d asfarasl
could upon the Shore to have got to hey,.byt found
2 Neck or Inlet of Water between me.aggi“thi
Boat, which was about haif 2 Mile Broad, fo
came back for the prefent, being more intent upon
‘getting at the Ship, where I hopd to find fome-
thing for my prefent Subfiftence. . SN
A little after Noon I found the Sea very calm,
and the Tide ebb’d {o far out, that I could come
within a quarter of a Mile of the Ship; and here
I found a frefh renewing of my Grief, for I faw
evidently that if we had kept on Board, we had
been all fafe, that is to fay, we had all got fafe
on Shore, and I had not been {0 miferable as to
be left entirely deftitute of all Comfort and Com-
any, as now I was; this forced Teats from my
yes again, but as there was little Relief in that,
I refolv’d, if pofiible, to gef to the Ship, ..fo1
%ull’d off my Cloaths, for the Weather was hot to
xtremity, and took the Water; but when,J camg
to the Ship, my Difficulty was f}ill greater. tp
know how to get on Board, for as fhe lay a-groupd,

and high out of the Water, there was. nathin
within my Reach to lay hold of, I fwam ,ronp,i
her twice, and the fecond Time I fpy'd ,a .fmall
Piece of a Rope, which I wonder 1 did not. fee
at ficlt, hang down by 't};f Fore-Chains {¢ Jow,
: 4 as
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as that with great Difficulcy I got hold of it, and
by the help of that Rope,:"got up into the Fore-
caftle of the Ship, here 1 fourd that the Ship was
‘bulg'd, and had a great deal of Water in her Hold,
but that the lay fo on the Side of a- Bank of hard
$and, or rather Earth, and her Stern lay lifted up
upon the Bank, and her Head low almoft to
the Water ; by this Means all her Quarter was
free; and all that was in that Part was dry;
for yau may be fure my firft Work was to fearch
and to fee what was fpoii’d, ‘ard what was
frec; ard firft, Ifound that all the Ship’s Pro-
wifions - were dry and’ untouch’d by the Water,
and being very well difpos’d to eat, I went to
the Bread-Room and fil’ld my Pcckets with™ Bif-
ket, and eat it as I went about other Things,
for I had no time to lofe ? I alfo found fcme Rum
in thé great Cabin, of- which 'l tock a large
Pram; and which I had indeed need enough of
to fpirit me for what was before me.: Now I
wanted nothing but a Boar to furnith my-{elf with
many ‘Things which I forefaw would ‘be very ne-
ceflary to me. te - '

Tt was in vain to fit-ftill and wifh for what was
not to be had, and this Extremity rouz’d my
Application; we-had feveral fpare Yards, and
two or thtee lakge' Sparrs of Wood, and - a fpare
T op-maf or two in-the Ship ; I refolv'd to fall to
work - with thefe, and flong as many -of them
pver Board, as I -conld manage for their Weight,
tyirig every one with a Rope,- that they might
not drive away ; when this was done I went down
the "Ship’s Side, -and pulling them to me, I ty d
four ‘of them faft togethér ot'both Ends as well
as-Teould, in the Form of a Raft, and laying
two. or-three fhort Pieces of Plank upon them
crofs-ways, I found T conld walk upon it vcll;y
A - well,
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well, but that it was not able to bear any gresr
Weight, the Pieces being too light; fo I went to
work, and with the Carpenter’s Saw [ cut a {pare
Top-malt into three Lengths, and added them to
my Raft, wirh a great deal of Labour and Pains,
but hope of furnithing my felf with Neceflaries, en-
‘courag d-me to go beyond what I fhould have been
able to have done upon another Occafion.

My Raft was now ftrong enough to bear any
reafonable Weight; my next Care was what to
load it with, and how ta preferve what I laid upon
it from the Sarf of the Sea ; butI was not lox:s con-
fidering this, I firftlaid all the Planks or Boards up-~
on it that I could get, arid having confider’d well
what I moft wanted, I firft got- three of the Sea-
mens Chefts, which I had broken openand empty’d,
-and lower’d them down upon my Raft; the firft
-of thefe I fil’d w:th Provifions, viz. Bread, Rice,
three Dutch Cheefes, five Pieces of dry’d Goat’s
Fleth, which we liv’d much upon, and a little Re-
mainder of European Corn, which had been laid by
for fome Fowls which we brought to Sea with us,
but the Fowls were kill’d; there had been fome
Barly and Wheat together, but, to my great Dif-
appointment, I found after wards that the Rats had
eaten or fpoil’d it all; as for Liquors, I found fe-
veral Calfes of Bottles belonging to our Skipper, in
which were fome Cordial Waters, and in ail about
five or fix Gallons of Rack, thefe I ftow’d by
themfelves, there being no need to put them intb
the Cheft, nor no room for them. While I was
doing this, Ifound the Tids begin to flow, tho’
very calm, and I had the Mortification to fee my
Coat, Shirt, and Waft-coat, which'I had left ‘on
Shore upon the Sand, {wim 4way; as for my
‘Breeches, which were only Linnenand open-knee’d,
‘I{wam on Board in them and my Stockings: How*
- ever
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.ever this put me upon rummaging for Cloaths, of
which 1 found enough, but took no more than 1
~wanted for prefent %fc, for I had other Things
which my Eye was more upon, asfitft Tools to
work with on Shore, and it was atter long fearch-
jng that I found out the Carpenter’s Chelt, which
was indeed a very ufeful Prize to me, and much
more valuable than 2 Ship Loading of Gold would
have been at that time; I got it down to my Raft,
.even whole as it was, without lofing Time to look
into it, for I knew in general what 1t contain’d.
My next Care was for fome Ammunition and
‘Arms ; there were two very good Fowling-Pieces
jin the great Cabin, and two Piftals, thefe I fe-
cur’'d firlt, with fome Powder-Horns, and a {mall
_Bag of Shot, and two old rufty Swords : I knew
there were three Barrels of Powder in the Ship,
but knew not where our Gunner had ftow’d them,
but with much Search I found them, two of them
dry and good, the third had taken Water, thofe
two I got to my Raft, with the Arms, and now
J thought my felf pretty well freighted, and be-
gan to think how I fhould get to Shore with them,
.having neither Sail, Oar, or Rudder, andtheleaft
Cap full of Wind would have overfet all my Na-
.vigation. :
. I bad three Encouragements. 1. A fmooth
calm Sea. 2. The Tide rifing, and fetting in to
the Shore. 3. What little Wind there was blew
me towardsthe Land ; and thus, having found two
.or three broken Qars belonging to the Boat, and
befides the Tqols which were in the Cheft, I found
two Saws, an Axe, and a Hammer, and with this
CargoIputtoSea: Fora Mile, or thereabouts my
Ratt went very well, only that I .found it drive a
little diltant from the Place where.I had landed te-
fore, by which I perciv’d that there was fome In-

: draft
il
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draft of the Water; and confequemdy I hop’d te
find fome Creek or River there, which I might
make ufe of as a2 Porp to get to Land with my
Laxgo. . L,

As Iimagin’d, {e it was, there appear’d beforg
me 3 little opening of the Land, and I found 2
firong Current of the Tide to fet into it, fp I gui-
ded my Raft g3 well-as I could to keep in the Mid-
dle .of the Stream: But here I had like to have
fuffer’d a fecond Shipwreck, which, if I:had, 1
think verily would have broke my Heart, for know-
ing nothing of the Coaft, my Raft run a~ground
at one End of it upona Shoal, and not being a~
ground 3t the other End, it wanted but a little
that all my Cargo had flipp’d off towards that
Eud that was a-fleat, and fo fail’ni into the Wa~
ter.:- 1 did my utmoft by fetting my Back againft
the Chefls, to keep them in their Places, but conld
not thruft off the Raft with all my Strength; seir
ther. durft Ilir from the Poflure I wasin, but hold-
ing up the Chefts with all my Might, ftoodin that
Manner near hajf an Hour, in which time the ti-
fing of the Waterbrought me a little moreupon 2
Level, and a little after, the Water fill rifing, my
Raft floated again; and I thruft her off with the
Qarl had, into the Channel, and then driving up
higber, I atlength found my felf in the Mouth of
alittle River, with Land on-both Sides, and 2
ftrong Current or Tide runningup,-I look’d on
both Sides for a proper Place to get to Shore, for
I was not willing to be driven too high up the
River, hoping' in time to fee fome Ship at Sea,
and therefore refolv’d to place my felf as near the
Coaftas'I could. : '

At length 1 {fpy’d a.little Cove on the right
Shore of the Creek, to which with great Pain and -
Difficulty I guided my. Raft, and at laft gotfonear;
¢ as
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as thar, reaching Ground with my Oar, I could
thruft Rer direGtly in, but herel had like to have
dipt all my Cargo in the Sea again ; for that Shore
lying pretty fteep, that is to fay floping, there
was no Place to land, but where one End of my
Float, if it run on Shore, would lie fo high, and
the other fink lower as before; that it would en-
danger my Cargoagain: All tfmc I coulddo, was
towait ’till the %"idc wasat the higheft, keeping the
Raft withmy Oar like an Anchor to hold the Side
of it faft to the Shore,- near a flat Peice of
Ground which I expefted the Water would flow
over; and fo it did: As foon as | found Water
enough, for my Raft drew about a Foot of Water, 1
thruft her on upon that flat Piece of Ground, and
there faften’d.or mor’d her' by fticking my twe
broken QOars into the Ground; one on oneSide
near one End, and one on the other Side near the
other End 5 and thus| lay till the Warer ebb’d a-
way, and left my Rafrand all my Cargo fafe on
Shore, - - g SR

My next Work was to view the Country, and
feck a proper Place for my Habitation,and where
to ftow my Goods to fecure them fiom whitever
might happen ; where I was, I yet knew not, whe-
ther on the Coatinent or on anlfland, whether in-
habited, or not inhabited; whether in Danger of
wild Beafts or not: There wasa Hill not above
aMile from me, which rofeup very fteep and high,
and which feem’d- to over-top fome other. Hills
which lay asin a Ridge from it Northward ; }took
out onc of the Fowling. Pieces,: and one of the Pi-
ftols, and.an Horn of Powder, and thus arm'd 1
travell’d for Difcovery up to the Top of that Hill;
whereafter I had with great Labour and Difficul-
ty:got to the Top; I faw any Fate to my great
AfRti@ion, (viz.)that ] wasip an l{land enviran’d
e every
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¢very Way with the Sea, no Land to be feen, ex+
cept fome Rocks which lay a great Way off, and
two fmall Iflands lefs than this, which lay abeut
three Leagues to the Weft. . . e

I found alfo that the Hland I wasin was barren,
and, as I {faw good Reafon tobelieve, un-inhabited,
except by wild Beafts, of whom however I faw.
none, yet I.{aw abundance of Fowls, but knew
not. their Kinds, neither when I kili'd them could:
I tell what was fit for Food, and what not 5 at my
coming back, I fhot at a great Bird which I faw
fitting upon a Tree on the Side of a great Wood, I
believe it was the firft Gun that had been fir’'d
there fince the Creation of the. World; I had no
fooner fit'd, but from all.the Parts-.of the Wood
there arofe an innumerable Number of Fowls of.
many Sorts,-making a confus’d Screaming, and
Crying, -every one according to his ufual Note ;.
but not one of them of any Kind that I knew : As,
for the Creature I'kil’d, Itook it to be a Kind of
a Hawk, its Colour and Beak refembling it, but.
had no Talons or Claws mor¢ than common, its.
Fleth was Carrion, and fic for nothing. - ..

Contented With this Difcovery, I came back to-
my Raft, and fell to Work to bring my Cargoon
Shore, which took me up the reft of that Day, and
what to do withmy felf at Night I knew not,norc
indeed where to reft ; for I was afraid to lie down
on the Ground, not knowing but fome wild Bealt
might devour me, tho’, as I afterwards found,
there was really no Need for thofe Fears.

However, as well as I could, I barricado’d my
felf round with the Chefts and Boards that I had
brought on Shore, and made a kind of a2 Hut for
that Night’s Lodging; as for Food, Iyet faw not-
which Way to fupply my felf, except that 1 ?ad

een
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feen two or threé Creatures like Hares run out of
the Wood where I fhot the Fowl. .. - - "
Inow began to confider, that I might yet ger'z
great many Things out of theShip, which would
be ufeful to me, and particularly fome .of the Rig-
ging; and Sails, and fuch other Things as might
come to Land, and Irefolv’d.to make anotherVoy-
age on Baard the Veflel, if ‘pofible ; and a5 I
‘knew that the firkt Storm that blew muft neceffarity
breakher all in Pieces, I refolv’d to fet all other
Fhings apart, 'till T got every Thing - our of- the
Shipthat I could get ; then I call’d a Cooncil, that
is to fay, in my ‘Fhoughts, whether I fhould take
back the Raft, but this appear’d impra&icable ; fo
T refolv'd to go -as -before, ‘when the Tide was
down, and I did-fo, only that Iftripp'd before I
went from my Hutt, having nothing but a che-
quer’d Shirt, 2 Pair of Linnen Drawers, anda Pair

of Pumps on my Feet. : -
‘1 got on Board the Ship, as before;, and prepar’d
a fecond Raft, and having had Experience of the
firft, I neither made this {fo nnweildy, nor loaded
it fo hard, but yet.I brought away feveral Things.
very ufeful to me ; as firft, in the Carpenter’s Stotes
1 found two or three Baﬁs full of Nails and Spikes,
a great Skrew-Jack, a Dozen or two of Hatchets,
and above all, that moft ufeful Thing call'd 2
Grind-ftone; allthefe I fecur’d together, with fe-
veral Things belonging to the Gunner, particular-
ly two or three Iron Crows, and two Barrels of
Musket-Bullets, - feven Muskets, and another Fow-
-ling-Piece, with fome fmall Quantity of Powder
more; a large Bag full of fmall Shot, and a great
Roll of Sheet-Lead : But this wasfo heavy,I could

fot hoife it up to get it over the Ship’s Side.

Befides thefe things, I took all the Mens Cloaths
that I could find, and a fpare Fore-top-fail, a Hanlr‘l-
mock,
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mock and fome Bedding; and with this I loaded
My fecond Raft, and brought them: allfafe on Shore
to my very great Comfort. -

- 1 was under {fome Apprehenfions during my:Apé’
fence from the Land, that at lealt my Provifions
might be devour’d on‘'Shere ; but when I¢ame back,
I found no Sign -of any.Vifitor, onlythere fat 2/
Creature like a wild Cat upon ene of the Chefts,
which when I.came towards it, - as-away a little
Diftance, - and then Reod flift; - fhe fat very com=
pos’d, and unconcern’d, and look’dfiil inmy Fade,
asif the had a Mind to be acquainted with me; 1
prefented my Guniat her, but as-the did nor andecs
fland it, fhe was perfeGly unconcetn’d at it,- BoR!
didfhe offer to Rir away ; upon which I tofs’d hee:
a2 bit of Bisket, tho’ by the Way I was not vety
free of it, formy Store was not great : Howeover,
I fpar’d her a bit, Ifay, and fhe went to i¢, fmeil’d-
of it, and eat it, and look’d (as pleas’d) for move,!
bue I thank’d het, and could fpate no more ; {o e
march’d off. - I S

Having got my fecond Cargo on Shere, the’I
was fain to open the Barrels of Powder, and bring
them by Parcels, (o they wer¢ too heavy, beitig
large Casks, I went to work to make me a little
Tent with the Sail and fome Poles which I cut for
that purpofe, and into this Tent I brought every
Thing that I knew would fpoil, either with Rain
or Sun, and I piled all the empty Chefts and Casks
up in a Circle round the Tent, to fortify it from ad.
ny {udden A¢tempt, either from Man or Bealt.

. When I had done this I block’d up the Door of
the Tent with fome Boards within, and an empty
Cheft fet up an End without, and fpreading one
of the Beds upon-the Ground, laying my two Pi-
ftols juft, at my Head and my Gun at Length by

- me, I went to Bed for the firft Time, and flept

very
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very quittly all Nighe, forI was very weary, and
heavy, for the Night before I had fleptlitile, and
had labour’d very hard all Day, as well to fetch all
thofe Things from the Ship, as to get them on
Shore, A ' o
.. I had the biggeft Magazine of ‘all Kinds now.
that ever were :laid up, I believe, for one Man ;
but I was not fatisfy’d fill ; for while the Ship fat
upright in that Pofture, I thought I ought to get
every Thing out of her that I could ; fo every Day
atlow Water I went on Board, and brought away
fome Thing or.other: But particularly the third
Time I went, I brought away as much of the Rig-
ing as I could, asalfo all the {mall Ropes and
gopc,-twinc.l_could get, with a Piece of {pare Can-
vafs, which was to mend the Sails upon Occafion,
the Barrel of wet Gup-Powder : In a Werd,I brought
away all the Sails firft and laft, only that I was
fain to cut them in Pieces, and bring as much at a
“TimeasIcould ; forthey were,no moteufeful to
be Sails, but as meer Canvafs only. .
_But that ‘which comforted me more ftill, was,
that at laft of all, after I had made five or fix fuch
Voyages asthefe, and thought I had nothing more
to expe& from the Ship that was worth my med-
ling with, Ifay, afterall this, I founda great Hog--
fhead of Bread, and three large Runlets of Rum ot
Spirits, and a Box of Sugar, and a Barrel of fine
Flower ; this was furprizing to me, becaufe I had
given over expe&ing any more Provifions, except
what was {poil’d by the Water : 1foon empty’d the
Hogfhead of that Bread, and wrapt it up, Parcel
by Parcel, in Pieces of the Sails, which I cut out;
and in 2 Word, Igot all this fafe on Shore alfo..
. The next Day I made anothe; Voyage; and
now having plunder’d the Ship of what was portk:)elt-
¢

kY
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ble and fit to hand ut, 1began wich the Cables;
and cutting the great Cable into Picess, fuch as
I could move, [got two cables and a Hawfer o
Shore, with all the Iron-work I couid get; an3
having cut down the >ptidtail vard, and the Mit=
fen-yard,and every 1 hing I could to make a larvé
Raft, Iloaded with it all thofc heavy Goodsy and
came away : but my good Luck b.gan nov to
leave mé ; fot this Raft was fo unweitdv, and (g
overloaden, that after I wis catei’d the litrle Covey
where 1 had landed the relt of my Goods, n t be-
ing ab'e toguid= it fo handily as1did the other,
it overfer, and threw me and all my Cargo into
the Water; as for my felt it was no great Harm,
for I was near the Shore ; but as to m,Cargo,
it was great Part of it loft, cfpecially the Irong
which I expe&ted would have beco of grzat Ufe
tome: However, when the Tide was out, I gt
moft of the Pieces of Cable athore, and fome of
theIron, tho’ with infinite Labout ; for I wasfaia
todip for it intothe Water, a \Work which fas
tigu’d me very much: Afier this [went every Day
on board, and brought away what Icould g-t.

I had been now thirteen Days on Shore, and had
been eleven Times on Board thie Ship ; i6 which,
Time1 had brought awdy all that one [air of
Hands could well be fuppos'd capable to bring, tho*
1 believe verily, had the calm Weather held I
fhould have brought away thé whole Ship Piece by
Piece : Bur preparing the 1:th Time to go on
Board, I found the Wind begin to rile ; howevce
at low Wdter I went on Board, and tho’I thought
1 bhad rumag’d the Cabin fo effeGtually,as that ho=
thing more could be found, yet I difcover’d a Lock-
er with Drawers in it, in ofie of which I found twg
‘or three Razors, and one Pair of large Sciffars,
with fome ten or a dozen of good ‘Knives and

FdrkSg
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Forks; ift another Ifound about Thirty fix Pounds
valuc in Money, fome European Coin, fome Brafily
fome Pieces of Eight, fome Gold, fome Silver.

I fmild to my felf ac the Sight of this Meney,
O Drug! faid I aloud, what art thou good for 2
Thou art not worth to me, nonot the taking off
of the Ground, one of thofe Knivesis worth all
this Heap, I have no Manner of ufe for thee, €'en
remalin wherethou art, aud go to the Bottom as
a Creature whofe Life is not worth faving. How-
ever upon fecond Thoughts, Itook it away, and
wrapping all this in a Piece of Canvas, 1began
to think of making another Raft, but while Iwas
g;lcparing this, 1 found the Sky over caft, and the

ind began to rifc, and in a Quarter of an Hour
it blew a frefh Gale from the Shore it prefently
occur’d to me, that it was in vain to pretend to
make a Raft with the Wind off Shore, and that
It was my Bufinefs to be gone before the Tide of
Flood began, otherwife I might not be able to
teach the Shore at all: Accordingly 1 let my
felf down into the Water, and fwam ctofs the
Channel, which lay between the ‘Ship and the
Sands, and even that with Difficulty enough, part-
1y with the Weight of the Thirgs I had about me,
and partly the roughnefs of the Water, for the
Wind rofe very haltily, and before it was quite
high Water, it blew a Storm.

But 1 was got Home to my little Tent, where
I lay withall my Wealth about me vgry fecure.
It blew very hard all that Night, and in the Morn-
ing when I look’d out, behold no more Ship wasto
be feen ; I was a little furpriz’d, but recoverd my
felf with this fazistaGory Refle@ion, wiz. That 1
had loft no Time, nor abated no Diligence to get
every Thing out of her that could be ufeful to me,
and'that indeed thete was little leftin her that 1
. was
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was ablé to briog away, if 1 had had mote
Time. S ,
Inow gave over any more Thoughts of the
Ship, or of any Thing out of her, except what
might drive on Shore from her Wreck, as indeed
divers Pieces of her afterwards did ; but thofe
Thidgs wete of fmall ufeto me.” =
My Thoughts were now wholly employ’d a-
bout fecuring sy felf. either againft Savages, 1f a-
ny thould appear, or wild Bealls.if any were in the
Iiland ;and 1 had many Tho1ghts of the Method
how to dothis,and what kind of Dwelling to make,
whether 1fhould make me a Cave in the Earth, or
a Tentupon the Earth : And, in thort, I refolvd
upon both, the Manner and Defcription of which
it may not be improper to give an Account of.

I foon found the Place I was in was not for my
Settlement, particularly becaufe it was upon a low
moorith Ground near the Sea, and I believ'd
would not be wholefome, and more parzicularly
becaufe there was no frefh Water near it, fo I re-
folv’d tofind a more healthy and moreconvenient
Spot of Ground. :

I confulted feveral Things in my Sitnation
which I found would be proper for me, 1(t. Health,
and freth Water juft now mention’d. 2dly, Shel~
ter from the Heat of the Sun. 3dly, Sccurity from
ravenous Creatures, whether Men or Beafts. 4thly,
a View to the Sea, that if God fent any Ship in
Sight, I might not lofe any Advantage for my
Deliverance, of which I was not willingto banith
all my Expe&ation yet.

In fearch of a Place proper for this, Ifound a

" lierle Plain on the fide of a rifing Hill, whofe
Front towards this little Plain was fteep as 2
Houfe-fide, fo that nothing could ¢come down
upoa me from the Top i‘ on the fide of this RhOCk

2 there
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there was. a hollow Place worn a little Way in
" like the Entrance or Door of a Cave, but there was
not really any Cave or Way into the Rock at all.
" Onthe flat of the Green, juft befote this hollow
Place, I refolv’d to pitch my Tent ¢ ThisPlain was
not above an Hundred Yards broad, and about
twice as long, and lay like a Green before my
Door, and atthe End of it defcended irregularly
every Way down into the low Grounds by the
Sea-fide. 1t was on the N.N.27. Side of the Hill,
“fo that I was fhelter’d from the Heat every Day,
till it came to a 2#. and by §. Sun, or thercabouts,
which in thofe Countries is neat the Setting,
Before I fec up my Tent, Idrew a half Circle
before the hollow Place, which took in about ten
Yards in its Semi-diameter from the Rock, and
_twenty yards in its Diameter, from its Beginning
‘and Ending.
" In this half Cikcle I pitch’d two Rows of ftrong
Stakes, drivingthem into the Ground till they
“ftood very firm like Piles, the biggeft End being
out of the Ground about five Foot and and an half,
and fharpen’d on the Top ; the two Rowsdid not
ftand above fix Inches from one anothet. :
Then I took the Pieces of Cable which I had cut
in the Ship, and laid them in Rows orie upon
another, within the Circle between théfe two
Rows of Stakes, up to the Top, placing orher
Stakes in the Infide, leaning againft them, about
two Foot and a halt high, like a Spur toa Poft,
and this Fence was (o ftrong, that neither Man or
Beaft could get into it or over it: This coft me
a great deal of Time and Labour, efpecially to cut
the Piles in the Woods, bringthem to the. Place,
and drive them into the Earth. -
- The Entrance into this Place I made tobe not .
by a Door, but by a fhort Ladder, to go ovgr. '
- : the

hY
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the Top, which Ladder, when I was in, I lifted
over after me, and fo | was compleatly fenced in,
and fortify’d, as I theught, from all the World,
and confequently flept fecure in the Night, which
otherwife I could not have done, tho’ asit appear’d
afterward, there was no need of all this Caution
from the Enemies that I apprehended Danger from.

Into this Fence or Fortrefs, with infinite La-
bour, I carry’d all my Riches, all my Provifions,
Ammunition and Stores, of which you have the:
Account above, and I mademe alargeTent,which
to preferve me from the Rains, that in one Part of
the Year are very violent there, I made double, viz.,
one {maller Tent within, and one largerTent above
it, and cover'd the uppermoft with ‘a large Tar-
paulin which I had év’d among the Sails.

And now I lay no more for a while in the Bed
which I had brought on Shore, but in 2 Ham-
mock, which was indeed a very good one, and be-=
long’d to the Mate of the Ship.

Into this Tent I brought a!l my Provifions, and
every Thing that would {poil by the Wet, and ha-
ving thus enclos’d all my Goods, I made up the
Entrance, which till now Ihad left open, and fo
pafs’d and repafs’d, as I faid, by a fhort Ladder,

When 1 had done this, I began to work my Way
into the Rock, and bringing all the. Earth and
Stones that I dug down out thro' my Tent, Ilaid
’em up within my Fence in the Nature of a2 Ter-
ras, that fo it rais’d the Ground within about a
Foot a half; and thus I made me a Cave juft be-
hind my Tent, which ferv’d me like a Cellar to
my Houfe. -

It coft me much Labour, and many Days, be-
fore all thefe T hings were brought to Perfe&ion, and .
therefore I muft go back ro fome o:her things which”
took up fome of my Thoughts. Attie fame time it~

F3 \ happued,
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happen’d after I had laid my Scheme for the fet-
ting up my Tent, and making the Cave, that a
Siorm of Rain falling trom a thick dark Cloud, a
fudden Flath of Lightning happen’d, and after
thac a great Clap of Thunder, as is naturally the
Effectof it; I was not fo much furpriz’d with
the Lightning, as I w3s with a Thought which
darted into my Mind as {wift as the Lightning it
felf: O my Powder! my very Heart funk within
me, when I thought, that at one Blaft all my
Powder my be deftroy’d ; on which, not my De-
fence only, but the providing me Food, as I
thought, entirely depended ; I was nothing near
{o anxious about my own Danger, tho’ had the
Powder took fire, 1 had never known who had
hurt me.

Such Impreffion did this make upon me, that
after the Storm was over, I laid afide all my
Works, my Buildings, and Fortifying, and ap-
ply’d my fe f to make Bags and Boxes to feparate
the Powder, and keep it a litcle and a little in a
Parc:l, ia hope, that whatever might come, it
might not all take Fire at ence, and to keep it {o
apart, that it thould not be pofible to make one
Part fire another. I finith’d this Work in about a
Fortnight, and I think my Powder, which in all
was about 240 Ib. weight, was divided, ia not lefs
than a hundred Parcels ; as to the Barrel that had
been wet, I did not apprehend any Danger from
that, foIplac’d it in my new Cave, which in my
Fancy I call’d my Kitchin, and the reft I hid up
and down in Holes among the Rocks, fo that na
wet might come to it, marking very carefully
where Llaid it. " '

* In the Interval of time while this was doing, I
went out onge at lealt every Day with my Gun,
as well 6 divert-my felf, as to fec if I could kill any .
v A X -1‘ “ e tl:liﬂg

- me——
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thing fit for Food, and as near asIcould to ac-
quaint my felf with what the Ifland produc’d. The
firft time I went out I prefently difcover’d that
there were Goats in the Ifland, which was a great
Sutisfa&tion to me ; but then it was attended with
this Misfortune to me, wz. That they were fo
fhy, fofubtile, and fo {wift of Foot, that it was
the difficulteft thing in the World to come at them :
But I was not difcourag’d at this, not doubting
butI might now and then thoot one, as it foon hap-
pea’d, for after I had found their Haunts a little,
I laid wait in this Manner for them : 1 obferv’d if
they faw me in the Valleys, tho’ they were upon
the Rocks, they would run away as in a terrible
Fright ; but it they were feeding in the Valleys,
and I was upon the Rocks, they took no Notice
of me, from whence I concluded, that by the
Pofition of their Opticks, their Sight was fo di-
re@ted downward, that they did not readily fee
Obje@s that were above them ; fo afterwards I
took this Method, I always climbed the Rocks firft
to gzt above them, and then had frequently a fair
Mark. The firlt thot I made among thefe Crea-
tures, lkill’d a She-Goat which had a little Kid
by her which fhe gave fuck to, which griev’d me
heartily ; but when the Old one fell, the Kid
ftood ftock ftill by her till I came and took her up,
and not only fo, but when I carried the Old one
with me upon my Shoulders, the Kid follow’d
me quite to my Enclofure, upon whichllaid down
the Dam, and took the Kid in my Arms, and
carried it over my Pale, in hopes to have bred it
up tame, but it would not eat, fo was 1 forc’d to
kill it and eat it my felf; thefe two fupply’d me
with Flefl-a great while, for I eat {paringly ; and
fav'd my Provifions (my Beead efpecially) as much
gs poffible Lcould, . ... :. . .
K F4 " Having
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Having now fix’d my Habitation, I found it ab~
folutely 1ecefliry to provide a Place to make a
Fue'm, ana Fewel to burn; and what I did for
that, as a'{fo how I enlarg’d my Cave, and what
Conveniercis I made, 1 fhall give a full Account
of in 1ts Place: But I muft firft give fome little
Acco.nt of my felt, and cf my Thoughts about
L.ving, which it may well b¢ fuppofed were not
atew.

I had a difmal Profpeé& of my Condition, for as
I was not czft away tpon that Ifland without be-
ing driven, asis faid, by a violent Storm quite out
of the Cot 1f: of owr intended Voyage, and a great
Way, wiz. fome hundreds of Leagues aut of the
ordinary Courie of the Trade ot Mankind, I had
great Reafon to confider it as a Determination of
Heaven, that in this d.folate Place, and in this
difolate Manrer 1 fhould end my Life ; the Tears
would run p'entiful'y dowa my Face when I made
thefe R.fleciio s, and {cmetimes I wauld expoftu-
late with my feir, Why Providence fhould thus
compleatly ruin i.s Creatmes, and render them
fo abfolutely miferabls, fo without Help aban-
don’y, fo entirely deprefs’d, that it could hardly
be rational to be thunkful for fuch a Life.

But fomethingalways return’d {wift vpan me ta
check thefe Thoughts, and to reprove me; and
particularly ore Day wakingwithmy Gun in my
Hand by the Sea fide, 1 was very pewfive upon the
Subjeét of my prefent Condit'on, when Reafon as
it were expoftulated with me t’other Way, thus:
Well, you arein a defolate Cordition tis true, but
pray remember, Where are the reft of you? Did
not you come Elevenof youinto the Boat, where
are the Ten? Why were not they fav’d and yom
... loft? Why were you fingledout ? Is it better to be

Lere orthere ? Andthen I pointed to the Seaia J}ll
- ' vils
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Evils are to be confider’d with the Good that is in
them, and with what worfe attends them.”

Then it occui’d t® me again, how well I was
furnith’d for my Subfiflence, and what would have
been my Cafe if it had not happen’d, Hhich was
an Hundred Thoufand to One, that the Ship floated
from the Place where fhe firft ftruck-and was dri-
ven fo near to the Snore, that I had Time to get
all thefc Things out of her: What would have
been my Cafe, if I had been to have liv'd in the
Condition in which I at firft came on Shore, with-
out Neceflaries of Life, or Neceflaries to fupply
and procure them? Particularly, faid I aloud, (the’
tomy felf) what fhould I have done without a
Gun, wichout Ammunition, without any Tools
to make any thing, or to work with, without
Cloaths, Bedding, a Tent, or any manner of
Coverii.g, snd that now I had all thefe to a fuffi-
cient Quantity, and was in a fair way to provide
my felt in {uch a manner, as to lLive without
my Gun when my Ammunition was {rent; fo
that I had a tolerable View of fubfifting without
any Want as long as I1ivid; for I confider’d from
the beginning how 1 would provide for the Acci~
dents that might happen, and for the Time that
was to come, even not only after my Ammunition
fhould be fjert, but even after my Health or
Streng:th fhould decay.

I contefs I had not cntertain’d any Notion of my
Ammunition being deitroy’d at one Blaft, I mean,
my Powder be ng blown up by Lightning, and this
made the Thoughts of it fo furprizing 10 me when
it lighten’d and thunder’d, as1 obferv’d juft now.

And ‘now being to enter into a melancholy
Relation of a Scene of filent Life, fuch perhaps as
was never heard of in the World before, I fhall
take it from its Beginning, and coatinue it in its

. Order,
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Order. It was, by my Account, the 3oth of Sept.
when, in the Manner as abovefaid, I firft fet Foot
n- this horrid Ifland, when the Sun being, ta
s, ip ics Autumnal Equinox, was almolitjuft over
my Head, for I reckon’d my felr, by Qbfervarion,
to be in the Latitude of 9 Degrecs 22 Minutes,

North of the Line.

After 1 had been there about ten ar twelve
Pays, it came into my Thoughts, that I thould
lofe my Reckoning ot Time for want of Books
and Pen and Ink, and fhould cven forget the Sab-
bath Daystrom the working Days ; but to prevent
this, I cutic with my Knite upon a large Poft, in
Capital Letters, and making it into a great Crofs,
I fet it up on the Shoie where I ficft landed, wiz. 7
came on Shore heve on the-30th of Sept. 1659. Upon
the Sides of this {quare Polt, I ¢ut every Day a
Notch with my Knite, and every feventh ‘Notch
awas as long again as the reft, and every firlt Day of
the Month as long again as that long one, and thus
X kept my Kalender, or weekly, monthly, and
yearly rcckoning of Time.

In the next Place we are to obferve, that among
the many Things which I brought out ot the Ship
in the feveral Voyages, which as abovemention’d,
I made to it, I got f{everal Things of lefs Value,
but not at all lefs ufeful to me, which I omitted
fetting down betore ; as in particular, Pens, Ink,
and Paper, feveral Parcels in the Captain’s, Mate’s,
Gunuer’s, and Carpenter’s keeping, three or four
Compafics, fome Mathematical Inftruments, Di-
als, Purlpectives, Charts, and Books of Navigari-
on, all which I huddied together, whether I might
want them or no; alfo 1 .fouud three very good
Biblcs, which came to me in my Cargo from Eng-
fand, and which I had pack’d upamong my Things;
jome Py, tigieeze Books alfo, and among them two

or



[75]

‘or three Popifh Prayer-Books, and feveral other
Books ; all which I carefully fecur’d. And I muft
not forget, that we had in the Ship 3 Dog and
two Cats; of whofe eminent Hiftory, I may have
Qccafion to fay fomething in its Place ; forI car-
ry'd both the Cats with me ; and as for the Dog,
he jump’d out of the Ship of himf¢lf, aud fwam
on Shore to me the Day after I went on Shore
with my firft Cargo, and wasa trufty Servant to
me many Years: I wanted nothing h¢ could fetch
me, nor any Company that he could make up to
me ; I only wanted to bhave him talk to me, but
that would not do. As I obferv’d before, I found
Pen, Ink, and Paper, and I husbanded them to the
utmolt ; and I fhall thew, that while my Ink .la~
fted, 1kept Things very exa& ; but after that was
gone, I could not; 'for-?' could. not make any Ink,
by any Means that I could devife. - -
~ And this put me in mind that I wanted many
things, notwithftanding all that I had amafs’d to~
gether; and of thefe, this of Ink was one, as alfo
Spade, Pick-Ax, and Shovel, to dig or remove
the Earth, Needles, Pins, and Thread; as for
Linnen, I foon learn’d to want that without much
Difficulty. : L
This Want of Tools made every Work I did, go
on heavily ; and it wasnear a whole Year before I
had entirely finith’d my little Pale or furrounded
Habitation: The Piles or Stakes, which were as
heavy as Icould well lift, were along Time in cut-
ting and preparing in the Woods, and more by far
in gbrin'ging horae ; fothat I fpent fometimes two
Da&ls in cutting and bringing home one of thofe
Polts, and a third Day in driving it into the Ground ;
for which Purpofe I got a heavy. Piece: of Wood
at firft, but ac laft bethought myfelf of one of the
Iron Crows, which however, tho’ I found it, ‘yst
’ o . it
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it made driving thofe Pofts or Piles very laborious.
and tedious Work. -
* But what need I ha’ been concern’d at the Te-
dioufnefs of any Thing I had to do, feeing I had
‘Time enough tode it'in ; nor had I anyother Em-
ployment, if that had been over, at leaft, that I
¢ould forefee, except the ranging the Ifland to feck
for Food, which 1did more or lefs every Day.

I now began to confider ferionfly my Conditi-
on, and the Circumftance I was reduc’d to, and X
drew up the State of my Affairs in Writing, not fo
much to leave them to any that were to come af-
ter me; for I was like to have but few Heirs, as
to deliver my Thoughts from daily poring upon
them, and affli&ing my Mind ; and asmy Reafon
began new to ‘mafter my Defpondency, I began
to comfort myfelf as'well as I could, and tofet
the Good againft the Evil, that I might have
fométhing to diftinguith my Cafe from worfe; and
I ftated it very impartially, like Debtor and Cre-
diter, the Comforts I enjoy’d, agaicft the” Mife-
riesI fuffer’d, thus: '

Evil. : Good

I am caft upon a horri- But I am alive, and
ble defclate Ifland, void of not diown’d, as all my
all Hope of Recovery. - Ship’s Company was.

"~ L am fingled out and [e- But I am fingled out too
pavated; as it were, from  from all the Ship’s Crew to
all the World -to be mi-  be [pared fromDeath; and
Jerable. : be that mivaculoufly faved
C me from Death, can deliver
me from this Condition.
- Fam divided from Man-  But I amnct flary’d and
kiid,’ a Solitaive, ome ba-  perifbingon a barren Place,
&8 dfrom bumdne Scciety.  affording no Suftenance
b8 .

have
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1 bave no Cloaths to But I am in a bot Chi-

' cover me. mate,whereif 1hadCloaths
. Icould bardly wear them.
I am without any De- ‘But Iam caft on an I-

fence or Means tovefift any  fland, where I [ee no wild
Violence of Man or Beaft.  Beafts to burt me, as I faw
' on the Coaff of Africa:
And what if I had been

Shipwreck’d there 2 -

1 have no Soul to [peak But God wonderfully
to, or relieve me. Jent the Ship in near eningh
to the Shove, that I bave
gotten out fo many neceffa-
ry Thivgs as will either
Jupply my Wanes, or ena-
ble me to Jupply my felf e-
ven as bong as I live.

Upon the whole, here wasan undoubted Tefti-
mony, that there was fcarce any Condition  in the
‘World fo miferable, but there was fomething zega-
tive, or fomething pofitive, to be thankful for in it ;
and let this ftand as'a Dire&ion from the Experj-
ence of the moft miferable of all Conditions in this
World, that we may always. find in it fomething
to comfort our felves from, and to fet in the De-
feription of Good and Evil, on the Credit Side of
the Account.

Having now brought my Mind a little to relifh
my Condition, and given over looking out to Sea,
to fee if I could {py a Ship; Ifay, §ivin_g over
thefe Things, I began to apply myfelf to accom-
modate my way of Living, and to make Things

~as ealy to me as I could. ‘

I have
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T have already defcribed my Habitation, whicti
was a Tent under the Side of a Rock, furtounded
with a ftrong Pales of Pofts and Cables, but I might
now rather call j¢ .2 Wall, for 1 rai’d a kind of
Wall up-agaioft i of Turfs, about two Foot thick
on the Outlide, and after fome tirme, I think it
was a Year and half, T rais’d Rafters from it Tean-

“ing to the Rock, amd thatch’d or cover'd it with
Boughs of Trees, and fuch things as I could get to
keep out of the Rain, which 1 found at fome times

_of the Year very viglent. . -~ . . _

I have already obfesved how 1 brought all my
Goods into this Pale, and into the Cave which 1
had made behind me: But I muft obferve too
that at firlt this was a confus’d Heap of Goods,
which as they lay in no Order, fo they took up

“all my Place; I had no room to turn myfelf; So

1 f{et myfelf to enlarge my Cave and Works far-
ther into the Earth; for it was a loofe fandy Rock,
which yielded eafily to the Labour 1 beftowed on
its And fo when T found I was pretty fafe as to
‘Beafts of Prey, 1 work’d fideways to the Right
"Hand into the Rock; and then turning to the Right
“again, work’d quite out, and made me a Door to
“come out, on the Outfide of my Pale or Fortifi-

“cation.

This gave me not only Egrels and Regrefs, as

it were a Back-way to my Tent and to my Store-
houfe, but gave me room to ftow my Goods.
_ And now I began to apply my felf to make fuch
‘neceffary things as I found | moft wanted, as par-
ticularly a Chair and a Tabley for without thefe I
was not able to enjoy the few Comforts I had in the
World; | could not write or eat, or do feveral
things'with fo much Pleafure without a Table.

So I went to work ; and here I muft nceds obe
ferve, that as Reafon is the Subftance and Origi-l
.- na
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nal of the Mathematicks, fo by flating and fqua<
ring @ry Thing by Reafon, and by making the
moft rational fudgmenr of Things, every Maa
may be in time Mafter of every mechanick Art. I
had never handled Tool in my Life, and yet in
time by Labour, Application and Contrivance, I
found at laft that I wanted nothing butl could
have made it, efpeciallyif I bad had Tools ; how-
ever, 1 made abundance of Things, even without
Tools, and fome with no morcTools than an Adze
and a Hatchet, which perhaps were never made
that way before, and that with infnite Labour -
For Example, if I wanted a Board,I had no other
Way but to cut down a Tree, fet iton an Edge be-
fore me, and bew it flat on either Side with my
Ax, till I had brought it to be thin as a Plank,
and then dubb it {meoth with my Adze. Itis true,
by this Method I could make but one Board out
ot a whole Tree, but this I had no Remedy for
but Patience, any more than I had forthe prodi-
dious deal of Time and Labour which it took me
up to make 2 Plank or Board: But my Time ar
Labour was little worth, and foit was as well em-
ploy’d one way as another.

However, 1 made me a Table anda Chair, as
I obferv’d above, in the firft Place, and this Idid"
out of the fhort Pieces of Boards that I brought
on my Raft from the Ship: But when I had
wrought out fome Boards, as above, I made large
Shelves of the Breadth of a Foot and a Half one
over another, all along one Side of my Cave, to
lay all my Tools, Nails, and Iron-wérk, and in a
Word, to fe{aarate every Thing at large in their
Places, that I might come eafily at them ; I knock’d
Picces into the Wall of the Rock to iang my Guns
and all Things that would hang up.

Se
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So that had my Cave been to be feen, it Jook’d
like a general Magazine of all neceffary ZPhings,
and I had every Thing {o ready at my H3d, that
it was a great Pleafure to me to fce all my Goods
in fuch Order, and efpecially to find my Stock of
all Neceflaries fo great. '

And now it was when I began to keep a Jour-
nal of every Day’s Employmeunt, for indeed at firft
I was in too much Hurry, and not only Hurry
asto Labour; but in too much Difcompcfure of
Mind; and my J-urnal would ha’ been full of many
dull things. For Example, I muft have faid thus:
Sept. the 30th, After I got to Shore and had efcap’d
drowning; inftead of being thankful to God for
my Deliverance, having frft vomited with the
great Quantity of falt Water which was gotten
intomy Stomach, and rccovering my felf a little, I
ran about the Shore, wringing my Hands and beat-
ing my Head and Fice, exclaiming at my Mifery,
and crying out, I was vndone; undone, till tir'd
andfaint I was forc’d to Iye down on the Ground
to repofe, but durlt not flecp for fear of being
devour’d. .

Some Days after this, and after I hed beén on
board the Ship, and got all that I could out of
her, yet I could not forbear getting up to the Top
of a little Mountain and looking oat to Sea in
hopes of feeing a Ship, then fancy at a vaft Di?
ftance 1 {py’d a Sail, pleafe myfcif with the Hopes
of it, and then after looking lteadily till I was al-
moft blind, lofe it quite, and fit down and weep
like a Child, and thus encreafe my Muifery by my |
FO“Y;

" But having gotten over thefe things in fome Mea-
fure; and havingfettled my Houfhould-Scuff and
Habitation, made mea Table and a Chair, and all

as handfome about me as I could; T beganto keep
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ény Journal of which I fhall here give you the -
Copy (tho’ init will be told all thele Particulars
- over again)aslong asit lafted, for having no more
Ink I wasforc’d to leave it off.

The JOURN A L
Eptember 30, 1659. 1poor miferable Roéinﬁ»g’
S Crufoe, gci'ng’ shiperSSd, during a dreadful
Storm, inthe Offing, came on Shore on this dif~
mal unfortunate Ifland, which I call'd the Ifaind
of Defpairy all the reft of cthe Ship’s Company be~
ing drown’d, and my felf almoft déad.
~All the reft of the Day I fpenc in afflitting miy
felf at the difmal Circumftances | was brought to,
viz. I had neither Food, Hoiife, Cloaths, Weapon
or Place to fly to, and in Defpair of any Rclicf:
faw nothing but Death before me, either that I
thould be devour’d by wild Beafts, niurther’d by
Savages, or ftarv’d to Deathi fot want of Food. At
the Approach of Nighit, I1fleptin a Tree for fear
of wild Cieaturés; but flépt foundly tho’ it rain’d
all Nighe. L
. Oftober 1. In thé Morning 1 faw to my great
Surprife the Ship had ficated with the high ide,
and was driven on Shore again much nearer the
Ifland, which as it was fome Comtort onone hdnd;
for feeing her fit upright, and not broken to pieces
1 hop'd, if the Wirid abated, I might get on board,
and get fome Food and Neceffaries out of her for
my Relief; foon the othet hand it fenew’d my
Grief atthe Lofs of my Coinrades, who I ima<d
gin’d if we had all ftaid on board might havé
av’d the Ship, or 4t leaft that they would fiot Have
been all diown’d as they were 3 and that had the
Men been'fav’d, we might perhaps have built u$
- & Boat out of the Ruits gf the Ship; to have c?cr;
. | tie



[ 82 ]

ried us to fome other Part of the World. 1 fpent
great part of this Day in perplexing my felf on
thefe things ; but at length feeing the Ship almoft
dry, 1 went upon the Sand as near as I could, and
then Swam on Board ; this Day alfo continu’d rain-
ing, tho’ with no Wind atall.

From the 1t of October to the 24th. All thefe
Days entirely fpent in many feveral Voyages to
get all T could out of the Ship, which I brought
on Shore, every Tide of Flood, upon Rafts. Much
Rain alfo in thefe Days, thro’with fome Intervals
of fair Weather : But, it feems, this was the rainy
Seafon. : '

Oét. 20. I overfet my Raft, and all the Goods
Thad got upon it, but being in thoal Water, and
the things being chiefly heavy, I recover’d many of
them when the Tide was out.

Oét. 25. It rain’d all Night and all Day, with
fome Gufts of Wind, during which time the Ship
broke in pieces, the Wind blowing a little harder
than before, and was no more to be feen, except
~ the Wreck of her, and that only at low Water,

- Ipent this Day in covering and fecuring the Goods
which I had fav'd, that Rain might not {poil
them. .

Oit. 26. 1 walk’d about the Shore almoft all
Day to find out a Place to fix my Habitation,
greatly concern’d to fecure my felf from any Attack
in the Night, either from wild Beafts or Men.
Towards Night I fix’d upon a proper place under
a Rock, and mark’d out a Semi-Circle for my En-
campment, which I refolv’d to firengthen with a
Work, Wall, or Fortification made of double Piles,
lin’d within with Cable, and without with Turf.

From the 26th to the 30th I work’d very hard

in carrying all my Goods to my new Habit'at;:n! ,
tho
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it}ho’ fome pirt of the time it rain’d exceeding
ard. '

The 31t in the Morning I went out into the
Ifland with my Gunto fee for fome Food, and dif~
cover the Country ; whenIkil’d a She-Goat, and
her Kid follow’d me home, which I afterwards
+ kilPd alfo, becaufe it would not feed. :

November 1. 1 fet up my Tent under a Rock, and
lay there for the firft Night, making it as large as

could with Stakes driving in to fiving my Ham-
mock upon.

~ Nov. 2.1 fet up all my Chefts and Boards, and

the Pieces of Timber which made my Rafts, and
with them form’d a Fence round me, a-litrle with-
in the Place I had mark’d out for my Fortifi-
cation.

~ Nov. 3. I went out with my Gun, and kil’d two
Fowls like Ducks, which were very good Food.
In the Afternoon went to work to make me a
Table.

Nov. 4. This Morning I began t order my times
of Work, of going out with my Gun, time of
Sleep, and time of Diverfion, viz. Every Morning
I walk’d dut with my Gun for two or three Hours
if it did not Rain, then employ’d myfelf to work
till about Eleven a-clock, then eat what I had to
live on, and from Twelve to Two I lay down to
fleep, the Weather being exceffive hot, and then
in the Bvening to work agdin: The wotking Part
of this Day and the next were wholly employed
in making my Table, for I was yet but a very forry
Workman, tho’ Time and Neceffity made me 4

- compleat natural Mechanick foon after, aslbelieve

.~ it would do any one elfe.

Nov. §. This Day went abroad with my Gun
énd my Dog, and kill'd a wild Cat, her Skin
peetty foft, but het Fleth good for nothing : Every

Ga Creature
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Creature I kill’d, I took offthe Skins and preferi’d
them. Coming back by the Sea-fhore, Ifaw ma-

ny Sorts of Sea-Fowls, which I did not under-
- ftand; but was furpriz’d, and almoft frighted with

two or three Seals, which, while I was gazing at, -

not well knowing what they were, got into the
Sea, and cfcap’d me for that Time.
Nov. 6. After my Morning Walk, I went to

work with my Table again, and finifh’d jt, tho®

not to my Liking; nor was it long before I learn’d
to me:d it. :

Nov. 7. Now it began to be fettled fair Wea-
ther. ‘The 7th, 8th, oth, 1oth, and Part of the
12th, (for the r1th was Sunday, according to my
Reckoning) I took wholly up tomake me a Chair,
and withmuch ado brought itto a tolerable Shape,

-but never to pleafe me; and even in the making 1
pull’d it to Pieces feveral Times. Note, I foon ne-
le¢ted my keeping Suwday; for omitting my Mark

i"?\:"%or them on myPoft, 1 forgot which was which.

* - Now.13." ThisDay it rain’d, which refrefh’d me
exceedingiy, and cool’d the Earth, but it was ac-
company’d with terrible Thunder and Lightning,
which frighted me dreadfully, for fear of my Pow-
der: As foon at it was over, I refolv’d to {eparate
my Stock of Powder into as many little Parcels as
poffible, that it might not be in Danger.

Nov. 14, 15,16. Thefe three Days I fpent in
making little fquare Chefts or Boxes; which might
hold about a Pound, or two Pound, ‘at moft, of
Powder; and fo putting the Powder in, I ftowed
it in Pjaces as fecure and remote from one another,
as poffible. On one of thefe three Days 1 kill’d
a large Bird that was good to eat, butl know not
what to call it '

Nov. .17. This Day I began to dig behind my
Tent into the Rock, to makg room for my (F:a .ther

: . ™ onve-




v [ 85 ]

Conveniency. Note, Three Things I wanted ex-
ceedingly for this Work, wiz.a Pick-ax; a Shvel’
and a Wheel-barrow or Basket, {o I defifted from
my Work, and began to confider how to fupply
that Want, and make me fome Tools : As for a
Pick-ax, I made ufe of the Iron Crows, which
were proper enough, tho’ heavy; but the next
Thing was a Shovel or Spade’; this was fo abfo-
lutely neceflary, that indeed I could do nothing ef-
feQually without it; but what kind of one to
make I knew not,

Nov. 18. The next Day in fearching the Woods
I found a Tree ofthat Wood, or like it, which
in the Brafils they call the Jon Tree, for its ex-
ceeding Hardnefs; of this, with great Labour
and almoft {poiling my Ax, I cut a piece, and
brought it Home too with Difficulty enough, for
it was exceeding heavy, B

The exceflive hardnefs of the Wood; and having
no other way, made me a long while:apon this
Machine; for I work’d it efteGually by little :
and little into the Form of a Shovel or Spade, .
the Handle exa&ly fhap’d like ours in England,
only that the brgad Part having no Iron fhod up-
on it at Bottom, it would not laft me {o long;
hawever it ferv’d well cnough for the Ufes which
I had Qccafion to putit to; but never was a Sho- .
vel, | believe, made after that Fafthion, or fa
lppg a making.

lgwas ftill deficient, for I wanted a Basket or a
Wheel-barrow ; a Basket I could not make by any
means, having no fuch Thingsas Twigs that would
bend to make Wicker Ware, at leaft none yet found
out; and as to a Wheel-barrow, I fancy’d I conld
gn‘gke all but the Wheel, but that I had no Notion,
of, neither did I know how to go.abont it ; befides
1 had no poffible way to make the Iron Gudgeons

: - Gg3 - for
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for the Spindle or Axis of the Wheel to run in, fo
I gave it over ; and fo for carrying away the Earth
which I dug out of the Cave, I made me a Thing
like a Hodd which the Labourers carry Mortar in,
when they ferve the Bricklayens,

This was not fo difficult to me as the making
the Shovel; and yet this, and the Shovel, and the
Attempt, which I made in vain, to make a Wheel-
barrow, took me up no lefs than four Days, I mean
always, excepting my Morning Walk with my Gun,
which I feldom tail'd; and very feldom fail’d alfo
of bringing home fomething fit to eat.

Nuwv. 23. My other Work having now ftoed fhill,
becaufe of my making thefe Tools; when they
were finifh’d, I went on, and working every Day,
as my Strength and Time allow’d, I fpent eigh-
tecn Days entirely in widening and deepning my
Cave, that it might hold my Goods commodi~
oufly, - .

Nte, During all this T'ime, I werk’d to make
this Rocm or Cave fpacious enough to accommo-
date me as a Warchoufe or Magazine, a Kitchen,
a - Dining-rcom, and a Cellar; as for my Lodging,
I kept to the T'ent, except that fometimes in the
wet Seafon of the Year, it rain’d fo hard that 1
could riot keep my felf dry, which caus’d me after-
wards to cover all my Place within my Pale with
leng Poles in the Form of Rafters, leanirg againft
the Rock, atd lead:-them with Flags, and large
Leaves of Trees lile a Thatch. ' _

December 10. I began row to think my Cave
or Vault finifhed, when on a fudden (it feems I
had made it too large ) a great Quantity of Earth
fetl down from the Tcep and one Side, fo much,
that in fhort it frighted me, and not withcut Rea-
fon too; for if I had been under it, I had hever
wanted a Grave digger : Upon this Difafler I had

o : a great
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a great deal of Work to do over again; for I had
the loofe Earth to carry out, and which was of
more Importance, I had the Cieling to prop upasfo
that Imight be fure no more would come down.

Dec.11. This Day I went to work with it accord-
ingly, and got two Shoars or Pofts pitch’d upright
to the T'op, with two Pieces of Boards a-crofs- over
each Poft; this I finifh’d the next Day ; and fetting
more Pofts up with Boards, in about a Week more
I had the Roof fecurd; and the Pofts ftanding in
Rows, ferv’d me for Partitions to part of my Houfe.

Dec. 17. From this Day to the Twenticth I
plac’d Shelves, and knock’d up Nails on the Pofts
to hang every Thing up that could be hung up,
and now I began to be in fome Order within
Poors. .

Dec. 20, Now I carry’d every Thing into ‘the
Cave, and began to furnith my Houfe and fet up
fome Pieces of Boards, like a Drefler, to order my
Vi&uals upon, butBoards began to be very {carce
with me; alfo I made me another Table. ‘

Dec. 24. Much Rain all Night and all Day; no
ftirring out. T '

Dec. 25. Rain all Day,

Dec. 26. No Rain, and the Earth much cooler
than before, and pleafanter. :

Dec. 27. Kill'd a young Geat, and lam’d ano-
ther fo that I catch’d it, and led it Home in a
String ; when I had it Home, I bound and {plin~
terd up its Leg which was broke, N.B. 1
took fuch care of it, that it livid, and the Leg
grew well and as {trong as ever; but by nurfing
it fo long it grew tame, and fed upon the little
Green at my Door, and would not go away :
This was the firt Time that 1 entertain’d . a
Thought of brceding up fome tame -Creatures,

G4 that
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that I might have Food when my Powder and
Shot was all fpent.

" * Dec. 28, 29, 30.Great Heats and no Breeze; fo
that there was no ftirring abroad, except in the E-
vening for Food ; this Time I {pent in putting all
my Things in Order within Doors. S

Fanzary 1. Very hot ftill, but I went abroad ear-

ly and late with my Gun, and lay fill in the middle
of the Day ; this Evening going farther into the
Valleys, which lay towards the Center of the Ifland,
I found theye was plenty of Goats, tho’ exceeding
fhy and hard to come at, however I refolv’d to try
if I could not bring my Dog to hunt them down."
" Han. 2. Accordingly, the next Day, I went out
with my Dog, and fat him ufpon the Goats; but I
was miftaken, for they all fac’d about upon the
"Dog, and he knew his Danger too well, for he
would not come near them,

~ Fan. 3 ]I began my Fenceor Wall; which, being
ftill jealous of my being attack’d by fome Body, I
refolv’d to make very thick and (trong.

N. B. This Wall being defcrib’d before, I
purpofely omit what was [aid in the Four-
wval; it is fufficient to chferve, that [ was
uo lefs Time than from the 3d of January
20 the 14th of April, working, finifhrug and

‘pevfelting this Wall, tho’ it was no more
than about 24 Yards in Length, being a half
Circle from one Place in the Rock to another
Place about eight Yards from.it, the Daor
of the Cave being in the Center bebind it.

All this Time I work’d very hard, the Rains
hindering me many Days, nay fometimes Weeks
together ; burl thought I fhould never be perfe@-
ly fecure ’till this Wall was finith’d; andrit is
: carce
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fcarce credible what inexpreffible Labour every
Thing was done with, efpecially the bringing
Piles out of the Woods, and driving them into the
Ground; for I made them much bigger than I
need to have done.

When this Wall was finifh’d, and the Out-fide
double fenc’d with a Turf-Walt rais’d up clofe to
it, I pesfuaded myfelf, that if any People were ta
come on-Shore there, they would not perceive any
Thing like a Habitation ; and it was very well
1 did fo, as may be obferv’d hereafter upon a ve-
ry remarkable Occafion.

During this Time, I made my Rounds in the -
Woods for Game every Day when the Rain ad-
mitted me, and made frequent Difcoveries in thefe
Walks of fomething or other to my Advantage;
particularly I found a kind of wild Pidgeons; who
built not as Wood Pidgeonsin a Tree, but rather
as Houfe Pidgeons, in the Holes of the Rocks; -
and taking fome young ones, I endeavour’d to
brecd them up tame, and did fo; but when they
grew alder, they flew all away, which perhaps
was at firft for want of feeding them, for I had
nothing to give them ; however I frequently found
their Nefts, and got their young ones, which was
very good Meat.

. And now inthe managing my Houfhold Affairs,

1 found my felf wanting in many Things, which

1 thought at firft it was impdffible for me to make,
asindeed as to fomeof them it was.; for Inflance, ]

could never make a Cask tobe hoop’d, I hada, :: "
{mall Runlet or two, as [ obferv’d before, buit I+’
cou’d never arrive to the Capacity of making one. " %
by them, tho’ I fpent many Weeks about it; I 7"
eould neither put in the Heads, or joint the Staves <
{o true to oneanother, as to make them hold Wa-  *<°
ger, {o I gave that alfo over. '

In
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In the nett Place, I wasat a great Lofs for Can-
dle; fo that as foon as ever it was dark, which was
generally by Seven a Clock, I was oblig’d to go to
Bed: 1 remember the Lump of Bees-wax with
which I made Candles in my African Adventure,
but I had none of that now; the only Remedy I
had, was, that when I had kill'd. a Goat, I fav’d
the Tallow, and with a little Dith made of Clay,
which I bak’d in the Sun, to which I added a Wick
of fome Oakum, I made me a Lamp; and this
gave me Light, tho’ not a clear fteady Light like
a Candle; in the middle of all my Labours it hap-
pen’d, that rummaging my Things, I found alittle

, which, asI hinted before, had been fill’d with
Com for the feeding of Poultry, not for this Vo-
yage, but before, as I fuppofe, when the Ship
came from Lisbon ; what little Remainder of Corn
had becn in the Bag, was all devour’d with the
Rats, and I faw nothing in the Bag but Husks and
Duft; and being willing to have the Bag for fome
other Ufe, I think it was to put Powder in, when
I divided it for fear of the Lightning, or fome fuch
Ufe, I thook the Husks of Corn out of it cn one
Side of my Fortification under the Rock.

It was a little before the great Rains, juft now
mention’d, that I threw this Stuff away, taking no
Notice of any Thisg, and not {fo much as remem-
bring that I had thrown any T'hing there ; when
about a Mcnth after, or thereabout, I faw fome
few Stalks of {omcthing Green fheoting out of the
Ground, wnich T fancy’d might be fome Plant I
had not fecn, but I was furpriz’d and perfe&ly
altonih’d, when atter a little longer time I faw
abcut ten or twelve Ears come out, which were
perfe@ green Barley of tiic fume Kind as our Ex-
ropean, tay, as cur Eiglifh Barley. I

- (3




Lorl

Tt is impoffible to exprefs the Aftonifhment and
Confufion of my Thoughts on this. Occafion ;- I
had hitherto a&ed upon no religious Fonndation at
all ; indeed I had very few Notions of Religion in
my Head, or had entertain’d any Senfe of any
Thing that had befallen me, otherwife than as -2
Chance, or, as we lightly fay, what pleafes God ;
without {fo much as enquiring into the End of Pro-
vidence in thefe Things, or his Order in gover-
ning Events in the World : But after I faw Barley
grow there, in a Climate which I know was not
proper for Corn, and efpecially that I knew not
how it came there, it ftartled me ftrangely, and I
began to fuggeft, that God had miraculoufly caus’d
this Grain to grow without any help of Seed
fown, and that it was fo dire&ed purely for my
Suftenance on that wild miferable Place. '

This touch’d my Heart a little, and brought
Tears out of my Eyes, and I began to blefs my
felf, that fuch a Prodigy of Nature fhould happen
upon my Account; and this was the more ftrange
to me, becaufe I faw near it flill all along by the
Side of the Rock, fome other ftraggling Stalks,
which prov’d to be Stalks of Rice. and which I
knew, becaufe I had feen it grow in Africa, when
I was afhore there. '

I not only thought thefe the pure Produ&ions
of Providence for my Support, but not doubting,
but that there was more in the Place ; I went all
over that part of the Ifland, where I had been.
before peering, in every Corner, and under cvery
Rock, to fee for more of it, but I could not find
any ; at laft it occurr’d to my Thoughts, that I had
fhook a Bag of Chickens Meat out in that Place,
and then the Wonder began to ceafe; and I muft
confefs, my religious Thankfulnefs to God’s Pro-
yidénce began to abate too upon the difcove-

ng,
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ring that all this was nothing but what was com=
mon ; tho’ I ought to have been as thankful for fo
- ftrange and untorefeen Providence, as if it had
been miraculous; for it was really the Work of
Providence asto me, that thould order or appoint,
that 1o or 1z Grains of Corn thould remain un-
{fpoil’d (when the Rats had deftroy’d all the reft)
as if it had been dropt from Heaven: Asalfo thatl
fhould throw it out in that particular Place where
it beingin the Shade of a high Rock, it fprang up
immediately ; whereas if I had thrown it any
.where elfe at that Time, ithad been burnt up and
deftroy’d.
~ Tcarefully fav’d theEars ofthis Corn, youmay be
{ure in their Seafon, which was abeut the End of
.Fune, and laying up every Corn, I refolv’d to fow
‘them all again, hoping in Time to have fome
-Quantity {uflicient to fupply me with Bread; but
it was not till the 4th Year that I could allow my
felf the leaft Grain of this Corn to eat, and even
then but fparingly, asIfhall fay afterwards in its
Qrder; for Iloft all thatl fow’d the firft Seafon,
by not obferving the proper Time for | fow’d it
juft before the dry Seafon, fo that it never came
wp atall, at leaft, not as it would have done: Of
which in its Place.

Befides this Barley, there was, as above 20 or
3o Stalks of Rice, which I preferv’d with the fame
Care, and whofc Ufe was of the fame Kind, or to
the fame Purpofe, (viz.) to make me Bread, or
rather Food ; for I found Ways to cook it up with-
‘out baking, tho’I did that alfa after fome Time,
"But to return to my Journal,

I work’d exceflive hard thefe three or four
"Months to get my Wall done; and the 14th of
" April Lclofed it up, contriving to go into it, ot
"y 2 Door, but cver the Wall by a Ladder, ;‘ha;

there




there mightbeno Signin the Out-fide of my Ha«
bitation. o
April 16. 1finifh’d the Ladder, foT went up with
the Ladder to the Top, and then pul’d it up after
me, and let it down on the Infide: This was 2
compleat Enclofureto me ; for within I had Room
enough, and nothing could come at me from withs
out, unlefs it could firft mount my Wall -
Thevery next Day after this Wall was finifhed;
I had almoft had all my Labour overthrown at
once, and myfelf kil'd ; the Cafe was thus: As I
was bufy in the Infide of it, behind my Tent, juft'in
the Entrance into my Cave, I was terribly frighved
with a moft dreadful furprizing Thing indeed;
for all on a fudden I found the Earth come crum=
bling down from the Roof of my Cave, and from
the Edge of the Hill over my-Head, and two of
the Pofts I had fet up in the Cave, crack’d in 2
frightful manner: I washeartily {cared, but thought
nothing of what was really the Caufe, only think-
ing that the top of my Cave was falling in, as fome
of it had done before ; and for fear I-fhou’d be bu-
ry’d in it, I ran forward to my Ladder, and not
thinking my felf fafe their neither, I got over my
Wall for fear of the Piecesof the Hill which I ex~
pe&ed mightrolldown upon me: I was no fooner
ftept down upon the firm Ground, but I plainly
faw it was a terrible Earthquake, for the Ground I
ftood on fhook three times at about eight Mi-
nutes diftance, with three fuch Shocks, as would
have overturned the ftrongeft Building that could
be fuppos’d to have ftood on the Earth; and a
great Piece of the Top of a Rock, which ftood a-
bout half Mile from me next the Sea, fell down
with fuch a terible Ncife, as I ncver heard in ail
my Life: I perceiv’d alfo, the very Sea was put
mto violent Motion by it; and I believe the
Shock.
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ISﬁl’xaocks were ftronger under the Water than on the
nd.

I was foamaz’d with the Thing it felf, having
never felt the like, or difcourfed with any one that
had, that I was like one dead or ftupify’d’; and the
Motion of the Earth made my Stomach fick, like
one that was tofS'd at Sea; but the Noife of the
falling of the Rock awak’d me, as it were, and rou-
zing me from the ftupified Condition I was in, filPd
me with Horror, and 1 thought of nothing then
but the Hill falling upon my Tent, and all my Houf~
hold Goods, and burying &l at once; and this
funk my very Soul within me a fecond time.

After the third Shock was over, and I felt no
more for fome time, I began to take Courage, and
yet I had not Heart enough to get over my Wall a-
gain, for fear of being buried alive, but fat ftill
upon the Ground, greatly caft down and difconfo-
late, not knowing whattodo: Allthis while I had

. not the leaft ferious religious Thought, nothin
but the common, Lord ba Mercy upon me ; ang
when it was over, that went away too.

While I fat thus, I found the Air over-caft, and
grew cloudy, as if it would rain; foon after that
the Wind rofe by little and little, fo that inlefs |
than half an Hour it blew a moft dreadful Hurri-
cane: The Sea was all ona fudden coverd over
with Foam and Froth, the Shore was cover’d with
the Breach of the Water, the Trees were torn up
by the Roots, and a terrible Storm it was; and
this held about three Hours, and then begin to
abate, and in two Hours more it was calm, and
began to rain very hard.

All this while] fat upon the Ground very much
terrify’d and dejefted, when ona fudden it came
into my Thoughts, that thefe Winds and Rain being
the Confequence of the Earthquake, the Earthquake

isfelf.
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itfelf was fpent and over, and I might venture into
"my Cave again: With this Thought my Spirits
began to revive, and the Rain'alfo helping to per-
fwade me, I went in and fat dowa in my Tent,
but the Rain was {fo violent, that-my Tent was
ready to be beateridown with it ; and I was forc’d
‘to go into my Cave, tho’ very much afraid and un-
ealy for fear it fhould fall on my Head. '

This violent Rain forc’d me toa new. Work, wiz.
to cut a Hole thro’ my new Fortification like a
Sink to let Water go out, which would elfe have
drown’d my Cave. After] had been inmy Cave
fome Time, and found ftill no moie Shocks of the
Earthquake follow, I beganto be more composd ;
and now to fupport my Spirits, which indeed want-
ed it very much, I went to my little Store, and
took a fmall Sup of Rum, which however I did
then and always very fparingly, knowing Icould
have no more when that was gone."

It continu’d raining all that Night, and great -
Part of the next Day, fo that I could not ftir
abroad, but my Mind being more compos’d, I be~
gan to think of what I had beft do, concluding,
that ifthe Ifland was fubjeft to thefe Earthquakes,
there would be no living for me ina Cave, butI
muft confider of building me fome little Hutinan
open Place, which I might furround with a Wall as
I had done here, and fo make my felf fecure from
wild Beafts or Men: But concluded, if I ftaid
where I was, I fhould certainly, one Time or other,
be bury’d alive.

With thefe Thoughts I refolv’d to remove my
Tent from the Place where it ftoed, which was
juft under the hanging Precipice of the Hill, and
which, if it fhould be fhaken again, would certain-
ly fall upon my Tent: And Ifpent the two next

- Days
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Days, being the 1g9th and 20th of April, in con-
triving where and how to remove my Habitation:
The Fear of being fwallow’d up alive, made
me that I never (ept in Quiet; and yet the Appre-
henfion, of lying abroad without any Fence, was
almoft equal toit: But ftill when 1look’d about;
and faw how every Thing was put in Order, how
leafantly concealid I was, and how fafe from
anger, it made me very loth to remove.
Inthe mean time it occurr’d to me,that it would
require a vaftdeal of Time for me to do this, and
- that I muft be contented to run the Venture where
I was, ’till Ihad form’d a Camp for myfelf, and
had fecur’d it fo as to remove to it: So with this
Refolution I compos’d myfelf for a Time, and re-
folv’d that I would go to work with all Speed to
Build me 2 Wall with Piles and Cables, &, in a
. Circle as before; and fet my Tent up in it when it
was finith’d, but thit Iwould ventureto ftay where
- I was ’till it wasfinifh’d and fit to remove to. This
was the 21ft.
April 22, The next Morning I began to confider
of Means to put this Refoive in Execution, but I
was at a great Lofs aboutmy Tools ; I had three
large Axes and abundance of Hatchets, (for we
carry’dthe Hatchets for Traffick with the Indians)
but with much chopping and cutting knotty hard
Wood, they were all full of Notches and dull,
and tho’l had a Grindftone, Icould not turn it and
grindmy T ools too ; this coft me asmuch ‘Thought
" as a Statefman would have beftow’d upon a grand
Point of Politicks, ora Judge upon the Life and
D:ath of aMan. At length I contrivd a Wheel
with a String, to turn it with my Foot, thatI
_ might have both my Hands at Liberty: Note,I'had
- never feen any fuch thing in England, or at leaft
‘not to take Notice how 1t was done, tho’ ﬁr;‘ccl_
‘ ' ave

.
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have obferv’d it is very common there: Befides
that, my Grind-flone was .very large and heavy.
This Machine coft me a full Week’s %Vor-k‘w bring
it to Perfection. - o ' ~
: April28, 29. Thefe two whole Days I took up
in grinding my Tools, my Machine for turning
my Grind-ftone performing very well. -~ -

- "April 30. Having perceiv’d my Bread had been
low a.great while, now I took a Survey of it, and
reduc’d myfelf to one Bisket-cake a Day, which
made my Heart very heavy. : o

- May 1. Inthe Morning looking towards the
Sea-fide, the Tide being low, I faw fomething lie
on the Shore bigger than ordinary; and it lock’d
like a.Cask; when I came to it, I found a {mall
Barrel; and two or three Pieces of the Wreck of
the Ship, which were driven on Shore by the late
Hurricane; and looking towards the Wreck itfelf,
I thoughtit feem’d to lie higher out of the Water,
that it us’d to do; I examin’d the Barrel which
was driven.on Shore, and foon found it.was 2
Barrel of Gun-powder; but:it had taken Water,
and the Powder was cak’d as Bard as a Stone; how«
ever I roll'd it farther on Shore for the prefent,and
went on upon the Sands as near as 1 could to-the
Wreck of the'Ship to look for more.

. WhenI came down to the Ship,] found it ftrange-
ly remov’d; the Fore-caftle, which lay before bu-
ry’d in Sand, was heav’d up at leaft fix Foot ; and
the Stern, which was broke to pieces, and parted
from the reft by the Force of the Sea foon after I
had left rummaging her, was tofs’d, as it were, up,
and caft on one Side, and the Sand was thrown
fo high on that fide next her Stern, that whereas
there was a great Place of Water before, fo-that I
could not come within a Quarter of a Mile of the
Wreck without {wimming, I could now walk
s H quite
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quite up to her when the Tide was out ; I was fur-

riz’d with this at firft, but foon concluded it muft
be done by the Earthquake : And asby this Violence
the Ship was more broken open than formerly, fo
many Things came daily on Shore, which the Sea
had loofen’d, and which the Winds and W ater rol-
led by degrees to the Land. .

This wholly diverted my Thoughts from the -
Defign of removing my Habitation; and I bufied
myfelf mightily, that Day efpecially, in fearching
whether I could make any way intothe Ship; but [
found nothing was tobe expetted of that kind, for
that all the Infide of the Ship was choak’d up
with Sand ; However, as I had learnt not to defpair
of any thing, 1 refolv’d to pull every thing to
picces that I could of the Ship, concluding, that
every thing I could get from her, would be of fome
Ufe or other to me.

May 3. 1 begun with my Saw, and cut a Piece.
of aBeam thro’, which I thought held fome of the
upper Part or Quarter-Deck together, and when
I had cut it thro’, I clear’d away the Sand as well
as I could from the Side which lay higheft; but
the Tide coming in, 1 was obliged to give over
for that Time.

May 4. 1 wenta fithing, but caught notone Fith
that I durft eat of, till 1 was weary of my Sport;
when juft going to leave off, 1 caught a young
Dolphin. 1 had made me a long Line of fome
Rope Yarn, but I had no Hooks, yetI frequently
caught Fith enough, as much as I car’d to eatj
all which I dry’d in the Sun, and eat them dry.

May . Work’d on the Wreck, cut another
Beam afunder, and brought three great Fir Planks
off from the Decks, which I ty’d together, and
made {wim on Shore, when the Tide of Flood
came on. .

. 2 May
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" May6. Work'd on the Wreck, gotfevetal Iron

Bolts out of her, and other Pieces of Iron-work

work’d very hard, and came Home very much

tird, and had Thoughts of giving it over.

.« May7y. Wentto the Wreck again, but with an
Intent not to work 5 but found the Weight of the
‘Wreck had broke itfelf down, the Beamsbeing cut 3

" that feveral Pieces of the Ship feem’d to lie loofc,
and the Infide of the Hold lay fo open, that I
could feeinto it, but almoit full of Water and Sand.

May8. Went to the Wreck, and carry’d an Iron
Crow to wrench up the Deck, which lay now
quite clear of the Water orSand; I wrench’d open
two Planks, and brought them on Shore alfo with
the Tide: I left the Iron Crow in the Wreck for
next Day. .

Mayg. Went to the Wreck,and with the Crow
made Way into the Body of the Wreck, and felt
deveral Casks, and loofen’d them with the Crow,
but could not break them up; I felt alfo the Roll
of Englifb Lead, and could ftir it, but it was too
heavy to remove. - _

May 10, 11, 12, 13,14. Went every Day to the
Wreck, and got a great deal of Picces of Tim-
ber, and Boards, or Plank, and 2 or 300 Weight
of Iron.

May 15. 1 carry’d two Hatchets to try if 1
could not cut a Piece ofl of the Roll of Lead, by

_ placing the Edge of one Hatchet, and driving it

with the other; but as it lay about a Foot and a

half in the Water, I could not make any Blow to

drive the Hatchert. .

May 16. It had blow’d hard in the Night, and
the Wreck appear’d more broken by the Force of
the Water; but I ftaid fo long inthe Woods to get
Pidgeons for Food, that the Tide prevented me
going to the Wreck that Day.

. H:2 - May
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May 17. 1 faw fome pieces of the Wreck blown
on Shore, at a great Diftance, near two Miles off
me, but refolv’d to fee what they were, and found
it was a Piece of the Head, but too heavy for me
to bring away.

May24. Every Day to this Day I work’d on
the Wreck and with hard Labour 1 loofen’d fome
‘Things fo much with the Crow, that the firft
blowing Tide feveral Casks floated out, and two
of the Seamens Chefts; but the Wind blowing from
the Shore, nothing came to Land that Day, but
Pieces of Timber,and a Hogfhead which had fome
Brazil Pork in ity but the Salt-water and the Sand
had fpoil'd it.

I continu’d this Work every Day to the 1yth of
Fune, except the Time meceflary to get Food,
which I always appointed, during this Part of m
Employment, to be when the Tide was up, that
might be ready when it was ebb’d out ; and by this
Time I had gotten Timber, and Plank, and Iron-
work ‘enongh, to have built a good Boat, if I
had known how; and alfo, I got at feveral Times,
and infeveral Pieces, near 100 Weight of the Sheet-
Lead.

Fune 16. Going down to the Sea-fide, I found
a large Tortoife or Turtle; this was the firft I had
feen, which it feems was only my Misfertune, not
any Defe& of .the Place, or Scarcity;. for had I
happen’d to be on the other Side of the Ifland, I
might have  had Hundreds of them every Day, as
I tound afterwards; but perhaps had paid dear
enough for them.

Fune 17.-'1 {pent in cooking the Turtle; I
found in her threefcore Eggs; and her Fleth was to
me at that Time the moft favoury and pleafant
-that ever L tafted in my Life, baving had no Flcgh,

' ~ but
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but of Goats and Fowls, finceJ landed in this hor-
rid lflacc. -~ .

Fune 18. Rain’d all Day, and I ftay’d within. I
thought at this Time the Rain felt Cold, and I
was fomething chilly, which.I knew .was not ufual
it that Latitude.

Fune 19. Very ill, and fhivering, as if the Wea-
ther had been cold.

Fune 20. No reft all Night, violent Pains in my
Head, and feverifh.

* Fume 21. Very ill, frighted almoft to Death
with the Apprehenfions of my fad Condition, to
be fick, and no Help: Pray’d to GOD for the
firft Time fince the Storm off of Hall, but {carce
knew what I faid, or why; my Thoughts being
all confufed. -

Fune 22. A little better, but under dreadful Ap-
prehenfions of Sicknefs. ’

" June 23. Very bad again, cold and fthivering,
and then a violent Head-ach. o

Fune 24. Much better.

June 25. An Ague very violent; the Fit held me
feven Hours, cold Fit, and hot, with faint Sweats
after it.

Fune 26. Better; and having no Vi€tuals to eat,
took my Gun, but found myfelf very weak; how-
ever I kill’d a She-Goat, and with much Difficul-
ty got it Home, and broil’d fome of it, and eat;
I wou’d fain have ftew’d it, and made fome Broth,
but had no Pot.

June 27. The Ague again fo violent, that I
lay a-bed all Day, and neither eat or drank. I
was ready to perith for Thirft, but fo weak, I had
not Strength to ftand up, or to get myfelf any
Water to drink: Pray’d to God again, but was
light-headed, and when I was not, I was fo igno-
rant, that I knew not whﬁt to fay; only I lay and

3 . eyd
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cry’d, Lord look upon mey Lord pity me, Lord bave
Mercy uponme 5 1{uppofe I did nothing elfe for two
or three Hours, till the Fit wearing off, I fell afleep,
and did not wake till far in theNight ; when I wak’d,
I found mvfelf much refrefh’d, but weak, and ex-
ceeding thirfty: However, as I had no Water in
my whole Habitation, I was forc'd to lie till Morn-
ing, and went to {leep again: In this fecond Sleep,
I had this terrible Dream.

I thought, that I was fitting on the Ground on
the Out-fide of my Wall, where I fat when the
Storm blew after the Earthquake, and that I faw
a Man defcend from a great black Cloud, in a
bright Flame of Fire, and light upon the Ground :
He was all over as bright as a Flame, fo that I
could but juft bear to look towards him; his
Countenance was moft inexpreflibly dreadful, im-
poflible for Words to defcribe; when he ftep’d up-
on the Ground with his Feet, I thought the Earth
trembl’d, juft as it had done before in the Earth-
quake, and all the Air look’d to my Apprehenfion,
as if it had been fil'd with Flathes of Fire.

He was no fooner landed upon the Earth, but

_he mov’d forward towards me, with a long Spear -
or Weapon in his Hand, to kill me ; and when he
came to a rifing Ground, at fomé Diftance, he
fpoke to me, or I heard a Voice fo terrible, that
it is impofiible to exprefs the Terror of it; all that
I can fay I underftood was this, Seeing all thefe
Things bave not brought thee to Repentance, now thou
Jbalt die: At which Words, I thought he lifted up
the Spear that was in his Hand to kill me.

No one, that fhall ever read this Account, will
expet that I thould be able to defcribe the Horrors
of my Soul at this terrible Vifion, I mean, that even
while it was 2 Dream, I even dreamed of thofe
Horrors; nor is it any more poffible to dcfcrige

: tne
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the Impréflion that remain’d upon my Mind, when
I awak’d, and found it was but a Dream.

T had alas! no divine Knowledge; what I had re-
ceiv’d by thegood Inftruttion of my Father was then
worn out by an uninterrupted Series, for 8 Years, of
feafaring Wickednefs, and a conftant Converfation
with nothing but fuch as were like myfelf, wicked
and prophane to the laft Degret: 1 do not remem-
berthat I had in all that time one Thought that fo
much as tended ecither to looking upwards toward
God, or inwards towards a Reflettion upon my
own Ways: But a certain Stupidity of Soul, with<
out Defire of Good, or Confcience of Evil,had en<
tirely overwhelm’d me, and I wasall that the moft
hardned, unthinking, wicked Creature among our
common Sailors can be fuppos’d to be, not havin
the leaft Senfe, either of the Fear of God in Dan~
ger, or of Thankfulnefs to God in Deliverances.

In the relating what is already paft of my Story,
this will be the more eafily believed, when I fhall
add, that thro’ all the Variety of Miferies that
had to this Day befallen me, I never had fo much
as one Thought of it being the Hand of God, or
that it was a juft Punithment for my Sin, my re~
bellious Behaviour againft my Father, or my pre-
fent Sins which were great ; orfo muchas a Punith-
ment for the general Courfe of my wicked Life.
‘When I wasonthe defperate Expedition on the de-
fert Shores of Africay I'never had fo much as one
Thought ‘of what would become of me; or one
With to God todireét me whither I fhould go, orto
keep me from the Danger which apparently fur-
rounded me, as well from voracious Creatures as
cruel Savages: But I was meerly thoughtlefs of a
God, or a Providences atted like 3 meer Brute
from the Principles of Nature, and by the Dictates
of common enie only, and indeed hardly-thar.

: H4 When
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‘When I wasdeliver’d and taken up at Seaby the
Portugal Captain, well us’d, and dealt juftly and
honourably with, as well as charitably, I had not
the leaft Thankfulnefs on my Thoughts: When
again I was thipwreck’d, ruin’d, and in danger of
drowning on this 1{land, I was as far from Re-
morfe, or looking on it as a Judgment; I only faid
to myfelf often, that I was an unfortunate Dog, and
born to be always miferable.

It is true, when I got on Shore firft here, and
found all my Ship’s Crew- drown’d, and my
felf fpard, I was furpriz’d with a kind of Extafy,
andfome Tranfports of Soul, which, had the Grace
» of God affifted, might have come up to true Thank-
fulnefs; but it ended where it begun, in a meer
common Flight of Joy, or, as I may fay, being glad I
was alives without the leaft RefleGtion upon the
diftinguithing Goodnefs of the Hand . which had
preferv’d me, and had fingled me out to be pre-
ferv’d, when all the reft were deftroy’d : or an En-
quiry why Providence fiad been thus merciful to
me; even juft the fame common fort of Joy which
Seamen generally have after they are got fafe athore
from a Shipwreck, which they drownallinthe next
Bowl of Punch, and forget almoft as foon as it is
over; and all the reft of my Life was like it.

Even, when I was afterwards, on due Confide-
ration, made fenfible of my Condition, how 1 was
caft on this dreadful Place, out of the Reach of
humane Kind, out ofall Hope of Relief, or Profpect
of Redemption, as foon as I faw but a Profpett of
living, and that I fhould not ftarve and perith for
Hunger, all the Senfe of my :Affliétion wore off,
and I begun to be very eafy, apply’d myfelf to the
‘Works proper formy Prefervationand Supply, and
was far enough from being aflited at my Con-
dition, as a fudgmcnc from: Heaven, or aia‘_1 ths

.ot an
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Hand of God againft me; thefe were Thoughts
which very feldom enter’d into my Head.
- The growing up of the Corn, as is hinted in
my Journal, had at firft fome little Influence upon
me, and began to affet me with Serioufnefs, a8
long as 1 thought it had fomething miraculous in
it; but as foon as ever that part of the Thought .
‘was remov’d, all the Impreflion which was rais’d
from it, wore off alfo, as 1 have noted already.
Even the Earthquake, tho’ nothing could be
- more terrible in its Nature, or more immediately
dire&ting to the invifible Power, which alone di-
reéts fuch things ; yet no foonerwas the firft Fright,
over, but the Impreflion it had made went off alfb;
I had no more Senfe of God or his Judgments,
much lefs of the prefent Affliction of my Circum-
ftances being from his Hand, than if I had been in
~ the moft profperous Condition of Life. -
_ But now when I began to be fick, ‘and a leifure~
ly View of the Miferies of Death came to place it-
{elf before mes when my Spirits began to fink un*-
der the Burden of a ftrong Diftemper, and Nature
‘was exhaufted ‘with the Violence ofithe Fever}
Confcience that had flept fo lozzs.,‘ begunito awake,
and I began to reproach myfelf'with my paft Life,
in .which I had fo evidently, by uncoemmon Wic-
kednefs, provok’d.the Juftice of God to lay' me
under uncommon Strokes, and to deal with me in
fo vindi&tive a manner. - - . .
Thefe Reflections opprefs’d me for the fecond or
third Day of my Diftemper, and in the Violence,
as well of the Fever, as of the dreadful Reproaches
of my Confcience, extorted fome Words.trom me,
Jike praying to God, tho’ 1 cannot fay they were
either a Prayer ‘attended with Defifes- or with
Hopes; it was rather the Voice of mere Fright
and Diftrefs; my Thoughts were confus’d,cthe
on-
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Convictions great upon my Mind, and the Horror
of dying in fuch a miferable Condition rais’d Va-
pours into my Head with the mere Apprehenfi-
ons; and in thefe Hurries of my Soul, I know not
what my Tongue might exprefs; but it was ra-
ther Exclamation, fuch as, Lord! wbat a miferable
Creature am 1? If I [bould be fick, I fball certainly
die for want of Help, and what will become of me?
Then the Tears burft out of my Eyes, and I could
fay no more for a good while.

In this Interval, the food Advice of my Father
came to my Mind, and prefently his Prediion,
which I mentioned at the Beginning of this Story,
viz. That if 1did take this foolifh Step, God would not
blefs mes and Iwould have leifure bereafter to reflect
ypon baving negletied bis Counfel, when there might be
none to affift in my Recovery: Now, faid I aloud,
My dear Father’s Words are come to pafs: God’s
Juftice has overtaken me, and I have none to help
or hear me: I rejected the Voice of Providence,
which had mercifully put me in a Pofture or Sta-
tion of Life, wherein I might have been happyand
cafyy but I would neither fee it myfelf, or learn
to know the Blefling of it from my Parents : 1 left
them to mourn over my Folly, and now 1 am left
to mourn under the Confequences of it. I refus’d
their Help and Affiftance who would have lifted me
into the World, and wou’d have made every thing
¢afy to me, and now I have Difficulties to ftruggle
with, too great for even Nature itfelf to fupport,
and no Affiftance, no Help, no Comfort, no Ad-
vice: Then I cry’d out, Lord be my Help, for 1am
in great Difirefs. :

This was the -firt Prayer, if I may call it fo,
that I had made for many Years: But I return to
my Journal, '

June
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Fane 28. Having been fomewhat refreth’d with
the Sleep 1 bad had, and the Fit being entirely
off, I got up; and tho’ the Fright and Terror of
my Dream was very great, yet- I confider’d, that
the Fit of the Ague wou’d return again the next
Day, and now was my Time to get fomething to
refreth and fupport myfelf when I thould be ill
and the firft Thing I did, I fil'd a large fquare
Cafe Bottle with Water, and fet it upon my Ta-
ble, in Reach of my Bed; and to take off the chill
or aguifh Difpofitioi of the Water, I put about
a Quarter of a Pinté of Rum into it, and mix’d
them together; then I got me a Piece of the .
Goat’s Flefh, and broil’d it on the Coals, but
could eat very little; I walk’d about, but wasvery
weak, and withal very fad and heavy-hearted in
the Senfe of my miferable Condition; dreading
the Return of my Diftemper the next Day; at
Night I made my Supper ot three of the Turtle’s
Eggs, which I roafted in the Afhes, afid ear, as we
call it, in the Shell ; and this. was the firft Bit pf
Meat I -had ever ask’d God’s Bleflitig to, even as I
cou’d remember in my whole Life. A e

After 1 had eaten, I try’d té walk, but found
myfelf fo weak that I cou’d hardly carry the
Gun, (for I never went out without that;) fo I
went but a litle Way; and fat down upon the
Ground,- 1ooking out upon the Sea, which was
juft before me, and very calm and fmooth: As I
fat here, fome fitch Thoughts as thefe occur'd to
me.

What is this Earth and Sea of which I have feen
fo much, whence isit produc’d, and whatam I, and
all the other Creatures, wild and tame, humane and
brutal, whence are we? - g

- Suare
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.- Sure we are all made by fome fecret Power,
who form’d the Earth and Sea, the Air and Sky;
‘and who is that? ,

Then it follow’d moft naturally, It is God that
has made itall: Well,but thenit came on ftrangely,
if God has made all thefe Things, He guides and
governs them ‘all,  and all Things that concern
them; for the Power that could make all Things,
muft certainly have Power to guide and direk
them. : :

. If fo, nothing can happen inthe great Circuit
of his Works, either without his Knowledge or
Appointment. ) -

. And if nothing happens without his Knowledge,
he knows that 1 am here, and am in this dreadful
Condition; and if nothing happens without his
Appointment, he has appointed all this to befal
me.

. Nothing occur’d to my Thought to contradict
any of thefe Conclufions; and therefore it refted
upon me with the greater Force, that it muft needs
be, that God had appointed all this to befal me;
that 1 was broyght to this miferable Circumftance
by his Dire€tion, he having the fole Power, not of
me only, but of every Thing that happen’d in the
World. Immediately it follow’d,

Wby bas God done this to me ? What have I done
20 be thus us’d ?

My.Confcience prefently check’d me in that En-
quiry, as if I had blafphem’d, and methought it

poke to me like a Voice; RETCH! dof thou
ask what thowu bafl done ! look back upen a dreadful
miﬂf?cnt Life, and ask thy felf wbat thos baft nos
done ¢ ask, W hy is it that thou wert not long ago de-
firoy'd? Why wert thou not drown’d in Yarmouth
Roads? Kill'd inthe Fight when the Ship was taken by
¢he Salle Man of War? Devour'd by the wild Beafis

on
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on the Coaft of Africa? Or Drown’'d HERE,
awben all the Crew perifb’d bat thy felf ? Doft thou
ask, bat bave I done? . P

I was ftruck dumb with thefe Reflections, as one
aftonith’d, and had not a Word to fay, no ot
to anfwer to myfelf, but rofe up pénfive and fad,
walk’d back to my Retreat, and.went up over my
Wall, as if I had been going- to Bed ; but my:
Thoughts were- fadly difturb’dy aud I had no Fa-
clination to fleep; fo I fat down in- my Chaity
and lighted my Lamp,  for it began to be dark»
Now as the Apprehienfion of the Returnof my Di-
ftemper terrify’d me very much, it occur’d to- nfy
Thought, that the Brafilians take no Phyfick but
" their Tobacco -for almoft all Diftempers; and I
had aPiece of a Roll of Tobacco in one of the
Chefts, which was quite cur’d, -and fome alfo that
was green and not quite cur’d. o o
- I went; dire&ed by Heaven no doubt; for-ii¥
this Cheft T found a Cure both for Soul and'Body y
- Topen’d the Cheft, and found whatTlock’d for, viz:
the Tobacco; and as the few Books, I had fav’dy
lay there too, I took out one of the Bibles which
I mention’d before, and which to this Time I had
not found Leifure, or-fo much as Inclination t&
look into; I fay, I took it out, and brought both
that and the Tobacco.with me to the Table.

‘W hat Ufe to make of the Tobacco, I knew not,
as to my Diftemper, or whether it was good for it
or no; but I try’d feveral Experiments with it, as
if I was refolv’d it fhould hit one Way or other:
1 firft took a Piece of a Leaf, and chew’d it inm
Mouth, which indeed at firft almoft ftupify’d my
Brain, the Tobacco being green and firong, and
that I had not been much us’d to-it; then I took
fome and fteep’d it an Hour or two in fome Rum,
and refolv’d to takea Dofe of it when I lay do‘wt;:-i
[ 2 A
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and lattly, I burnt fome upon a Pan of Coals, and
held my Nofe clofe over the Smoke of it as long as
I could bear it, as well for the Heat as almoft for
Suffocation.

In the Interval of this Operation, I took up the
Bible and began to read, but my Head was too
much difturb’d with the Tobacco to bear reading,
at leaft that Time; only having open’d the Book
cafually, the firft Words that occur’d to me were
thefe, Call on me in the Day of Trouble, and I will
delivery and tbos [balt glorify me.

The Words were very apt to my Cafe, and made
fome Impreflion upon my Thoughts at the Time of
reading them, tho’ not fo much as they did after-
wards ; for as for being deliver’d, the Word had no
Sound, 45 Imay (ay,to me; theThing wasfo remote,
fo impoffible in my Apprehenfion of Things, that
I began to fay as the Children of frael did, when
they were promis’d Fleth to eat, Can God [pread a
Fable in the Wildernefs ? {o I began to fay, Can God
himfclf deliver me from this Place? and as it was
not for many Years that any Hope appear’d, this

revail'd very often upon my Thoughts: But
Eowcvcr, the Words made a great Impreflion upon
mec, and 1 mufed upon them very often. It grew
now late, and the Tobacco had, as I faid, doz’d
my Head fo much, that I inclin’d to fleep; fo I
left my Lamp burning in the Cave, left I thould
want any Thing in the Night, and went to Bed;
but before I lay down, I did what I never had-donc
in all my Life, I kneel’d down and pray’d to God
to fulfil the Promife to me, that if I call’d upon him
in the Day of Trouble, he would deliver me; af-
ter.my broken and imperfe€t Prayer was over, I
drunk the Rum in which I had ftecp’d the Tobac-
co, which wasfo ftrongand rank of the Tobacco,
that indeed I could fcarce get it down ; immediately

upon
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upon this I went to Bed, I found prefently it flew
up in my Head violently, but I fell into a found
Sleep, and wak’d no more, till by the Sun it mufk
neceflarily be near three a-Clock in the Afternoon
the next Day; nay, to thisHour I’m partly of the
Opinion, that I flept all the next Day and Night,
and till almoft three that Day aftery for ather~
wife 1 knew not how I fhould lofe a Day out of my
Reckoning in the Days of the Week, as it appear’d
fome Years after I had done; For if I hadloft it by
croffing and recroffing the Line, I {hould have loft
more than one Day: But certainly I loft 2 Day in
my Account, and never knew which Way.

Be that however one way or t'other, when I
awak’d I found myfelf exceedingly refrefh’d, and
my Spirits lively and cheerful; when I got up, I
was ftronger than I was the Day before, and my.
Stomach better, for I was hungry ; and in fhort, I
had no Fit the next Day, but continu’d much al-
ter’d for the better; this was the 20th.

The 3oth was my Well-day of courfe, and I
went abroad with my Gun, but did not care to
travel too far. I kill’d a Sea-Fowl or two, fome-
thing like a Brand-Goofe, and brought them home,
but was not very forward to eatthem; fo I eat fome
more of the Turtle’s Eggs, which werevery good:
This Evening I renew’d the Medicine which I had
fuppos’d did me good the day before, viz. theTobac.
co fteep’d in Rum, only I did not take fo much as
before, nor did I chew any of the Leaf, or holdm
Héad over the Smoke ; however, 1 was not fo well
the next Day, which was the firft of F#ly, asIhop’d
I thould have been; for I had a little Spice of the
cold Fit, but it was not much, .

. Fuly 2. 1 renew’d the Medicine all the three
Ways, and doz’d my felf with it as it firft; and
doubled the Quantity which I drank. .
L 3
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3. I mife’d the Fit for good and-all, tho’ I did
not recover my full Strength for fome W eeks after :
While I was thus gathering Strength, my Thoughts
run exceedingly upon this Scripture, 7wl deliver
thee 5 and the Impoflibility of my Deliverance lay-
much upon my Mind in Bar of my ever expe&ting;
it: But as I was difcouraging myfelf with fuch
Thoughts, it occurr’d to my Mind, that I pored
fo much upon my Deliverance from the main Afi~
&ion, that I difregarded the Deliverance I had re-.
ceiv’d; and I was, as it were, made to ask my
felf fuch Queftions as thefe, wiz. Have I not been
deliver’d, and wonderfully too, from Sicknefs? from
the moft diftrefled Condition that could be, and
that was fo frightful to me, and what Notice
had I taken of it? Had I done my part, God bad de-
livered me 5 but I bad not glorified bim ; that istofay,
1 had not own’d and been thankful for that as a
Deliverance, and how could I expeét greater De-
liverance ? : :

This touch’d my Heart very much, and imme-
diately I kneel’d down, and gave God Thanks a-
loud for my Recovery from my Sicknefs.

Fuly 4. In the Morning [ took the Bible, and be-
ginning at the New Teftament, I began ferioufly
to read it, and impos’d upon myfelf to read a-
while every Morning and every Night, not tying
myfelf to the Number of Chapters, bur as long as
my Thoughts fhould engageme: It was not long
after I fet ferioufly to this Work, but I found
my Heart more deeply and fincerely affected with
the Wickednefs of my paft Life: The Im-
preflion of my Dream reviv’d, and the Words, 4/
thefe things bave not .brought thee to Repentance, ran
ferioufly in my Thought: I was earneftly begging
of God to give me Repentance, when it happen’d
providentially the very Day that reading the Scrip-
v . TUrc,
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ture, I came to thefe Words, Heisexalted a Prince
and a Saviour,to give Repentance,andto give Remiffi-
on. 1 threw down the Book, and with' my Heart
as well as my Hands lifted up to Heaven, in a
Kind of Extafy of Joy, I cry’d out-aloud, Jefus,
thou Son of David, Jefus, thou exalted Prince and
Saviour, give me Repentance!

This was the firft Time that I could fay, in the
true Senfe ot the Words, that I pray’dinall my Life 5
for now 1 pray’d with a Senfe of my Condition,
and with a true Scripture View of Hope founded
on the Encouragement of the Word of God ; and
from this Time, I may fay, I began to have Hope
that God would hear me.

Now I began to conftrue the Words mentioned
above, Call on me, and I will deliver you, in a diffe-
rent Senfe from what I had ever done before s for
then I had no Notion of any thingbeing call’d De-
liverance, but my being deliver’d from the Capti-
vity I was in; for tho’ I was indeed at large
in the Place, yet the Ifland was certainly a
Prifon to me, and that in the worft Senfe in the
World; but now I learn’d to take it in another
Senfe: Now I Jook’d back upon my paft Life with
fuch Horror, and my Sins appear’d fo dreadful,
that my Soul fought nothing ot God, but Delive-
rance from the Load of Guilt that bore downall my
Comfort: As for my folitary Life it was nothing;
I.did not fo much as pray to be eliver’d from it,
or think of it; it was all -of no Confideration in
Comparifon to this; And I add this Part here, to
hint to whoever fhall read it, that whenever they
come to a true Senfe of things, they will find De-
liverance from Sin a much greater Blefling, than De-
liverance from Afliion. '

But leaving this Part, I return to my Journal.

1

My
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My Condition lﬁgan now to be, tho’ not lefs mi-
ferable as to my Way of living, yet much eafier
to my Mind; and my Thoughts being dire&ted,by
a conftant reading the Scripture and praying to
God, to things ot a higher Nature ; I had a great
deal of Comfort within, which till now I knew no-
thing of ; alfo,as my Health and Strength returned,
1 bcﬁir’d myfelf to furnith myfelf with every thing
that I wanted, and make my Way of living as re~
gular as I could.

From the 4th of Fuly to the 14th, I was chiefly
employ'd in walking about with my Gun in my
Hand, a little and a little at a Time, as a Man
that was gathering up his Strength after a Fit of
Sicknefs: For it is hardiy to be imagin’d, how low
I was, and to what Weaknefs I was reduc’d. The
Application which I made Ufe of was perfeltly
new, and perhaps what had never cur'd an Ague
before, neither can I recommend it to any one to
practife, by this Experiment; and tho’ it gzd carry
off the Fit, yet it rather contributed to weakening
me; for | had frequent Convulfions in my Nerves
and Limbs for fome Time. _

I learnt from it alfo this in particular, that be-
tng abroad in the rainy Seafon was the mott pernici-
ous thing to my Health that could be, efpecially in
thofe Rains which came attended with Storms and
Hurricanes of Wind; for as the Rain which came
in the dry Scafon was always moft accompany’d
with fuch Storms, fo I found that Rain was much
more dangcrous than the Rain which fell in Sep-
2ember and Oétober.

I had been now in this unhappy Ifland almoft 10
Months, all Poffibility of Deliverance from this
Condition feem’d to be entirely taken from me;
and I firmly believed, that no humane Shape had
ever fet Foot upon that Place: Having now fecur’d

my
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my Habitation, as I thought, fully to my Mind, I
bad a great Defire to make a more perfeét Difco-
very of the Ifland, and to fee what other Produc-
tions I might find, which I yet knew nothing
of. \

It was the 17th of Fuly that I began to take a

more particular Survey of the Ifland it felf: I went
~ up the Creek firft, where, as I hinted, I brought
my Rafts on Shore; 1 found after I came about
two Miles up, that the Tide did not flow any
higher, and that it was no more than a little
Brook of running Water, and very freth and good 3
but this being the dry Seafon, there was hardly any
Water in fome Parts of it, at leaft, not enough to
run in any Stream, fo as it could be perceiv’d.

On the Bank of this Brook I found many plea-
fant Savana’s, or Meadows, plain, fmooth, and
cover'd with Grafs; and on the rifing Parts of
them next to the higher Grounds, where the Wa-

-ter, as it might be fuppofed, never overflow’d,
I found a great deal of Tobacco, green and growing
to a great and very ftrong Stalk; there were di-
vers other Plants which 1 had no Notion of, or Un-
derftanding about, and might perhaps bave Vir-
tues of their own, which I could not find out.

I fearched for the Caffava Root, which the /n-
dians in all that Climate make their Bread of,but I
could find none. I faw large Plants of Aloes, but
did not then underftand them. I faw feveral Sugar
Canes, but wild, and for want of Cultivation, im-
perfect. I contented myfelf with thefe Dilcoveries
tor this Time, and came back mufing with my
felf what Courf. I might take to know the Virtue
and Goodnels of any of the Fruits or Plants which
I thould dfcover; but could bring it to no Con-
clufica; for in fhorty I had made fo little Obler-
vation while I was in the Brafils, that 1 knew littlc;

12 o
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of the Plants in the Field, at leaft very little thac
might ferve me to any Purpofc now in my Dif-
trels. : ‘

The next Day, the ¥6th, I went up the fame
Way again, and after going fomething farther than
I had gone the Day betore, [ found the Brook, and
the Savana’s began to ceafe, and the Country be-
camc more woody than before; in this Part T found
different Fruits, and particularly I found Melons
upon the Ground in great Abundance; and Grapes
upon the Trees; the Vines had fpread indeed over
the Trees, and the Clufters of Grapes were juft
now in their Prime, very ripe and rich: This was a
furprifing Difcovery, and I was exceeding glad of
them; but [ was warn’d by my Experience to eat
{paringly of them, remembring, that when I was
athore in Barbary, the eating of Grapes kill’d feveral
of our Erglifh Men who were Slaves there, by
throwing them into Fluxes and Fevers: But [
found an excellent Ufe for the Grapes, and that
was to cure or dry them in the Sun, and keep
them as dry’d Grapes or Raifins are kept, which
I thought would be, as indeed thcy were, as
wholefome as agrecable to eat, when no Grapes
could be had. '

I fpent all that Evening there, and went not
back to my Habitation, which by the way was
the firft Night, as I might fay, I had lain from
Homec. In the Night I took my firft Contrivance,
and got up into a T'ree, where I flept well, and the
next Morning proceeded upon my Difcovery, tra-
velling near tour Miles, as I might judge by the
length of the Valley, keeping flill due North, with
a Ridge of Hills on the South, and Eaft fide of
me.

At the End of this March I came to an Open-
ing, where the Country feem’d to defcend to the

Wett,
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Weft, and a little Spring of freth Water, which if-
fued out of the Side of the Hill by me, run the
other way, that is due Eaft; and the Country ap-

ear’d fo frefh, fo green, fo flourithing, every thing
gcing in a conftant Verdure, or Flourifh of Spring,
that it look’d like a planted Garden.

I defcended a little on the Side of that delicious
Vale, furveying it with a fecret Kind of Pleafure,
(tho’ mixt with my other affliting T'houghts) to

" think that this was all my own, that I was King
and Lord of all this Country indefeafibly, and
- had a Right of Pofleffion; and if I could convey it,
I might have it in Inheritance, as compleatly as
any lL.ord of a Manor in Eugland. 1 faw here
Abundance of Cocoa Trees, Orange, and Le-
mon, and Citron Trees; but all wild, and very
few bearing any Fruit, at leaft not then : Howe-
ver the green Limes that I gathered, were not
only pleafant to ear, but very wholefome ; and I
mix’d their Juice afterwards with Water, which
made it very wholefome, and very cool, and re-
frething.

I found now I had Bufinefs enough to gatherand
carry Home; and 1 refolv’d to lay up a Store, as
well of Grapes, as Limes and Lemons, to furnith
myfelf for the wet Scafon, which I knew was ap-
proaching.

In oirder to this, I gather’d a great Heap of
Grapes in one Place, and a lefler Heap in another
Place, and a great Parcel of Limes and Lemons in
another Place; and taking a few of each with me,
I travell'd homeward, and refolv’d to come again,
and bring a Bag or Sack, or what 1 could make to
carry the reft Home.

Accordingly, having fpent thrce Days in this
Journey, I came Home; fo I muit now call my
Tent and my Cave: But before I got thither, the

I3 'Grapes
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Grapes were {poil’d, the Richnefs of the Fruits,
and the Weight of the Juice having broken them,
and bruis’d them, they were good for little or no-
thing; as to the Limes they were good, but I
could bring but a few.

The ncxt Day, being the 1othy I went back,
having made me two {mall Bags to bring Home
my Harvett: But I was furpriz’d, when comin
to my Heap of Grapes, which were fo rich an§
fine when I gather’d them, I found them all fpread
about, trod to Pieces, and drag’d about, fome
here, fome there, and Abundance eaten and de-
vour’d : By this I concluded, there were fome wild
Creatures thereabouts, which had done this; but
what they were I knew not.

However, as I found that there was no laying
them up on Heaps, and no carrying them away in
a Sack, but that one Way they would be deftroy’d, -
and the other way they would be crufh’d with
their own Weight, I took another Courfe ; for I
gather’d a large Quantity of the Grapes, and hung
them up upon the out Branches of the Trees, thag
they might cure and dry in the Sun; and as for
the Limes and Lemons, I carry’d as many back as
I could well ftand under.

When I came Home from this Journey; I con-
templated with great Pleafure the Fruittulnefs of
that Valley, and the Pleafantnefs of the Situation,
the Security from Storms_on that Side the Water,
~and the Wood, and concluded, that I had pitch’d
upon a Place to fix my Abode, which was by far
the worft Part of the Country. Upon the whole
1 began to confider of removing my Habitation ;
and to look out for a Place equally fate, as where
I now was fituate, if poflible, in that pleafant
fryitful Part of the Ifland. ’

5 This
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This Thought run long in my Head, and I was
exceeding fond of it for (%mc Time, the Pleafant-
nefs of the Place tempting me; but when I came
to a nearer View of it, and to confider that I was
now by the Sea-Side, where it was at leaft poffible
that fomething might happen to my Advantage,
and by the fame ill Fate that brought me hither,
" might bring fome other unhappy Wretches to the
fame Place ; and tho’ it was {carce probable that
any fuch Thing fthould ever happen, yet to enclofe
myfelf among the Hills and Woods, in the Center
of the Ifland, was to anticipate my Bondage, and
to render fuch an Affair not only improbable, but
impoffible; and that therefore I ought not by any
Means to remove.

However, I was fo enamour’d of this Place,
that I fpent much of my Time there for the
whole remaining Part of the Month of Fxly; and
tho’ upon fecond Thoughts I refolv’d as above, not
to remove, yet I built me a little kind of a Bower,
and furrounded it at a Diftance with a ftrong
Fence, being a double Hedge, as high as I could
reach, well ftak’d, and fill'd between with Bru/h-
wood 5 and here I lay very fecure, fometimes two
or three Nights together, always going over it
with a Ladder, as before; fo that I fancy’dnow I -
had my Country Houfe, and my Sea-Coaft-Houfe:
And this Work took me up to the Beginning of
Auguft. »

1 had but newly finith’d my Fence, and began
to enjoy my Labour, when the Rains came on, and
made me ftick clofe to my firft Habitation; for tho’
1 had made me a Tent like the other, with a Piece
of a Sail, and fpread it very well; yet 1 had not
the Shelter of a Hill to keep me from Storimns, nor
a Cave behind me to retreat into, when the Rains
were extraordinary.

Ig4 Abous
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About the beginning of Auguft, as I faid, 1 had
finifh’d my Bower, and began to enjoy myfelf.
The third of Auguft, 1 found the Grapes I had
hung up were perfeétly dry’d, and, indeed, were
excellent good Raifins of the Sun; {o I began to
take them down from the Trees, and it was ver
happy that I did fo; for the Rains which follow’d
would have fpoil’d them, and I had loft the beft
Part of my Winter Food; for I had above two
hundred large Bunches of them. No fooner had
I taken them all down, and carry’d moft of them
Home to my Cave, but it began to rain, and from
hence, which was the fourteenth of Axguf, it rain’d
more or lefs, every Day, till the middle of Oétober ;
and fometimes fo violently, that I could not ftir out
of my Cave for feveral Days.

In this Seafon I was much furpriz’d with the
Increafe of my Family ; 1 had been concern’d for
the Lofs of one of my Cats, who run away from
me, or as I thought had been dead, and I heard no
more Tale or Tidings of her, till to my Aftonith-
ment fhe came Home about the End of Auguff,
with three Kittens. 'This was the more ftrange to
me, becaufe tho’ I had kill'd a wild Car, as I
call'd it, with my Gun; yet I thought it was a
quite differing Kind from our European Cats; yet
the young Cats were the fame Kind of Houfe breed

like the old one; and both my Cats being Females,
" I thought it very firange: But from thefe three
Cats, I atterwards came to be fo peiter’d with Cats,
that 1 was forc’d to kill them like Vermin, or wild
Beafls, and to drive them from my Houfe as much
as poflible. '

" From the fourteenth of Auguft to the twenty
fixth was inceflant Rain, fo that I could not ftiryand
was now very careful not to be much wet. Inthis
Confinement 1 bcgan to be ftraitned for Food, but.

venturing
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venturing out twice, I one Day kill'd a Goat, and
the laft Day, which was the twenty fixth, found
a very large Tortoife, which was a Treat to me,
and my Food was regulated thus; I eata Bunch of
Raifins for my Breaktaft, a Piece of the Goat’s Flefh,
or of the Turtle for my Dinver broil’d; for to my
great Misfortune, I had no Veflel to boil or ftew
any Thing; and two or three of the Turtle’s Eggs
for my Supper. :

During thisConfinement in my Cover by the Rain,
I work’d daily two or three Hours at enlarging my -
Cave, and by Degrees work’d it on towards one Side,
till I came to the Outfide of the Hill, and made
a Dooror Way out, which came beyond my Fence
or Wall, and {o I came inand out this Way; but I
was not perfetly eafy at lying fo open; foras I
had manag’d myfelf before, I was ina perfeét En-
clofure, whereas now I thought I lay expos’d, and
open for any Thing to come 1n upon me; and yet
I could not perceive that there was any living
Thing to fear, the biggeft Creature that I had yet
feen upon the Ifland being a Goat. .

September the thirticth, I was now come to the
unhappy Anniverfary of my Landing. I caft upthe
Notches on my Poft, and found I had been on
Shore three hundred and fixty five Days. I kept
this Day as a Solemn Faft, fetting it apart to Re-
ligious Exercife, proftrating myfelf on the Ground
with the moft ferious Humiliation, confefling my
Sins to God, acknowledging his Righteous Judg-
ments upon me, and praying to him to have Mer-
cy on me, through Fefus Chriff; and having not
tafted the leaft Refrefhment for twelve Hours,
even till the going down of the Sun, I then eat
a Bisket Cake, and a Bunch of Grapes, and went
to Bed, finithing the Day as I began it.

I biad
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I had all this Time obferv’d no Sabbath-Day
for as at firft I had no Senfe of Religion upon my
Mind, I had after fome Time omitted to diftin-
guith the Weeks, by making a longer Notch than
ordinary for the Sabbath-Day, and fo did not really
know what any of the Days were ; but now having
caft up the Days, as above, I found I had been
there a Year; fo I divided it into Weeks, and fet
apart every feventh Day for a Sabbath; though I
found at the End of my Account I had loft a %)ay
or two in my Reckoning. -

A little after this my Ink began to fail me, and
fo I contented myfelf to ufe it more fparingly, and
to write down only the moft remarkable Events of
my Life, without continuing a daily Memorandum
of other Things.

The rainy Seafon, and the dry Seafon, began now
to appear regular to me, and I learnt to divide
them fo, as to provide for themaccordingly. But
I bought all my Experience before I had it; and
this I am going to relate, was one of the mott dif-
couraging Experiments that I made at all. I have
mention’d that I had fav’d the few Ears of Barley
and Rice, which I had fo (urprizingly found {pring
up, as I thought, of themfelves, and believe there
were about thirty Stalks of Rice, and about twenty
of Barley; and now I thought it a proper Time
to fow it after the Rains, the Sun being in its
Soutbern Pofition going from me.

Accordingly I dug up a Piece of Ground as well
as I could with my wooden Spade, and dividing it
_into two Parts, I fow’d my Grain; but as I was
fowing, it cafually occur’d to my Thoughts, that
I would not fow it all at firft, becaufe I did not
know when wasthe proper Time forit; fo I fow’d
about two Thirds of the Seed, leaving about 3
handful of cach. I
L. 2
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It was a great Comfort to me afterwards, that
I did fo, for not one Grain of that I fow’d this
Time came to any Thing; for the dry Months
following, the Earth having had no Rain after the
Seed was fown, it had no Moifture to affift its
Growth, and never came up at all, till the wet
Seafon had come again, and then it grew as if it
had been but newly fown.

Finding my firft Seed did not grow, which I
eafily imagin’d was by the Drought, 1 fought for
a moifter Piece of Ground to make another Trial
in, and I dug up a Piece of Ground near my new
Bower, and fow'd the reft of my Seed in February,
a little before the Pernal Equinox 3 and this having
the rainy Months of March and April to water it,
{prung up very pleafantly, and yielded a very good
Crop; but having Part of the Seed left only, and
not daring to fow all that I had, I had but a fmall
Quantity at laft; my whole Crop not amounting
to above half a Peck of each kind.

But by this Experiment 1 was made Mafter of
my Bufinefs, and knew exaétly when the proper
Seafon was to fow; and that I might cxpcgz two
Seed Times, and two Harvefts every Year.

While this Corn was growing, I made a little
Difcovery which was of Ufe to me afterwards; As
foon as the Rains were over, and the Weather be-
gan to fettle, which was about the Month of No-
wembers 1 made a Vifit up the Country to my Bow-
er, where though I had not been fome Months, yet
I found all Things juft as I left them. The Cir-
cle or double Hedge that I had made, was not on-
ly firm and entire ; but the Stakes which I had cug
out of fome T'rees that grew thereabouts, were all
thot out and grown with long Branches, as much
asa Willow-Tree ufually fhoots the firft Year after
lopping its Head, 1 could not tell what Tree :ﬁ

¢



[ 124 ]

call it, that thefe Stakes were cut from. 1 was
furpriz’d, and yet very well pleas’d, to fee the
young Trees grow; and I prun’d them, and led
them up to grow as much alike as I could; and it
is fcarce credible how beautiful a Figure they grew
into in three Years; fo that though the Hedge
made a Circle of about twenty five Yards in Dia-
meter, yet the Trees, for fuch I might now call
them, foon cover’d it; and it was a compleat
Shade, fufficient to lodge under all the dry Seafon.

This made me refolve to cut fome more Stakes,
and make me a Hedge like this in a Semicircle
round my Wall; I mean that of my firft Dwel-
ling, which Idid; and placingthe Trees or Stakes
in a double Row, at about eight Yards diftance
from my firft Fence, they grew prefently, and
were at firft a fine Cover to my Habitation, and
afterward ferv’d for a Defence alfo, as I fhall ob-
ferve in its Order.

I found now, That the Seafons of the Yeag
might generally be divided, not into Swmmer and
Winter, as in Europe; but into the Rainy Seafons,
and the Dry Seafons, which were generally thus:

Half F’Z““’i” Rainy, the S« being then on, or
4rc% C near the Equinox.
Half April,
%“-7’ Dry, the Sun being then to the
e, orth of the Line, .
T4l
Half Augufi,

Half
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Half Auguft . .
September:% Rainy, the S« being then come

Half O&ober, back.
Half Oétober, o _
November, Dr . '
Dry, the Sun being then to the
Decembers > oush of the Line.
Fanuary, v
Half Febraary,

The Rainy Seafon fometimes held longer or
" fhorter, as the Winds happen’d to blow; but this
was the general Obfervation I made : After I had
found, by Experience, theill Confequence of being
abroad in the Rain, I took care t6 furnith myfelf
with Provifions beforehard, that I might not be
oblig’d to go out; and I fat within Doors as much
as poffible during the wet Months.

In this Time I found much Employment, (and
gry fuitable alfo to the Time) for I found great

ccafion of many Things which I had no way to
furnith myfelf with, but by hard Labour and con-
ftant Application; particularly, I try’d many Ways
to make myfelf a Basket, but all the Twigs I
could get for the Purpoft prov’d fo brittle, that
they would do nothing. It prov’d of excellent‘Ad-
vantage to me now, That when I wasa Boy, I
ufed to take great Delight in ftanding at a Basket-
maker’s in the Town where my Father liv'd, to
fee them make their /Vicker-ware; and being, as
~ Boys ufually are, very officious to help, and a
great Obferver of the Manner how they work’d
thofe Things, and fometimes lending a Hand, I
had by this Mcans tull Knowledge of the Methods
of ity that I wanted nothing %)ut the Materials;
when it came into my Mind, That the T'wigs of
that Tree from whence I cut my Stakes that grew,

5 might
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might poflibly bc as tough as the Sallows, and
Wiliowsy and Ofiers in England, and 1 refolv’d
to try.
Accordingly the next Day I went to my Coun-
-Houfe, as I call’d it, and cutting fome of the
fmaller Twigs, I found them to my Purpofe as
much as I could defire; whereupan I came the next
Time prepar’d with a Hatchet to cut down a
Quantity, whic