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The Epistle Dedicatory

To The
Right Honourable
The
Lord MAITLAND.!

My Lord,

Since the World is grown so Nice and Critical upon Dedications,
and will Needs be Judging the Bock, by the Wit of the Patron; we
ought, with a great deal of Circumspection, to chuse a Person against
whom there can be no Exception; and whose Wit, and Worth, truly
Merits all that one is capable of saying upon that Occasion.

The most part of Dedications are charg’d with Flattery; and if the
World knows a Man has some Vices, they will not allow one to speak
of his Virtues. This, my Lord, is for want of thinking Rightly; if Men
wou'd consider with Reason, they wou'd have another sort of Cpinion,
and Esteem of Dedications; and wou'd believe almost every Great Man

has enough to make him Worthy of all that can be said of him there.

My Lord, a Picture-drawer, when he intends to make a good Picture,
essays the Face many Ways, and in many Lights, before he begins; that
he may chuse, from the several turmns of it, which is most Agreeable,

.and gives it the best Grace; and if there be a Scar, an ungrateful Mole,

or any litde Defect, they leave it ouf; and yet make the Picture ex-
treamly like: But he who has the good Fortune to draw a Face that is
exactly Charming in all its Parts and Features, what Colouss or Agree-
ments? can be added fo make it Finer? All that he can give is but its
due; and Glories in a Piece whose Original alone gives it its Perfection.
An ill Hand may diminish, but a good Hand cannot augment its
Beauty. A Poet is 2 Painter in his way;? he draws to the Life, but in
another kind; we draw the Nobler part, the Soul and Mind; the Pictures
of the Pen shall outlast those of the Pencil, and even Worlds them-
selves. "Tis 2 short Chronicle of those Lives that possibly wou'd be
forgotten by other Historians, or Iye neglected there, however deserving
an immortal Fame; for Men of eminent Parts* are as Exemplary as

1. Richard Maitland (1653-1695}, Iater fourth earl of Lauderdale, held important public posts
in Scotland, A Jacobite and Roman Cathelic, he followed the dethroned James II ko France
bt was both outlawed at home and excluded from the count in exile, The leamed Catholic
writings Behn refers to are not known, but he was noted for his library and for a verse
translation of Yirgil.

. Aftractive qualities; from the French agréments.

. The comparison of pacts to painters, s commonglace from Horace's Art of Postry, was often
cast as a eontest by seventeenth-century writers. Richaxd Lavelace in “Peinture” (1659}, his
tribute to the courk portraitist Sir Peter Lely, used similar terms to clevate painting: “O sacred
Peiniurel That dost faily draw / What but in Mists deep inward Poets-saw; /. . . Thou that
in frames eternity dost bind, / And art a wiitten and & body'd mind.”

4. Abilities.
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even Monarchs themselves; and Virtue is a noble Lesson to be learn’d,
and 'tis by Comparison we can Judge and Chuse. *Tis by such illustsi-
ous Presidents,® as your Lordship, the World can be Better'd and Re-
fin'd; when a great part of the lazy Nobility shall, with Shame, behold
the admirable Accomplishments of a Man so Great, znd so Young,
Your Lordship has read innumerable Volumes of Men, and Books;
not Vainly for the gust® of Novelty, but Knowledge, excellent Knowl-
edge’ Tike the industrious Bee, from évery Ilower you return Laden
with the precious Dew, which you are sure to tum to the Publick Goed,
You hoard no one Perfection, but lay it all out in the Glorious Service
of your Religion and Country; to both which you are a useful and
necessary Honour: They both wani? such Supporters; and "tis only Men
of so elevated Parts, and fine Knowledge; such noble Principles of Loy-
alty and Religion this Nation Sighs for. [Where is it amongst 2ll our
.- Nobility we shall find so great a Champion for the Cathelick Church?
With what Divine Knowledge have you writ in Defence of the Faith!
How unanswerably have you cleard all these Intricacies in Religion,
which even the Gown-men have left Dark and Difficult! With what
unbeaten Arguments you convince the Faithless, and instruct the Ig-
rorant!]® Where shall we find a Man so Young, like St Augustine, in
the midst of all his Youth and Gaiety, Tedching the World divitie Pre-
cepts, true Notions of Faith, and Excellent Morality, and, at the same
time, be also 2 perfect Pattern of all that accomplish? a Great Man?
You have, my Lord, all that refin’d Wit that Charms, and the Affzbility
that Obliges; & Generosity that gives a Lustre to your Nobility; that
Hospitality, and Greatness of Mind, that ingages the World; and that
admireble Conduct, that so well Instructs it. Cur Nation ought to regret
and bemoan their Misfortunes, for not being able to claim the Honour
of the Birth of a Man who is so fit to serve his Majesty, and his King-
doms, in all Great and Publick Affairs: And to the Glory of your Nation
be it spoken, it produces more considerable Mean, for all fine Sense,
Wit, Wisdom, Breeding, and Generesity (for the generality of the No-
bility) than all other Nations can Boast; and the Fruitfulness of your
Virtues sufficiently .make amends for the Bamenness of your Soil:

Precedents or models.

. Relish.

Lack.

- The four bracketed senfences lauding Maitiand's Catholic faith survive only as a stop-press
variant in the Bodlejan Library copy,gbound in Behn's Three Histories ( 16883{, and may have
been removed by Behn or by her publisher, Her most outspoken statement of her Catholic
sympathies, they have encouraged speculation that she had a Catholic upbringing or had
privately become a Catholie, "Gown-men”: the clergy.

. Complele, fully equip. St Augusline (354-430), early chureh father and philosopher. His
Confessions describe his woﬂdl%r early years as 2 student and a teacher of r}:etoric in Nosth

Aftica and ltaly, followed by his conversion, ta ClujsHanity in 386, In his later life (Lord

Maitland shows a more precocious wisdom), he often wrote sgainst pagan and Christian

enemics of the Church and argued for its authority descended from the Apostles,

el ]
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Which however cannot be incommode! to your Lordship; since your
Quality, and the Veneration that the Commenalty naturally pay their
Lords, creates 2 flowing Plenty there—that makes you Happy. And to
compleat your Happiness, my Lozd, Heaven has blest you with a Lady,
to whom it has given all the Graces, Beauties, and Virtues of her Sex;
all the Youth, Sweetness of Nature; of a most ilhistious Family; and
who is a most rare Fxample to all Wives of Quality, for her eminent
Piety, Easiness, and Condescention;? and as absolutely merits Respect
from all the World, as she does that Fassion and Resignation she re-
ceives from your Lordship; and which is, on her part, with so much
Tendermness return’d. Methinks your tranquil Lives® are an Image of the
new Made and Beautiful Pair in Paradise: And 'tis the Prayers and
Wishes of all, who have the Honour o know you, that it may Etemnally
so continue, with Additions of ail the Blessings this Warld can give you.

My Lord, the Obligations T have to some of the Great Men of your
Nation, particularly to your Lovdship, gives me an Ambition of making
_my Acknowledgments, by all the Opportunities I can; and such humble
Fruits, as my Industry produces, I lay at your Lordship’s Feet. This is
a true Story, of a Man Gallant encugh to merit your Protection; and,

“had e always been so Fortunate, he had not made so Inglorious an

end: The Royal Slave I had the Honour to know in my Travels to the
cther World; and though I hiad none above me in th
wanted power to preserve this Great Man. If there be any thin
~seems Romantick, I beseech your Lordship o consider, these Countries
de, in all things, so fax differ from ours, that they produce unconceiv-
able Wonders; at least, they appear so to us, becauss New and Strange,
What I have mention'd I have taken care shou'd be Truth, let the
Critical Reader judge as he pleases. "Twill be no Commendation to
the Book, to assure your Lordship I writ it in a few Hours, thougl it
may serve to Excuse some of its Faults of Connexion; for [ never rested

my Pen a Moment for Thought: "Tis purely the Merit of my Slave that

must render it worthy of the Honour it begs; and the Author of that of

“Subscribing herself,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most oblig'd
and obedient Servant,
A. BEHN.

—_

. Troublesome. In praising Secotland’s feudal traditions, Behn scemns to allude not only to the
fraditional loyalties commanded by Highland chieflaing bt to the political dominanee of the
Scottish Privy Council at Edinburgh, Both groups stongly supperted the Stuart monarchy,

. Gracionsness. '

. Anne Campbell, daughter of the earl of Argyll, belonged to 2 Protestant family thal led the
Scottish oppesition 1o James 11, while her husband seems to have resisted seme of James's
mote extreme policies, This tranquility did not continue.

P
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The History of the Royal Slave.

{ do not pretend, in giving you the History of this Royal Slave, to
enfertain my Reader with the Adventures of a feign'd Hero, whose Life
and Fortunes Fancy may manage at the Poer’s Pleasure; nor in relating
the Truth, design to adoem it with any Accidents, but such as armivid in
earnest to him: And it shall come simply into the World, recommended
by its own proper Merits, and natural Intrigues; there being enough of
Reality to suppoxt it, and to render it diverting, without the Addition of
Invention.

[ was my self an Eye-Witmess to a great part, of what you will find
here seb dawm; 2nd what 1 cowd Tt be Winess of, I receiv'd-from the
Mouthr of the chief Actor in this History, the Hero himself, who gave

“U§Tthe whole Tratsagtons sf his Yauth: and Hhough I shall amit, for
Brevity's sake, a thousand little Accidents of his Life, which, however
pleasant to us, where History was scarce, and Adventures very rare; yet
might prove tedious and heavy to my Reader, in a World where he
finds Diversions for every Minute, new and staWere

L “perfecily chaind with the Chatacter of this great Man, were curious
to gather every Circumstance of his Life.

The Scene of the last part of his Adventures lies in a Colony in
America, called Suringm,* in the West-Indies.

But before I give you the Story of this Gallant Slave, 'tis fit I tell you
the manner of bringing them to these niew Colonies; for those they

pATL

make use of there, are not Natives of the place; for those we live with
in_perfect Amity, withont daring to command ey but o5 the Sonfrary,
caress ‘e with all the brotherly and fiendly Affegtion in the World; .
T T T e e = e :
trading with 'em for thelr Fish, Vemson, Buffilo's’ Skins, and little
E-TR—E—I'—ILEES; as Marmosets, a sort of Monkey as big as a Rat or Weasel, but
;, of a marvellous and delicate shape, and has Face and Hands like an
" Humane Creature: and Cousheries 6 a little Beast in the form and fash-
o fon of a Lion, as big as a Kitten; but so exactly made i all parts like
that noble Beast, that it is it in Miniature. Then for little Parakectoes,
great Parrots, Muckaws, and a thousand other Birds and Beasts of won-
derful and surprizing Forms, Shapes, and Calours. For Skins of pro-
digious Snakes, of which there are some threescore Yards in length; as

s the Skin of one that may be seen at His Majesty’s Antiguaries: Where

4. An English colony within the larger district of Cufana, on the South American const east of
Venezuela; laler Dutch Guiana, now Suriname, Duing the 1650s it was setilad by experis,
enced plantess from the main_colony at Baghados, where the lang supply was exhausted,

- Buffaloes, or wild oxen of various species, o

6. A local animal mentioned in vatious travel accounts but not consistently described. Probably
the lion-headed marmoset, or perhaps the eujara (Portuguese), a small rodent known as the

" rice rat. Aceording lo George Warren's Tmpartial Deescription of Surinam (1667) the “Cus-
haree” lived in trees and was “black, kess than a Marmarzet, and shap'd every way perfectly
like a Lyon,” while John Ogilby's America (1671) reperted the “Cuscary” to be “a brown four

footed Greature, about the bigness of a little Dog, but hath the shape of a Lyon,”

P gQ"j{Q\:
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< are zlso some rare Flies,” of amazing Forms and Colours, presented to

‘em by my self; some as big as my Fist, some less; and all of various
“Ixcellencies, such as Art cannot imitate, Then we trade for Feathers,
which they order into all Shapes, mazke themselves little short Habits
of ’em, and glotious Wreaths for their Heads, Necks, Arms and Legs,
whose Tinctures are unconceivable. I had 2 Set of these presented to
me, znd I gave ’em to the King's Theatre, and it was the Dress of the
Indian Queen,? infinitely admir'd by Persons of Quality; and were un-
“Tmnitable. Besides these, a thousand little Knacks, and Rarities in Nature,
and sorme of Art; as their Baskets, Weapons, Aprons, &c. We dealt with
‘emn with Beads of all Colours, Knives, Axes, Pins and Needles; which
they us'd only as Tools to drili Holes with in their Ears, Noses and
Lips, where they hang a great many little things; as long Beads, bits of
Tin, Brass, or Silver, beat thin; and any shining Trincket. The Beads
they weave into Aprons about a quarter of an Ell long, and of the same
breadth;? working them very prettily in Flowers of several Colours gf
Beads; which Apron they wear just before "em, as Adam and 'Eve did
the Figleaves; the Men wearing a long Stripe of Linen, which they
deal with us for. They thread thesg Beads also on long Cotton-threads,
and make Girdles to fie their Aprons to, which come twenty times, or
more, about the Waist; and then cross, like a Shoulder-belt, both ways,
and round their Necks, Arms and' Legs. This Adornment, with their
long black Hair, and the Face painted in little Specks or Flowers here
and there, makes 'em a wonderful Figure to behold. Some of the Beau-
ties which indeed are finely shap’d, as almest all are, and who have
pretty Features, are very charming and novel; for they have all that is
called Beauty, €xcept the Colour, which is a reddish Yellow; or after a
new Qiling, which they often: use to themselves, they are of the colour
of a new Brick, but smooth, soft and sleek, They are extream modest
and bashful, very shy, and nice! of being touch’'d. And though thay are
all thus naked, if one lives for ever among "em, there is not to be seen
an indecent Action, or Glance; and being continually us'd to see one
another so unadorn'd, so like our fixst Parents before the Fall, it seems
as if they had no Wishes; there being nothing to heighten Curicsity,
but all you can see, you see af once, and every Moment see; and where

7. Butterflies. “Antiguaries”; probably the new museum or repository of the Royal Soctety, which
. had published instructions calling on world travelers to conlribute their natuval histovy
discoveries. .

. The title character of the thymed heroic play by Sir Robert Howard and John Deyden, set in
Mexico, that opened at the Theatre Royal in January 1664. It was noted for its lavish pro-
duction, and contemporary accounts mention “speckl'edt plumes” and feather headdresses.
However, this opening tack place when Behn seems ta have been in Surinam (see p. 265),
50 it is speculated that her costume was used in the 1668 revival and then perhaps in later
plays with exotic New World settin%s. ) "

. About one foot square, “EP": an old English measure of about forly-five inches.

. Careful; with a sense of delicacy.

==
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héhdsom young Indian, dying for Love of a very beautiful young Indian
Maid; but all his Courtship was, to fold his Arms, pursue her with his
Eyes, and Sighs were all his Language: While she, as if no such Lover
were present; or rather, as if she desired none such, carefully guarded
her Eyes from beholding him; and never approack’d him, but she
lool'd down with all the blushing Modesty I have seen in the mogt
severe and cautious of our Werld, And these People represented fo me
«n shsolute Idea of the first State of Infiocence, before Man knew how
“Io s And s most evident and plain, that simple Nature 15 the most

harmless, inoffensive and vertuous Mistress, "Tis she alone, if she were

permitted, that better instructs the World, than all the Inventions of

Man: Religion wou'd here but desizroy that Tranquillity, they possess by
Ignorance; and Laws wouw'd but teach "em fo know Offence, of which

now they hidve mo Notioni, They once made Mourning and Fasting for
“ihe Death of the English Governor, whe had given his Hand to come

on such a Day to "em, and neither came, nor sent; believing, when
once a Man's Word was past, nothing but Death cou'd or shou'd pre-
vent his keeping it: And when they saw he was not dead, they asldd
himn, what Name they had for a Man who promis'd a thing he did not
do? The Govemor told them, Such a man was a Lyar, which wada

Word of Infamy to 2 Gentleman. Then one of "em reply'd, Goveriior,

you ave a Lyar, and guilty of that Infamy. They have a Native Justice,

which knows no Fraud; and they understand no Vice, or Cunning, but
when they are taught by the White Men. They have Plurality of Wives,

Twhich, when they grow old, they sexve those that succeed "em, who are

young; but with a Servitude easie and respected; and unless they take

Slaves in Wa, they have no other Attendants.
"""" hose on that Continent where I was, had no King; but the oldest
War-Captain was obey'd with great Resignation. '

A War-Caplain is 2 Man whe has led them on to Battel with Con-
duet? and Success; of whom I shall have Occasion to speak more
hereafter, and of some other of their Custorns and Manners, as they
fall in my way.

Wills these People, as  said, we live in perfect Tranquillity, and good
Understanding, as it behooves us to do; they knowing all the places
where o seek the best Food of the Ceuniry, and the Means of getting
it: and for very small and unvatuable Trifles, supply us with what "tis
impossible for us to get; for they do not only in the Wood, and over
the Sevanda’s,® in Hunting, supply the parts-of Heunds, by swiftly scot-
ing through those almost impassable places; and by the meer Activity
of their Feet, run down the nimblest Deer, and other eatable Beasts:

2. Capacity to lead. .

3. Le., savannas; open grassiands found in the tropics and subtropics. Lord Willoughby's Jetter
to his wife (see p. 99) reports Surinam's “brave savanas, where you may, in coach or on
horseback, ride thiry or forly miles.”

IS
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But in the water, one wou'd think they were Gods of the Rivers, or
Fellow-Citizens of the Deep; so rare an Art they have in Swimming,
Diving, and almost Living in Water; by which they command the less
swift Inhabitants of the Floods, And then for Shooting; what they can-
not take, or reach with their Hands, they do with Arrows; and have so
adimirable an Aim, that they will split almost an Hair; and at any dis-
tance that an Arrow can reach, they will shoot down Oranges, and other
Fruit, and only touch the Stalk with the Dart’s Point, that they may
not hurt the Fruit. So that they being, on all Occasions, very useful to
us, we find it absolutely necessary to caress em as Friends, and not to
“Reat e @S Slaves; nor dare we do other, their Numbers so_far SuT-
Those_then whom #e make use of to_work in our Plantations. of
_Sugar, are_Negro’s, Blagk-Slaves. altogether; which are transporied
_fhither in this manaer.
Those who want Slaves, make a Bargain with a Master, or a Captain
of a Ship, and contract to pay him so much a-piece, a matter of twenty &

N4
»
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Pound a Head for as many as he agrees for, and to pay for 'em when 11

they shail be defiverd on such a Flantation: So that when there anives
a Ship laden with Slaves, they who have so contracied, go a-board, and
receive their Number by Lot;* and pethaps in one Lot that may be for
ten, there may happen to be three or four Men; the rest, Women and
Children::Or be there more or less of efther Sex, you are oblig'd to be
contented with your Lot.

Coramantien,? a Country of Blacks so called, was one of those places{‘-?{‘i"‘.

in which they found the most advantageous Treding for these Slaves; ™
and thither most of our great Traders in that Merchandice trafhck’'d;
for that Nation is very war-like and brave; and having a continual Cam-
paign, being always in Hostlity with one neighbouring Prince or ather,
they had the fortune to take a great many Captives; for all they took in
Battel, were scld as Slaves; at least, those common Men wha cou'd not
Tansom themselves. Of These Slaves so taken, the General only has all
‘the profitand of these Generals, our.Caphains and.Masters, of Ships
Dy all their Freighis. : '
The King of Coramantien was himself a Man of a Hundred and odd
Years old, and had no Sen, though he had many beautiful Black-Wives;
for most certainly, there arcﬁﬁ@}i_;g_t_hg_t_ggll_gl}a;u} of_that Colour.

4. The contract sale of slaves in lats was 2 common method of sale, and twenty pounds o
frequently mentioned price.

. Not a coun% but a fortified English trading station on the Gold Coast of West Africa, in
modern-day Ghana, established by agreement with the local Fante ruler in 1632 Tt became
the Fnglish trading headguarters'until taken by the Dutch in 1665, As the slave tade e
panded, all persons shipped out from the region were called Connantines or Cormantees
{variously spelled) and gained a repulation for their beauty and bearing, intelligence and
ferceness in war, and extreme dignity under captivity or torture. They would have been mainly
but not exclusively Fante, Ashante, and other Akan-speaking pecples.
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17 his younger Years he had had many gallant Men to his Sons, thirteen
of which died in Battel, conguering when they fell; and he had orly
left him for his Successor, one Grand-Child, Son to one of these dead
Viclors; who, as soon as he cou’d bear a Bow in his Hand, and 2 Quiver
at his Back, was sent into the Field, to be trained up by one of the
oldest Cenerals, to War; where, from his natural inclination to Arms,
and the Occasions given him, with the good Conduct of the old Gen-
cral, he became, at the Age of Seventeen, one of the most expert Cap-
tains, and bravest Soldiers, that ever saw the Field of Mars:® So that he
was adord as the Wonder of all that World, and the Darling of the
Scldiers. Besides, he was adorn'd with a native Beauty so transcending
all those of his gloomy. Race, that he strook an Awe and Reverence,
even in those that knew not his Quality; as he did in me whe Refeld
R with  Siirprize and Wonder, when. aft

v

He had scarce amriv'd at his Seventeenth Year, when fighting by his
Side, the General was kill’d with an Ammow in his Eye, which the Prince
“Orognoko{{for so was this gallant Moor? call’d} very narrowly avoided;
“nor had he, if the General, who saw the Arrow shot, and perceiving it
aim’d at the Prince, had not bow'd his Head between, on purpose to
receive it in his own Body rather than it shou'd touch that of the Prince,
and so saved him. :

"T'was then, afflicted as Croonoko was, that he was preclaim’d Gen-
eral in the cld Man's place; and then it was, at the finishing of that
War, which had continu’d for two Years, that the Prince came to Court;
where he had hardly been a Month together, from the time of his fifth
Year, to that of Seventeery; and "twas amazing to imagine where it was
he learn’d so much Humanity; or, to give his Accomplishments a juster
Name, where “twas he got that real Greatness of Seul, those refin’d
Notions of true Honour, that absolute Generosity, and that Seftness
that was capable of the highest Passions of Love and Gallantry, whase

-5,0bjects were almost continually fighting Men, or those mangl'd, or

~ dead; who heard no Sounds, but those of War and Groans: Some part
of it we may atiribute to the Care of a French-llan of Wit and Learning;
who finding it urn to very good Account fo be a sort of Royal Tutor
lo this young Black, & perceiving him very ready, apt, and quick of
Apprehension, tock a great pleasure to teach him Morals, Langnage
and Science; and was for it extreamly belov'd and valu'd by him. An-
other Reason was, He lov'd, when he came from War, to see all the
English_Gentlemen that traded thither; and did not only }earn their

6. Battlefield, named after the Roman god of war. The Fanle people had a “braffo,” or military

leades, resembling Behn's general, though not a strong monarchy. Moxeover, as Europeans -

were slow to undarstand, descent systerns of the Akan-speaking peoples of this region were
matrilineal.
7. Loosely used for any. black-skinned people.

ivd in our
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Language, but that of the Spaniards® also, with whom he traded after-
wards for Slaves. o

I have often seen and convers'd with this great Man, and been a ' ;
_Witness to many of his mighty Actions; and do assure my Reader, the
‘most [ustrious Courts cow’d not have produc’d 2 braver Man, both for € Sy
Greatness of Courage and Mind, a Judgment more solid, 2 Wit more 7 o6
quick, and a Conversation more sweet and diverling. He knew almost ti‘”‘\‘r_”:"'
as much as if he had read much: He had heard of, and admir'd the ™
Romars; he had heard of the late Civil Wass in England, and the W15
deplorable Death of our great Monarch;? and wou'd discourse of it with ¥+ .
all the Sense, and Abhorrence of the Injustice imaginable. He had an "
extream good and graceful Mien, and all the Civility of a well-bred 20" 1%
great Man. He had nothing of Barbarity in his Nature, but in all Points o
address'd himself, as if his Education had bsen in some Furopean
Court, T
==""This great and just Character of Oroonoko gave me an exiream Cu-
riosily to see him, especially when [ knew he spoke Franch and English, .
and that I cow’d talk with him; But though I had Leard so much of .
him, I was as greatly surpriz d when [ saw him, as if I had heard nothing 0 ¥ ¢+
of him; so beyond all Report 1 found him. He came into the Room, .y
and addressd hifmself ©© e, and some other Women, with the best an™
Grace in the World, e was pretty tall, but of a Shape the most exact o
that can be fancy'd: The most famous Statuary' cou’d not form the y 4% 570
Figure of a Man more admirably turn’d from Head to Foot. His Face " ) U ]
was not of that brown, rusty Black which most of that Nation are, buty, S
a perfect Ehony, or polish’d Jett. His Eyes were the most awful that, #0y |
cou’d be seen, and very piercing; the White of "em being like Snow, ., " "

L

as were his Teeth. His Noss wag tising and-Romu,-instead of African ™ .~

.

=

and flat, His Mouth, the finest shap'd that cou’d be seen; far from those !‘f;,f”"‘ R
"great turn'd Lips, which are so natural to the rest of the Negroes. The ok

whole Proportion and Air of his Face was 50 noble, and exactly form’'d, % .7
that, bating? his Colguz, there cou’d be nothing in Nature more beau- #; ’
tiful, agreeable and handsome. There was no one Grace wanting, that

bears the Standard of true Beauty: His Hair came down fo his Shoul-

8. A version of Portuguese (along with some French and English) became the common brading
lan, dage along the West African coast, but Spain by trealy had no trade in this part of the
WOoTd.

. King Charles I, tried and beheaded in 1649 al the end of the civil wars between the Royalists
and Pariamentarians, In 1688, this remark and others would have signaled Behn's ardent
support of James II, the last of the Stuart kngs, wha would be forced Inlo exile within the
year,

. Sculplor.

. Except for. The singling cut of Africans wha met European standards of beauty or character ;
is by no means unique to Behn. In the English version of Villault's Relation of the Coasis of o
Africk called Guinee {1670), for instance, o Sierra Leone prince is “well proportioned, and ‘
(bating his complexion) a very handsome man, his aire was courteous, and majestick,” while o
some Ivory Coast women show features “so fust and regular, that (bate them the unhappiness,
of their complexion) they were absolute beauties,”

o

[
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ders; by the Aids of Art; whicli was, by pulling it out with a Quill, and
keeping it comb'd; of which he took particular Care. Nor did the Per-
fections of his Mind come short of those of his Person; for his Discourse
was admirable upen almost any Subject; and who-ever had heard him
speak, wou'd have been convine'd of their Errors, that all fine Wit is
confin'd te the White Men, especially to" those of Christendom;, and
wou'd have confess'd that Oroonako was as capable even of reigning
weli, and of governing as wisely, had as great a Soul, as politicl® Max
ims, and was as sensible of Power as any Prince civiliz'd in the most
1eﬁnd Schocls of Humanity and Learning, or hc most Mustrious
Courts.

This Prince, such as | have deserib’d him, whose Soul and Body

were so admirably adorn’d, was (while yet he was in the Court of his

Grandfather) as I said, as capable of Love, as "twas possible for 2 brave
and gallant Man to be; and in saying that, I have nam’'d the highest
Tregree of Love; for sure, great Souls are most capable of that Passion.

I have already said, the old General was kill’d by the shot of an Arrow,
by the Side of this Prince, in Battel; and that Orocnoko was made
General. This old dead Here had one only Daughter left of his Race;
a Beauty that, to describe her truly, one need say only, she was Female
to the noble Male; the beautiful Black Venus,® to our young Mars; as
charming in her Person as he, and of delicate Vertues. I have seen an
hundred White Men sighing after her, and making a thousand Vows
at her Feet, all vain, and unsuccessful: And she was, indeed, too great
for any, but a Prince of her own Nation to adore.

Oroonoke coming from the Wars, (which were now ended) after he
had made his Court to his Grand-father, he thought in Henour he
ought o make 2 Visit tolImoindd,| the Daughter of his Foster-father,
the dead General; and to make somie Excuses to her, because his Pres-
ervation was the Occasion of her Father's Death; and to present her
with those Slaves that had been taken in this last Battel, as the Trophies
s Fer Fafiers Victories. When he came, attended by all the young
Soldiers of any Merit, he was infinitely surpriz'd at the Beauty of this
fair Queen of Night, whose Face and Person was so exceeding all he
had ever beheld, that lovely Modesty with which she receiv'd him, that
Softriess in her Look, and Sighs, upon the melancholy Occasion of this
Honour that was done by so great a Man as Oroonoko, and & Prince of
whorn she had heard such admirable things; the Awfulness® wherewith
she receiv'd him, and the Sweetniess of het Words and Behaviour while
he stay'd, gain’d a perfect Conquest over his fierce Heart, and made
hinr feel, the Victor cou'd be subdu’d. So that having made his first
Compliments, and presented her an hundred and fifty. Slaves i etters,

WSS T

3. Shrewd, sagacious.
4, Goddess of love. According to myth, she and the god of war were lovers,
5. Reverence.
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he told her with his Eyes, that he was not insensible of her Charms;
while Imoinda, who wish'd for nothing more than so glorious a Con-
quest, was pieas d to believe, she undersivod that silent Language of
new-born Love; and from that Moment, put on all her Additions to
Beauty. :

The Prince return’d to Court with quite another Humour than be-
fore; and though he did not speak much of the fair Imoinda, he had
the pleasure to hear all his Followers speak of nothing but the Charms
of that Maid; insomuch that, even in the Presence "of the old King,
they were extolling her, and heightning, if possible, the Beauties they
had found i her: So that nothing else was talk’d of, no other Sound
was heard in every Corner where there were Whisperers, but Imoindal
Imoinda!

Twill be imagin’d Orooncko stay'd not long before he made his
second Visit; nor, considering his Quality, not much longer before he &

told her, he ador’d her. I have often heard him say, that he admir'd®, ,\.4‘"'

by what strange Inspiration he came to tall things so soft, and so p’is—
sionate, who never knew Love, nor was us'd to the Conversation” of
Women but (to use his own Words) he said, Most happily, some new,

and till then unknown Power mstructed his Heart and Tongue in the
Language of Love, and at the same time, in favour of him, inspir'd
Imoindd with 2 Sense of his Passion: She was -touch'd with what he
said, and return’d it all in such Answers as went to his very Heart, with
a Pleasure unknown before: Nor did he use those Obligations® 11] that
Love had done him; but twn’d all his happy Moments %o the best
advantage; and as he knew no Vice, his Flame aim’d at nething but
Honour, if such a distinction may be made in Love; and especially in
that Country, where Men take o themselves as many as they can main-
tain; and where the only Crime and Sin with Woman is, to tumn her
off, to abandon her to Want, Shame and Misery: Such il Morals are
only practis’d in Christian-Countries, where they prefer the bars Name
of Religion; and, without Vertue or Moralﬂy, think that's sufficient. But
Orconoko was none of thess Professors; but as he had right Noticens of
Honour, so he made her such Proposmons as wete not only and b'uely
such; but , confrary to the Custom of his Couniry, he made her Vows, 5

she s shou I be the only womar be.w wou’ ow'd POSSESS while he Tiv’ d; that no g

“Age or Wrinkles show'd inciine him to “change, for her Soul wou’d be

always fine, and always young; and he shou'd have an cternal Idea in
_his Mind of the Charms she now bore, and_show'd logk into_his Hear‘c
_for thaf Ideq, when_he con'd find it n 1 longer in her Face.

After = thousand Assurances of his lasting Flame, and her eternal

Empire over him, she condescended to receive him For her Husband;

6, Marveled.
7, Company.
8. Benehts.

1
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or rather, recelv'd him, as the greatest Honour the Gods cou’d do her.
Theze is a certain Ceremony in these Cases to be observ'd, which [
forgot to ask him how perform’d; but "twas concluded on both sides,
“That, in Obedience to him, the Grandfather was to be first made ac-
quainted with the Design; for they pay a most absolute Resignation to
the Monarch, especially when he fs a Parent also,
On the other side, the old King, who had many Wives, and many
Concubines, wanted not Court-Flatterers to insinnate in his Heart a
thousand tender Thoughis for this young Beauty; and who represented
her to his Faney, as the most charming he had ever possess’d in all the
long Race of his numerous Years. At this Character his old Heart, like
an extinguish'd Brand, most apt to take Fire,? felt new Sparks of Love,
and began to kindle; and now grown to his second Childhood, long'd
with Impatience to beheld this gay thing, with whom, alas! he cou’d
but innocently play. But how he shou'd be confum’d she was this
Woider, before he us’d his Power to call her to Court (where Maidens
never came, unless for the King's private Use) he was next to consider;
! and while he was so doing, he had Intelligence brought him, that Im-
oinda was most certainly Mistress to the Prince Oroonoko. This gave
him some Shagrien;! however, it gave him alse an Opportunity, one
Day, when the Prince was a-hunting, to wait on a Man of Quality, as
his Slave and Attendant, who shou’d go and make 2 Present to Imoinda,
as from the Prince; he show'd then, unknown, see this fair Maid, and
have an Opportunity to hear what Message she wou'd return the Prince
for his Present; and from thence gather the state of her Heart, and
degree of her Inclination. This was put in Execution, and the old Mon-
arch saw, and burmt: He found her all he had heard, and wou'd not
delay his Happiness, but found he show'd have some Obstacle to over-
come her Heart; for she express'd her Sense of the Present the Prince
had sent her, in terms so sweet, 5o soft and pretty, with an Air of Lave
and Joy that cou’d not be dissembl'd; insomuch that “twas past doubt
whether she lov'd Oroonoko entirely. This gave the old King some Af-
Hiction; but he salv'd it with this, that the Obedience the People pay-
their King, was not at all inferior to what they pay'd their Gods: And
what Love wou'd not oblige Imeinda to do, Duty wou'd compel her to.
He was therefore no sooner got to his Apartment, but he sent the
Royal Veil to Imoinda; that is, the Ceremony of Invitation: he sends
_ the Lady, he has a Mind to honour with his Bed, a Veil, with which
) she is cover'd, and seeur'd for the Kirg's Use; and *tis Death to disobey;
besides, held a most impious Disobedience.

9. Praverblal. As noted in The Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs: “The heat of glowing
brands covered with ashes are more fervent and violent when they break out than the Hames
of bluzing brush discovered and dispersed in the epen air” (Jacques Yver, A Courtlie Con-
troversie of Cupids Cautefs, 1578).

1. Le., chagrin,
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"Tis niot to be Imagin'd the Surprize and Grief that seiz’d this lovely
Maid at this News and Sight. However, as Delays in these Cases are
dangerous, and Fleading woise than Treason; trembling, and almest
fainting, she was oblig'd to suffer her self to be cover'd, and led away.

They brought her thus to Court; and the King, who had caus'd a
very rich Bath to be prepar'd, was led into it, where he sate under a
Canopy, in State, to receive this long'd for Virgin, whom he having
commanded shou'd be brought to him, they (after dis-robing her) led
her to the Bath, and making fast the Doors, left her to descend. The
King, without more Couriship, bad her throw off her Mantle, and come
io his Arms. But Imoinda, all in Tears, threw her self on the Marble,
on the Brink of the Bath, and bescught him fo hear her, She told him,
as she was a Maid, how proud of the Divine Clory she should have
been of having it in her power to oblige her King: but as by the Laws,
e co'd not; and from his Royal Geodness, wou'd not take from any
Man his wedded Wife: So she believ'd she shou’d be the Occasion of
making him commit a great Sin, if she did not reveal her State and
Condition; and tell him, she was anothers, and cou’d not be so happy
to be his.

The King, enrag'd at this Delay, hastily demanded the Name of the
bold Man, that had marry'd 2 Woman of her Degres, without his Con-
sent. Imoinda, seeing his Eyes fizrce, 2rid his Hands tremble; whether
with Age, or Anger, T know not; but she fancy'd the last, almost repented
she had sald so much, for now she feard the Storm wow'd fall on the
Prince; she therefore said a thousand things to appease the raging of
his Flame, and to prepare him to hear who it was with Calmness; but
before she‘spoke, he imagin'd who she meant, but wou'd not seem to
do so, but commanded her to lay aside her Mantle, and suffer her self
to receive his Caresses; or, by his Gods, he swore, that happy Man
whom she wes going to name shou'd die, though it were even Oroonoko
himself. Therefore (said he) deny this Marriage, and swear thy self a
Muaid. That (reply’d Imoinda) by all our Powers I do; for I am not yet
known to my Husband, "Tis enough (said the King); *#is enough to satisfie
both my Conscience, and my Heurt. And rising from hic Seat, he went,
and led her into the Bath; it being in vain for her to resist.

In this time the Prince, who was return’d from Huniing, went to visit
his Imoinda, but found her gone; and not only se, but heard she had
recelv'd the Royal Veil. This rais’d him to a Storm; and in his Madness,
they had much ado to save him from laying violent Hands on himself,
Faorce first prevail'd, and then Reason: They urg'd all to hins, that might
oppose his Rage; but nothing weigh'd so greatly with him as the King’s
Old Age uncapable of injuring him with Imoinda. He wou'd give way
to that Hope, because it pleas’d him most, and flatter'd best his Heart.

- Yet this serv'd not altogether to make him cease his different Passions,

which sometimes rag'd within him, and sometimes sofined into Show-
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s Twas not enough to appease him, to tell him, his Grand-father
wag old, and cou'd not that way injure him, while he retain’d that awful
Dty which the young Men arc us'd there to pay to their grave Rela-
tions. He cou’d not be convine'd he had no Cause to sigh and moum
for the Loss of a Mistress, he cou’d not with all his Strength and Cour-
age retiieve. And he wou'd often cry, O my Friends! were she itn wall'd
Cities, or confin'd from me in Fortifications of the greatest Strength; did
Inchantments or Monsters delain her from me, I wou'd venture through
qny Hazard to free her: But here, in the Arms of a feeble old Man, sy
Youth, my violent Love, my Trade in Arms, and all my vast Desire of
Glory, avail me nothing: Imoinda is as irrecoverably lost to me, as if she
were snatch’d by the cold Arms of Death: Oh! she is never to be retriev’d.
If I wou'd wait tedious Years, #ll Fate shou’d bow the old King to his
Crave; even that wou'd not leave me Imoinda free; but still that Custom
that makes it so vile a Crime for a Son to marry his Father's Wives or
Mistresses, wou'd hinder my Happiness; unless I wou'd either ignobly set
an ill President to my Suecessors, or abandon my Country, and fly with
her to some unknown World, who never heard our Story.

But it was objected to him, that his Case was not the same; for
Imoinda being his lawhil Wife, by solemn Contract, ‘twas he was the
injur'd Man, and r_rﬁ'gh—f,—i-‘-f_ﬁe so pleas'd, take Imoinda back, the Breach
of the Law being on his Grand-father’s side; and that if he cou'd cii-
cumvent hirn, and redeem her from the Qtan,? which is the Palace of
‘the King’s Women, a sort of Seraglio, it was both just and lawful for
hLimn so to do. ‘

This Reasoning had some force upon him, and he shiou'd have been
entirely comforted, but for the Thought that she was possess’d by his
Crand-father. However, he lov'd so well, that he was resolv’d to believe
whal most favour'd his Hope; and to endeavour to learn from Imoinda's
own Mouth, what only she cou'd satishe him In; whether she was
robb’'d of that Blessing, which was only due to his Faith and Love. But
as it was very hard to get a Sight of the Women, for no Men ever
enter'd into the Ctan, but when the King went fo entertain himself
with some one of his Wives, or Mistresses; and “twas Death at any other
time, for any other to go in; so he knew not how to contrive to get a
Sight of her.

While Oroonoko felt all the Agonies of Love, and suffer’'d under a
Torment the most painful in the World, the old King was not exempted
from his share of Affliction. He was troubl’d for having been forc’d by
an imesistable Passion, to rob his Son?® of a Treasure, he knew, cou'd
not but be extreamly dear to him, since she was the most beautiful that

2. Odan is 4 Fante word for “house or aparhment,” listed in dictionaries of ]. Berry (1960},
]. Delaney Russell {19103, and others. Behn's ofan has a]so been traced to the Turkish word
odet, “a toom in a seraglio,” and to the Pessian ofagh, “a tent or pavillion.”

3. le., grandson.
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ever had been seen; and had besides, all the Sweeiness and Innocence
of Youth and Modesty, with a Charm of Wit surpassing all. He found
that, however she was forc’d to expose her lovely Person to his wither'd
Arms, she cow’d only sigh and weep there, and think of Croonoke; and
oftentimes cou'd not forbear speaking of him, though her Life were, by
Custom, forfeited by owning her Passion. But she spoke not of a Lover
only, but of a Prince dear to him, to whom she spoke; and of the Praises
of a Man, who, till now, fill'd the cld Man’s Soul with Joy at every
Recital of his Bravery, or even his Name. And "twas this Dotage on our
young Hero, that gave Imoinda a thousand Privileges to speak of him,
without offending; and this Condescention in the old King, that made
her take the Satisfaction of speaking of him so very often.

Besides, he many times enquir'd how the Prince bore himself; and
those of whom he aslk’d, being entirely Slaves to the Merits and Vertues
of the Prince, still answer'd what they thought conduc’d best to his
Service; which was, to make the old King fancy that the Prince had no
more lnterest in Imoirda, and had resign’d her willingly to the Pleasure
of the King; that he diverted himself with his Mathematicians, his For-
tifications, his Officers, and his Hunting.

This pleas'd the old Lover, who [ail'd not to report these things again
to Imoinda, that she might, by the Example of her young Lover, with-
draw her Heart, and rest better contented in his Arms. But however she
was forc'd to receive this unwelcome News, in all Appearance, with
Unconcern, and Content, her Heart was bursting within, and she was
only happy when she cou’d get alone, to vent her Griefs and Moans
with Sighs and Tears.

What Reports of the Prince’s Conduct were made to the King, he
thought good to justifie as far as possibly he cou’d by his Actions; and
when he appear'd in the Presence of the King, he shew'd a Face not
at all betraying his Hearl: So that in a litle time the old Man, being
entirely convine’d that he was no longer a Lover of Imoinda, he carry’d
him with him, in his Train, to the Otan, often t¢ banquet with his
Mistress. But as soon as he enter'd, cne Day, into the Apartment of
Impinda, with the King, at the first Glance from her Eyes, notwithstand-
ing all his determin’d Resolution, he was ready to sink in the place
where he stood; and had certainly done so, but for the Support of

Aboan, = young Man, whe was next to him; which, with his Change
Loandion N Y

of Countenance, had betray’d him, had the King chanc’d to look that
way. And I have observ'd, lis = very great Error.in those, who ?'mgb
when one says, 4 Negro cam: chcmga Colour;

Trost feamtiful White, And ‘tis certain that both these Changes were

“evident, {his Day, in both these Lovers, And Imoinda, who saw with

some Joy the Change in the Prince’s Face, and found it in her own,
strove to divert the King from beholding el’cher, by a fore’d Caress, with

v [ have szen 'em as
Frequently lush, and look pale and that as visibly.as ever I saw in theq
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whith she met him; which was a new Wound in the Heart of the poor
dying Prince. But as scon as the King was busy'd in looking on some
fine thing of fmoinda’s making, she had time to tell the Prince with
her angry, but Love-darting Fyes, that she resented his Coldness, and
bemoan'd her own miserable Captivity. Nor were his Eyes silent, but
answer'd héTs agam, as much as Eyes cou’d do, instructed by the most
tender, and most passionate Heart that ever lov'd: And they spoke so
well, and so effectually, as Imoinda no longer doubted, but she was the
only Delight, and the Darling of that Sou! she found pleading in 'em
its Right of Love, which none was more willing to resign than she. And
"twas this powerful Tanguzge alene that in an Instant convey'd all the
Thoughts of their Souls to each other; that' they both found, there
wanted but Opportunity to make them both entirely happy. But when
he saw another Daar open'd by Onahal, a former old Wife of the
King’s, who now had Chazge of Tmoinda; and saw the Prospect of a
Bed of State made ready, with Sweets and Flowers for the Dalliance of
the King; who immediately led the trembling Victim from. his Sight,
into that prepar’d Repose; What Rage! what wild Frenzies seiz’d his
Heart! which forcing to keep within Bounds, and to suffer without
Neise, it became the more insuppertable, and rent his Soul with ten
thausand Pains. He was forc'd to retire, to vent his Groans; where he
fell down on a Carpet, and -lay struggling a leng time, znd only
breathing now and then,—O Imoindal When Onahal had finish'd her
necessary Affair within, shuiting the Door, she came forth to wait, till
the King call’d; and hearing some one sighing in the other Room, she
pass'd on, and found the Prince in that deplorable Condition, which
she thought needed her Aid; She gave him Cordials, but 41l in vain;
ti}l inding the natuze of his Disease, by his Sighs, and naming Imoinda.
She told him, he had not so much Cause as he imagin’d, to afflict
himself: for if he Inew the King so well as she did, he wou’d not lese
a Moment in Jealousie, and that she was confident that moinda bore,
at this Minute, part in his Affliction. Aboan was of the same Opinion;
and both together, perswaded him to re-assume his Courage; and all
sitting down on the Carpet, the Prince said so many cbliging things to
Cmahal, that he half perswaded her to be of his Party. And she promis'd
him, she wouw'd thus far comply with his just Desires, that she wou'd
let Tmoinda know how faithful he was, what he suffer’d, and what he
said.

This Discourse lasted till the King call'd, which gave Oroonoko a
certain Satisfaction; and with the Hope Onahal had made him con-
ceive, he assum’d a Laook as gay as “twas possible a Man in his Cireum-
stances cou’d do; and presently after, he wes call'd in with the rest who

4, So that.

Tue HisToRY OF THE ROYAL SLAVE 21

waited without. ‘The King commanded Musick to be brought, and sev-
eral of his young Wives and Mistresses came all together by his Corn-
mand, to dance before him; where Imoinda perform’d her Part with an
Air and Grace so passing all the rest, as her Beauty was above "em; and
receiv'd the Present, ordain'd as a Prize. The Prince was every Moment
more charm'd with the new Beauties and Graces he beheld in this fair
One: And while he gaz'd, and she danc’d, Onghul was retird to a
Window with Abean,

This Onahal, as 1 said, was one of the Cast-Mistresses of the old
King: and "twas these {now past their Beauty) that were made Guardi-
ans, or Governants® to the new, and the young Ones; and whose
Business it was, to teach them all those wanton Arts of Love, with which
they prevail'd and charm'd heretofore in their Tum; and who now
treated the trimmphing happy Ones with all the Severity, as to Liberty
and Freedom, that was pessible, in revenge of those Honours they rob
them of; envying them those Satisfactions, those Gallantiies and Pres-
ents, that were once made to themselves, while Youth and Beauty
lasted, and which they now saw pass regardless by, and were pay'd only
to the Bloomings. And certainly, nothing is more afflicting to a décay'd
Beauty, than to behold in it self declining Charms, that were once
ador'd; and to find those Caresses paid to new Beauties, to which once
she laid a Claim; to hear 'em whisper as she passes by, That once was
a delicate Woman. These abandon’d Ladies therefore endeavour fo re-
venge all the Despights,” and Decays of Time, on these flourishing

happy Ones, And “twas this Severily, that gave Croonoks a thousand "

Fears he shou'd never prevail with Onahal, to see Imoinda. But, as T3
said, she was now retir'd to 2 Window with Aboan. Vol

This young Man was not only one of the best Quality, but & Man
extreamly well made, and beautiful; and coming often to attend the.

King to the O#an, he had subdu'd the heart of the antiquated Onahal,-”- Y

which had not forgot how pleasant it was to be in Love: And though
she had some decays in her Face, she had rone in her Sense and Wit;
she was there agreeable still, even to Abcar’s Youth, so that he fcok
pleasure in entertaining her with Discourses of Love. He knew also,
that to malke his Court to these She-[ravourites, was the way to be great;
these being the Persons that do all Affairs and Business at Court. He
had also observ'd that she had given him Glances more tender and
inviting, than she had done to others of his Quality: And row, when
he saw that her Favour couw'd so absolutely oblige the Prince, he fail'd
not to sigh in her Ear, and to look with Eyes all soft upon her, aud
give her Hope that she had made some Impressions on his Heart. He

5. Female teachers or caretalers. st Le., cast-olf.
6. The first editions read “pass were regardless by.”
7, Insults.
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founid her pleas’d at this, and making a thousand Advances to him; but

the Ceremiony ending, and the King departing, broke up the Company
for that Day, and his Conversation.

Aboan fail’'d not that Night to tell the Prince of his Success, and how
edvantageous the Service of Onahal might be to his Amour with Im-
vinda. The Prince was averjoy'd with this good News, and besought
him, if it were possible, to caress her so, as to engage her entirely; which
he cow'd not fail to do, if he comply'd with her Desires: For then (said
the Prince) her Life lying at your Mercy, she must grant you the Request
you make in my Behalf. Aboan understood himy; and assur'd him, he
would make Love so effectually, that he wou'd defie the most expert
Mistress of the Art, to find out whether he dissembl'd #, or had it really.
And "twas with Impatience they waited the next Opportunity of going
to the Otan. :

The Wars came o, the Time of taking the Field approach’d, and
"was impossible for the Prince to delay his going at the Head of his
Army, to encounter the Enemy: So that every Day seem’d a tedious
Year, till hie saw his Imoinda; for he belisv'd he cou’d not live, if he
were fore’d away without being so happy. "Twas with Impatience there-

fare, that he expected the next Visit the King wou'd make; and, ac-- ‘

cording to his Wish, it was not long.

The Pasley of the Eyes of these two Lovers had not pasy'd so secretly,
but an old jealous Lover cow'd spy if; or rather, he wanted not Flatterers,
who told him, they observ'd it: So that the Prince was hasten'd to the
Camp, and this was the last Visit he found he shou’d make to the
Otan; he therefore urg'd Aboan to make the best of this last Edfort, and
to explain himself so to Onahal, that she, deferring her Enjoyment of
her young Lover no longer, might make way for the Prince to speak to
Tmoinda.

The whole Affair being agreed on between the Prince and Aboan,

they attended the King, as the Custom was, to the Otari; where, while,

the whole Gompany was faken up in beholding the Dancing, and an-
tek Postures the Women Royal made, to divert the King, Onahal
singl’d out Aboan, whom she found most pliable to her Wish. When
she had him where she believ'd she cou'd not be heard, she sigh'd to
him, and soffly cry’d, Ak, Aboanl When will you be sensible of my
Passion? I confess it with my Mouth, because I wou'd not give my Eyes
the Lye; and you have but foo much already perceiv'd they have confess'd
iy Flame: Nor wou'd I have you believe, that because I am the aban-
dor’d Mistress of a King, I esteern my self altogether divested of Charms.
No, Aboan; [ have s#ill a Rest of Beauty enough engaging, and have
learn’d to plaase too well, not to be desirable. I can have Lovers still, but
will have none but Aboan. Madam (reply’d the half-feigning Youth) you
have already, by my Evyes, found, you can still conguer; and I beliave 'tis
i pity of me, you condescend to this kind Confession. But, Madam,
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Words are us'd to be so small a part of our Country-Courtship, that *tis
rare ane can get so happy an Opportunity as to tell one's Heart; and
those few Minutes we have are fore'd to be snatch'd for move certain
Eroofs of Love, than speaking and sighing; and such T lunguish for.

He spoke this with such 2 Tone, that she hop'd it true, and cou'd
not forbear believing ity and being wholly transported with Joy, for hav-
ing subdu’'d the finest of all the King’s Subjects to her Desires, she took
from her Fars two large Pearls, and commanded him to wear “em in
his. He wor'd have refus'd 'em, crying, Madarm, these are not the Proofs
of your Love that I expect; *tis Opportunity, tis a Lone-hour only, that
can make me happy. But foreing the Pearls into his Hand, she whisper'd
softly to him, OR! Do not fear a Woman's Invention, when Love sels
her a-thinking. And pressing his Hand, she cry’d, This Night you shall
be happy. Come to the Gate of the Orange-Groves, belind the Otany
and I will be ready, about Mid-night, to receive you. "Twas thus agreed,
and she left him, that no notice might be taken of their speaking
together.

The Ladies were still dancing, and the King, laid on a Carpet, with
& great deal of pleasure, was beholding them, especially Imoinda; who
that Day appear’d more lovely than ever, being eniiven'd with the good
Tidings Onahal had brought her of the constent Passion the Prince
had for her. The Prince was laid on another Carpet, at the other end
of the Room, with his Eyes fix'd on the Object of his Soul; and as she
tur'd, or mov'd, so did they; and she alone gave his Dyes and Soul
their Motions: Nor did Imoinda employ her Eyes to any other Use,
than in beholding with infinite Pleasure the Joy she produc'd in those
of the Prince. But while she was mote regarding him, than the Steps
she toolk, she chane’d to fall; and so near him, as that leaping with
extream force from the Carpet, he caught her in his Arms as she fell;

-and ’fwas visible to the whole Presence, the Joy wherewith he receiv'd

lier: He clasp’d her close to his Bosom, and quite forgot that Reverence
that was due to the Mistress of a King, and that Punishment that is the
Reward of a Boldness of this nature; and had not the Presence of Mind
of Imoinda {fonder of his Safety, than her own) befriended him, in
maling her spring from his Amms, and fall into her Dance again, he

- had, at that Instant, met his Death; for the old King, jealous to the last

degree, 1ose up in Rage, broke all the Diversion, and led Imoinda to
her Apartment, and sent out Word to the Prince, to go immediately to
the Camp; and that if he were found another Night in Court, he shou'd
suffer the Death ordain’d for disobedient Cffenders.

You may imagine how welcome this News was to Qroonoko, whose
unseasonable Transport and Caress of Imofnda was blam’d by all Men
that lov'd him; and now he perceivid his Fault, yet c1y’d, That for such
another Moment, he wou'd be content fo die.

All the Otan was in disorder about this Accident; and Onahal was
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Jarticularly concern’d, because on the Prince’s Stay depended her Hap-
piness; for she cou'd no longer axpect that of Aboan, So that, &’er they
departed, they contriv'd it so, that the Prince and he show'd come both
thal Night to the Grove of the Otan, which was all of Oranges and
Citions; and that there they show'd wait her Orders,

"They parted thus, with Crief enough, ill Night; leaving the King in
possessiont of the lovely Maid, But nothing cou'd appease the Jealousie
of the old Lover: He wou'd not be impos'd on, but wou'd have it, that
Imoinda made a false Step on purpose to fall into Oroonokd’s Baosom,
and that all things look'd like a Design on both sides, and *twas in vain
she protested her Innacence; He was old and ‘obstinate, and left her
more than half assur'd that his Fear was true,

The King going to his Apartment, sent to know where the Pringe
was, and if he intended to obey his Command, The Messenger re-
turn'd, and told him, he found the Prince pensive, and altogether un-
prepaiing for the Campaign; that he lay negligently on the Ground,
and answer'd very little. This confirm’d the Jealousie of the King, and
he commanded that they show’d very narrowly and privately watch his
Motions; and that he shou'd nat stir from his Apartment, bul one Spy
or other show’d be employ'd to watch him: So that the Hour approach-
ing, wherein he was o go to the Citron-Grove; and taking only Aboan
along with him, he leaves his Apartment, and was wateh'd to the very
Gate of the Otan; where he-was seen to enter, and where they left him,

. to catry back the Tidings to the King.

Orooncko and Aboan were 1o sconer enter'd, but Onahal led the
Prince to the Apartiment of Imoinda; who, not knowing any thing of
her Happiness, was laid in Bed. But Onafial only left him in her Cham-
ber, to make the hest of his Opportunity, and took her dear Aboan to
her own; where he shew'd the heighth of Complaisance for his Prince,
wlhen, to give him an Opportunity, he suffer'd himself to be caresyd
in Bed by Onahal,

The Prince softly waken’d Imoinda, who was not a little surpriz’d
with Joy to find him there; and yet she trembl'd with 2 thousand Fears,
[ believe, he cmitted saying nothing to this young Maid, that might
penwade her to suffer him to seize his own, and fake the Rights of
Love; and I believe she was not long resisting those Arms, where she
so Jong'd & 6880 having Opportunity, Night and Silence, Youth,
Love and Desire, he soon prevail'd; and ravish’'d in a Moment, what
his old Grand-father had been endeavouring for so many Months.

"Tis not to be imagin'd the Satisfaction of these two young Lovers;
nor the Vows she made him, that she remair’d a spotless Maid, 11 that
Might; and that what she did with his Crand-father, had 1obb’d lim of
no part of her Vivgin-Honour, the Gods, in Mercy and Justice, having
reserv'd that for her plighted Lord, to whom of Right it belong'd, And

LIS L

‘tis impossible to express the Transperts he sufferd, while he lsten'd to
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a Diseourse so charming, from her lav'd Lips; :md clasp'd L'hat Body 1?
his Arms, for whom he had so long langnish’'d; and nothing 1110'\‘N la -
flicted him, but his suddain Departure from her; folrrh’e ?oh_i ‘161’1 :{mt
Necessity, and his Commands; but shou'd depart satisfy d in thlsf,ﬂ m_
since the old King had hitherto nct bgen able to dz::pl’lve 11111‘{ 0 Alolsc
Enjoyments which only belong'd to him, he be'hev d for the fulim;, -Ile
wou'd be less able to injure him; so that, abating the Scanda o .111?
Veil, which was no otherwise so, than that shelwas W}f; to zmo_hel._
He believ'd her safe, even in the Arms of the King, and innocent; yet
wor'd he have ventur'd at the Conquest of the W(lJr‘ld, and I1avelg\1)f§}1
it all, to have had her avoided that Honowr of receiving the {%oya : e:d
"Twas thus, betwéen a thousand Caresses, that both bemogm d 1.}1(3 har
Fate of Youth and Beauty, so liable to that cruel Pmm‘o;hon: T\nfas,zll
Glory that cou’d well have been spar’cll here, though desird, and aim'd
at by all the young Females of that ngdo,m. o T s
But while they were thus fondly employ'd, forgetting how I]m?im
on, and that the Dawn must conduct him far away frorm his on y apuf
piness, they heard a great Noise in the Gtan, and unusual V(?.I-C?S,Di
Men; at which the Prince, starting from the Arms of the frighted
Timoinda, ran to a little Battle-Ax he us'd to wear by his Side; and having

* not so much leisure, as to put on his Habit, he oppos’d himself against

some who were already opening the Door; which they did w#h. fci
much Viclence, that Oroonoko was not able to defend it; but was i‘mc}i d
to ery out with a commanding Voice, Whoever ye are that have }fze
Boldness to atternpt o approach this Apartment thus rudely, kmw{ ?;1.5',&
I, the Prince Orooncka, will revenge it with the certain Death 01" 511'11
that first enters: Therefore stand back, anél kr}gw, ,thzs blace is sacred to
his Night; to Morrow s the King's.
LO’]lf“elaisjge ﬁ;;l;oflceI Wiﬂf a Voice so resclv'd and ’ass:ur’d, that they soon
retir’d from the Door, but ery’d, "Tis, by thg King's CO?H?H([H‘C? weim;
come; and being satisfy’d by thy Voice, O Prince, as .mmh as if a;ei ha
enter'd, we can repoit to the King the Truth of czll_ffls Fears, cu:L' C(szze
thee to provide for thy own Safety, as thou art a'dms d by thy F riends. .
At these Words they departed, and Ieft the Prince to take a short an
sad Leave of his Imoinda; who trusting in the streng?ﬂi of her 'Chm::gls,
believ'd she show'd appease the Fury of a jealous ng,.by saying, ul&
was surpriz’d, and that it was by force of Arms he got into her Apcu,g
ment. Al her Concern now was for his Life, and J‘herefm:e she hast?qn .
him to the Camp; and with much a-do, prevail'd on him to golz 01I
was it she alone that prevail'd, Aboar and Cnahal both _pl:eadec, an'c
both assur'd him of 2 Liye that shou'd be well enough contriv d o seculz
Tmoinda. So that, at last, with a Heart sad as Death, dying Eyss, an
sighing Soul, Orconoko departed and took his way to the ‘(03@1%3. -
It was not long after the King in Person came to_the tar; W 1’1611(_
beholding Imoinda with Rage in his Eyes, he vpbraided her Wicked-
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nessand Perfidy, and threatning her Royal Lover, she fell on her Face
at his Feet, bedewing the Floor with her Tears, and imploring his
Pardon for a Fault which she had not with her Will committed; as
Oneahal, who was also prostrate with her, cou’d testifte: That, unknown
to het, he had broke into her Apartment, and ravish'd her. She spoke
this much against her Conscience; bui to save her own Life, "twas
absolutely necessary she shou'd feign this Falsity, She knew it cou'd
not injure the Prince, he being fled to an Army that wou'd stand by
him, against any Injuries that shouw’d assault him. However, this last
Thought of Imoinda’s being ravish’'d, chang'd the Measures of his Re-
venge; and whereas hefore he design’d to be himself her Executioner,
he now resolvid she shou'd not die. But as it is the greatest Crime in
nature arnongst "em to touch a Woman, after having been possess'd by
5 Son, { Father, or a B1 other; so Ecﬂ:ﬂ\h:}_}gok d on Imomg'a asa Eolhlt d
Gn_“dﬂson bccause she had receivd the Reyal Veil. He therefore Te-
moves her from the Otan, with Onahiel; whom he put into safe Hands,
with Order they s sh_ou]c].,be_baﬂr's’" 1d G, 45 Slaves, to another Country,

cﬂhm Chmstmn,.orﬂgaﬂwn twas no mattewhere

““This cruel Sentence, worse ree than ) Death, they 1mplm d, mlght be

vevers'd; but their Prayers were vain, and if was put in Execution ac-
cordingly, and that with so much Secrecy, that none, either without,
or within the Otan, knew any thing of their Absence, or their Destiny.

The old King, nevertheless, executed this with a great deal of Reluc-
taney; but he believ'd he had made a very great Conquest over himself,
when he had once resolv'd, and had perform’d what he resolv’d. He
believ'd now, that his Love had been unjust; and that he cou’d not
expect the Gods, or Captain of the Clouds {as they call the unknown
Power) shou'd suffer a better Consequence from so ili a Cause, He
now Degins o hold Oroonoko excus'd; and to say, he had Reason for
what he did: And now every Body cou’d assure the King, how passion-
ately Imoinda was belov'd by the Prince; even those confess’d it now,
who said the contrary before his Flame was abated. So that the King
being old, and not able to defend himself in War, and having no Sens
of all his Race remaining alive, but only this, to maintain him on his
Throne; and looking on this as a Man disoblig'd, first by the Rape of
his Mistress, or rather, Wile; and now by depriving of him wholly of
her, he fear’d, might make him desperate, and do some cruel thing,
efther to himself, or his old Grand{ather, the Offender; he began to
repent him extreamly of the Contempt he had, in his Rage, put on
Imoinda. Besides, he consider'd he ought in Honour to have kill'd her,

for this Offence, if it had been one: He ought to have had sc much’
Value and Consideration for a Maid of her Quality, as to have nobly
puL hel to death; and not to ] have sold her, hke 4, common_ Slave the'
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thousand times prefer Death, and implore it; as Imoinda did, but cou’d
not obtain that Honour. Seeing therefore it was certain that Orconoko
wou'd highly resent this Affront, he thought good to make some Excuse
for his Rashness to him; and to that End he sent 2 Messenger to the
Camyp, with Orders to freat with him about the Matter, to gain his
Pardon, and to endeavour to mitigate his Grief; but that by no means
he show'd tell him, she was sold, but secrétly put to death; for he knew
he show’d never obtain his Pardon for the other,

When the Messenger came, he found the Prince upon the point of
Engaging with the Enemy; bui as soon as he heard of the Arrival of
the Messenger, he commanded him to his Tent, where he embrac’d
him, and receiv’d him with Joy; which was soon abated, by the down-
cast Looks of the Messenger, who was instantly demanded the Cause
by Oroonoko, who, impatient of Delay, ask’d a thousand Questions in
a Breath; and all concerning Imoinda: But thers needed little Returm,
for he cowd almost answer himself of all he demanded, from his Sighs
and Fyes. At last, the Messenger casting himself at the Prince’s feet,
and kissing them, with all the Submission of 2 Man that had somethingf.\ &f; ,ﬁ
to implore which he dreaded to utter, he besought him to hear with 2,
Calmness what he had to deliver to him, and to call up all his noble .2
and Heroick Courage, to encounter with his Words, and defend himself/LM '
against the ungrateful® things he must relate. Orooroko reply'd, with a e
deep Sigh, and a languishing voice,~I am arm’d against their warst b &
Efforts —; for I know they will tell me, Imoinda is no more —; and §, \tg\" -
after that, you may spare the rest, Then, commanding him to rise, he®
laid himself on a Carpet, under a rich Pavillion, and remain’d a good §
while silent, and was hardly heard to sigh. When he was come a litle %
to himself, the Messenger ask’d him leave to deliver that part of hm\r o 0\
Embassy, which the Prince had ot yet divin'd: And the Prince cry'd, N
I permit thee—. Then he told him the Affliction the old King was in, ="
for the Rashness he had committed in his Cruelty to Imoinda; and how
he deign’d to ask Pardon for his Offence, and to implore the Prince
wou'd not suffer that Loss to touch his Heart too sensibly, which now
all the Gods cou'd not restore him, but might recompence him in
Gloty, which he begg'd he wou'd pursue; and that Death, that common
Revenger of all Injuries, wou'd’scon even the Account between him,
and a feeble old Man.

Orooncke bad him return his Duly to his Lord and Master; and to
assure him, there was no Account of Revenge to be adjusted between
them; if there were, "twas he was the Aggressor, and that Death wou'd
be just, and, maugre® his Age, wou'd sec him righted; and he was
contented to leave his Share of Glory to Youths more fortunate, and

.

8. Qffensive,
9. In spite of. Oroonoko is saying that he will die first.
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warthy of that Favour from the Gods. That henceforth he wou'd never
lift a Weapen, or draw a Bow; but abandon the small Remains of his
Life to Sighs and Tears, and the continual Thoughts of what his Lord
and Grandfather had thought good te send out of the Warld, with ali
that Youth, that Innocence, and Beauty.

After having spoken this, whatever his greatest Officers, and Men of
~yo% the best Rank cou’d do, they cow’d not raise him from the Carpet, or
perswade him to Action, and Resclutions of Life; but commanding all
o retire, he shut himself into his Pavillion all that Day, while the

\! Enemy was ready to engage; and wondring at the Delay, the whole

€1 Body of the chief of the Army then address’d themselves to him, and

“to whom they had much a-do to get Admitiance. They.fell on their

¢ JFaces at the Fool of his Carpet; where they lay, and besought him with
carncst Prayers and Tears, to lead "em forth to Battel, and not let the

Enemy take Advantages of them; and lmplor'd him to have regard to -

his Glory, and to the World, that depended on his Courage and Con-
duct. But he made no other Reply to all their Supplications but this,
That he lad now no more Business for Glory; and for the World, it
was a Trifle not worth his Care. Go, (continu’d he, sighing) and divide
it amongst you; and reap with Joy what you so vainky prize, and leave
me lo my more welcoms Destiny. ]

They then demanded what-they showd do, and whom he we'd
constitute in his Room, that the Confusion of ambitious Youth and
Power might not ruin their Qrder, and make them a Prey to the Enemy.
He reply'd, He wou'd not give himsell the Trouble—; but wisk’d 'em
to chuse the bravest Man amongst "emn, let his Quality of Birth be what
it wou'd: For, O my Friends! (said he) # is not Titles make Men brave,
or good; or Birth that Lestows Courage and Generosity, or makes the
Owner happy. Believe this, when vou beheld Orooncko, the most
wretched, end abandon’d by Fortune, of all the Creation of the Gods.
So turning himself about, he wou'd make no more Reply to all they
cou’d urge or implore. -

The Armmy beholding their Officers return unsuccessful, with sad
Faces, and ominous Looks, that presag'd no good Luck, suffer'd a thou-
sand Fears to take Possession of their Hearts, and the Enemy to come
even upon ‘ein, before they wou'd provide for their Safety, by any De-
tence; and though they were assur'd by some, who had a mind to
animate ‘em, that they shou'd be immediately headed by the Prince,
and that in the mean time Aboan had Qrders to command as General;
yet they were so dismay’d for want of that great Bxample of Bravery,
that they cou’d make but a very feeble Resistance; and at last, down-
tight, #ed before the Enemy, whe pursu'd "em to the very Tents, killing
‘em: Nor cou'd all Aboan’s Courage, which that Day gain’d him im-
mortal Glozry, shame ‘em into a Manly Defence of themselves. The
Guards that were left behind, about the Prince’s Tent, seeing the Sol-
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diers flee before the Enemy, and scatter themselves all over the Plain,
in great Disorder, made such Outcries as rouz’d the Prince from his
amorous Slumber, in which he had remain'd bury'd for two Days,
without permitting any Sustenance to approach him: But, in spite of
all his Resolutions, he had not the Constancy of Grief to that Degree,
as fo make him insensible of the Danger of his Army; and in that Instant
he leap’d from his Couch, and cry'd,—Corne, if we must die, let us meet
Death the noblest Way; and "twill be more like Oroonoko fo encounter
him at an Army's Head, opposing the Torrent of a conquering Foe, than
lazily, on a Couch, to wait his lingering Fleasure, and die every Moment
by a thousand wrecking' Thoughts; or be tamely taken by an Enemy,
and led @ whining, Love-sick Slave, to adorn the Triumphs of Jamoan,
that young Victor, who already 75 enter’d beyond the Limits I had pre-
scrib’'d him.

While he was speaking, he suffer'd his People to dress him for the
Field; and sallying out of his Pavillion, with more Life and Vigour in
his Countenance than ever he shew'd, he appear'd like some Divine
Power descended to save his Country from Destruction; and his People
had purposely put on him? all things that might make him shine with
most Splendar, o strike a reverend Awe into the Beholders. He flew
into the thickest of those that were pursuing his Men; and being ani-
mated with Despair, he fought as if he came on purpose to die, and
did such things as will not be believ'd that Humane Strength con'd
perform; and such as soon inspir'd all the rest with new Courage, and
new Order: And now it was, that they began to fight indeed; and so, as
if they wou'd not be out-done, even by their ador'd Hero; who tarning
the Tide of the Victery, changing absolutely the Fate of the Day, gain'd
an entire Conquest; and Groonoko having the good Fortune to single
oul, Jumoan dhe took him Prisoner with his own Hand, having wounded
him almost to death.

This Jamean alterwards became very dear to him, being a Man very
gallant, and of excellent Graces, and fine Parts; so that he never put
him amongst the Rank of Captives, as they us'd to do, without distine-
tion, for the common Sale, or Market; but kept him in his own Cout,
where he retain’d nothing of the Prisoner, but the Name, and return’d
no more into his own Country, so great an Affection he took for Oroen-
cko; and by a thousand Tales and Adveniures of Love and Gallantry,

" flatter’d? his Disease of Melancholy and Languishment; which T have

often heard him say, had certainly kill’d him, but for the Conversation
of this Prince and Aboan, and the French Governor he had from his
Childhood, of whom I have spoken before, and who was a Man of
admirable Wit, great Ingenuity and Learning; all which he had infus'd

1. Racling {substituted in the next editions].
2. All four seventeenth-century editions read “put him on.”
3, Soothed.

f
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intd his young Pupil. This French-Man was banish’d out of his own
Country, for some Heretical Notons he held; and though he was a
Man of very little Religion, he had admirable Morals, and a brave Soul,

After the total Defeat of Jamoan's Army, which all fled, or wers left
dead upon the Flace, they spent some time in the Camp; Orconoko
chusing rather to' remain a while there in his Tents, than enter into a
Place, or live in a Court where he had so lately sutfer’d so great a Loss.
The Officers therefore, who saw and knew his Cause of Discontent,
invented all sorts of Diversions and Sports, to enteriain their Prince: So
that what with those Amuzermnents abroad, and others at home, that is,
within their Tents, with the Perswasions, Arguments and Care of his
Friends and Servants that he more peculiatly priz’d, he wore off in time
a great part of that Shagrien,* and Torture .of Despair, which the first
Etforts of Imoinda's Death had given him: Insomuch as having receiv’d
a thousand kind Embassies from the King, and Invitations to return to
Court, he obey'd, though with no litle Reluctaney; and when he did
so, there was a visible Change in him, and for a long time he was
much more melanchely than before. But Time lessens all Extreams,
and reduces 'em to Mediums and Unconcern; but no Motives or Beau-
ties, though all endeaveur'd it, cou'd engage him in any soxt of Amou,
though he had all the Invitations to it, beth from his own Youth, and
others Ambitions and Designs:

Oroonoks was no sooner return’d from this last Conquest, and re-
ceiv'd at Court with 2ll the Joy and Magnificence that cou'd be ex-

b»;{,v,f?r’) press’d to a young Victor, who was not only return’d triumphant, but
0 belev'd like a Deity, when there arriv'd in the Port an English Ship,

k= 5. #"  This Person® had often before been in these Coimtries, and was very
(¢ well known to Oroonoke, with whom he had traffick'd for Slaves, and
C Ty Chatisd oo e sAme with his Predecessors.

. T THIE Commander was a Man of 4 fmer sort of Address, and Con-
versation, better bred, and more engaging, than most of that sort of
Men are; so that he seem'd rather never to have been bred out of a
Court, than almost all his Life at Sea, This Captain therefore was slways
better receiv’d at Court, than most of the Traders to those Gountries
were; and especially by Orconoko, who was more civiliz’d, according
to the European_Mode, than any other had been, and took more
it in the White Nations; and, above 211, Men of Parts and Wit
[ T.E;_E,In‘sﬁ@ggtgmji sold abundariggm% and for the Favour
\@,UEJ‘\_,L-»' and Hsteermn he had ¥57 Him, made him many Fresents, and oblig'd him
PN to stay at Court as long as possibly he cou’d. Which the Captain seem’d
it \(: to take as a very great Honour done him, entertaining the Prince every
& Day with Globes and Maps, and Mathematical Discourses and Instru-

4, Mot just chagrin but melancholy.
5. The ship's captain.
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ments; eating, drinking, hunting and living with him with so much
Familiarity, that it was not to be doubted, but he had gain’d very greatly
upon the Heart of this gallant young Man, And the Captain, in Return
of all these mighty Favours, besought the Prince to honour his Vessel
with Lis Presence, some Day or other, to Dinner, before he shou'd set
Sail; which he condescended to accept, and appointed his Day. The
Captain, on his part, fail'd not to have all things in a Readiness, in the
most magnificent Order he cou'd possibly: And the Day being come,
the Caplain, in his Boat, richly adom'd with Carpets and Velvet-
Cushions, row'd to the shore to receive the Prince; with another Long-
Beat, where was plac’d all his Musick and Trumpsts, with which
Oroonoka was extreamly delighted; who met him on the shore, attended
by his French Governor, Jamoun, Aboan, and about an hundred of the
noblest of the Youths of the Court: And after they had first carry'd the
Trince on Board, the Boais fetch’d the rest off; where they found a very
splendid Treat, with all soris of fine Wines; and were a5 well entertain’d,
as “bwas possible in such a place to be.

The Prince having drunk hard of Punch, and several Sorts of Wine,
as did all the rest (for great Care was taken, they shou’d want nothing
of that part of the Entertainment} was very mery, and in great Admi-
ration of the Ship, for he liad never been in one before; so that he was
curious of beholding every place, where he decently might descend.

The rest, no less curious, who were not quite overcome with Dirnking, )
rarmbl’d at their pleasure Fore and Aff, as their Fancies guided 'em: So <

that the Captain, who had well laid his Design before, gave the Word,

and seiz’d on all his Guests; they clapping great Irons suddenly on the’

Prince, when he was leap'd down in the Hold, tu view that part of the

o
Vessel, and locking him fast down, secur’d him. The same Treachery‘.‘-“ﬂ%v" E__ '

was us'd to all the rest; and all in one Instant, in several places of the
Ship, were lash'd fast in Irons, and betray'd to Slavery. That great De-
sign over, they set all Flands to work to haise® Sail; and with as treach-
erous and fair a Wind, they made from the Shore with this innocent
and glorious Prize, who thought of nothing less than such an Hnter-

tainment.- -

Some have commended this Act, as brave, in the Captain; but [ will
spare my sense of it, and leave it to my Reader, to judge as he pleases.
vt easly saesd T+ what marmet the Prince resenited s
Indignity, who may be best resembl’d to a Lion taken in a Toil; so he
rag’d, so he struggl’d for Liberty, but [l in vain; and they had so wisely

manag'd his Fetters, that he cou’d not use 2 Hand in his Defence, to
quit himself of a Life that wou'd by no Means endure Slavery; nor

6. Heist. The abduction and enslavement of Africans who visited on board ships or traveled as
pawns or passengers is recoyded with disapproval in many early reports, official and unafhcial,
{f never on this scale. Victms of high rank were somefimes ransomed or reluuned to avoid
retaliation and the closing of trade.
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cou'd he move from the Place, where he was ty'd,-to any solid part of
the Ship, against which he might have beat his Fead, and have finish'd
his Disgrace that way: So that being deprivid of all other means, Le
resolved to perish for want of Food: And pleased at last with that
Thought, and toil'd and tired by Rage and Indignation, be laid himself
down, and sullenly resolved upon dying, and refused all things that
were brovght him.

This did not a2 litfle vex the Captain, and the more so, because, he
found almost all of "em of the same Huamour; so that the loss of so
many brave Slaves, so tall and goodly to behold, wou'd Lave been very
considerable: He therefore orderd one to go from him (for he wou'd
not be seen himself) to Qrooncks, and to assure him he was afflicted
for having rashly done so unhospitable a Deed, and which cou’d not
he now remedied, since they were far from shore; but since he resented
it in s high a mature, he assur'd him he wou'd revoke his Resolution,
and set both hirn and his Friends a-shore on the next Land they shou'd

touch aty and of this the Messenger gave him his Oath, provid'd he-

wou'd resolve 1o live: And Oroonoko, whose Honour was such as he
never had violated a Word in his Life himself, much less 2 solermn
Asseveration, believ'd in an instant what this Man said, but reply'd, He
expected for a Confirmation of this, to have his shameful Fetters dis-
miss'd. This Demand was carried to the Captain, who retun’d him
answer, That the Offence had been so great which he had put upon
the Prince, that he durst not trust him with Libesty while he remained
in the Ship, for feat lest by a Valour natural to him, and a Revenge
that would animate that Valour, he might commit some Ouirage fatal
to himself and the King his Master, to whom his Vessel did belong. To
this Croonoke replied, he would engage his Honour to behave himself
in all fiendly Order and Manner, and cbey the Command of the
Captain, as he was Lord of the King's Vessel, and Ceneral of those
Men under his Command.

This was deliver’d to the still doubting Captain, who could not re-
solve to trust a Heathen, he said, upon his Parole,” 2 Man that had no
Sense or notion of the God that he Worshipp’d. Oroonoko then replied,
He was very sorry to hiear that the Captain pretended to the Knowledge
and Worship of any Gods, who had taught him no better Principles,
than not to Credit as he would be Credited: but they told him the
Difference of their Faith occasion’d that Distrust: For the Captain had
protested o him upon the Word of a Christian, and sworn in the Name
of a Great G O D; which if he shou’d violate, he would expect eternal
Torment in the World to come. Is that all the Obligation he has fo be
Just to his Oath? replied Oroonoka. Let him know I Swear by my Hon-
our, whick 1o violate, wou'd not only render me contemptible and de-

7. Ward of honor,
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spised by all brave and honest Men, and so give my self perpetual pain,
But #t wou'd be eternally offending and diseasing alf Mankind, harming,

Dbetraying, cireumventing and outraging all Men; but Punishments here-
after are suffer'd bv ones self; and the World takes no cogmizances

whether this God hdve revenged ‘em, o o, 'tis done so seeretly, and

ously in Fis Fame, which is more valuable than Life; I sheak not this
o move Delief, but fo shew you how you mistake, when you imagine,
That he who will violate his Honour, will keep his Word with his Cods.
So turning from him with a disdainful smile, he refused to answer him,
when he urg'd him to know what Answer he shou'd camry back to his
Captain; so that he departed without saying any more.
The Captain pondering and consulting what to do, it was concluded
that nothing bt Oraonoke’s Liberty wou'd encourage any of the rest to
cat, except the French-man, whom the Captain cou’d not pretend to

"+ keep Prisorier, but only told him he was secured because he might act

something in favour of the Prince, but that he shou'd be freed as soon
as they came to Land. Sc that 'they concluded it wholly necessary to
free the Prince from his Trons, that he might show himself to the rest;
that they might have zn Eye upon him, and that they cou'd ot fear a
single Man. '

This being resalv’d, to make the Obligation the greater, the Captain
himself went to Oroonelo; where, after many Compliments, and As-
surances of what he had already promis'd, he recefving from the Prince
his Parole, and his Hand, for his good Behaviour, dismiss’d his Irons,
and brought him to his own Cabin; whsre, after having treated and
repos’d him a while, for he had neither eat® nor slept in four Days
before, he besought him to visit those obstinate People in Chains, who
refus’d all manner of Sustenance, and intreated him to oblige “em 1o
eat, and assure ‘em of their Liberty the fust Opportunity.

Oroonoko, who was too generous, not to give Credit to his Words,
shew'd Limself to his People, who were transported with Exeess of Joy
at the sight of their Darling Prince; falling at his Feet, and kissing and
embrazing "em; believing, as some Divine Oracle, all he assured ‘em,
But he besought e to bear their Chaing with that Bravery that became
those whom he had seen act 5o nobly in Arms; and that they cow’d nat
give him greater Praofs of their Love and Friendship, since "twas all
the Security the Captain (his Friend) cou’d have, against the Revenge,
he said, they might possibly justly take, for the Injuries sustain'd by
him. And they all, with one Accord, assur'd him, they cou’d not suffer
cnicugh, when it was for his Repose and Salety.

After this they no longer refus'd to eat, but took what was brought

8. The past form of eat. -

e i bt P O e iy v et -
deferr'd so long: While the Man of no Hanour, suffers eveiy moment the
scorn and contempt of the hoiester World, and digs eyery day Ignomm-
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“errt, and were pleas'd with their Captivity, since by it they hop'd to
redeem the Prince, who, all the rest of the Voyage, was treated with all
the Respect.due to his Birth, though nething cou'd divert his Melan-
choly; and he wou'd often sigh for Imoinda, and think this a Punish-
ment duc to his Misfortune, in having left that noble Maid behind
him, that fatal Night, in the Otan, when he fled to the Camp.

Possess'd with a thousand Thoughis of past Joys with this fair young
Person, and a thousand Griefs for her eternal Loss, he endur'd a tedicus
Voyage, and at last amivid at the Moutl of the River of Surinam, a
Colany belonging to tie King of England, and where they were to

Heliver some part of their Slaves. | 1ete tie Werchants and Gentlemen of
the Country going on Board, to demand those Lofts of Slaves they had al-

% ready agreed on; and, amonggst those, the Overseers of those Plantations
where I then chanc'd to be, the Captain, who had given the Word, or-

“der'dhis Men to bring up those noble Slaves in Fetters, whom I have spo-
ken of; and having put 'em, some’in one, and some in other Lots, with
Women and Children (which they call Pickaninies®}, they sold "em off, as
Slaves, to several Merchants and Gentlemen; not putting any two in one
Lot, because they wou'd separate ‘em far from each other; not daring to
trust ’em together, lest Rage and Courage show’d put ‘em upon con-
triving some great Acticn, to the Ruin of the Colony.

Oroonoko was first seiz’d on, and sold to our Over-seer, who had the
first Liot, with seventeen more of all sorls and sizes, but not one of
Quality with him. When he saw this, he found what they meant; for,
as 1 said, Mwl pretty well; and being wholly unarm’d
and defenceless, so as it was in vam lo make any Resistance, he only
beheld the Captain with a Look all fierce and disdainful, upbraiding
him with Eyes, that forc'd Blushes on his guilty Cheeks, he enly ery’d,
in passing over the Side of the Ship, Farewel, Sir: "Tis worth my Suf-
fering, to gain so true a Knowledge both of you, and of your Gods by
whom you swear. And desiring those that held him to forbear their pains,
and telling 'em he wou'd make no Resistance, he cry'd, Come, my.

Fellow-Slaves; let us descend, and see if we can meet with more Honpue.—

Pamrmtere

WWMWQ%@E%SO Le nimbly leap’d
— o the Boat, and shewing no more Concemn, sufferd himself to be
row’d up the River, with his seventeen Companicns.

The Gentleman that bought him was a young Comish Gentleman,
whose Name was Trefry; a Man of great Wit, and fine Learning, and

was carry’d into those Parts by the Lord ————- Governor,! to manage

9. P[Eobably from the Portuguese pequenino, "very little™; applied to slave children under the age
of ten,

L. Francis, Lord Willoughby of Parham, restored by royal grant to his tifle as coproprietor of
Surinaw (and also gavemor of Barbados and the Caribbee Islands) in June 1663. Johin Trefry
was his plantation overseer.

Tue History oF THE ROYAL SLAVE 35

all his Affairs, He reflecting on the last Words of Oroonoko to the
Captain, and beholding the Richness of his Vest,? no sooner came
into the Boat, but he iw'd his Eyes on him; and finding something
so extraordinary in his Face, his Shape and Mien, a Greatness of
Look, and Haughtiness in his Alr, and finding he spoke English, had
a great mind to be enquiring into his Quality and Forlune; which,
though Orooncko endeavourd to hide, by only confessing he was
above the Rank of common Slaves, Trefry scon foumd he was yet
something greater than he confess’'d; and from that Moment began to
conceive so vast an Hsteem for him, that he ever after lov'd him
as his dearest Brother, and shew'd him all the Civilities due to so great
a Man.

Trefry was a very good Mathematician, and a Linguist; cou’d speak
French and Spanish; and in the three Days they remain'd in the Boat
(for s long were they going from the Ship, to the Plantation) he en-
tertain’d Oroonoko so agreesbly with his Art and Discourse, that he was
no less pleas’d with Trafry, than he was with the Prince; and he thought
hirnself, at least, fortunate in this, that since he was a Slave, as long as
he wouw'd suffer himself to remain so, he had a Man of so excellent
Wit and Parts for a Master: So that before they had finish'd their Voyage

up the River, he made no scruple of declaring to Trefry all his Farfunes,,

and most pait of what T have here related, and put himself wholly into
e Hands of Ais fiew Priend, whom he found resenting all the Injuries
were done him, and was charm’d with all the Greatness of his Actions;
which were recited with that Modesty, and delicate Sense, as wholly
vanquish'd him, and subdw’d him to his Interest. And he promis'd him
on his Word and Henour, he wou'd find the Means to reconduct him
to his own Country again: assuring him, he had a perfect Abhorrence
of so dishonourable an Action; and that he wou'd sconer have dy'd,
than have been the Author of such a Perfidy. He found the Prince was
very much concern’d to know what became of his Fricads, and how
they took their Slavery; and Trefry promis'd io take care about the en-
quiring after their Condition, and that he shou’d have an Account of
em.

Though, as Oroonoko afterwards said, he had little Reason to credit
the Words of a Backearary,® vet he knew not why; but he saw a kind
of Sincerity, and awful Truth in the Face of Trefiy; he saw an Honesty
in his Eyes, and he found him wise and witly enough to understand
Honour; for it was one of his Maxims, A Man of Wit cou’'d not bs a
Knave or Villain.

2. An outer gayment or robe.

3, White person or master; a variant of backra or buckra, from an Tbo or Efik word transported
with the slaves to Surinam and the Caribbean, Cf. “Baccararoes or White Folks” (Greut Newes
from the Barbadoes, 1676).
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It their passage up the River* they put in at several Houses for
Refreshment; and ever when they landed, numbers of People wou'd
flock to behold this Man; not but their Eyes were daily entertain’d with
the sight of Slaves, but the Fame of Oroonoko was gone before him,
and all People were in Admiration of his Beauiy. Besides, he kad 2 rich
Habit on, in which he was taken, so different from the rest, and which
the Captain cou’d not skip him of, becanse he was forc’d to surprize
his Person in the Minute he sold him. When he found his Habit made
him liable, as he thought, to be gaz'd at the more, he begg'd Trefiy to
give him something more befitting a Slave; which he did, and took off
his Robes. Nevertheless, he shone through all; and his Oserbrigs (a sort
of brown Holland® Suit he had on) cou'd not conceal the Craces of
his Looks and Mien; and he had no less Admirers, than when he had

his dazziing Habit on: The Rayal Youth appeard in spite of the Slave, |

and People cow’d not help freatitpiiim after a diffatent manner, with
out designing it: As soon as they approach’d him, they venerated and
esteern’d him; his Eyes insensibly commanded Respect, and his Be-
haviour insinuated it into every Soul. So that there was nothing talk'd
of but this young and gallant Slave, even by those who yet knew net
that ke was 2 Prince. A

i

Fought to tell you, that the Cliristians never buy any Slaves but they
give ‘em some Name of their own, their native ones being likely very
barbazous, and hard to pronounce; so that Mr. Trefry gave Oroonoko
that of Caesar;® which Name will live in that Country as long as that
{scarce more} glorious one of the great Roman; for 'tis most evident,
he wanted” no part of the Personal Courage of that Cuesar, and acted
things as memorable, had they been done in some part of thé World

“replenishd with People, and Historians, tiial might have given hum his
A, BEl Hiy NiTsorTTE Was, to fall in a5 obscure World, that afforded
only a Female Pen to celebrate his Fame; though [ doubt not but it

"~ had 17 Trotit 5tHers Endeavours, if the Duich, who, immediately after

his Time, took that Country,® had not kill'd, banish’d and dispers'd all
those that were capable of giving the World this great Man’s Life, nuch

I, better than [ have done. And Mr. Trefry, who design'd it, dy'd before

“he began it; and bernoan’d himself for not having undertook it in Hme.

- The journey up the plantation-lined Surinam River can be traced on the 1667 map {see p,
71}, which bears the lsgend “Very bad traveling from ane plantation to another without boats.”

- Coarse eotton or linen (also called osnaburg after a German cloth-manunfactaring town)
which was studard-issue slave clothing through the eighteenth century,

- Sucli classical names 23 Pompey and Seipio, or even Gupid or Apollo, were Frequently given

to staves, Julius Caesar was famned a3 both 2 milifary and a pelitical leader, sometimes portrayed

as a strong ruler who acted for the people but who was botrayed by membess of the oligarchy.

JLi'eh]n éegularly referred to both Charles IT and James II as “Caesar” in celebraiory poems.
acled.

- In 1667 the Duteh attacked and conquered Surinam, and Fngland ceded i by the Treaty of

Bredd in exchange sor Now YoRE
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For the future therefore, 1 must call Groonoke, Caesar, since by that
Name only he was known in our Western World, and by that Name
he was receiv'd on Shore at Parham-House, where he was destind a
Slave. But if the King himself (Cod bless him) had come a-shore, there
cou'd not have been greater Expectations by all the who]c? Plantation,
and those neighbouring ones, than was on ous ai that tme; a_nd he
was teceiv'd more like a Governor, than 2 Slave. Notwithstanding, as
the Custom was, they assign’d him his Portion of Land, his House, and
his Business, up in the Plantation. But as it was more for Forn, than
any Design, to put him to his Task, he endurd no more of the Slave
but the Name, and remain’d some Days in the House, Tecetving all

“VistGs fhat were made Tuim, without stirring towards that part of the
Plantation where the Negroes were. _

Atlast, he wou'd needs go view his Land, his House, and the Business
assign’d him. But he no sconer came to the Houses of the Slaves, which
are like a litde Town by it self, the Negroes all having left Work, but

they all came forth to behold him, and found he was that Prince who

had, at several times, sold most of 'em %o these Parts; and, from a

“Vénerabon they pay & greal WIEH, sspecilly i they know ‘em, and
from the Surprize 2nd Awe they had at the sight of him, they all cast
themselves at his Feet, crying out, in their Language, Live, O I.Cn.lg!
Long Live, O King! And kissing hiy Feet, paid him even Divine
Homage.

Several English Gentlemen were with him; and what Mr. Trefry had
told ’em, was here confirm’d; of which he himself before had no othe‘zr
Witness than Caesar himself But he was infinitely glad to fmd his
Grandure confirmy’d by the Adoration of all the Slaves.

Caesar traubl'd with their OverJoy, and Over-Ceremeny, besought
"ern to zise, and to receive him as their Fellow-Slave; assuring them, he
was no better. At which they set up with one Accord a most terrible
and hidious Mourning and condoling, which he and the English had
much a-do Lo appeass; but at last they prevail'd wiﬂ‘_l ’em, and ﬂu?y
prepar’d all their barbarous Musick, and every one kill'd and dress'd
something of his own Stock (for every Family has their Land apart, on
which, at their leisure-times they breed all eatable things); and clubbing
Iiogether,? made a most magnificent Supper, invitiig their Grandee!
Captain, their Prince, fo honour it with his Presence; whic]_h he did,
and several English with him; where they all waited on him, some
playing, others dancing before him all the time, according to the Man-
ners of their several Nations; and with unwearled Industry, endeavotir-
ing to please and delight him.

9. Contribuling jointly. 'ﬂﬂ.'c slavey’ private plots (enabling them ko feed themselves) and cor-
munal festivities with music are noted by many observers. )

1. Not simply fractursd English; originally a Spanish nobleman of the highest rank, the name
war applied to any man of eminence, including planters and merchants.
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Vhile they sat at Meat Mr. Trefry told Cazsar, that most of these

\ him, she whom he spoke of last Night liv'd there retir’d. Bui, says he,
o Le-young Slayves were undone in Love, with a fine she-Siave, whom they

T would not wish you to appreach, for, [ am sure, you will be in Love a5

" had’had about Six Months on their Land; the Prince, who never heard
the Name of Love without a Sigh, nor any mention of it without the
Curissity of examining further into that tale, which of all Discourses
was most agreeable to him, asked, how they came to be so Unhappy,
as to be all undone for cne fair Slave? Trefry, who was naturally Am-
orous, and lov'd to talk of Love as well as any body, proceeded to tell
him, they had the most charming Black that ever was beheld on their
Plantation, about Fifteen or Sixteen Years ¢ld, as he guess'd; that, for
his part, he had dene nothing but Sigh for her ever since she came;
and that all the white Beautys he had seen, never charm’d him so

absolutely ag this fine Creatare Gad done; and that no Man, of any
Nation, ever beheld "hér Hiat did not fall i Love with her; and that
“iFe Rad all the Slaves perpetually at her Feet; and the whole Country
resounded with the Fame offClemene,pfor 50, said he, we have Chri-
stned her: But she denys us'all With such a noble Disdain, that 'tis a
Miracle to see, that she, who can give such eternal Desires, shouw'd
heself be all Ice, and all Unconcern. She is adorn’d with the most
Graceful Modesty that ever beautifyed Youth; the softest Sigher—that,

soon as you behold her. Gaesar assur’d him, he was proof against all the
Charms of that Sex; and that if he imagin'd his Heart cou’d be so
perfidious to Love again, after Imoinde, he believ'd he shou'd tear it
from his Bosom: They had no sooner spoke, but a little shock Deg,
that Clemene had presenzed® her, which she took great Delight in, ran
out; and she, not knowing any body was there, ran to get it in again,
and bolted out o those who were just Speaking of her: When seeing
them, she wou'd have run in again; but Trefry caught her by the Hand,
and cry'd, Clemens, however you fly a Lover, you ought lo pay some
Respect to this Strenger (pointing to Caesar). But she, as if she had
resolv'd never to raise her Eyes to fhe Face of a Man again, bent "em
thie more o the Earth, when he spoke, and gave the Prince the leisure
to look the more at her. There needed no long Gazing, ar Consider-
ation, to examin who this fair Creature was; he soon saw Imoinda all
over her; in a Minute he saw her Face, her Shape, her Air, her Modesty,
and all that call’d forth his Soul with Joy at his Eyes, and left his Body
destitute of almost Life; it stood without Motion, and, for a Minute,
knew not that it had a Being; and, I believe, he had never come to

:
himself, so opprest he was with overJoy, if he had not met with this N ‘Jki‘
Allay, that he perceiv'd Inoinda fall dead in.the Hands of Trefry: this . '
awaken'd him, and he ran to her aid, and caught her in his Arms, Ml ot b
where, by degrees, she came to herself; and s needless fo tell with o -.\l,”wﬁ’f’

* what transports, what extasies of Joy, they both a while beheld eachpa*"

if she were capable of Love, one would swear she languish’d for some ‘
absent happy Man; and so retir’d, as if she fear'd a Rape even from the .
Cod of Day;? or that the Breezes would steal Kisses fom her delicate
Mouth, Her Task of Work some sighing Lover every day makes it his
Petition fo perform for her, which she accepts blushing, and with re- i

luctancy, for fear he will ask her a Lock for a Recomperice, which he
dares not presume o hope; so great an Awe she strikes into the Hearts
of her Admirers. | do not wonder, replied the Prince, that Clemens
shou'd refuse Slaves, being as you say so Beautiful, but wonder how she
escapes those who can enfertain her as you can do; or why, being your
Slave, you do not oblige her to yield. I confess, said Trefry, when I have,
against her will, entertain’d her with Love so long, as to be transported
with my Passion; even above Decency, I have been ready to make use of
those advaniages of Strength and Force Nature has given me. Buf oh!
she disarms me, with that Modesty and Weeping so tender and so moy-
ing, that I retire, and thank my Stars she overcame me. The Company
lavgh’d at his Civility to a Slave, and Caesar only applanded the no-
bleness of his Passton and Nature; since that Slave might be Noble, or

what was better, have true Notions of Honour and Vertue in her, ‘I:hu:;
pass’d they this Night, after having received, from the Siaves, all imag-
inabie Respect and Obedience.

The next Day Trefry ask'd Caesar to walk, when the heat was allay'd,
and designedly camied him by the Cotiage of the fair Slave; and told

3. The sun. Apolle, somelimes called the sun ged, pursued Daphne in one famous eplsede,

other, without Speaking; then Snateht sach other to their Amms; then
Gaze again, as if they still doubted whether they possess'd the Bless-
ing:* They Graspt; but when they recovered their Speech, “tis not to be
imagin'd, what tender things they exprest to each other; wondering what
strange Fate had brought ‘em again togethexr. They soon inform'd each
other of their Fortunes, and equally bewail'd their Fate; but, at the
szme time, they mutually protested, that even Fetters and Slavery were
Soft and Fasy; and wouw'd be supported with Joy and Pleasure, while
they cou’d be so happy to possess each other, and to be able to nake
good their Vows. Caesar swore he disdain’d the Empire of the World,
while he cow’d behold his Imoinda; and she despis'd Grandure and
Porsip, those Vanities of her Sex, when she cou’d Gaze on Oroonoto.
He ador'd the very Cottage where she resided, and said, That little Inch
of the World wou'd give him more Happiness than all the Universe
cow'd do; and she vow'd, It was a Pallace, while adom’d with the Pres-
ence of Oroorcke.

3. Clear modern usage would add a second “had”: “had had presented.” “Shock Dog”: a long-
haired dog or a poodle, especially associated witl wamen of fashion,
4. Modem editions oftent alier the syntax at this point, but the early cditors did net.
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-Arefry was infinitely pleas’d with this Novel ¥ and found this Clemene
was the Fair Mistress of whom Caesar Rad before spoke; and was not
a litde satished, that Heaven was so kind to the Prince, as to sweeten
his Misfortunes by so lucky an Accident; and leaving the Lovers to
themselves, was impatient to come down to Parham House, (which was
on the same Plantation) o give me an Account of what had hapned.
1 was as impatient to make these Lovers a Visit, having already made
a Friendship with Caesar; and from his own Mouth learn’d what T have

_related, which was confirm'd by his French-man, who was set on Shore
to seel his Fortunes; and of whom they cou’d not make a Slave, be-
cause a Christian; and he came daily to Parham Hill to see and pay
his Respects to his Pupil Prince: So that concerning and Intresting my
seil, in all that related to Cagsar, whom 1 had assur’d of Liberty,

Z___Q_L;
_soon as the Governor arriv'd, I hasté presently 16 the Place where the

Lavers were, and was infinifely glad to find this Beautiful young Slave
(who had already gain’d all our Esteems, for her Modesty and her
extracrdinary Pretiyness) to be the same I had heard Caesar speak so
.\, much of. One may imagine then, we paid her a trebls Respect; and
though from her being carv'd in fine Flowers and Birds all over her
“\(\%,‘Body, we took her to be of Quality before, yet, when we knew Clemene
" was Tmoinda, we cou’d not enough admiré her,

I had forgot to tell you, that these who are Nobly born of that Coun-
try, are so delicately Cut and Rac’ds all over the fore-part of the Trunk -
of their Bodies, that it looks as if it were Japan'd; the Worls being raised
like high Poynt round the Fdges of the Flowers: Some are only Carv'd
with a litile Flower, or Bird, at the Sides of the Temples; as was Caesar;
and those who are so Carv'd over the Body, resemble our Ancient Picts,?
that are figur'd in the Chronicles, but these Carvings are mor delicate.

From that happy Day Caesar took Clemene for his Wite, % i€ gene
eral Joy of all People; and there was as much Magnificence as the
Country wou'd afford at the Celebration of this Wedding: and in a very
4. short time after she conceivd with Child; which made Caesar even
© pdore her, knowing he was the last of his Great Race, This new Acci-
dent made him more Impatient of Liberty, and he was every Day treat-
ing with Trefry for his and Clemene’s Liberty; and offer'd either Gold,

5. Novel event or piese of nows.
6. Incised. The carving is likened to Agured lacquerwotk in the japanese style and to claborately
patterned "high point” lace, The Akan pecple of the Geld Coast did not practice body carving,
but some widely kuown older reports circulated in the popular travel collections of Hakluyt
and Purchas-claimed that they did. A 1555 account says that nobles “vase their skins, with
pretiy knots . . . as it were branched damask”

. An ancient North British people, named by the Romans Pieti {“painted or {attooed peuple™,
who appeared in histories of England and Secofland. Engraved figures of Picls anrf ancient
Britans, said to have been found by the painter John White in “an old English chronicle,”
were included in Theodore De Bry's America {1590) “to show how that the inbabitants of

the Great Britain have been in times past as savage as those of Virginja®” (see the illustration
on p. 72),
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ot a vast quantity of Slaves, which shou'd be paid befo’re they let }111?1
go, provided he cow'd have any Security that he shqurl go »\_fhen his
Ransom was paid: They fed him from Day to Day with Promises, and
delay'd him, &l the Lord Governor shou'd come; so t]_lat h'e begsu_l to
suspect them of falshood, and that they wou'd delay him till the time
of his Wives delivery, and make a Slave of that too, for zll the Breed

is theirs o whor the Paren® belong: This 1hought made D very

wAEsy, and s STIERRESS gave them some Jealousies® of himy; so that

-1 was obligd, by some Persons, who feard a Mutiny (which is very .|

Fatal sometimes in those Colonids, Uiat abound so with Saves, that
gy Exceed the VWITITES I vas “Woinbers) to discourse with Caasar, and

r
~to~give HiE il the Satisfaction T possibly cou’d; they knew he andw*

Clemene were scarce an Hour in a Day from my Lodgings; that they
eat with me, and that T oblig’d ’em in all things I was capable of: |
entertain’d him with the Lives of the Romans,® and great Men, which
clarrn’d him to my Company; and her, with teaching her all the pretty
Works! that | was Mistress of; and telling her Stories of Nuns, and
endeavouring to bring her to the knowledge of the true God. But of_a}]l
Discourses Caesar 1ildd that the worst, and wou'd never be re(ﬂ:oncll d
to our Notions of the Trinity, of which he ever made a Jest; it was a
Riddle, he said, wouw'd turn his Brain to conceive, and one cou d‘not
make him understand what Faith was. However, these Conversations
fail'd not altogether se well to divert him, that he lik'd the Gompany
of us Wormen much above the Men; for he cou’d not Drink; an.d .he
is but an ill Companicr. in that Country that cannot: So that obliging
him to love us very well, we hac all the Liberty of Speech‘thh him,
‘especially my self, whom he call'd his Great Mistress; and indeed my
Word wou'd go a great way with him. For these Reasons’, [ had Op-
portunity io take notice to him, that he was not well pleas‘d of late, as
he us'd to be; was more retir'd and thoughtful; and tclﬁcl him, [ took it
1l he shou'd Suspect we wou'd break our Words Wlﬂ'.l him, and not
permit both him and Clemene to return to his own Kingdom, whlc,h
was not so long a way, but when he was once on his Voyagc, he wou'd
quickly arrive there. He made me some Answers that shew'd a doubt
in him, which made me ask him, what advamtage it wou'd be to dou!_)t?
it would but give us a Fear of him, and possibly comp;i us to treat him
5o as | shou'd be very loath to behold: that is, it might occasion his
Confirement. Perhaps this was not so Luckily spoke of me, fqr [ per-
ceiv'd he resented that Word, which I stiove o Soften again in vain.
However, he assur'd me, that whatsoever Resolutions he shou’d take,

. Suspiciens. . ) . L
g. Bglsjril:?slc;?ublishcr had recenfly issued Plutarch's Lives of the Romans in a mew tansiation

overseen by Dryden. . ., .
L Decmtativcync?[ﬁewoﬂc or other handiwork, (“World” by women was understood to be sewing

and embroidery.)
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hewwow'd Act nothing upon the White-People; and as for my self, and
those upon that Plantation where he was, he wou'd sooner forfeit his
eternal Liberty, and Life it self, than 1ift his Hand against his greatest
Enemy on that Place: He besought me to suffer no Fears upon his
Account, for he cou’d do nothing that Honour shou'd not dictate; but
he accus’'d himself for having suffer'd Slavery so long; yet he charg’d
that weakness on Love alone, who was capable of making him neglect
even Glory it self; and, for which, now he reproaches himself every
moment of the Day. Much more to this effect he spoke, with an Air
impatient enough to make me know he wow'd not be long in Bondage;
and though he suffer'd only the Name of 2 Slave, and had nothing of
the Toil and Labour of one, yet that was sufficient to render him Un-
casy; and he had been too long Idle, who us'd to be always in Action,
and in Arms: He had a Spirit ell Rough and Fierce, and that cou’d not
be tam'd to lazy Rest; and though all endeavors were us'd to exercise
himself in such Actions and Sports as this World afforded, as Running,
Wrastling, Pitching the Bar, Hunting and Fishing, Chasing and Killing
Tigers® of a monstrous Size, whicl: this Continent affords in abundance;
and wonderful Snakes, such as Alexander is reported to have incoun-
ter'd at the River of Amazons,” and which Caesar took great Delight to
overcome;_yet these were not Actions. great
_which was stiil panting affer more renown’'d Action.

Before [ parted that Day With nim, T gat, with much ado, 2 Promise
from him to rest yet a little longer with Patience, and wait the coming
of the Lord Governor, who was every Day expected on our Shore; he
assur'd me he wou'd, and this Promise he desired me to know was
given perfeclly In Complaisance to me, in whom he had an intire
Confidence. :

After this, I neither thought it convenient to trust him much cut of
our View, nor did the Country who fear’d him; but with one accord it
was advis'd to treat him Fairly, and oblige him to remain within such
a campass, and that he shou’d be permitted, as seldom as cou’d be, to
go up to the Plantations of the Negroes; or, I he did, to be accompany’d
by some that show’d be rather in appearance Attendants than Spys. This
Care was for some time taken, and Caesar look’d upon it as 2 Mark of
extraordinary Respect, and was glad his discontent had oblig’d 'em to
be more observant to him; he received new assurance from the Cver-
seer, which was confitmed to him by the Opinion of all the Gentlemen
of the Country, who made their court to him: During this time that
we had his Company more frequently than hitherte we had had, it may

2, Wild cats, including the South American jaguar and congar. “Pitching the Bar": # contest in
distance throwing using a heavy bar or rod,

3. According to old romances, Alexander the Great is supposed to have encountared both snakes
and Amazons in a campaign against India,

ough for Lis large Soul,

s Pl Ring ok L e, “o Ol e
not be unpleasant io relate to you the Diversions we entertain’d him
with, or rather he us.

My stay was to be short in that Country, because my Father dy'd at
Sea, and never arriv'd to possess the Honour was design’d him, {which
was Lientenant-General of Six and thirty Islands, besides the Continent
of Surinam) nor the advantages he hop'd to reap by them;® so that
though we were oblig'd to continue on our Voyage, we did not intend
to stay upon the Place: Though, in a Word, T must say thus much of
it, That certainly had his late Majesty, of sacred Memory, but seen and
known WWhad been Master of it that

Tontinent, he v"\{gglrgt;ng\fe;_hﬁgcEﬁiﬁdﬁsﬁgﬁlasily with it to the Duteh.
is 7 Confinont whose vast Extent was never yet known, and may
contain more Noble Earth than all the Universe besides; for, they say,
it reaches from East to West; one Way as far as China, and another to
Peru: It affords all things both for Beauty and Use; 'tis there Eternal
Spring, always the very Months of April, May and June; the Shades are
perpetual, the Trees, bearing at once all degrees of Leaves and Fruit,
from blooming Buds to ripe Autumn; Groves of Oranges, Limons, Cit-
rons, Figs, Nutmegs, and ncble Aromaticks, continually bearing their
Fragrancies. The Trees appearing all like Nosegays adorn’d with Flow-
ers of different linds; some are all White, some Purple, some Scarlet,
some Blue, some Yellow; bearing, at the same time, Ripe Fruit and
Blooming Young, or producing every Day new. The very Wood of all
these Trees have an intrinsick Value above cormon Timber; for they
are, when cut, of different Celours, glorious to behold; and bsar a Price
considerable, to inlay withal. Besides this, they yield rich Balm, and
Crums; so that we make our Candles of such an Aromatick Substance,
as does not only give a sufficient Light, but, as they Burm, they cast
their Perfumes all about. Cedar is the common Firing, and all the
Houses are built with it. The very Meat we eat, when set on the Table,
if it be Native, | mean of the Country, perfumes the whele Roomy
especially a little Beast call'd an Armadilly,* a thing which I can liken
to nothing so well as a Rhinoceros; *tis all in white Armor so joynted,

that it moves as well in it, ag if it had nothing on; this Beast is about -

the bigness of a Pig of Six Weeks old. But it were endless to give an
Accouns of all the divers Wonderfull and Strange things that Country

~Eifords, and which_we took a very greal Delight fo go in search of,
' entimes Fatal and at least Dangerous:

“High Hose adventures are of

4. Willaughby represented # range of Toyal powers: as the king's lord governor he could appoint
a deputy or licutenant govemer {a civil post) and as his captain-general he could appoint 2
lieutenant general (2 military post), There is no record that he named anyore to the latter
pasitian; by Decermnber 1663 his deputy governor, William Byany, also held that title in Su-
Hnam. “Continent”: “Land not disjoined by the sea from other lands” (Jolnson's Dictionary},

. grmadillo, from the Spanish for “litile armored one.”
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Buf'while we had Caesar in our Company on these Designs we fear'd
no harm, nor suffer’d any.

As, soon as | came into the Country, the best House in it was pre-
sented me, call'd St John's Hill5.1t stood on a vast Rock of white
Marble, at the Foot of which the River ran a vast depth down, and not
0 be descended on that side; the liitle Waves still dashing and washing
the foot of this Rock, made the softest Murmurs and Purlings in the
World; and the Opposite Bank was adorn’d with such vast quantities
of different Flowers eternally Blowing,” and every Day and Hour new,
fenc’d behind e with lofty Trees of a Thousand rare Forms and
Colours, that the Prospect was the most ravishing that fancy cdn create
On the Edge of this white Rock, towards the River, was a Walk or
Grove of Orange and Limon Trees, about half the length of the Mall®
here, whose Ilowery and Fruitbearing Branches meet at the top, and
hinder'd the Sun, whose Rays are very flerce there, from entering a
Beam into the Grove; and the cool Air that came from the River made
it not only it to entertain People in, at all the hottest Howrs of the Day,
but refresh’'d the sweet Blossoms, and made It always Sweet and Charm-
ing; and sure the whole Globe of the World cannet show so delightful
a Place as this Grove was: Not all the Gardens of boasted Italy tan
produce & Shade to outwie this, which Nature had joyn'd with At to
render so exceeding Fine; and is a marvel to see how such vast Trees,
as big as English Oaks, cou'd take footing on so solid a Rock, and in
so little Earth, as cover'd that Rocl; but all things by Nature there are
Rare, Delightful and Wonderful. But to our Sports.

Sometimes we wou'd go surprizing,! and in search ‘of young Tigers
in their Dens, watching when the old Ones went forth to forage for
Prey; and oftentimes we have been in great Danger, and have fled apace
for our Lives, when surpriz’d by the Dams. But ence, above all other
limes, we went on this Design, and Caesar was with us, who had no
soaner stol'n a young Tiger from her Nest, but going off, we incounter’d
the Dam, bearing a Buttock of 2 Cow, which he?® had torn off with his
mighty Paw, and going with it towards his Den; we had omly four

=3

elsewhere.

. Blooming,

. The first edition reads “the most raving that Sands can create,” and the third edition of 1698
substitules “ravishing." Walter ferrold and Clare Jerrold (1929) suggested this emended phrase,
which is used by Behn later i describing the Indian war captains. The next sentence follows
the third edition in altering “Mad” {5 “Mall” and "Fruity beay Branches” {0 “Fruit-hearing
Branches.”

. A fashionable walk in St. James” Park in London,

. A military termn for making sudden raids.

. The very jarring mixture of pronouns in the two episodes of the tigers may pethaps suggest
reluctance to use a feminine pronoun in moments of extreme violence. However, Jacgeline
Pearson {1991} suggests that the Hger represenis nature, conceived as female, “when strong
and aggressive,” tuming male when defeated. The fizst account went uncorrected in all four
seventecnth-century editions; maseuline pronouss in the second zccount were replaced in the
third edition of 1698,

. A plantation near Willoughby's Patham HIll owned by Sir Robert Hatley, wiio held offices

Gz =1

[

TrE HisToRY OF THE ROYAL SLAVE 45

Women, Cuaesar, and an English Gentleman, Brother to Harry Martin,?
the great Cliveriai; we found there was no escaping this inrag'd and
ravenous Beast. However, we Women fled as fast as we cou’d from it
but our Heels had not sav'd our Lives, if Caesar had not laid down his
Cub, when he found the Tiger quit her Prey to make the morc speed
towards him; and taking Mr. Martin’s Sword desi’d him to stand aside,
or follow the Ladies. He obey'd him, and Caesar met this monsirous
Beast of might, size, and vast Limbs, who came with open Jaws upon
him; and fixing his Awful stern Eyes full upon those of the Beast, and
puiting himself into a very steddy and goed aiming posture of Defence,
ran his Sword quite through his Breast down to his very Heart, home
to the Hilt of the Sword; the dying Beast stretch’d forth her Paw, and
going to grasp his Thigh, surpriz’d with Death in that very moment,
did him no other harm than fixing her long Nails in his Flesh very
deep, feebly wounded him, but cow’d not grasp the Flesh to tear off
any. When he had done this, he hollow’d* to us to return; which, after
some assurance of his Victory, we did, and found him lugging out the
Sward from the Bosom of the Tiger, who was laid in her Bloud on the
Ground; he took up the Cub, and with an unconcern, that had nothing
of the Joy or Gladness of a Victory, he came and laid the Whelp at my
Feet: We all extreamly wonder'd at his Daring, and at the Bigness of
the Beast, which was about the highth of an Heifer, but of mighly,
preat, and strong Limbs.

Ancther time, being in the Woods, he kill'd a Tiger, which had long
infested that part, and born away abundance of Sheep and Oxen, and
other things, that were for the support of those to whom they belong'd;
abundance of People assail’d this Beast, some affirming they had shot
her with several Bullets quite through the Body, at several times; and
some swearing they shot her through the very Heart, and they believ'd
she was a Davil rather than a Mortal thing. Caesar had often said, he
had a mind o encounter this Monster, and spoke with several Gentle-
men who had attempted her; one crying, I shot her with so many
poyson’d Arrows, another with his Gun In this part of her, and another
in that; so that he remarking all these Places where she was shot, fancy’d
still he shou'd overcome her, by giving her another sort of 2 Wound
than any had yvet done; and one day said (at the Table) What Trophies
and Garlands, Ladies, will vou make me, if I bring you home the Heart
of this Ravenous Beast, that eats up all your Lambs and Pigs? We all
promis'd he shou'd be rewarded at all our Hands. So taking a Bow,

w

. Henry Martin or Marten (1602-1680) was not a follower of Oliver Cromwell (an "Oliverian”),
but he was one of the judges who signed the death warrant of Charles [ and was imprisoned
ag a regicide at the Restoration. George,.a younger brother who sought his fortune in the
colonies, was a subsiantial planter in Barbados from 1647 and moved to Surinam in 1658,
dying there in 1666.

. Halloed,

B
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wlilch he chus'd out of a great many, he went up in the Wood, with
two Gentlemen, where he imagin’d this Devourer to be; they had not
past very far in it, but they heard her Voice, growling and grumbling,
as U she were pleas’d with something she was deing. When they came
in view, they found her muzzling in the Belly of 2 new ravish'd Sheep,
which she had torn open; and seeing herself approach’d, she tock fast
held of her Prey, with her fore Paws, and set a very fierce raging Look
on Cagsar, without offering to approach him; for fear, at the same time,
of losing what she had in Possession. So that Caeser remain'd a good
while, only taking aim, and getting an opportunity to shoot her where
he design’d; "twas some time before he cou'd accomplish it, and to
wound her, and not kill her, wou'd but have enrag’d her more, and
indanger'd him: He had a Quiver of Arrows at his side, so that if one
fail’d he cou’d be supply'd; at last, retiring a litdle, he gave her oppor-
tunity to eat, for he found she was Ravenous, and fell to as scon as she
saw him retire; being more eager of her Prey than of doing new Mis-
chiefs. When he going softly to one side of her, and hiding his Person
behind certain Herbage that grew high and thick, he took so good aim,
that, as he intended, he shot her just into the Eye, and the Arrow was
sent with 3o good a will, and so sure a hand, that it stuck in her Brain,
and made her caper, and becoime mad for'a moment or two; but being
seconded by another Arrow, he fell dead upon the Prey: Caesar cut
him Open with a Knife, to see where those Wounds were that had
been reported to him, and why he did not Die of 'em. But I shall now
relate a thing that possibly will ind no Credit among Men, because
‘tis a Notion commonly receiv'd with us, That nothing can receive a
Wound in the Heart and Live; but when the Heart of this courageous
Animal was taken cut, there were Seven Bullets of Lead in it;"and the
Wounds searn’d up with great Scars, and she liv'd with the Ballets a
great while, for it was long since they were shot: This Heart the Con-
queror brought up to us, and "twas a very great Curiosity, which all the
Country came to see; and which gave Caesar occasion of many fine
Discourses; of Accidents in War, and Sirange Escapes. :

At other times he wou'd go a Fishing; and discoursing on that Di-
version, he found we had in that Country a very Strange Fish, call'd a
Numb Eel,* (an Eel of which I have eaten) that while it is alive, it has

- o quahity so Cold, that those whe are Angling, though with a Line of

never so great a length, with a Rod at the end of it, it shall, in the same
minute the Bait is touched by this Eel, seize him or her that holds the
Rod with benumb’dness, that shall deprive "em of Sense, for a while;
and some have fall'n into the Water, and others drop’d as dead on the
Banks of the Rivers where they stood, as soon as this Fish touches the
Bait. Caesar us'd to laugh at this, and believ'd it impossible 2 Man

5. Eleclric eel.
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cow'd lose his Force zt the touch of a Wish; and cou’d not understand
that Philosophy, that a cold Quality should be of that Nature: However,
Le had a great Curiosity to try whether it wou'd have the same effect
on him it had on others, and often ry'd, but in vain; at last, the sought
for Fish came to the Baii, as he stood Angling on the Bank; and instead
of hrowing away the Rod, or giving it a sudden twitch cut of the Water,
whereby he might have caught both the Eel, and have dismiss’d the
Rod, before it cow'd have too much Power over him; for Experiment
sake, he grasp'd it but the harder, and fainting fell into the River; and
being still possest of the Rod, the Tide carry'd him senseless as he was
a great way, till an Indian Boat tock him up; and perceiv'd, when they
touch’d him, 2 Mumbness seize them, and by that knew the Rod was
in his Hand; which, with a Paddle (that is, a short Qar} they struck
away, and snatch'd it into the Boat, Eel and all. If Cassar were almost
Dead, with the effect of this Fish, he was more so with that of the
‘Water, where he had remain’d the space of going a League; and they
found they had much a-de to bring him back to Life: But, t last, they
did, and brought him home, where he was in a few Houss well Re-
soverd and Refresh’d; and not a little Ashary’d to find he show'd be
overcome by an Eel; and that zll the People, who heard his Defiance,
wow'd Laugh at him. But we cheared him up; and he, being convinc'd,
we had the Fel at Supper; which was a quarter of an EIl about, and
most delicate Meat; and was of the more Value, since it cost so Dear,
as almost the Life of so gallant a Man.

About this time we were in many mortal Fears, about some Disputes
the English hiad with the Indigns; so that we cou’d scarce trust our

“SelvEs; without gréat Numbers, to go to any Indian Towns, or Place,

where they sbode; for fear they shou'd fall upon us, as they did im-
mediately after my coming away; and that it was in the possession of
the Dutch, who us'd “em not so civilly as the English; so that they cut
in pieces all they cow'd take, getting into Houses, and hanging up the
Mothez, and all her Children about her; and cut a Footman, I left
behind me, all in Joyats, and nail’d him o Trees.

This feud began while T was there; so thai I lost half the satisfaction
1 propos'd, in not seeing and visiting the Indian Towns. But one Day,
bemoaning of our Misfortunes upon this account, Caesar told us, we
need not Fear; for if we had a mind to go, he wou'd undertake to be,

pur Guard: Some wou'd, but most wou'd not venture; about Eighteen f‘;-.,
of us resolv'd, and took Barge; and, after Eight Days, arrivid near an

Indign Town: But approaching it, the Hearts of some of our Company
fail’d, and they wou'd not venture on Shore; so we Poll'd who wou'd,
and who wo'd not: For my part, [ said, If Caesar wou'd, [ wou'd go;
he tesolv'd, so did my Brother, znd my Womnan, a Maid of goed Cour-

6. “Hypothesis or system upon which natural effects are explained” {Johnson's Dietionary).
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age. Now none Qigg_s%king the Langnage of the People, and imag-
Ining we shou'd have a half Diversion in Gazing oaly; and not knowing
what they said, we took 2 Fisherman that livid at the Mouth of the
River, who had been z long Inhabitant there, and oblig’'d him to go
with us: But because he was known to the Indians, as trading among
‘em; and being, by long Living there, become a perfect Indian in Col-
4@/,“/ our, we, who resolv'd to surprize ‘em, by making ‘e sé¢ something
1A Tthey never had seen, (that is, White People) resolv'd only my self, my
ke Brother, snd Woman shou'd go; so Cuesar, the Fisherman, and the
rest, hiding behind some thick Reeds and Flowers, that grew on the
Banks, let us pass on towards the Town, which was on the Bank of
the River all along. A littfle distant from the Houses, or Huts, we saw
some Dancing, othess-busy'd n fetching and carrying of Water from
the River: They had no sooner spy'd us, but they set up a loud Cry
thal frighted us at first; we thought #t had been for those that should
Kill us, but it seems it was of Wonder and Amazement. They were all
N_al—;ed, and we were Dress'd, so as is most comode,” for the hot Coun-
tries, very Glittering and Rich; so that we appear'd extzeamly fine; my
own Hair was cut short, and I had a Taffaty Cap, with Black Feathers,
on my Head; my Brother was in a Stuff® Suit, with Silver Loops and
Bultons, and abundance of Green Ribon; this was all infinitely surpris-
ing to them, and because we.saw them stand still, &1l we approach’d
‘em, we took Heart and advanc’d; came up to 'em, and offerd 'em cur
Fands; which they tock, and look’d on us round ahout, calling stll for
more Company; who came swarming oui, all wondering, and crying
out Tepeeme;? taking their Hair up in their Hands, and spreading it
wide to those they talld out to; as if they weuld say (as indeed it
signify'd) Numberless Wonders, or not to be recounted, no more than
to number the Hair of their Heads, By degrees they grew more bold,
and from gazing upon us round, they touch’d us; laying their Hands
upon all the Features of our Faces, feeling our Breasts and Arms, taking
up one Petlicoat, then wondering to see another; admiring our Shoes
) and Stockings, but more our Garters, which we gave em; and they ty'd
ﬂ\, about their Legs, being Lac’d with Silver Lace at the ends, for they
) PR much Esteex}l any shining things: Tn fine, we saffer’d. em 0 survey us
LI Nfﬂ,sj_llzﬁ.)i—plegg 'd, and we thought they wou'd never have done admiring
. us. When Caesar, and the rest, saw we were receiv'd with such wonder,

T

RV itable; i i
L 7. Suitable; probably suited less to the warm climate than to the colonists’ taste for luxury,

taffetas and sating, with Genea lace and a profusion of vibbons.”
sadins, £ a ons.
. Woven fabrie, worsted. ? e
. In the brief dictionary of the Galibi lan, i jet
= brie u I guage appended to Antoine Biet’s Voyage (1654),
tapgu:m‘c: is the word for “many.” He explains the limitations of the Indians? n%.mgbcrin)g
systean; When they want to represent a very great number . . . saying this word tzbowimé,
{‘hey show the 11?111'5 of the head.” George Warren's Iipartial Description of Surinam gives a
different expression for “like the hair of one’s head, innumerable.”
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they came up to us; and finding the Indian Trader whom they knew,
(for "tis by these Fishermen, call'd Indian Tradess, we hold a Cor-
merce with ‘em; for they lave not te go far from home, and we never
go to them) when they saw him therefore they set up a new joy; and

~cry'd, in their Language, Oh! here’s our Tiguamy, and we shall now

kriow whether those things can speck: So advancing to him, some of

‘em gave him their Hands, and cry’d, Amora Tiguamy, which is as

much as, How do you, or Welcome Friend;! and all, with one din, began

10 gabble to him, and ask’d, If we had Sense, and Wit? if we cou'd talk

of affairs of Life, and War, as they cow'd do? if we cou’d Hunt, Swim,

and do a thousand things they use? He answer'd "em, We cou'd. Then

they invited us into their Honses, and dress'd Venison and Buffelo for
us; and, going out, gathered a Leaf of a Tree, cail'd a Sarumbo Leaf,

of Six Yards Jong, and spread it on the Ground for a Table-Cloth; and
cutting another in pieces instead of Plates, setting us on litde bow
Indian Stools, which they cut out of one intire piece of Wood, and
Paint, in 2 sort of Japan Work: They serve every one their Mess® on
these pieces of Leaves, and it was very good, but too high season’d with
Papper, When we had eat, my Brother, and I, tock ont our Flutes, and
play'd to 'em, which gave ’em new Wonder; and I soon perceiv'd, by
an admiration, that is patural fo these People, and by the extream [g-
norance and Stmplicity of "em, it were not difficult to establish any
unlknown or extravagant Religion ameng them; and to impose any No-
tions or Fictions upon ‘em. For seeing a Kinsman of mine set some
Paper a Fire, with 2 Burning-glass, a Trick they had never before seen,
they were like to have Ador'd him for a God; and beg'd he wou'd give
themn the Characters or Figures of his Name, that they might oppose
it against Winds and Storms; which he did, and they held it up in those
Seasons, and faney'd it had a Charm to conquer them; and kept it like
a Holy Relique. They are very Superstitious, and call'd him the Great
Pecie, that is, Prophet. They show'd us their Indian Peeie, a Youth of
ahout Sixteen Years old, as handsom as Nature cou’d make a Man.
They consecrate a beautiful Youth from his Infancy, and all Arts are
us'd to compleat him in the finest manner, both in Beauty and Shape:
He is bred to all the litile Arts and cunning they are capable of; to ail
the Legerdemain Tricks, and Sleight of Hand, whereby he imposes
upon the Rabble; and is both a Dector in Physick and Divinity. And
by these Tricks makes the Sick believe he sometimes eases their Pains;
by drawing from the affficed p@t litle Serpents, or odd Flies, or
Worms, or any Strange thing; and though they have besides undoubted
good Remedies, for almost all théir Diseases, they cure the Patient more
by Fancy than by Medicines; and'make themselves Fear'd, Lov'd, and

n

1. Biet’s “Petit Dictionnaire” lists amore a3 “yﬁh;" but tigamii is applied to children or infants.
2. Portion. :
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ReVerenc'd. This young Peeie had a very young Wile, who seeing my
Brother kiss her, came running and [kiss’d me; after this, they kiss'd one
anather, and made it a very great Jest, it being so Novel; and new
Admiration and Laughing went round the Multitude, that they never

will forget that Ceremony, never before us'd or known. Caesar had 2
mind to see and talk with their War Captains, and we were conducted

to one of their Houses; where we beheld several of the great Capiains,
whoﬁhad been at Councel: But so frightful a Vision it was to_see ‘em
Do Faney can create; no such Dreams can represent so dreadfid a .

“Spectacle. For my part [ teok "em for Hobgoblins, or Fiends, rather
than Mcn; but however their Shapes appear’d, their Souls were very
Humane and Noble; but some wanted their Noses, some their Lips,
some both Noses and Lips, some their Ears, and others Cut through
each Cheek, with long Slashes, through which their Teeth appear’d;
they had other several formidable Wounds and Scars, or rather Dis-
memberings; they had Comitias, or litle Aprons before "em; and Gir-
dles of Cotton, with their Knives naked, stuck in it; a2 Bow at their
Backs, and,a Quiver of Arrows on their Thighs; and most had Feathers

on their Heads of divers Colours. They cry'd,-Amora Tigame to us, at

our entrance, and were pleas’d we said as much to "em; they seated us,

and gave us Drink of the best Sort; and _\L_{Q_Ii(j_@iglj_ as mmuch as the others

had done before, to see us. Gaesar was marvelling as much at their
Faces, wondering how they show'd all bes6Wotunded in War; ke was
Impatient to know how they all came by those frightful Marks of Rage

or Malice, rather than Wounds got in Noble Battel: They told us, by

our Interpreter, That when any War was waging, two Men chosen out

Ly some old Capfain, whose Fighting was past, and who cou’d only
teach the Theory of War, these two Men were to stand in Competition

for the Generalship, or Great War Gaptain; and being brought before

the old Judges, now past Labour, they are ask’d, What they dare do to
shew they are worthy to lead an Army? When he, who s first ask’d,
making no Reply, Cuts off his Nose, and throws it contemptably® on

the Ground; and the other does something to himself that he thinks
surpasses him, and perhaps deprives himself of Lips and zn Eye; so
they Slash on il one gives cut, and many have dy'd in this Debate.
And s by a passive Valour they shew and prove their Activity; a sort

of Courage too Brutal to be applauded by our Black Hero; nevertheless

b he express'd his Esteem of "em.

U ppdi I this Voyage Caesar begot so good an understanding between the
' 9o Indians and the hnglish, ¥hat there were no more Fears, or Heark
7 #-burnings di hmguﬁﬁ?ﬁW perfect, open, and free Trade
with “em: Many Things Rémarkabie, and worthy Reciting, we et with

R 'Witl? contempt. Bict, Rochelort, Warren, and others describe punishing initiation rites for
warriors, but these do not involve selfmutilation.

T Tur HisTORY OF THE ROYAL SLAVE 51

in this shert Voyage; because Caesar made it his Business to search out
and provide for our Entertainment, especially to please his dearly
Adord Imoinda, who was 2 sharer in all our Adventures; we being
resolv'd to make her Chains as easy as we cou'd, and to Compliment
the Prince in that manner that most oblig'd him.

As we were coming up again, we met with some Indians of strange
Aspects; that is, of a larger Size, and other sort of Features, than those
of our Country: Our Indian Slaves, that Row'd us, ask’d ‘em some
Questions, but they cowd not undesstand us; hut shew'd vs a long
Cotton String, with several Knots on ity and told us, they had been
coming from the Mountains so many Moons as there were Knaots; they
were habited in Skins of a sirange Beast, and brought along with 'em
Bags of Gold Dust;® which, as well as they cou'd give us to understand,
came stﬁﬁ@ﬁiﬂe small Chanels down the high Mountains, when
the Rains fell; and offer'd to be the Convay to any Bady, or Persons,
that wou'd go to the Mountains. We cary'd these Men up to Parham,
where they were kept till the Lord Governour came: And because all
the Country was mad to be going on this Golden Adventure, the Gow-
ernaur, by his Letters, commanded (for they sent some of the Gold to
hLim) that 2 Guard show'd be set at the Mouth of the River of Amazons,®
(a River so call'd, zlmost as broad as the River of Thames) and prohib-
ted 2ll People from going up that River, it conducting to those Moun-
tains of Gold, But we going off for England before the Project was
further prosecuted, and the Governour being drown’d in a Hurricane,”
either the Design dy'd, or the Dutch have the Advantage of it: And 'tis |

to_be bemoan'd what his Maiesty lost by losing that part of America. o '3}
7 losing that paj WA,

Though this digression. is a litfle from my Story, however since it
comtains some Proofs of the Curiosity 2nd Daring of this great Man, I-
was comtent to omit nothing of his Character. &

Tt was-thus, for some time we diverted him; but now Imoinda began e !
to shew she was with Child, and did nothing but Sigh and Weep for &4
fhe Captivity of her Lord, her Self, and the Infant yet Unbomy; and
believ'd, if it were so hard fa gain the Liberty of Tiwe, twou'd be more
difficult to get that for Three. Her Griefs were so many Darts in the
great Heart of Caesar; and taking his Opportunity one Sunday, when
a1l the Whites were overtaken in Drink, as there were abundance of
several Trades, and W“ that Inhabited among the

. A quipis, characteristic of the Incas of Peru, though the other details (such as height} axe not.

" The fabled galden city Bl Dorads, gold mines or mountains, and gold dust were sought in
Guiana by Sir Walter Ralegh and others; gold dust is reported.

. The mouth of the Amazon, in Brazil, is far distant from Surinaim, but in seventeenil-century
documents and maps it marked the southeast boundary of Guiana,

. Lord Wilioughby was lost iv 2 storm in the snmmer of 1666 while on an expedition against
the French at the island of St, Kitts,

 Whites who for debis incurred in their passage or for crimes were indenfured fox a fixed
period. They were often called “white daves” and might be sold to planters on 7 temporaty
basts. “Trades”: tradesmen.
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Negro Houses; and Sunday was their Day of Debauch, (otherwise they
were a sort of Spys upon Caesar); he went pretending out of Goodness
to“em, o Feast amongst 'em; and sent all his Musick, and order'd a
great Treat for the whole Gang, about Three Hundred Negros; and
about a Hundred and Fifty were able to bear Arms, such as they had,

which were sufficient to do Execution® with Spirits accordingly: For |

the English had none but rusty Swords, that no Strength cou’d draw
from a Scabbard; except the People of particular Quality, who took
care to Oyl "em and keep 'em in good Crder: The Guns also, unless
here and there one, or those newly cany'd from England, weu'd do no

good or harm; for "tis the Nature of that Counity fo Rust and Fat up

Irom, or any Metals, but Gold and Silver. And they are very Unexpert

25 at the Bow, which the Negros and Indians are perfect Masters off.

-

Caesar, having singl’'d out these Men from the Women and Chil-

# “dren, made an Harangue o "em of the Miseries, and Ignominies of

Slavery; counting up all their Toyls and Sufferings, under such Loads,
Burdens, and Drudgeries, as were fitter for Beasts than Men; Senseless
Brutes, than Humane Souls. He teld "em it was not for Days, Months,
or Years, but for Eternity; there was no end to be of their Misfortunes:
They suffer’d not like Men who might find 2 Glory, and Fortitude in
Oppression; but like Dogs that lov'd the Whip and Bell,! and fawn’d
the more they were beaten: That they had lost the Divine Quality of
Men, and were become insensible Asses, fit only to bear; nay worse: an
Ass, or Dog, or Horse having done his Duty, cou’d iye down,in Retreat,
and rise to Work again, and while he did his Duty indw’d no Stripes;
but Men, Villanous, Senseless Men, such as they, Toyl'd on all the
tedions Week till Black Friday;? and then, whether they Work'd or not,
whether they were Faulty or Meriting, they promiscuously, the Inno-
cent with the Guilty, suffer'd the infamous Whip, the sordid Stripes,
from their Fellow Slaves till their Blood trickled from all Parts of their
Body; Blood, whose every drop ought to be Reveng'd with a Life of
. some of those Tyrants, that impdse 1t; And why, said he, my dear Friends
“and Fellow-sufferers, show'd we be Slaves to an unknown People? Have
they Vanquish'd us Nobly in Fight? Have they Won us in Honourable

= Battel? And are we, by the chance of War, become their Slaves? This

wou'd not anger a Noble Heart, this wou'd not animate a Souldiers Soul;
no, but we are Bought and Sold like Apes, or Monkeys, to be the Sport
of Woimnen, Fools and Cowards; and the Suppert of Rogues, Runagades,
that have abandon’d their own Countries, for Rapin, Murders, Thefts
and Villanies: Do you not hear every Day how they upbraid each other

9. Harm, slaughtor.

1. Proverbial for something that detracts from comfort or pleasure; from the protective charm
against evil on chariots of tiumphing generals in ancient Rotne.

2, Here a day of customary beating; more widely, a Friday bringing some notable disaster. Orig-
inally from students” slang for examination day.
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with infamy of Life, below the Wildest Salvages;® and shall we render
Obedience to such o degenerate Race, who have no one Humane Verlue
left, to distinguish ‘em from the vilest Creatures? Will you, I say, suffer
the Lash from such Hands? They all Reply'd, with one accord, No, no,
no: Caesar has spoke like @ Great Captoin; like a Great King.

After this he wou'd have proceeded, but was interrupted by a tall
Negro of some mare Quality than the rest, his Name was Tuscmy who
Bowing at the Feet of Caesar, cry’d, My Lord, we have listen’d with Joy
and Attention to what you have said; and, were we anly Men, wou'd
follow so great a Leader through the World: But ohl consider, we are
Husbands and Parents too, and have things more dear to us than Life;
our Wives and Children unjit for Travel, in these umpassable Waods,
Mountains and Bogs; we have not only difficult Lands to overcoms, Tt
Rivers to Wade, and Monsters to Incounter; Ravenous Beasts of Prey
— . To this, Caesar Reply'd, That Honour was the First Principle in
Nature, that was to be Obey'd; but as no Man wou'd pretend to that,
without all the Acts of Verfue, Compassion, Charity, Love, Justice and
Reason; he found # not inconsistent with that, to take an equal Care of
their Wives and Children, as they wou'd of themselves; and that he did
not Design, when he led them to Freedom, and Glorious Liberty, that
“they shouw'd leave that better part of themselves to Perish by the Hand of
the Tyrant's Whip: But if there were @ Woman among them so degenerate
from Love and Vertue to chuse Slavery before the pursuit of her Husband,
and with the hazard of her Life, to shave with fim in his Fortunes; that
such an one ought io be Abandon'd, and left as a Prey io the common
Enemy. .

To ‘which they all Agreed,—and Bowed. After this, he spoke of the
Impassable Woods and Rivers; and convine'd ‘em, the more Danger,
the more Glory. He told them that he had heard of one Hannibal a
great Captain, had Cut his Way through Mountains of solid Recks; and
showd a few Shrubs oppose ihem; which they cou'd Fire before "em?*
Noa, ‘twas 2 trifling Bxcuse to Men resolvd to die, or overcome. A‘s {or
Bogs, they are’ with a little Labour fil'd and harden'd; and the Riveis
cow'd be no Obstacle, since they Swam by Nature; at least by Custom,
fom their First Hour of their Birth: That when the Children were
Weary they must carry them by turns, and the Woods and ﬂ'leir oW
Industry wou'd afford them Food. To this they all assented with Joy.

Tusean then demanded, What he wou'd do? He said, they wou'd
Travel towards the Sea; Plant a New Colony, and Defend it by their
Valour; and when they cow'd find a Ship, either driven by siress of
Weather, or guided by Providence that way, they wou'd Seize it, and
make it a Prize, till it had Transported them to their own Countries;

3, Savages. . ) ]
4. According to accounts in Livy and Plutarch, the Carthaginian general and his troops literaly
hacked their way down the Alps into Italy in an unsuccessiul attack on Reme.
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at least, they shou'd be made Free in his Kingdom, and be Esteem’d
as his Fellow-sufferers, and Men that had the Courage, and the Bravery
to atternpt, at least, for Liberty; and if they Dy'd in the attempt it wou'd
be more brave, than to Live in perpetnal Slavery.

They bow'd and kiss'd his Feet at this Resolution, and with one
accord Vow'd to follow him to Death. And that Night was appointed
to begin their March; they made it known to their Wives, and directed
them io ife their Hamaca® about their Shoulder, and under their Arm
like a Scarf; and to lead their Children that cou’d go, and carry those
that cow'd not. The Wives, who pay an intire Obediance to their Hus-
bands, obey'd, and stay’d for "em, where they were appointed: The Men
stay’d but to furnish themselves with what defensive Arms they cou'd
get, and All met at the Rendezvous, where Caesar made a new in-
couraging Speech to 'em, and led "em out.

But, as they cou'd not march far that Night, on Monday early, when
the Gverseers went to call ‘em all together, to go to Work, they were
extreamly surpris'd, to find not one upon the Place, but all fled with
what Baggage they had. You may imegine this News was not only sud-
denly spread all over the Plantation, but soon reack’d the Neighbouring
ones; and we had by Moon about Six hundred Men, they call the
Militia of the Country, that came to assist us in the pumsuit of the
Fugitives: But never did onesee so comical an Army march forth o

. War. The Men, of any fashion, wou'd not concern themselves, though

it were almost the common Cause; for such Revoltings are very ill
Bxamples, and have very fatal Consequences oftentimes in many Col-
onies: But they had a Respeet for Caesar, and all hands were against
the Parhamites, as they call'd those of Parham Plantation; because they
did not, in the first place, love the Lord Governor; and secondly, they
wou'd have it, that Caesor was Il us'd, and Bafi'd with;® and ‘s not
impossible but some of the best in the Country was of his Council in
this Flight, and depriving us of all the Slaves; so that they of the better
sort wou'd not meddle in the matter. The Deputy Governor,” of whom
I have had no great occasion to speak, and who was the most Fawning
fair-tongu’d Fellow in the World, and one that pretended the most
Friendship to Caesar, was now the only vielent Man against him; and
though he had nothing, and so need fear nothing, yet talk’d and look’d
bigger than any Man: He was a Fellow, whose Character is not fit to
be mention’d with the worst of the Slaves. This Fellow wow'd lead his
Army forth to meet Caesar, or rather to pursue him; most of their Arms

5, Hammock.

6. Chealed.

7. Williamn Byam. A Royalist exile from England, exiled again from Barbados, he was three times
elscted governor by the Surinam planter assembly (1657-60), and remained in that post after
1660 until his appointment was coafirmed under Lord Willoughby’s new royal patent. There
are some recorded complainks against him for high-handedness and from him about the
disorderliness and insubordination of settlers and slaves, while other reports are favorable.
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were of those sort of criuel Whips they call Cat with Nine Tayls; some
had rusty useless Guns for show; others old Baskethilts,® whose Blades
had never seen the Light in this Age; and othexs had long Staffs, and
Clubs. Mr. Trefiy went along, rather to be a Mediator than a Gon-
queror, in such a Battel; for he foresaw, and knew, if by fighting they
put the Negroes into despair, they were a sort of sullen Fellows, that
wou'd drown, or kill themselves, befare they wou'd yield; and he advis'd
that fair means was best: But Byam was one that abounded in his own
Wit, and wou'd take his own Measures. :
Tt was niot hard to find these Fugitives; for as they Hed they were
forc’d to fire and cut the Woods before "em, so that Night or Day they

" purst’d ‘em by the light they made, and by the path they had clear'd:

But as soon as Caesar found he was pursu'd, he put himself in a Posture -
of Defence, placing all the Women and Children in the Rear; and :
himself, with Tuscan by his side, or next to him, all promising to Dye

or Conguer, Incourag’d thus, they never steod to Parley, but fell on

Pell-mell upon the English, and kill'd some, and wounded a good

many; they having recourse to their Whips, a5 the best of their Ly
Weapons: And as they observ'd no Order, they perplex'd the Enemyso o2 ¥
sorely, with Lashing 'em in the Hyes; and the Women and Children, ("\‘ ¢
seeing their Husbands so treated, being of fearful Cowardly Disposi- . o,
tions, and hearing the English cty out, Yield and Live, Yield and be ¢
Pardon'd; they all run in amongst their Husbands and Fathers, andd”
hung about ‘em, crying out, Yield, yield; and leave Caesar to their Re-
venge; that by degrees the Slaves abandon’d Caeser, and left him only:,
Tuscan and his Heroick Imoinda; who, grown big as she was, did nev- |
ertheless press near her Lord, having a Bow, and a Quiver full of poy- ¢/ e
son’d Arrows, which she manag’d with suclr dexterity, that she wounded Q\'\ T
several, and shot the Governor into the Shoulder; of which Wound he .~
had like to have Dy'd, but that an Indian Woman, his Mistress, suck'd Lf
the Wound, and cleany'd i from the Venom: But however, he stir'd

not from the Place till he had Parly'd with Caesar, who he found was
resclv'd to dye Fighting, and wou'd not be Taken; no mere wou'd

Tuscan, or Imoinda. But he, more thirsting after Revenge of another

sort, than thai of depriving him of Life, now made use of all his Art of

talking, and dissembling; and besought Caesar to yield himself upon

Terms, which he himself should propose, and should be Sacredly as-

sertted to and kept by him: He told him, It was ot that he any longer

fear'd lim, or cow'd believe the force of Two Men, and a young Her-

oine, cow’d overcome all them, with all the Slaves now on their side

also; but it was the vast Esteem he had for his Person; the desire he

had to serve so Gallant a Man; and to hinder himself from the Re-

proach hereafter, of having been the occasion of the Death of a Prince,

8. Swords with protective hilt guards.
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» gfﬁ;:@éﬂlfu? and }I:/Ia]g,nsin(iimity deserv'd the Empire of the World, He
to him, he look’d upen this Action, 2s Gallant a :
ested to I ; L up . nd Brave;
]];?V_‘:‘}’;CT tclndl.ng to 1}1? prejudice of his Lord and Master, who Wi)a;%
,15_ 11. ax:g ost 5o ?conmderable a number of Slaves; that this Flight of
éls shou'd be look’d ont as a leat of Youth, and rashness of a too forward
¢ odur[?gz,hanld ban u;consider’d impatience of Liberty, and ne more;
nd thai he labour’d in vain 0 accomplish # hich ' ef
fectually perform, as soon as oot it et i ek
m, . any Ship arriv'd that wou'd touch i
S(;EfaSt:[gS'O i’hfzf if you will be pleas’d, continued Le, to surrende?r;cl;zi
cmé c(zjhz’?;ag';nib‘ée }}lespezt shall be paid you; and your Self, vour Wife
[ id, if it be here born, shall depart free put , :
Caesar wou'd hear of no Con; iti v ooy Land. But
: position;? though Byan urg’d, IF i
su’d, and went on in his Desi 'd imevitably Pedst, eitoet by
swd, : gn, he wou'd inevitably Perish, eith
E;e%fi_gakels, wxéi Bzasts, or Hunger; and he oughtytc have’ ;ialgareé }g
» Whose Uondition required ease, and not the fati i
Travel; where she cou’d not be 'd f g ooy O tedious
; wh secur'd from being de d. B
sar told him, there was no Faith in the Whi S onthe Godh e
: ; te Men, or the God
Ador'd; who instructed em in Princi e : ' Mo
'd; tinciples so false, that honest M ’
not live amongst "em; thougl Y o s courd
ot ! ; gh no People profess'd so h
form’d so little; that he knew on he dealt vith
; what he had to do, when h i
Men of Honour; but with the e e i
. m a Man ought to De eternall i
gtugic}, and flexlfelr tﬁ} Ez:it anddDrink with Christians without?fils %VZZPISE
ence in his biand; ang, for his own Securily, ne i
el : i and, L never to credit
‘t!;\;ilclll ;h;):) Sl?;lxe. fi‘_xs foih thﬁé?T rashness and inconsiderateness of hlis 32:6_
contess the Governor is in the right: and #
asham’d of what he had dose, in i A
2, in endeavoring to make those F
wese by Nature Slaves, poor wretched R o eho
v Nature Slaves, fit to be us'd as Chit
tians Tools; Dogs, Teacherous and o i Masters, am]
i s X owardly, fit for such Masters:
ﬂGlEZ wanted on]y_but to be whipt into the knowledge of theail‘?f:i’sézi
Dgfs’-to b\’i the vilest of all creeping things; to leam to Worship such
ities as had not Power to make 'em Just, Brave, or Honest. In fine

alter a thousand things of this Nature, not fit here to be recited, he told

?));m]}, éig léfld rather Dye than Live upon the same Earth with such
thq{jrl} . ut brf"ﬁy‘and Byam pleaded and protested together so much
Ve;y ! ; i{ﬁ; 11e Iw:\rlngl fthe Govem}or to mean what he said; and speakingJ
_ y lumselt, generously put himself into € "
tock him aside, and i i Tomss 1o Lo nand
ook | side, perswaded him, even with Tears, to Li
{)eni]r'm,\g]\ }‘urnself, and to name his Conditions. Caes;ﬁ‘ wa;vg;fg::osril;
; Tia] 153 1t1 zu.ld Reasp}ls, and in consideration of Imoinda: and de-
i \}Vlllr;g w 1;1 he des;lr d,l and that it shou’d be rafify'd by thc’-:ir Hands
| Wiiling, because he had perceivid that was the
Vil common
conbiact between Man and Man, amongst the Whites: All ﬂ:visa{vg;f

9. Setilement.
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perform’d, and Tuscar’s Pardon was put in, and they Surrender to the
Governor, who walked peaceably down into the Plantation with ‘em,
after giving order to bury their dead. Caesar was very much toyl'd with
the bustle of the Day; for he had fought like a Fury, and what Mischief
was done he and Tuscan perform’d alone; and pave their Enemies a

. fatal Proof that they dust do any thing, and fear'd no mortal Force.

But they were no sooner amivd at the Place, where all the Slaves

receive their Punishments of Whipping, but they laid Hands on Caesar

and Tusean, faint with heat and toyl; and, surprising thern, Bound them ¥*

to two several Stakes, and Whipt them in a most deplorable and in- ¥,

humane Manrer, rending the very Flesh from their Bones; especially -
Cazser, wha was not perceiv'd to malke any Moan, or to alter his Face,
only ta roul his Eyes on the Faithless Governor, and those he believ'd
Guilty, with Fierceness and Indignation; and, to compleat his Rage, he
saw every one of those Slaves, who, but a few Days before, Ador'd him

 as something more than Mortal, now had a Whip to give him some
" Lashes, while he strove not to break his Fetters; though, if he had, it

_were impossible: But he pronounced a Woe and Revenge from his
" Eyes, that darted Fire, that "twas at once both Awful and Terrible to
behold.

When they thought they were sufficiently Reveng'd an him, they
unty'd him, almoest Fainting, with Toss of Bloed, from a thousand
Wounds all over his Body; from which they had rent his Cloaths, and
led him Bleeding and Naked as he was; and loaded him all over with
Trons; and then rubbed his Wounds, to compleat their Cruelly, with
Indian Pepper, which had like to have made him raving Mad; and, in
this Condition, made him so fast to the Ground that he cow'd not slbr,
if his Pains and Wounds wou'd have given him leave. They spar'd
Imoinda, and did not let her see this Barbarity committed towards her
Loxd, but carry'd her down to Parham, and shut her up; which was not
in kindness to e, but for fear she shou'd Dye with the Sight, or Mis-
carry; and then they shou'd lose a young Slave, and pethaps the Mother,

You must know, that when the News was brought on Monday Morn-
ing, that Caesar had betaken himself to the Woods, and cany'd with
him all the Negroes, we were possess'd with extream Fear, which no
perswasions cow'd Dissipate, that he wou'd secure himself ll Night;
and then, that he wou'd come down and Cut all our Theoats. This

¢ app

1 had Authority and Interest enough there, had 1 suspected any. such

""""" ed “We had not gone many Leaguess, but i“;}

“Yhing, to iave_prevented if; bt
e Moms overtool us that Caesar was taken, and Whipt 1fke 2 comumon ¢
~ Slave, We met on the River with Colonel Martin, a Man of great =

Gallantry, Wit, and Goodness, and whom 1 have celebrated in a Char

rehension made 2l the Females of us fly down the River, to be LR
* securd; and while we were away, they acted this Cruelty: For Lsuppose.
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acter of my New Comedy,! by his own Name, in memory of so brave
a Man: He was Wise and Eloquent; and, from the fineness of his Parts,
borg a great Sway over the Hearts of all the Colony: He was a Friend
to Caesar, and resented this false Dealing with him very much. We
cayried him back to Parham, thinking to have made an Accommoda-
tion; when we came, the Fizst News we heard was, that the Governor
was Dead of 2 Wound Imoinda had given him; but it was not so well:
But it secms he wou'd have the Pleasure of beholding the Revenge he
took on Caesar; and before the cruel Ceremony was finish’'d, he drop’d
down; and then they perceiv'd the Wound ke had on his Shoulder,
was by a venom’d Arrow; which, as I said, his Indian Mistress heal'd,
by Sucking the Wound.

We were no sooner Arsiv'd, but we went up to the Flantation to see
Caesar, whom we found in a very Miserable and Unexpressable Con-
dition; and I have a Thousand times admired how he liv'd, in so much
tormenting Pain. We said all things o him, that Trouble, Pitly, and
Good Nature cou'd suggest; Protesting our Innocency of the Fact, and
our Abhorance of such Cruelties; making a Thousand Professions of
Services to him, and Begging as many Pardons for the Offenders, 11
we sald so much, that he believ'd we had no Hand in his {ll Treatmen;
but tald us, he cou'd never Pardon Byam; as for Trefry, he confess'd he
saw his Grief and Somow, for his Suffering, which he cow’d not hinder,
but was like to have been beaten down by the very Slaves, for Speaking
in his Defence: But for Byam, who was their Leader, their Head; -~
and shou'd, by his Justice, and Honer, have been an Example to "em,
——For him, he wish'd to Live, to take a dize Revenge of him, and
sald, It had been well for him, if he had Sacrific’d me, instead of giving
me the contemptable’ Whip. He refus'd to Talk much, but Begging us
to give him our Hands, he took ‘em, and Protested never to lift up his,
to do us any Harm. He had a great Respect for Colonel Martin, and
always took his Gounsel, like that of a Parent; and assur’d him, he
wou'd obey him in any thing, but his Revenge on Byam. Therefore, said
he, for his own Safety, let im speedily dispatch me; for if I cou'd dis-
paich my self, Twou'd not, H{l that Justice were done to my injur'd Person,
and the contempt of a Souldier: No, I wou'd not kill my self, even after
a Whipping, but will be content fo live with that Infamy, and be pointed
at by every grinming Slave, till 1 have compleated my Revenge; and then
you shall see that Oroonako scorns to [ve with the Indignity that was
put on Caesar. All we cou’d do cou’d get no more Words from him;

. The Younger Brother, or The Amorous Jilt, not produced until 1696 despite this piece of
promotion. Martin, called captain in the historiea] records, is styled colanel here and in the
play, but commissioned and conrtesy tifles abounded in the colonies. “Barbades, about 1650,
seems almast to Liave been populated with calorels” (James A, Williamson, English Colouies
in Guigna and on the Amazon 1604-1668, 1923). .

- Showing contempt.
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and we took care to have him put immediately into a healing Bath, to
rid him of Lis Pepper; and orderd a Chirurgeon® to aneint him with
healing Balm, which Le suffer'd, and in some time he began to be able
to Walk and Fat; we f2il’d nat to visit him every Day, and, to that end,
had him brought to an apartment at Parham.

The Governor was no sooner recoverd, and had heard of the men-
aces of Caesar, but he call’d his Council; who (not to disgrace them,
or Burlesque the Government there) consisted of such notorions Vil-
lains as Newgate* never transported; and possibly originally were such,
who understood neither the Laws of Ged or Man; and had no sost of
Principles to make ‘em worthy the Name of Men: But, at the very
Council Table, wou'd Conwradict and Fight with one another; and
Swear so bloodily that "twas temrible to hear, and see 'em. (Some of "em
were afterwards Hang'd, when the Dutch took possession of the place;
others sent off in Chains.) But calling these special Rulers of the Nation
together, and requiring their Gounsel in this weighty Affair, they all
concluded, that {Damn ‘em) # might be thelr awn Cases; and that
Caesar ought to be made an Example to all the Negroes, to fright 'em
from daring to threaten their Betiers, their Lords and Masters; and, at
this rate, no Man was safe from his own Slaves; and concluded, nemine
cortradicente,’ that Caesar shou'd be Hang'd.

Trefry then thought it ime to use his Authority; and told Byam his
Cammand did not estend to his Lord’s Flantation; and that Parham
was as much exempt from the Law as White-hall;% and that they ought
no more o touch the Servants of the Lord {who there repre-
sented the King’s Person) than they cow’'d those about the King himself;
and that Parham was & Sanctuary; and though his Lord were absent in
Persdn, his Power was stilf in Being there; which he had intrusted with
him, as far as the Dominions of his particular Plantations reach'd, and
all that belong’d to it; the rest of the Country, as Byam was Lieutenant
to his Loxd, he might exercise his Tyrany upor. Trefry had others as
powerfil, or more, that int'rested themselves in Caesar’s Life, and ab-
solutely said, Fle shou’d be Defended. So twning the Governor, and
his wise Council, out of Doars, (for they sate at Parham-house) they set
a Guard upon our Landing Place, and wou'd admit none but those we
call’d Friends to us and Caesar.

The Governor having remain’d wounded at Parkam, tiil his recovery
was compleated, Caesar did not know but he was still there; and indeed,
for the most part, his time was spent there; for he was one that lov'd

. Surgeorn. .

.- The major London prison, fiom which eriminals were transported to the colonies, The Coun-
cil would bave been Byam’s appointees.

. No one disagresing (Latin), ) ) o

. The king's palace in London. Trefry stands a5 Lord Willoughby's deputy on his private (or
“garticulzr™) land, Byam in the colony at large
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to-&ive at other Peoples Expence; and if he were a Day absent, he was
Ten present there; and us'd to Play, and Walk, and Hunt, and Fish,
with Caesar. So that Caesar did not at all doubt, if he once recover'd
Strength, but he shou'd find an opportunity of being Reveng'd on him:
Though, after such a Revenge, he cou’d not hope to Live; for if he
escap’d the Fury of the English Mobile,” who perhaps wou'd have been
s glad of the occasion to have Kil'd him, ke was resclvid not to survive
his Whipping; yet he had, some tender Hours, a repenling Softness,

\ wwhich he called his fits of Coward; wherein he struggl'd with Love for

the Victory of his Heart, which took part with his charming Imoinda

o ““;:\:\;‘ﬁ‘there; but, for the most part, his time was past in melancholy Thought,

&

and black Designs; he consider'd, if he shou’d do this Deed, and Dye
either in the Afteropt, or after it, he left his lovely Imoinda a Prey, or
at best a Slave, to the inrag'd Multitude; his great Heart couw'd ,not
indure that Thought. Perhaps, said he, she may be first Ravished hy
every Brute; exposed fist to their nasty Lusts, and then a shameful
Death. No; he could not Live a Moment under that Apprehension, too
insupportable to be born. These were his Thoughts, and his silent Ar-
guments with his Heart, as he told us afterwards; so that now resolving
not only to kill Byam, but all those he thought had inrag'd hir; pleasing
his great Heart with the fancy’d Slaughter he shou'd make over the
whole Face of the Plantation; he first resolv’d on a Deed, that (however
Homid it at first appear’d to us all) when we had heard his Reasons,
we thought it Brave and Just: Being able to Walk, and, as he-believ'd

[t for the Execution of his great Design, he beg'd Trefry to trust him
into the Air, believing a Walk wou'd do him good; which was granted
him, and taking Imoinda with him, as he us'd to do in his more happy
and calmer Days, he led her up into a Wood, where, after (with a
thousand Sighs, and long Gazing silently on her Face, while Tears
gusht, in spite of him, from his Eyes} he told her his Design fitst of
Killing her, and then his Enemies, and next himself, and the impos-
sibilily of Escaping, and therefore he told her the necessity of Dying;
he found the Heroick Wile faster pleading for Death than he was A
propose i, when she found his fix¥'d Resolution; and, on her Knees

besought him, not to leave her a Prey to his Enemies. He (griev'd to
Death] yet pleased at her noble Resolution, took her up, and imbracing
her, with all the Passion and Languishment of a dying Lover, drew his
Knife to kill this Treasure of his Soul, this Pleasure of his E;/es- while
Tears trickl'd down his Cheels, hers were Smiling with Joy she shou'd
dye by so_noble a Hand, and be sent in her own Courtry, {for that's
their Netion of the next World) by him she so tenderly Lov'd, and so

truly Ador’d in this; for Wives have a respect for their Husbands equal
to what any other People pay a Deity; and when a Man finds any

7. Cornmoen ‘people or meb; the name conveys inconstaney and exeitability.
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oceasion to quit his Wife, if he love her, she dyes by his Hand; if not,
he sells her, or suffers some other to kill her. It being thus, you may
believe the Deed was soon resolv’d on; and “tis not to be doubted, but
ihe Parting, the eternal Lieave taking of Two such Lovers, so greatly
Borm, s¢ Sensible,® so Beautiful, so Young, and so Fond, must be very
Moving, as the Relation of it was to me afterwards.

All that Love con'd say in such cases, being ended; and all the in-
termitting Irresolutions being adjusted, the Lovely, Young, and Ador'd
Vietim lays her self down, before the Sacrificer; while he, with a Hand

resolvd, and a Heart brealdng within, gave the Fatal Stroke; first, cut-

3.

ting her Throat, and then severing her yet Smiling Face from that

Delicate Body, pregnant as it was with Fruits of tend’rest Love. As soonry,

as he had done, he laid the Body decently on Leaves and Flowers; of
which he made 2 Bed, and conceal’d it under the same coverid of
Nature; only her Face he left yet bare to look on: But when he found
she was Dead, and past all Retrieve, never more to bless him with her
Tyes, and soft Language; his Grief swell'd up to Rage; he Tore, he
Rav'd, he Roard, like some Monster of the Wood, calling on the lov'd

Name of Imoinda; 2 thousand times he tum’d the Fatal Knife that did .

the Deed, toward his own Heart, with a Resolution te go immediately ¥

after her; but dire Revenge, which new was a thousand times more

o pes

.QUD v

fierce in his Soul than before, prevents him; and he wou'd cry out, Noj ;a™

since | have sacrificed Tmoinda to my Revenge, shall I lose that Glory
which I have purchas'd so dear, as at the Price of the fairest, dearest,
soflest Creature that ever Nature made? No, nol Then, at her Name,
Grief wour'd get the ascendant of Rage, and he wou'd lye down by her
side, and water her Face with showers of Tears, which never were wont
to fall from those Eyes: And however bent he was on his intended
Slaughter, he had not power to stir from the Sight of this dear Object,
now more Belov'd, and more Ador’d than ever.

He remain’d in this deploring Condition for two Days, and never
rose from the Ground where he had made his sad Sacrifice; at last,
rousing from her side, and accusing himself with living too long, now
Tmoinda was dead; and that the Deaths of those barbarous Enernies
were deferrd too long, he resolv’d now to finish the great Work; but
offering to rise, he found his Strength so decay'd, that he reel’'d to and
fro, like Boughs assail'd by contrary Winds; so that he was forced o lye
down again, and try to summeons all his Courage to his Aid; he found
his Brains turn round, and his Eyes were dizzy; and Objects appear'd
1ot the same to him they were wont to do; his Breath was short; and
all his Limbs surprised with a Faintness he had never felt before: He
had not Eat in two Days, which was one occasion of this Feebleness,
but excess of Grief was the greatest; yet still he hop'd he showd recover

8, Sensitive,
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Throat, and threw it at 'em, yet still I wou'd Live if [ cou'd, 6l [ had 0 R
perfected my Revenge. But ohl it cannot be; I feel Life gliding from my b
FEyes and Heart; and, if ] make not haste, I shall yet fall @ Victim fo they, "

Vi-gjour to act his Design; and lay expecting it yet six Days longer; still

meurning over the dead Idol of his Heart, and striving every Day to e

rise, ‘but cow’d not. .

In all this time you may believe we were in no litle affliction for
Cuaesar, and his Wife; some were of Opinion he was escap’d never to
return; others thought some Accident had hapned to him: But how-
ever, we [ail'd not to send out an hundred People several ways to search
for him; a Party, of about forty, went that way he took; among whom
was Tuscan, who was perfectly reconcil'd to Byam; they had not gon
very far into the Wood, but they smelt an unusual Smell, as of a dead
Bady; for Stinks must be very noisom that can be distinguish’d among
such a ‘quantity of Natural Sweets, as every Inch of that Land produces.
So that they concluded they shou'd find him dead, or somebody that
was so; they past on towards it, as Loathsom as it was, and made such
a rustiing among the Leaves that lye thick on the Ground, by continual
Falling, that Caesar heard he was approach’d; and though he had,
during the space of these eight Days, endeavor'd to rise, but found he

iy, wanted Strength, vet looking up, and seeing his Pursuers, he rose, and

reel’d to a Neighbouring Tree, against which he fi’d his Back; and
being within a dozen Yards of those that .advanc’d, and saw him, he
call’'d out to them, and bid them approach no nearer, if they wou'd be
safe: So that they stood still, and hardly believing their Fyes, that wou'd
perswade them that it was. Caesar that spoke tp “em, so much was he
alter'd, they ask’d him, What he had done with his Wife? for they smelt
a Stink that almost struck them dead. He, pointing to the dead Body,
sighing, c1y’d, Behold her there; they put off the Flowers that cover'd
her with their Sticks, and found she was kill'd; and ery’d out, Ok mon-
ster! that hast murther'd thy Wife: Then asking him, Why he did so
cruel a Deed? He replied, he had ne leasure to answer Impertinent
Questions; You may go back, continued he, and tell the Faithiess Goy-
ernor, he may thank Fortune that I am breathing my last; and that my
Arm s too feeble to obey my Heart, in what it hod design’d him: But
his Tengue faultering, and trembling, he cou’d scarce end what he was
saying. The English taking Advantage by his Weakness, cry'd, Let us
take him alive by all means: He heard ‘em; and, as if he had reviv'd
from a Fainting, or a Dream, he cry'd out, No, Gentlemen, you are
deceiv'd; vou will find no more Caesars fo be Whipt; no more find a
Faith in me: Feeble as you think me, I have Strength yet left to secure
ime from a second Indignity. They swore all a-new, and he only shook
his Head, and beheld them with Scorn; then they cry'd out, Who will
venture on this single Man? Will no body? They stood a1l silent while
Caesar replied, Fatal will be the Attempt fo the first Adventurer; let him
assure himself, and, at that Word, held up his Knife in a menacing
Posture, Look ye, ye faithless Crew, sald he, 'tis not Life I seek, nor am
I afraid of Dying; and, at that Word, cut a piece of Flesh from his own

shameful Whip. At that, he rip’d up his own Belly; and took his Bowels *
and pull'd "em eut, with what Strength he cou’d; while some, on their
Knees imploring, besought him to hold his Hand. But when they saw
him tottering, they cry'd out, Will none venfure on him? A bold English
ery'd, Yes, if he were the Devil; (taking Courage when he saw him
almost Dead) and swearing a horrid Qath for his farewell to the World,
ke tush’d on? Caesar, with his Arm’d Hand met him so fairly, as stuck
Lim to the Meart, and he fell Dead at his Feet. Tuscan sseing that,
cry'd out, I love thee, oh Caesar; and therefore will not let thee Dye, if
possiblz: And, running to him, took him in his Arms; but, at the same
time, warding a Blow that Cagser made at his Bosom, he receiv'd it
quite through his Arm; and Caesar having not the Strength to pluck
the Knife forth, though he atternpted it, Tuscan neither pull'd it out
himself, nor suffer'd it to be pull’d out; but came down with it sticking
in his Arm; and the reason he gave for it was, because the Air shou'd
not get into the Wound: They put their Hands a-cross, and carried
Caesar between Six of 'em, fainted as he was; and they thought Dead,
or just Dying; and they brought him to Parkem, and laid him on a
Couch, and had the Chirurgeon immediately 1o him, who drest his
Wounds, and sew'd up his Belly, and us'd means to bring him to Life,
which they effected. We.ran all to see him; and, if before we thought
him sc beautiful a Sight, he was now so alter'd, that his Face was like
a Death’s Iead black’d over; nothing but Teeth, and Eyeholes: For
some Days we suffer'd no body to speak to him, but caused Cordials
to be poured down his Throat, which sustained his Life; and in six or
seven Days he recover'd his Senses: For, you must know, that Wounds
are almost to a Miracle cur'd in the Indies; unless Wounds in the Legs,
which rarely ever cure. _

When he was well enough to speak, we tall’d to him; and ask’d him
some Questions about his Wife, and the Reasons why he lill'd her; and
]13@11@1].’[@;13 wl;g‘;,l\]&ge..xe,]ated | of that Resolution, and of his Part-
ing; and he Basought 15, we would let him Dye, and was extreamly
Afflicted to think it was possible he might Live; he assur'd us, if we did
not Dispatch him, he wou'd prove very Fatal to a great many. We said
all we cou'd to make him Live, and gave him new Assurances; but he
begg'd we wow'd not think so poorly of him, or of his leve to Imoinda,
to imagine we cow'd Flatter him to Life again; but the Chirurgeon
assur'd him, he couw'd not Live, and therefore he need not Fear, We
were all {but Caesar) affiicted at this News; and the Sight was gashly;'

9, In the first edition these two sentences appear spliced together with no puncluation mark.
1. Ghastly.
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his‘Discourse was sad; and the earthly Smell about him so strong, that
1 was perswaded fo leave the Place for some time (being my self but
Sickly, and very apt to fall intc Fits of dangerous Hlness upon any
extraordinary Melancholy); the Servants, and Trefry, and the Chirur-
geons, promis'd all to take what possible care they cau’d of the Life of
Caesar; and I, taking Boat, went with other Company to Colonel Mear-
tin’s, abeut three Days Journy down the River; but I was no svoner
gon, but the Governor taking Trefry, about some pretended carnest Busi-
ness, a Days Journy ap the River; having communicated his Design to
one Banister,® a wild Irish Man, and one of the Ceuncil; a Fellow of
absolute Barbarity, and fit to exccule any Villany, but was Rich. He
came up to Parfan, and forcibly took Caesar, and had him carried to
the same Post where he was Whip'd; and causing him to be ty'd to i,
and a great Fire made before him, he told him, he shou'd Dye like a
Dog, as he was. Cagsar replied, this was the first piece of Bravery that
ever Bapister did; and he never spoke Sense #ill he pronounc’d that
Word; and, if he wou'd keep it, he wou'd declare, in the other World,
that he was the only Man, of all the Whites, that ever he heard spesk
Truth. And turning to the Men that bound him, he said, My Friends,
am I o Dye, or to be Whip'd? And they cry'd, Whip'd! no; you shall
not escape so well: And then he replied, smiling, A Blessing on thee;
and assur'd them, they need not tye him, for he wou'd stand fixt, kike
a Rock; and indure Death so as sheu'd encourage them to Dye. But if
vou Whip me, said he, be sure you tye me fast.

He had learn’d to take Tobaco; and when he was assur'd he should
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the Governor himself, than those of Caesar, on his Plantations; and that
he cou'd govern his Negroes without Temifying and Grieving them with

_frightful Spectacles of a mangl'd King.

" Ths Dy'd this Greaf Man; worlhy of a better Fate, and a more
sublime Wit than mine to write his Praise; yel, I hope, the Reputation
of my Pen is considerable encugh to make his Glorious MName to sur-
vive to all Ages; with that of the Brave, the Beautiful, and the Constant
Imoinda.

FINIS.

0, Dye, he desir’d they would give him a Pipe in his Mouth, ready
\ ‘\;,,j;-}"f\ Lighted, which they did; and the Executioner came, and fist cut off
Y odhis Members? and threw them into the Fire; after that, with an il-
i favoured Knife, they cut his Ears, and his Nose, and burn’d them; he
still Smoalk’d on, as if nothing had touch'd him; then they hack'd off
one of his Arms, and still he bore up, and held his Pipe; but at the
, culting off the other Arm, his Head sunk, and his Pipe drop’d; and he
5 :\1 of gave up the Ghost, without a Groan, or a Reproach. M ther and
- Sister were by him all the while, but not suffer'd to save him; so rude
“and wild were The KabblE, and so inhumane were the Justices, who
stocd by to see the Execution, who after paid dearly ensugh for their
Insolence. They cut Caesar in Quarters, and sent them fo several of
the chief Plantations: One Quarter was sent t¢ Colonel Martin, who
refus’d it; and swore, he had rather see the Quarters of Banister, and

T

. Major James Banister, deputy governor in 1688 when Surinam was turned over to the Dulch.

He is associated by Behn with the unmaly population of Irish servanis and fransports in the

West Indies, including many political prisoners shipped over by Cromwell; they wers consid-

ered disteputable and even dangerous, sometimes joining the blacks in rebellion.
. Genitals. .
. Appuinted from among the planters, not men with legal training. :
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