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The doctrine of stare decisis, whereby courts are 
bound by precedent cases, underpins legal 
reasoning in the common law world. At the same 
time, the legal judgment is itself a product of 
institutional and linguistic practices, and raises 
broader questions about the foundations and 
boundaries of law. This colloquium re-examines 
the seemingly familiar notion of a ‘legal case’ by 
exploring the histories, practices, conventions and 
rhetoric of ‘case law’. It will also investigate the 
interaction between cases and other discourses 
such as fiction, drama and film. Speakers will 
include legal philosophers, legal historians, literary 
critics, and linguists who work at the intersection of 
law and the humanities. 
 

Speakers: 

MMaarriiaa  AArriissttooddeemmoouu,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn  
KKaatthheerriinnee  BBaaxxtteerr,,  HHKKUU  
AAnntthhoonnyy  CCaarrttyy,,  HHKKUU  
AAllaann  DDuurraanntt,,  MMiiddddlleesseexx  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  
CChhrriissttoopphheerr  HHuuttttoonn,,  HHKKUU  
JJaannnnyy  LLeeuunngg,,  HHKKUU  
WWiilllliiaamm  MMaaccNNeeiill,,  GGrriiffffiitthh  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  
PPaauull  RRaaffffiieelldd,,  WWaarrwwiicckk  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  
SSccootttt  VVeeiittcchh,,  HHKKUU  
MMaarrccoo  WWaann,,  HHKKUU  
KKeennjjii  YYoosshhiinnoo,,  NNYYUU  
RRoobbeerrtt  JJ..CC..  YYoouunngg,,  NNYYUU  
PPiinngg  YYuu,,  UUSS--AAssiiaa  LLaaww  IInnssttiittuuttee  
TThhaannooss  ZZaarrttaalloouuddiiss,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn  

 

 

Registration : Please email Lydia Bute (lbute@hku.hk) 
 

The full programme can be downloaded at: www.hku.hk/english/LLSC 
 

Organized by:  

The Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Law, HKU 

 

Organizing Committee: 

Elaine Y.L. Ho                    Arts, HKU 
Marco Wan     Law, HKU 
Robert J.C. Young    English and Comparative Literature, NYU 


